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STONE HOUSE PLACE

In Bridgeport, Ohio
Affordable Housing for people 62 and older
or those who are mobility impaired
* One bedroom apartments-includes A/C, appliances, cable hook-up * the building includes-elevator, laundry,

outside covered picnic area, community room, service coordinator on site * Rent subsidies available
* Electric allowance included * Small pets welcome

WE ARE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

at Stone House Place
54385 National Rd., Bridgeport
Please call or stop by for an application or more information

Office hours: 9 AM - 3 PM Mon - Fri

(740)633-9929
Ohio Relay 800-325-2223

EQUAL HOUSING

sponsored by Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio OPPORTUNITY
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GOV. JUSTICE HAS TERMINATED THE EMPLOYMENT
OF GAYLE MANCHIN, SECRETARY OF EDUCATION

CHARLESTON, WV - Gov.
Jim Justice has terminated
the employment of Gayle
Manchin, Secretary of
Education and the Arts.

"We have not made a deci-
sion yet on legislation (HB
4006) to reorganize the
Department of the Education
and the Arts," Gov. Justice
said. "Earlier today, Secretary
Manchin asked the Chief of
Staff, Mike Hall, about how
she should approach this. She
was told by the Chief of Staff
to do nothing based upon my
public comments this morn-

AND THE ARTS

ing, and that my decision to
veto or sign this bill has not
been made. Later in the day,
she decided to defy the Chief
of Staff's instructions and
issued a press release. In her
press release she offered to
resign and remove any politi-
cal cloud. If there weren't any
earlier political cloud, now
there surely is one. She was
very critical, made it political,
and put me in a very, very bad
position.

"She was told that we accept-
ed her resignation, she
refused, and we terminated

her.

"As | have been saying for the
last several days, we are con-
tinuing to examine this legisla-
tion looking for cost savings,
how to preserve and promote
the arts, and to make
absolutely, positively certain
that none of the programs or
our citizens will be harmed in
any way. And we will continue
to do exactly that.

"I sincerely appreciate the
years of service Secretary
Manchin has given to the
State of West Virginia."

U.S. CABINET MEMBERS SAY CANADA, MEXICO
COULD ESCAPE NEW TARIFFS

WASHINGTON—Two mem-
bers of U.S. President Donald
Trump’s Cabinet suggested
Wednesday that Canada and
Mexico might escape new tar-
iffs on steel and aluminum, a
potential bargaining chip in
North American trade talks
that heeds the ‘surgical
approach” advocated by
House Speaker Paul Ryan.

“The president indicated that if
we can work something out
with Canada and Mexico they
will be exempted. It's not
inconceivable that others
could be exempted on a simi-
lar basis,” Commerce
Secretary Wilbur Ross told
reporters. He said earlier on
CNBC that the president has
“indicated a degree of flexibili-

Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin said the administra-
tion was “definitely going to
end up” with the across-the-
board tariffs Trump is seek-
ing—25 per cent on steel
imports, 10 per cent on alu-
minum. “But, again, there will
be a mechanism where, to the
extent that the president
wants to give waivers, the
president can do that,”
Mnuchin told Fox Business.

White House spokeswoman
Sarah Huckabee Sanders
said the White House was “on
pace for an announcement’
on the trade penalties “at the
end of this week.”

Trump has said the tariffs are
needed to preserve the
American industries and pro-
tect national security, but he
also has tried to use them as
leverage in the current talks to
revise the North American
Free Trade Agreement, nego-
tiated under President Bill
Clinton.

“We’re cautiously optimistic
on NAFTA,” Mnuchin said.
“This is part of those discus-
sions. But assuming we get
the new NAFTA deal done,
they will be exempted.”

White House adviser Jared
Kushner and staff from the

State Department and
National Security Council
planned to meet Wednesday
with Mexico’s president and
foreign minister in Mexico
City.

Congressional Republicans
and industry groups, warning
of the economic fallout, are
pressing the president to nar-
row his plan, but he appears
unmoved. “Trade wars aren’t
so bad,” he said Tuesday,
adding that the U.S. has long
been “mistreated” in trade
deals.

Hours later, Trump economic
adviser Gary Cohn, who has
opposed the tariffs,
announced his plans to depart
the White House.

Ryan, R-Wis., called for a
“more surgical approach” that
would help avert a trade war.
Added Senate  Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-
Ky.: “We are urging caution,”
McConnell said.

Asked about the calls from
those leaders, Ross said the
White House was “trying to do
a surgical approach.”

Sen. David Perdue, R-Ga.,
who opposes the tariffs, said
after meeting Tuesday with
White House chief of staff
John Kelly that the administra-
tion was willing to consider his
views. “Absolutely. There’s an
openness now,” Perdue said.

“l think there’s been a step
back,” said Sen. Pat Roberts,
R-Kan. “I don’t think he’s
reconsidering, but | think he’s
trying to figure out what his
best step is forward.”

But those views sounded
more like wishful thinking after
Trump’s news conference
with Sweden’s prime minister,
when Trump reiterated his
intentions.

Trump has been keenly aware
of how the tariffs may play in a
March 13 special House elec-
tion in western Pennsylvania,
part of the steel belt, White
House officials have said. The
president is headlining a

Saturday rally in support of
Rick Saccone, who is battling
Democrat Conor Lamb in the
Republican-leaning district.

The dispute over tariffs has
exposed a rift between advo-
cates of free trade, who have
long dominated GOP circles,
and a president who has
railed against China and
pushed for more protectionist
trade policies.

Internally, White House offi-
cials who oppose the tariffs
have urged the administration
to limit the countries that
would be affected and to
impose time limits. This would
help the president say he
delivered on his promise and
still try to avoid possible nega-
tive consequences, said
Stephen Moore, a former
campaign adviser and now an
economist with the conserva-
tive Heritage Foundation.

Republicans in Congress and
within Trump’s administration
say industries and their work-
ers who need steel and alu-
minum for their products
would be hurt by Trump’s
threatened tariffs. They say
Americans will face higher
costs for new cars, appliances
and buildings if the president
follows through on his threat
and other nations retaliate.

Business leaders are mobiliz-
ing against the tariffs. The
Aluminum Association, a
trade group representing 114
member companies with more
than 700,000 U.S. jobs, told
Trump in a letter Tuesday that
it was “deeply concerned”
about the effects of the
planned tariffs and urged him
to seek alternatives such as
targeting China and other
countries with a history of cir-
cumventing trade rules.

Ryan said Trump was correct
to focus on the problem of the
dumping of steel in the U.S. at
lower prices. But he said the
administration’s  approach
was “a little too broad and
more prone to retaliation.”
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