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It i� � ��t�e� �f ���t ��at ���r� a�� ��ffer����s
t�a� p����e s�� ��en ���y ��o��n� �� t�e ��r���e �f
so���h��� or ����on�.

It �a��s ��o��n� ��ep�� �h�� �ha� �� fin� �ha� ��
ne�� �� su���v� a� ��� hu����t�, on� ���l� �e�p��, on�
fa���y. Th�o��h ��� ey�� �� a c���d, ri��t?

Thi� ���k i� ��d��a��d �� Mo�. Al�o �h��� y�u T� f��
yo�� ��lu���� in��� �n ��is ���j���. Yo� t�o G���p�.

Al� �e�r� �� t�i� s���y ��e fi�t���a� c����c�e�s, bu�
t�a� �s �� �e�s�� �o l��� �he� ��y ���s.
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fo�� �r �� �n� �e�n�, el���r��i� �r ���ha����l, in���d���, p�o��c���, re���d���, or ��� �n�o�m���o�
s�o��g� a�� r����ev�� �y��em ���h�u� ��r���si�� �� w�i��n� �r�� �he ���l���er.



Thi� �� t�� �to�� �f ��u� b���� an� ��s���s
le����d a���� f�i��d���p a�� �q�a���y. The�� ��ur
be��� h��e ��v�� �et ���� ot���. The� ��� no�
f�i��d� �� fa���y. Or a�� �h��?

The ���t ��, ye�, t�e� �r� �a��l�. The� ���
ju�� b���� of � ��ffe��n� ��lo�. Ye�h, t�e ��m�
bu� ��ff�re��.

The fi��t �e��, a P�l�� �e�r, go�� �y ��e
na�� P�u�. He �s � �e�y ����la� ���r i� ��s
ne���b���o�d ��� he ��� � lo� �� f��e�d�. Pol��
Pa�l �� �ha� ��s ���en�� �l� ��l� �im.



Pa�l ��e�n't �i�d ��� f��e�d� ��l���g �i�
Pol�� ��u�, it �� ��n�a ��t��y, I gu���.

Usu���y, Pa�l ���t ��ay� ��t� ��s ��i�n�� �l�
da�. Yo� k���, ju�� d���� ge����l Po��� b�a� �t�ff.

Pa�l ��� hi� �r����s �i�� s���in� ��d ��u�h���.
Wha� �r��� �un. Col�, bu� ��n. Whe� �h�� ��t�
bo���g, t�e� c���� se��� �r �e�g����. Not ���h
fu� ��r �i���r �� �ho�� �w� ��it���s ���ug�.

Pol�� ��ar� �� NO� ru�� �n�� NO���N'!
Tha�'s ��y ��ey ���s� �e�g����. Tho�� �r���er�
ar� ���w!



Thi� ��t��i�y ����l� �o�s�'t e�� w��� f�� �he
se��� �r ��e p����in�. We w��'t �a�k ���u� t���
t�o��h.

One ��� w��� Pa�l ��� o�t ���yi�� P�l�� �e�r
ic� ���es, a b�� �h��� ha���n��. He w���'t
pa���g ���en���� an� ��f��e �� k��� it ���
ic����g �e ��s ��, d�i��� �ut �� ��a.

“I ca�'t �e���ve ���s,” Pa�l ���le�. The��'s �o
te���n� �h��e �h�� �r�e-flow��� b��� wo��� c���y
hi�. It i� � ��g ��u� �ce�� �u� t����.



Pa�l ��� ne��� b�e� ���y ��om ��� �w� i�y
ne���b���o�d. A�er ��r�� �o�g ����n� �ay� ��
se�, (fe�� l��� �or���� to P���) he fi���l� �po���d
la��. Sur� ��� g�e�� t��u�h. Whe�� ��s ��e �c�
or ��� s���? T�I� W�� ��T-CO��-AT-AL�!
Bet��� t��� no���n�, Pa�l ���ug��.

Gla� �� b� a��w���� bu� ��s� �� se�, g�e�� �r
no�, Pa�l ���m a���r�. It �o��d ���e s���
ex���r��� to ���v� ��e m��t��� �f ��is �� ��e �n
si��t. Pa�l ���ok ��� w��e� ��t o� ��s ���c� �hi��
fu�. Mig�� �s ���l �e� s���t��, Pa�l ���ug��.



Lo�k��� ar����, Pol�� ��u� t����h� �o
hi���l�, “Wha� � �t���ge ���c�.” He d���'t �e�
an� �n�� �� s�i�� �n a��w����. Wha� �h� ���t
is � ��a� t� �� �or ��� w���o�t ���w?

Ano���r ���n� �ot����d Pa��, no� �h�� ��
t�o��h� ��o�t ��. The�� ��s�'t a ���� in ���h�, or
a p����in ��� t��� ma���r.

He y����d “Not � ���g�e ���, An��he��!  No
Se�l�!  No ��n��i�s!  No Ic�!  No �n��!”  NO�
GO��. Pa�l ��� ve�� w����ed. Wha� ��n�� �ra��
p�a�� �s ��is?



Jus� �h�� ��l �o�� s�e��� l���, Pa�l ���
an����r �e��. “At �e��t I’l� �av� ���e�n� �o ��l�
to,” Pa�l ���te��� t� �i�s���. Tha� �� �ne ����
t�i�g, he ����g��. Eve���n� �e��s � ��e�t ���en�.

The ����d ��in� ��, t�i� b��� �ur� ��� lo��
b�o�n �� P�u�. He h�� ��ve� ���n a ����l�� b�o�n
be��. May�� � �ir�� P�l�� �e�r, bu� ��t �
co��l����y ��ow� ���r. Rig�� t�e�, t�e ���r
tu���d ��� lo���� at P���, t�e� s���t�� �av���
ex����d��.



Pa�l ���e � c���us�� ��ve ���k. “Thi� ��
in����s�i�g,” Pa�l ���b�e� t� ���se��. The ����n
be�� �t���le� ���r�i�� t��a�d� P��� li�� �� we���'t
no���n�.

“Hey �� na�� �� Tre��ño,” he ���� to P���.
“Did ��� �al� �� t�� �ud �� ��me���n�?” Pa�l

as���.
Tre��ño t����h� Pa�� w�� �id���g ��o��d.

The� �� s�� �he ����d a�� c����se� ���k o�
Pa�l's �a��. “No,” la����d T�e��ño, “t�i� �s ���t �u�
of ����he� ��l��, m� �ro���r.”



“Yo�'ve ����r, ev�� ��en � B���n �e��?”
Tre��ño �s���. Pa�l ���po���d, “Nop�.”

Tre��ño s���g���. He t����h� �or � ���ut�
an� ���li��� h� �a� n���� se�� � �ot���y ��it�
be�� �i�h��.

Ac�u��l�, Tre��ño t����h� Pa�� w�� �us� TO�
c�e�� t� �e � ��al ����. To s���t ���h, pa�� �f ���
fu� �� b�i�� � b�a� ��s ���t �o� ��ul� ��t ��
di��y �� ��u w����d. No �n� �u��t�o��� �t a� ��l.

So w�� wa��’t Pa�� ��r��? Som����n� �id�'t
ad� �� h��e, fo� T��v�ño.



Thi���n� ��me���n� ��s a ���t�� fi�h�, Tre��ño
as��� P�ul, “Do�s ��u� m�� ��ke ��� �ak� � �o�
of ���h�?”

“Som����es, w�� do ��� a�k?” Pa�l ���po���d.
Tre��ño l����ed ��� s�i�, “Ye�h ���l, it ����s
li�� �h� �a�h�� �h� �e�� r���t off �� ��u!”
“ Nah, I've ���� t�i� c���� al� �� m� �if�. I
gu��� t� �o�, t�i� �s ��� of � ��ffe��n� ��lo�.”
“Ye�h, bu� �� d�e��'t �a�t�� �� me,” sa��

Tre��ño. Jus� ��k� Pa��, Tre��ño d���'t ��ow ���u�
diff����t �o��r� �� fu�.



“Wha� �� b�a�� d� ��o��d ���e?” Pa�l ���ed
Tre��ño.

“Be�r ���ff!” s�o���d T�e��ño h����l�.
“ Wil� ��� s�o� m�?” Pa�l ���ed.
Awa� �h� ��� ne� �r����s ��ro���d ��a�l��� �o

fin� �un ���� s�uff �� d�.
Thi� ���l� �e �n���es���g. Eve� �h���� t�e�

we�� ��t� �e�r�, Tre��ño h�� ��en ����ed
diff����t��. Pol�� ��ar� ��d P��a� b��� �tuff, an�
Bro�� b���� di�, we��, no� P���r �e�� s��ff.
Bes����, co�� l����g �o��d�� u�-be����le.



Tre��ño s���t�� �ho���g P�u� �h� ��a�
bu����s� o� w��� c���at� ���in�. Pre��y ���� t�e�
we�� �l��i�g, la����n�, an� ��v��� bi� ���r �u�
to���h��. Al� o� � s���en P��� �aw � ���e w��� �
la��� b���n, ba��-s�a��d ���s o� ��� of ���
b�a�c���. Fl�i�g ����c�� we�� ��z�i�g ��� �ro���
it. FA���N��I�G!

Pol�� ��ar ����h�o�h���� di��'t �a��
an��h��� t��� lo���� li�� �h��.

“Wha� �h� ���t i� T�A�?” Pa�l ��a��d. He
ha� ��v�� �e�n ���h a ���t���ti��.



“Tha� �� P�re-d-Liq��� Go�d, m� �an,” Tre��ño
sa�� ��n�-so���d. He b����d u� �h� ���e, s�a�c���
up ���� go���e�, (ho���) fo� ���r ��ac��.

Pa�l ��� ne��� h�a�� �f ���h a ���n� �� hi�
w�o�� P�la� ���r �i��. But ����d i� �� �s �o�d����l
as �� ��un��� t� Pa��?

“Pur�-d-Liq��� Go�d ����d� a�f���y ��o�,” sa��
Pa�l. A�er ����ti�� �n ���t �e���d �i�� t� Pa��,
t�e ��s� ��c�e��b�� �i� t� ��a�s, t�e� b��� f���
in�� � �e�r���e s���b��. Bec���e �h��'s ��at
be��� w��� fu�� t����es ��!



As �o�� �s ��ey ���� up T����ño c����,
“Wat�� t�i�,” an� B��! He t��� off ���r ��at
Pa�l ���ug�� l���e� � l�� �ik� � �e�g��� �it� ���r
fe��. May�� �h��e WA� be�� ��n �o �� h��
ar���� he��. It �o���d �e�y ����la� �� c���in�
pe����n� �ac� ��m�. Ex�e�t ��� �ne ���n�. The��
li��l� ���t�e�s ���m��� t�e�� p���t� �as�.

Pa�l ��� ne��� c���be� � �r�e ����re, bu�
Tre��ño m��� h��e ��n� i� ��c�u�� �� s�o� r���t
up ���t ���e ���r ��e c���t��. It �a� �n
aw����e s���t. Pa�l ��� ex���m��� ex����d!



Tre��ño c����n't �a�c� �he ���c�o� �� h�
c�i�b�� ��c� �ow� �h� ���e w���� Pa�l ���
wa����g �o� h��. The ���t��� wa� ��y ��o ��s�.

“Wha� ��s T�A�?” Pa�l ���ed ����te��y.
“Rac����,” Tre��ño �n���re�, li�� �h�� �e

ha� ��n� �a� n����l. Wel� ��r ��� it ���
no���l.

Pa�l ���de��� �f ��en ����s �a��h� ��e �f
t�o�� r���o�n ���t�e�s, it ���n�� o�� l��e �� d��
fo� �h� ���gu��� �r ��e s���� ba�� h���.

Sor��, we're ����n't �o��g �� �al� ���ut ���t.



Tre��ño �n� P�u� l����ed, be����e n�� ��l�
wa� �h����g �a�c���� en����b�e, it ��� �l�o ��r�
fu��y. Eve� ���r� �av� � �e�s� �� �um��. A�er
t�e� h�� ��ug��� � go�� ��ug�, t�e� d����ed �� ��
ex���r��� fo� ��r� �u� b��� �tuff �� ��. Tre��ño
ha� �h��� P�ul ���� ne� �t�ff �� �o. Wha� �
wo���r��� go�� ��me ���y ���e h����g �o��t���.
“New ����n�� ar� �� �re��,” is ���t ���h �e��s
we�� �h���in� �� t��� wa���d ��o�g.

Al� o� � s���en ����t�i�g ���r���d Pa��. He
s�o�p�� ��g�� t�e� �n ��� Pol�� ��ar ���c��.



The�� �� t�e ��t�, di���t�� �n ��on� �� t���
wa� ���t�e� b��� �ha� ��s ���o ��t �o��g ��a�
s�uff. WA��. W�A�? Thi� ���r �o���d e���
da���r ���n T�e��ño.

In �a�t, t�i� b��� �as ����d ��ac�. Now ����
wa� ���n �o�� c���us��. He g���c�� o��r ��
Tre��ño, t�e� b��� �t ��is ��� b�a�. Ove�, t�e�
ba�� �g�i�.

Pa�l ��� p�e�t� ��r� �e ��s ��e��g ���s
co���c��y. Now, t�e�� w��e �h��� �iff�r��� co���s
of ���. Wel� ��w, t�i� w�� ��r� i�t����ti��.



Jus� �h��, t�e B��c� ��ar ���r��� wa���g
f�a�t����l� a� t���. Jo�n��� up, t�e� s���t��
c�e�k��� �ac� ��h�� o��.

“Who ��� �o�?” Pa�l ���ed ��� n�� �e�r.
“I'm L�o�d,” t�e B��c� ��ar ���p���ed.
“Hey ����d,” Tre��ño s��� a�d ���n ���e Ll���

a f����d�� fis�, (pa�) bu��.
Pa�l ���le�,t�e� �l�� �av� L���d a ���.
“Wha� ��� y'al� ���n�,” Llo�� �s��� bo��

be���. The� ��s� ��ok�� �� e�c� ��he� ��d
s��ug���.



“Jus� ��n��a� b��� �tuff,” Pa�l ��� Tre��ño
an���r��. Llo�� h�� ��ve� ���n a ���� wi��
w�i�� f��, so �� ��ug�� h����l� �he���n� P�u� ��t.

For � ���ut� �� �wo, t�e ���r� �o�k�� e��h
ot��� �ve�, t�e� �l� �h�e� �m��e�. Al� a� �n��,
Pa�l, Tre��ño, an� L��y� �t���ed ����-be��y
la����n� �er� ���d��. It �a� q���e � ��g�� to
be���d.

“Who ���w?” Al� �h�e� ��id ����t�e�. Pa�l
as��� Ll��� w�a� h� ��� fo� ��n. He �n� T��viño
we�� ��l i� �� l�a���n� ��re ��� f�� �e�r ���ff.



Llo�� t��� P�ul ��� Tr��iño  �b�u� �h� ���re�
t�o�� fis���g �o��g �� i� h�� ��ig���r��o�. Tha�
so����d ��et�� c���, so ���� t�e� w��� t� �a�c�
so�� ��s�� be�� ��od. Jus� �h�� P�u� t����h� i�
co���n't �e� �n� ��re ���, BA�!

Llo�� t��� off �� t�� �ro�� �t��a� l��� a
ro���t. (Wel� ��r � �e��, t�a� �s.)

“Wha� �h� ���t?” Pa�l ��e�t���e� Tr���ño .
“BE����!” s��e�m�� T�ev�ño, t�e� �d���,

“go��� g�� ‘em ����k, t�e� d��� u�d����te�.”
“Man, ar� ���y �a�t,” Pa�l ��i�.



Pa�l ���ug�� �t ���ba��y ����d�'t e�� w��� f��
t�e ���ve� �� Ll��� ca���t ��. Kin� �� l��e �h�
ra����n�, or ��� p��a� s���� ba�� h���. Oop�!
Don't �a�k ���u� t��� p��� of ��� s���y. Rig��?

Tha� ����no�� �h�� a�l ��� � lo� �� f��.
La�g���g, fis�i�g, an� ��s� ��in� ��n��a� f�� ��ar
s�uff.

“Wha� ��r� �o��d � �e�� w���?” sa�� �h�
t��e� n�� �ri���s.

It �e���d ��ey ��� h�� a ��t ���e �n ���mo�
t�a� t��� t��u�h�. Huh, w�o ���l�'ve ���n� ��?



The� ��l ���t �a�t�� �� li�� ��l� a�d �� ��n
be�� �t�ff. The� ��s� ��d�'t ��ow ���t ���y �a�
wa���d �� �o �t ���et���.

As T�e��ño , Llo��, an� P��� we�� ��ad���
ba�� t� ���re��� b�a�� g�, ri��t ��� o� n����re,
a g���� b�a�k ��� w���e b��� �f �u� r����d �a�t.

“Wha� ��s T�A�?” on� �� �he� �h���e�.
“Don't ��ow!” t�e ��h�� �wo ����s ��re����.
Rig�� t�e�, t�e ��l���g ��ac� ��d ���te ���l ��

fu� �l����d i��� � t�e� ��x� �o t�� ��ar ���h.
Som����n� �on� �� �he� ��r� e���c���g.



Rig�� t�e�� �n ��on� �� t���, s��aw��� �ut
an� ���g�i�g, wa� �h�� ��re ����ed ���� a b���k
an� �h��� �e�r. Yep! su�� ��s. WA��. W�A�?

Was ���s � �e�� �f a ���l� �iff���n� �ol��?
Or ��o c����s? Mix�� ��lo�� s����d �e ��y?

“Waz �� ��y�?” t�e P��d� �e�� �s�e�.
Al� �h�e� ��ar�, no� ��n���ed, an���r��,

“Not���g,” c�o��s ���e.
Non� �� �he� ��d ��e�, ev�� ��en � ���-to���

be�� �� t�e�� �n�i�� l��e.



“I'm Pa����, Pam��� Pa�d�,” t�i� n�� ��ar
sa�� �h�� a�d��, “I ha���'t �e�� y�u ��r��
ar���� he��.”

A�er ���r��u�t����, Llo�� b���t�� o��, “Are
yo� ���k o� ��m���in�?”

“Hav� ��u ���n i� � fi�h�?” Pa�l ���ed
“Do y�� �a�� s��e ��n�� �as�, or ���t?”

Tre��ño  �s��� cu���u�l�.
“Nah, w��?” re���n��� Pam���.
Al� �h�e� ��ar� ���d �o��t���, “Yo�r ��� is ���

diff����t �o��r�!”



“Wel�, I do�'t ��ow, I've ���� t�e�� t�� �ol���
m� �ho�� ��fe,” Pam��� �a�d.

“Huh,” s��ug��� t�� o�h�� ��ar�. Al� �o�r
be��� l�o��� �t e��� �t�e� �n� ��e� � m��u��,
s�a�t�� ��ar-be��y ����hi��.

The� ��l ��u�h�� �� ha��, t�e� f��� �n ��e
g�o��d. Wel� ��s�'t ��is ����t�i�g. Fo�r ��a�s
of ��ff��en� ��l���, ri��t ���� in � ���c�e.

It �a� r���t ��en ���� be�� ��al���� t�a�
ev�� �h�u�� t���� fu� ��s �� �iff�r��� co��� t���
we�� ��s�, BE���!



The� ��l ��u�d ��� �ha� �h��� a�� m��� co���s
of ���. But ���� t�a� d�fi�� a�y���n�? Eac� ���r
ha� ��t���uc�� �h� o���r ��a�s �� ��ffer��� s��le�
of ���� li��. Non� �� �he ����s �a� r���i��d ���t
t�e� w��� �is���g. Wha� ��s� �a� t��� m���ed?

Diff�r��� co�� ��ar ���ff t� �o. Gu�s� �h��?
The� ��l ���ed ����g ��e c��� �ew ���� s�uff AN�
do��� �t �o��t���.

Pa�l, Tre��ño, Llo��, an� P���la ��� b��o��
re���y ��o� f����d�. The�� ��s �o ��l���g �o�
ma�� �t��� be��� �l�o ���de� �r����s.



Wha� �� �l� �om�� ��w� �o �s ���t ��es� ��u�
be��� h��e �h� ���e n����, e�r�, be�� ��w� a�d
de���� fo� ��g ��a� f��.

The ���y ��in� �h�� �� diff����t a���� t�e�,
IS t�e ��l�� o� t���� fu� ���t�.

Fo�r ��a�s, fo�� ��lo��, on� ���il�. Al�
DI���R���, AL� �H� ���E!

Is�'t �i�� �bo�� ��ve ��� �c�e�t����?
One ����le, (or ����s) on� ���il�. Wha� ��

t�e� s�� ��u're ��� l��e ��h���?
I sa�, lo�� �� t�e ��r���!
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