Page. 2

THE OSHAWA/DURHAM CENTRAL NEWSPAPER

March 19th ~ 25th, 2018

Ontario Supporting Municipalities to Ensure Safe Transition to Federal Cannabis Legallzatlon

Province Also Investing in

Police Training,
Investigations, and Public
Education

Ontario is stepping up support
for municipalities and law
enforcement to help ensure
communities and roads are
safe in advance of the federal
government's legalization of
cannabis.

The province will provide $40
million of its revenue from the
federal excise duty on recre-
ational cannabis over two
years to help all municipalities
with implementation costs

related to the legalization of
cannabis.
In addition, Ontario is taking
further steps to ensure a safe
and sensible transition for
communities and people by:

Increasing the capacity of
local law enforcement, includ-
ing the Ontario Provincial
Police, by funding sobriety
field test training for police
officers to help detect
impaired drivers

Creating a specialized legal

team to support drug-impaired
driving prosecutions

Increasing capacity at the

province's Centre of Forensic
Sciences to support toxicolog-
ical testing and expert testi-
mony
Developing a program to
divert youth involved in minor
cannabis-related  offences
away from the criminal justice
system
Creating a Cannabis
Intelligence Coordination
Centre to shut down illegal
storefronts and help fight the
unsafe and illegal supply of
cannabis products
Providing public health units
with support and resources to
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help address local needs
related to cannabis legaliza-
tion

Raising awareness of the
new provincial rules that will
take effect when cannabis is
legalized federally.

Ontario's plan to create fair-
ness and opportunity during
this period of rapid economic
change includes a higher min-
imum wage and better work-
ing conditions, free tuition for
hundreds of thousands of stu-
dents, easier access to afford-
able child care, and free pre-
scription drugs for everyone
under 25 through the biggest
expansion of medicare in a
generation.

QUICK FACTS

Funding will be distributed
to municipalities on a per
household basis, adjusted to
ensure that each municipal
government receives no less
than $10,000.

If the province’s portion of
the revenue from federal
excise duty on recreational
cannabis for the first two
years of legalization exceeds
$100 million, the province will
provide municipal govern-
ments with 50 per cent of the
surplus.

The Ontario Cannabis Act
includes strong deterrents to
discourage illegal cannabis
activities, including high fines
for individuals or corporations
convicted of illegal selling or
distribution, tough provincial
penalties for driving while
impaired and zero tolerance
for young, novice and com-
mercial drivers who drive with
cannabis in their system.
"Today marks an important
step in our commitment to
deliver a safe and sensible
framework for the federal
legalization of cannabis.
Ontario’s funding approach,
developed in partnership with
AMO and the City of Toronto,
will provide municipalities with
access to funding in advance
of federal excise revenues.
Ontario will work collabora-
tively with municipalities and
the federal government to
continue gathering data on
the incremental costs of
implementation."

— Charles Sousa, Minister of
Finance

"Cannabis use and distribu-
tion will be strictly regulated
after legalization by the feder-
al government. This funding
will ensure that Ontario’s
municipalities have dedicated
resources for  cannabis
enforcement. Ontario will con-
tinue working with law
enforcement agencies to pro-
tect our communities from ille-
gal cannabis activity, and to
keep impaired drivers off the
road. "

— Marie-France Lalonde,
Minister of Community Safety
and Correctional Services
"As federal cannabis legaliza-
tion approaches, we want to
ensure Ontarians are protect-
ed from the dangers of drug-
impaired driving and the sale
of illegal, unregulated — and
potentially unsafe cannabis.
That is why it is so important
that our municipal and
enforcement partners have
the tools they need to take
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down illegal cannabis stores,
better detect impaired drivers
and prosecute offenders."

— Yasir Naqvi, Attorney
General of Ontario
"We know municipalities will
play a key role as the federal
government moves forward
with the legalization of recre-
ational cannabis. That is why
we engaged with municipali-
ties early in this process. The
advice received from munici-
pal partners helped inform our
decision making. Our govern-
ment respects the role of
municipalities in the legaliza-
tion of cannabis and we know
we can rely on their valuable
input as we continue to navi-
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Here 15 how to reach us

By mail: 136 Simcoe St North, Unit 4
Oshawa, Ontario. L1G 4S7
Tel: (905) 432-2657
Administration (General Inquiries)
Tel: (905) 432-2605 Circulation
Tel: (905) 432-9987
Classified/Display Advertising
Tel: (905) 432-9989
News Tips And Information
or Fax: (905) 404-0887
Our Email Address is:
newspaper@ocentral.com
Our On line address is:
URL http:/www.ocentral.com
We publish every Monday.
At The Oshawa Central Newspaper we understand the
growing public concern for the environment. We do our part
by forecasting the demand of the papers published, based
on our sales performance records. By forecasting the quan-
tities we are able to determine the amount required to pub-
lish. This way we eliminate recycling and assure that every-
one that receives a copy will want one to read.
Newspapers that are not sold are delivered throughout the
In most cases the free papers
If you want Oshawa’s Number One
Newspaper delivered to your door on time every Monday do
your part and subscribe today, like the many of your neigh-
bors. If you like to pick up a copy. They are available in most

Oshawa's first On Line (Internet) Newspaper

— Bill Mauro, Minister of
Municipal Affairs

"Cannabis legalization will
impact municipal govern-
ments across Ontario and
AMO is pleased that the
province is providing upfront
funding to help local govern-
ments respond to local needs.
Legalization is new for every-
one and both the province
and AMO recognize the need
to monitor and measure the
real costs as implementation
unfolds."

— Lynn Dollin, President,
Association of Municipalities
of Ontario
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