
Ajax Downs, located in Ajax,
Ontario, a suburb east of
Toronto, has a deep rooted
history of horse racing in
Canada. 

For 40 years, it has been
exclusively devoted to the
sport of Quarter Horse racing.
Many of Canada's top jockeys
have started their careers on
the old "J-track". Formerly
called "Picov Downs" the
name was changed in 2006
with the establishment of a
new Slots facility and con-
struction of a full 6 furlong
oval racetrack which was
completed in 2009.

Mayor Steve Parish is calling
a decision to close the slots
operation in Ajax as “devious,
backhanded and deceitful.”
On Wednesday, a
Peterborough newspaper
reported provincial
Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs Minister Jeff Leal as
saying three gaming sites,
including Ajax, would have the
slots removed.

A Town spokeswoman said
officials have reached out to
the Ontario Lottery Gaming
(OLG) Corporation, but by
late Wednesday had not
heard back.
Parish said the Town was
especially upset it found out
about the developments
through the media and not
being told beforehand by the
provincial government or
Great Canadian Gaming, the
B.C.-based company selected
to operate gaming sites in the
GTA.

On Monday, Ajax council
passed a motion calling for a
third-party review of plans for

the slots.
“Hiding the truth is the same
thing as lying. I expected
more from the government
and more from our MPP (Joe
Dickson),” Parish said.

“I’ve been in politics a long
time and I’ve never seen any-
thing so devious, backhanded
and deceitful. It’s unbeliev-
able,” he added. “In politics,
I’ve seen devious, but this
takes the cake.”

The Town plans to fight to
keep the casino, he said,
adding it will be a major issue
locally during the upcoming
provincial election.

“It may be better to have an
alternative government. This
government is devious. We’ll
fight this all the way,” Parish
said.

"I have sat by for the past few
days listening to the misinfor-
mation that the Town of Ajax
has been dispelling to the
people of Ajax, and the smear
campaign that they have
launched against me.  Mayor
Steve Parish and members of
Council are more than aware
of my support to keep the Ajax
casino in Ajax with the race
track.  I have been a champi-
on of the Slots at Ajax Downs
and Quarter Horse Racing in
Ajax for many years. 

The Mayor and council are
also fully aware that I have
publicly supported the casino
and the racetrack.  In fact I do
it almost everyday.  As far
back as 2015, I provided a let-
ter of support to the Mayor of
Ajax and members of council,
for a letter they were sending
to OLG in support of the slots

and track in Ajax.  To reiterate
what Mayor Parish and coun-
cil already know, the procure-
ment process to modernize
gaming in Ontario is overseen
by a Fairness Monitor to
maintain the integrity of the
process.  It has been con-
firmed, that the Fairness
Monitor abided by "the princi-
ples of openness, fairness
and transparency" during this
process.  I am aware that my
opponent Rod Phillips is com-
ing out in favour of the casino.  
How easy it is for Rod Phillips
to parachute in to the riding of
Ajax and support a casino
staying here, when he is the
author of the OLG
Modernization that could very
well dictate the fate of the Ajax
casino.  However, I will
repeat, I would like both the
casino and the race track to
remain in Ajax.  Furthermore, I
am committed to the sustain-
ability of Ajax Downs and
Quarter Horse Racing in
Ontario."  Joe Dickson, MPP
Joe Dickson.

Ajax, ON - MP Mark Holland
Stated, “I have been closely
following recent develop-
ments with respect to the
casino in Ajax.  While this is
not a decision of the
Government of Canada, it
greatly effects our community
and, as such, I think it impera-
tive that I comment publicly. 
Let me state unequivocally my
belief that the casino and
racetrack should remain in
Ajax and not be moved.  The
casino remains an important
resource for the Town of Ajax,
both in terms of employment
and in terms of the revenue it
provides for our citizens.
Moving it would be a bad deci-
sion and is something I

strongly oppose. I know that
MPP Joe Dickson shares my
opposition.
There was a lengthy process
to establish the casino in Ajax,
that included a local
plebiscite, and its removal
would cause significant
adverse impact to our com-
munity. This is unacceptable
and I have and will oppose it
in any way I can.”

Ajax Council is deeply disap-
pointed that the Town would
learn of such a major decision
regarding the fate of the Ajax
Casino via the media.

As a partner with OLG for
more than a decade, it's unac-
ceptable that we have not
been consulted by the Wynne
government on this closure.
The Ajax facility is one of the
most successful gaming sites
in North America. We made
repeated attempts to meet
with both OLG and Great
Canadian Gaming since the
operator was selected. Now
we know why we were
ignored.
Ajax residents and the horse
racing industry deserve more
than a back room deal. The
Town is now calling for an
independent, fair, public
review of the decision." 
Patrons of Ajax down were left
speechless as they could not
believe that the casion is in
jeaporady of closing.
One patron said, ‘That would
be awful. I travel from
Oshawa by bus here. It is
easy access. Now I wil lbe
forced to go to Casino Rama.
It is a bit out of the way and
transportation is a huge fac-
tor.”
Another patron said, “It is all
politics.  First Brown and now

the casino.  Everyone knows
that the casino is a major rev-
enue cash cow for the region.
Everyone eats off it.  From
jobs to charities.   The mere
threat of closure becomes a
political issue in an area that
is political turmoil.   It seems
everyone now has a care for
the casino.  Yet no one cared
when it was rummored that
the casino may have been
under investigation for possi-
bly mob money laundering.”

Joe Dickson, MPP Ajax -
Pickering in a desperate
attempt to lash out at the
Town of Ajax. Put out this
statement.
"I have sat by for the past few
days listening to the misinfor-
mation that the Town of Ajax
has been dispelling to the
people of Ajax, and the smear
campaign that they have
launched against me.  Mayor
Steve Parish and members of
Council are more than aware
of my support to keep the Ajax
casino in Ajax with the race
track.  I have been a champi-
on of the Slots at Ajax Downs
and Quarter Horse Racing in
Ajax for many years.  The
Mayor and council are also
fully aware that I have publicly
supported the casino and the

racetrack.  In fact I do it
almost everyday.  As far back
as 2015, I provided a letter of
support to the Mayor of Ajax
and members of council, for a
letter they were sending to
OLG in support of the slots
and track in Ajax.  To reiterate
what Mayor Parish and coun-
cil already know, the procure-
ment process to modernize
gaming in Ontario is overseen
by a Fairness Monitor to
maintain the integrity of the
process.  It has been con-
firmed, that the Fairness
Monitor abided by "the princi-
ples of openness, fairness
and transparency" during this
process.  I am aware that my
opponent Rod Phillips is com-
ing out in favour of the casino.
How easy it is for Rod Phillips
to parachute in to the riding of
Ajax and support a casino
staying here, when he is the
author of the OLG
Modernization that could very
well dictate the fate of the Ajax
casino.  However, I will
repeat, I would like both the
casino and the race track to
remain in Ajax.  Furthermore, I
am committed to the sustain-
ability of Ajax Downs and
Quarter Horse Racing in
Ontario."  
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