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1. INTRODUCTION & OBJECTIVES

1.1 The purpose of this policy is to enable the School to meet its duty of care to pupils and staff
(and others) by creating a culture of undertaking risk assessments to reduce the risks of all School
business operations, as far as is reasonably practical. The aim is to protect the health, safety and
wellbeing of pupils, staff, visitors and others affected by our operations.

1.2  This policy and associated procedures provides a framework for staff to follow in the
completion of risk assessments. The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
dictate that the School has an absolute duty to carry out risk assessments and record significant
findings in writing. Risk assessments must be ‘suitable and sufficient’. The Independent School
Regulatory requirements demand that the School ensures the welfare of pupils is safeguarded and
promoted by the drawing up and effective implementation of a written risk assessment policy; and
that appropriate action is taken to reduce risks identified.

1.3 The School must take a proactive approach to managing risk, and thereby reduce the
likelihood that pupils and others will be harmed through negligence and lack of foresight or proper
planning.



2. PURPOSE OF RISK ASSESSMENT

2.1Risk assessments focus on prevention, as opposed to reacting when things go wrong, it
is therefore possible to prevent accidents and injuries that could ruin lives, damage
reputations and cost money. Once a risk assessment has been completed the significant
risks must be communicated to staff and others, to enable their co-operation and
informed decisions. Such communication can be done verbally, for example through a
Toolbox Talk or where appropriate more formally by providing a copy of the risk
assessment and discussing the findings during a team or department meeting.

2.2The range of risk assessments used across the school will create a risk profile; covering
the nature and level of the risks faced, the likelihood of adverse effects occurring,
associated costs and effectiveness of current controls.



3. WHAT IS A RISK ASSESSMENT?

3.1 Arisk assessment is a formal examination of potential hazards or harm resulting from school
activities, aimed at identifying actions to reduce risks.

. A hazard is anything with the potential to cause harm, e.g., chemicals, electricity.

. The risk is the chance of harm occurring, along with an assessment of the potential severity.
3.2 The assessment evaluates the severity of potential outcomes and outlines measures to reduce
risks to a reasonably practicable level.

3.3 Risk control measures include actions, procedures, and precautions to minimize the
consequences of identified risks.

3.4 Risk assessments cover various areas, including safeguarding, site security, health, equipment,

sports, boarding, recreation, fire, reputation, compliance, and environmental risks.
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7. TRAININ
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SUPERVISION
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