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FROM THE PASTOR

I am  pleased t o repor t  on t he past oral labors of  t h is great  church. As usual, we 
have been busy! This past  quar t er  has been fu ll of  act ivit y as we cont inue t o 
st r ive for  Excellence in Minist ry. I am  grat eful t o all of  our  m inist r ies and leaders 
who cont inue t o pour  t hem selves int o t h is church.  

I praise God for  t he worship exper iences we have had. We are grow ing bot h 
spir it ually and num er ically.  We had a wonder ful Advent  Season t hat  culm inat ed 
in a beaut ifu l concer t  present ed by our  Music in Minist ry. We were blessed w it h 
select ions f rom  The Am en Choir , our  new ly reorganized Yout h and Young Adult  
Choir , and The Sanct uary Choir . We are blessed t o have Mr . Sid Oliver  as our  
Minist er  of  Music. We are also grat eful for  Dr . Frances McClain and Dr . Wil l iam  
Crowder  for  always shar ing t heir  m usical gif t s w it h us.  

Our  Evangelism  Minist ry, led by Rev. Belinda Aust in sponsored an ?Angel Tree?, 
which suppor t s children of  persons who are incarcerat ed dur ing Chr ist m as. There 

was a great  response f rom  t he congregat ion for  t h is ef for t . Many fam il ies were blessed. Som e have at t ended and are 
consider ing join ing because of  t h is ef for t  and gest ure of  out reach.  

We have unfor t unat ely had t o suspend serving m eals on Wednesdays and Sat urdays as we seek  grant s and ot her  
m eans t o consist ent ly suppor t  our  Bread of  Life Minist ry. I pray we w il l  resum e t his m uch needed out reach, 
som et im es in t he very near  fut ure.  

I am  inspired by t he collaborat ion of  our  Quilt ing Minist ry and The St reet  Minist ry. Blanket s are being m ade and 
donat ed by t he Quilt ing Minist ry and our  m em bers, as t he St reet  Minist ry t akes blanket s t o t he unhoused in our  
com m unit y. I?m  excit ed t o see ot her  m inist r ies who are also par t ner ing t o get  t he job done. The t hem e for  t h is year  
is m anifest ing, ?Toget her , We Can! We culm inat ed our  January focus on Minist ry w it h a Minist ry Fair . I?m  
appreciat ive of  al l t he m inist r ies who set  up t ables and t he people who signed up t o serve.  

We are now prepar ing t o celebrat e Her it age Mont h which w il l  culm inat e w it h our  Annual Cult ural and Her it age 
Awareness Weekend as well as Wom en?s Mont h in March.  

I?m  proud t o announce t hat  Var ick  on 7t h is alm ost  com plet e. As a m at t er  of  fact , last  week t he developer  said it  was 
99% com plet ed. We look  forward t o shar ing t he Grand Opening and Ribbon Cut t ing Cerem ony dat es very soon.  

We praise God for  t he 16 persons who have unit ed w it h us t h is past  quar t er . We pray for  t he fam il ies of  Mr . Wilbur  
Lee Randolph, Mrs. Rosie Moore and Mr . Wallace Deese as t hey have t ransit ioned f rom  labor  t o reward.  

As always, I am  so t hank ful t o have t he suppor t  of  a suppor t ive adm inist rat ive and m inist er ial st af f , as well as a 
cadre of  capable and com m it t ed of f icers who know t heir  jobs and do t hem  well.  

Please cont inue t o pray for  our  church fam ily, t hat  we w il l  rem ain focused and fait hful t o our  God and Zion.
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THE MILITARY MINISTRY

In recognit ion of  Vet erans Day, we ext ended our  deepest  grat it ude 
and respect  t o our  beloved vet erans for  t heir  unwaver ing dedicat ion 
and service t o our  count ry. Led by t he rem arkable Mrs. Eloise 
Cum m ings, our  Mil i t ary Minist ry at  Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church 
cam e t oget her  t o recognize and honor  t he brave m en and wom en 
who have self lessly served in t he arm ed forces.

It  was a hear t warm ing sight  t o see vet erans f rom  our  congregat ion 
par t icipat e in t h is special recognit ion event . Their  sacr if ices, courage, 
and com m it m ent  t o defending our  f reedom s do not  go unnot iced, 
and t oday, we st and t oget her  t o express our  profound appreciat ion 
for  t heir  service.

To all vet erans, we t hank  you f rom  t he bot t om  of  our  hear t s for  your  
bravery and sacr if ice. Your  dedicat ion t o dut y and love for  our  
count ry inspire us all. Let  us cont inue t o uphold and suppor t  our  
vet erans not  just  on Vet erans Day, but  every day, as we honor  t heir  
legacy and cont r ibut ions t o our  nat ion.
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By Lisa Fuller

The 17t h annual Man Up-Sum m it  was held at  Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church Sat urday Novem ber  18, and Sunday 
Novem ber  19, 2023. This event  is held year ly by t he Lit t le Rock  Men?s Boost ers Minist ry. The m inist ry provides a 
forum  for  m en t o com e t oget her  t o discuss issues facing m en of  all ages in our  com m unit y. The m inist ry is led by 
cur rent  president  Mr . Ron Nelson who was preceded by form er  president  Mr . Chr is Caldwell who recent ly passed 
away. Mr . Chr is Caldwell did an excellent  job as president  of  t he Men?s Boost ers Minist ry and w il l  surely be m issed. 
This year 's t hem e was ?Developing Our  Fait h, From  Boys To Men?.

Sat urday?s event s began w it h a delicious 
break fast  prepared by t he Lit t le Rock  
Culinary Minist ry fol lowed by a yout h panel 
discussion. Boost er  m em ber  Ralph Bur t  was 
in at t endance and proclaim ed, ?The 2023 
Man-Up Sum m it  was anot her  success!?  
Panelist s Isaiah Robinson, Greylyn Goodw in 
and Myles A. Mackey spoke on t he issues 
facing t he young Black  m en of  Am er ica. 
Rev. Dr . Reginald Keit t  joined t he discussion 
and spoke t o t he m en about  st epping up in 
t he household and in t he com m unit y.

Past or  of  Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion, Dr . 
Dwayne A. Walker , expressed his delight , 
?Man Up!? Dr . Walker  provided words of  
encouragem ent  and st at ed t hat  It  was 
awesom e hanging out  w it h som e of  t he 
m en of  Lit t le Rock  and our  com m unit y. 
Rev. Dr . Reginald Keit t  brought  a power ful 
and t hought -provok ing m edit at ion, ?The 
Gap Minist ry.? At t endees were blessed by a 
poem  f rom  Mr . Gervase Caldwell, t he son 
of  Mr . Chr is and Mrs. Angela Caldwell. The 
panel discussion was a blessing as t hese 
young m en of  our  church expressed 
t hem selves in wonder ful ways. Hat s of f  t o 
Mr . Ron Nelson and t he m en of  Lit t le Rock  
for  a well-planned and product ive event . 
Dr . Walker  t hanked everyone t hat  
cont r ibut ed t o t he event ?s success and 
looks forward t o next  year 's sum m it .

 THE 17TH ANNUAL MAN-UP SUMMIT 
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The sum m it  culm inat ed on Sunday w it h a beaut ifu l worship service. Rev. 
Diane Com m ander  com m ent ed t hat  t he Lord was in His holy t em ple where 
m em bers, visit ors and f r iends of  Lit t le Rock  worshipped God in spir it  and 
in t rut h. Men?s Boost ers Vice President , Mr . Payt on Colclough, and Mr . 
Blake Mangum  par t icipat ed in t he l i t any.  We were wonder fully blessed by 
t he Men?s Choir  under  t he direct ion of  Dr . Francis McClain, accom panied by 
Dr . Wil l iam  Crowder , as well as our  Band Koinonia and our  Audio-Visual 
Minist ry t eam .

Dr . Walker  along w it h t he Men?s Boost ers Minist ry 's new  president , Mr . 
Ronald Nelson, and vice president , Mr . Payt on Colclough, as well as all of  
t he Men's Boost ers Club m em bers present  st ood in solidar it y as it  was 
announced, The Men?s Boost ers Minist ry ?President ?s Award? has been 
renam ed, ?The Chr is Caldwell Award? t o m em or ialize his m em ory here at  
t he church for  perpet uit y.  The f irst  recipient  of   "The Chr is Caldwell 
Award"  was awarded post hum ously t o Mr . Chr is Caldwell.  Mrs. Vangela 
Wit herspoon accept ed t he award on behalf  of  t he fam ily. The guest  
m inist er  was Rev. Lawrence Whit e, Past or  of  Kessler  Tem ple A.M.E. Zion 
Church, Henderson, Nor t h Carolina who was accom panied by his w ife and 
ot her  fam ily m em bers.  Rev. Whit e used Ephesians 4:11-16 t o preach a 
power ful serm on on st aying anchored and m at ured in t he Lord.

By Lisa Fuller
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Men's Boost ers Minist ry President
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 THE 17TH ANNUAL MAN-UP SUMMIT 

The Men?s Boost ers Minist ry ?President ?s Award? has been renam ed, 
?The Chr is Caldwell Award? t o m em or ialize his m em ory here at  t he 
church for  perpet uit y.  The f irst  recipient  of   "The Chr is Caldwell 
Award"  was awarded post hum ously t o Mr . Chr is Caldwell. 

  "The Chr is Caldwell Award"  
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 CHRISTMAS AT THE ROCK

On Decem ber  17, 2023, im m ediat ely fol low ing a wonder ful m orning worship 
service, The Board of  St ewards and Past or ?s Aide Minist ry along w it h ot her  
m em bers gat hered in t he fellowship hall where we shared a fant ast ic recept ion 
w it h good food and fellowship. Dur ing t h is recept ion, our  Past or , Reverend Dr . 
Dwayne A. Walker  and Mrs. Donna-Sm it h Walker , First  Lady were present ed 
w it h Chr ist m as love t okens of  cards and m oney. Thank you t o Mrs. Mat t ie Klut t z 
and t he Culinary Minist ry for  t he delicious m eal.

By Reverend Diane Com m ander
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 CHRISTMAS AT THE ROCK

What  a joyous af t ernoon it  was at  our  
Chr ist m as concer t ! We were blessed t o have 
all in at t endance enjoying t he rem arkable 
select ions f rom  our  choirs. The Am en Choir , 
led by t he except ional Dr . Frances McClain, 
along w it h our  Yout h and Young Adult s and 
Sanct uary Choirs, under  t he direct ion of  our  
est eem ed Minist er  of  Music, Mr . Sid Oliver , 
f i l led t he church w it h heavenly m elodies 
t hat  t ru ly glor if ied God and spread holiday 
joy. The spir it  of  Chr ist m as was alive and 
well as voices l i f t ed in harm ony, hear t s 
were t ouched, and souls were uplif t ed. We 
are grat eful t o everyone who cont r ibut ed t o 
m ak ing t he concer t  a success and t o all who 
cam e t o share in t he celebrat ion of  t h is 
special season. We w il l  cont inue t o car ry t he 
spir it  of  joy, hope, and love t hroughout  t h is 
holiday season and beyond!

AMEN CHOIR

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT CHOIR 

SANCTUARY CHOIR

THE CHRISTMAS CONCERT
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 CHRISTMAS AT THE ROCK

Angel Tree for  Children of  Incarcerat ed Parent s
The Evangelism  Minist ry of  Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church, under  t he leadership of  Rev. Belinda Aust in, Direct or , and 
Rev. Diane Com m ander , Assist ant  Direct or , rendered service t o 45 children in t he Char lot t e area dur ing t he 
Chr ist m as holiday season.  Lit t le Rock  par t nered w it h t he Meck lenburg Count y Jail t o sponsor  t welve fam il ies of  
incarcerat ed parent (s) for  Chr ist m as.  Mem bers of  Lit t le Rock  and several organizat ions (Ushers, St eward Board, 
Men?s Boost er  Minist ry, Sanct uary Choir , and Culinary Minist ry) sponsored t he children, providing gif t s clot hing, 
shoes, and t oys.  The NAACP under  t he leadership of  Minist er  Cor ine Mack  also provided t oys for  each child.  Past or  
Em ily Har t ner  of  Holy Tr in it y Lut heran Church provided food boxes for  each fam ily.

Several ot her  fam il ies were also sponsored.  The gif t s were picked up by fam ily m em bers on Sunday, Decem ber  17t h 
af t er  t he Annual Chr ist m as Choir  Concer t .  Along w it h t he gif t s, each fam ily received a Lit t le Rock  brochure and a 
salvat ion brochure.  The m em bers who sponsored a child were very generous as each child received num erous gif t s. 
As fam ily m em bers received t he gif t s, t hey were very grat eful, and som e even shed t ears of  joy.  Som e also said t hey 
int ended t o com e t o church.

This m inist ry began in 2022 f rom  a discussion t hat  t he past or , Dr . Walker  had w it h Meck lenburg Count y Sher if f  Gar ry 
McFadden.  Dr . Walker  asked m e t o coordinat e t he ef for t . A special shout -out  t o Mrs. Kay Frazier  and Dom inique 
Gary, who were a t rem endous help and  Mr . Dirk  Clark  who delivered som e of  t he gif t s.   It  has been a blessing and a 
pleasure t o all of  us at  Lit t le Rock  t o share our  love and resources w it h ot hers in t he com m unit y.  Mem bers look  
forward t o par t icipat ing each year .

By Reverend Belinda Aust in
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 CHRISTMAS AT THE ROCK
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 DINNER WITH THE PASTOR

I was ext rem ely blessed by t he at t endance and t he int eract ion, quest ions, suggest ions, and com m ent s 
f rom  our  young adult s. I?m  honored t o be t heir  past or ! I was also honored t hat  Mr . Trem aine Mil ler , who 
leads The Young Adult s in Chr ist ian Minist ry for  The Sout heast  Region, A.M.E Zion Church and Ms. Chr ist al 
Burns , who leads The Assem bly of  Chr ist ian Educat ors for  The Sout heast  Region, cam e f rom  Rock  Hil l , SC, 
t o par t icipat e in our  discussion. My w ife, Donna, also par t icipat ed and closed our  session w it h a beaut ifu l 
prayer . It  was a good day!
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 DINNER WITH THE PASTOR
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By Rondah Nelson

Past or  Dr . Dwayne A. Walker  host ed a "Dinner  Wit h The Past or "  for  young adult s on Sunday, 
January 14, 2024. The young adult s were greet ed in t he fellowship hall by t he m em bers of  t he 
Culinary Minist ry who served spaghet t i, salad, and gar l ic bread for  t he dinner . The young adult s 
had an oppor t unit y t o com plet e t wo quest ionnaire form s, one of  which request ed inform at ion 
about  m inist ry involvem ent  and int erest s, t he ot her  which asked t he follow ing quest ions: 

1. What  is your  im pression of  t he church in general and of  Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church in       
par t icular? 

2. What  do you expect  f rom  t he church?

3. What  should t he church expect  f rom  you? 

These quest ions provided t he cr it ical conversat ion point s led by Past or  Walker . The young adult s 
were asked t o provide feedback  and t heir  opinions of  t he church as a collect ive as well as of  our  
specif ic church. The young adult s showed up in subst ant ial num bers and were able t o speak  
f reely in a judgm ent -f ree zone. The conversat ion held was f i l led w it h passionat e expressions of  
past  church exper iences, cur rent  church exper iences, and what  t he age range of  18-40 would l ike 
t o see happen in t he fut ure. Many of  t hose in at t endance shared sim ilar  sent im ent s about  t he 
st at e of  t he church in general, m ent ioning t hat  a lot  of  work  st i l l  needs t o be done, but  t he st r ides 
t aken so far  have been based on t radit ion and past  ef for t s. A com m on t hem e brought  up was 
t hat  t he church t oday is t rying so hard t o w in people over  but  has fallen shor t  by allow ing t he 
cult ure t o dict at e a lot  of  what  happens in t he church and what  is considered accept able. Past or  
Walker ?s exam ple of  a church in At lant a t hat  has been a hot  t opic of  discussion in m any Chr ist ian 
circles was used t o expound upon what  he preached about  dur ing m orning worship. Several 
concerns were raised by m em bers of  t he Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church as well as fel low  visit ors 
f rom  var ious churches f rom  near  and far . The addit ional t opics of  discussion included what  is 
appropr iat e church at t ire, t he role t radit ions play in w inning souls t o Chr ist  and t he role t he 
cult ure plays out side of  t he church, m inist ry reject ion, self -love and et c. When asked, what  t he 
church can expect  f rom  t he young adult s, an overwhelm ing consensus of  ?show ing up and being 
present ? and ?t o assist  wherever  we can, when we are able t o? were am ong t he t op responses 
given. Regional chr ist ian educat ion represent at ives Mr . Trem aine Mil ler , who leads The Young 
Adult s in Chr ist ian Minist ry for  The Sout heast  Region, A.M.E Zion Church and Ms. Chr ist al Burns , 
who leads The Assem bly of  Chr ist ian Educat ors for  The Sout heast  Region graced us w it h t heir  
presence and gave an encouraging word t o t hose in at t endance. First  Lady Donna Walker  led us in 
our  closing prayer . At  Lit t le Rock , our  young adult s are ready t o worship and serve in our  church 
and are eager  t o assist  w it h our  sur rounding com m unit y!
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THE 2024 MINISTRY FAIR

What  an incredible af t ernoon it  was at  t he 2024 Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church Minist ry Fair !  Lit t le 
Rock  cam e t oget her  under  t he leadership of  Reverend Belinda Aust in t o showcase t he ar ray of  
m inist r ies t hat  are at  work  w it h in our  congregat ion.  From  out reach m inist r ies t o worship t eam s, 
yout h in it iat ives t o com m unit y service, our  m inist r ies were on fu ll display, shining br ight ly for  all 
t o see!

It  was inspir ing t o w it ness t he dedicat ion and passion of  our  m em bers as t hey shared t heir  t alent s, 
visions, and hear t s for  service. Each m inist ry boot h was a t est am ent  t o our  com m it m ent  t o m ak ing 
a posit ive im pact  in our  com m unit y and spreading t he love of  God far  and w ide.

A hear t felt  t hank  you t o everyone who par t icipat ed, volunt eered, and suppor t ed t h is event ! We 
w il l  cont inue t o walk  hand in hand, unit ed in purpose and fait h, as we serve t oget her  in t he nam e 
of  love and com passion.

Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church under  t he leadership of  Rev. Dr . Dwayne A. Walker  has 51 act ive 
m inist r ies. To God be t he glory. 

Phot os by Rondah Nelson
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PUBLIC RELATIONS MINISTRY

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRYLAY COUNCIL MINISTRY

TRANSPORTATION MINISTRYPASTOR'S APPRECIATION MINISTRY

W.H. &  O.M.S. BUREAU OF SUPPLY MINISTRY

Phot os by Rondah Nelson

 THE 2024 MINISTRY FAIR

2024 MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS
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 THE 2024 MINISTRY FAIR

Phot os by Rondah Nelson

SUBSTANCE ABUSE MINISTRY NURSERY AND CHILDREN'S CHURCH

TECHNOLOGY MINISTRYHEAVEN'S STOREHOUSE MINISTRY

LITURGICAL DANCE MINISTRYQUILTING MINISTRY
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CHRISTIAN INVITATIONS

TUNE IN WITH OUR

VIRTUAL LINKS

FACEBOOK  -  YOUTUBE  -  WEBSITE

Lit t le Rock  A. M. E. Zion Church Public Relat ions Minist ry 

Dianna Davis, Direct or

Mem bers 

Reverend Diane Com m ander , Glor ia Joyner

Ladocia Crowder , Linda Kennedy, Carol St aley

Lisa Fuller , Phyll is Moore,  Dearest  Pr ice 

Rondah Nelson

About  The Past or Minist er ial St af f Our  Hist ory Cont act  Us

l i t t lerockam ezpr@gm ail.com

EVERY WEDNESDAY 7PM

VOL. 14, NO. 2 NOVEMBER 2023-JANUARY 2024

https://www.facebook.com/LittleRockAMEZion
https://www.youtube.com/@littlerocka.m.e.zionchurch2055
https://littlerockamezion.org/
https://littlerockamezion.org/about-our-pastor
https://littlerockamezion.org/about-our-pastor
https://littlerockamezion.org/about-our-pastor
https://littlerockamezion.org/ministerial-staff
https://littlerockamezion.org/ministerial-staff
https://littlerockamezion.org/calendar-of-events
https://littlerockamezion.org/our-history
https://littlerockamezion.org/our-history
https://littlerockamezion.org/calendar-of-events
https://littlerockamezion.org/contact
https://littlerockamezion.org/contact
mailto:ittlerockamezpr@gmail.com

	January 2024 Little Rock Newsletter
	Cover
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Photo and 3 Columns
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18


