
The Regional Municipality of
Durham and The Regional
Municipality of York have
completed the study request-
ed by the Ministry of the
Environment and Climate
Change on strategies to fur-

ther improve phosphorous
discharges from the Duffin
Creek Water Pollution Control
Plant (Duffin Creek Plant).
The Duffin Creek Plant is
located in the City of
Pickering.

In 2016, Durham and York
Regions undertook the
Phosphorus Reduction Action
Plan (PRAP) study using an
international team of leading
wastewater treatment experts

to research the following:

•                    The level of phos-
phorus removal the Duffin
Creek Plant can achieve with
its current wastewater treat-
ment processes

•                    The level of phos-
phorus removal the Duffin
Creek Plant can achieve with
additional wastewater treat-
ment

•                    Assess the fea-
sibility of reducing effluent
phosphorus during the sea-
sonal algae growth window

The phosphorus reduction
study spanned more than 18
months and included a peer
review by an independent
expert in phosphorus removal
strategies. The Town of Ajax
participated in the PRAP
study. Through this collabora-
tive process, the Town and
Regions were able to identify
key points of consensus and
variance.

Key findings
The Phosphorus Reduction
Action Plan reviewed opti-
mization strategies for the
processes currently in place

at the plant and a range of
potential additional treatment
options. The proposed strate-
gy to optimize the existing
treatment processes at the
Duffin Creek Plant to lower
phosphorus concentrations
will use existing processes
with upgrades to effectively
remove phosphorous to levels
lower than current regulatory
limits. 

The proposed strategy is an
effective way to reduce phos-
phorus levels in the treated
water discharged back into
Lake Ontario. It also ensures
the Duffin Creek Plant
remains an environmental
leader with the lowest phos-
phorus discharge limits of any
plant discharging to the open
waters of Lake Ontario while
having the least impact on
greenhouse gas emissions,
which will remain relatively
unchanged from current lev-
els.

Durham and York Regions are
proud of the exemplary record
of the Duffin Creek Plant as
an environmental leader in
wastewater treatment. The
Regions, along with the
provincial and federal govern-

ments, have invested more
than $850 million over the
past 10 years in upgraded
technologies, equipment,
training and best practices to
ensure the Duffin Creek Plant
continues to protect our near
shore water and local environ-
ment.

Results of the Phosphorus
Reduction Action Plan are
available to the public on the
project website. Residents are
encouraged to view the report
and will have 45 days to pro-
vide any comments or feed-
back to the Ministry of
Environment and Climate
Change.

Phosphorus in the water sup-
ply has been a concern for
many citizens as well as the
use of chlorine and other
chemicals.

It is refreshing to see the
Municipality take the initiative
to assure that levels are with-
ing government guidelines.

The study assures that the
water we put back in is as
clean or better then the one
we consume.
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At The Oshawa Central Newspaper we understand the
growing public concern for the environment.  We do our part
by forecasting the demand of the papers published, based
on our sales performance records.  By forecasting the quan-
tities we are able to determine the amount required to pub-
lish.   This way we eliminate recycling and assure that every-
one that receives a copy will want one to read.  Any
Newspapers that are not sold are delivered  throughout the
City on a promotional basis.  In most cases the free papers
will be a day or two old.   If you want Oshawa’s Number One
Newspaper delivered to your door on time every Monday do
your part and subscribe today,  like the many of your neigh-
bors.  If you like to pick up a copy.  They are available in most
local stores.
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Warm up this winter at our carpeted training centre.  
Book a First Aid & CPR/AED course in December using coupon code 

WARMUP and get 10% off.
Give the gift of knowledge & safety this year.

Gift certificates & first aid kits available
585 Wentworth St. E. #35 Oshawa L1H 3V8

905-240-0092 ~~ info@durhamfirstaid.com ~~ www.durhamfirstaid.com

Winter Warm Up Special

DURHAM AND YORK REGIONS RELEASE RESULTS
OF STUDY ON STRATEGIES TO REDUCE 

PHOSPHORUS FROM THE DUFFIN CREEK PLANT

1345 KING ST1345 KING ST.. (E) OSHA(E) OSHAWWA A (South (South WWest Corest Corner)ner)

905-434-5005905-434-5005

PHARMACY
ALL DRUG PLANS ACCEPTED - EASY PRESCRIPTION TRANSFER

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm Sat 10am - 4pm Sunday Closed


