
13 Colonies 
Interactive 
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Colonial Dossiers, Detective Task Cards, 
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*** Audio Readings included for struggling 
readers!
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12 dossier 
readings on 
each colony 

Flip Book 
Foldable for 
note taking

16 Detective 
Task Cards 
for 
investigation

Bloom’s Taxonomy 
Task Cards for 
deeper understanding

This kit also 
includes video 

directions for the 
foldable and 12 

audio recording of 
the readings for 

struggling 
learners!



Thank you so much for making this purchase!

Kids love glue and scissors so why not combine this love with the 

thirteen colonies!  This mini unit focuses on the foundation of the 

thirteen British colonies including important dates and names.  

Inside you will find:

1 layered flippable

1 video tutorial for the flippable (video included and on YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=rWOOaUTn4HQ&list=UUYy6vaakmV6FTU2tO6h9yeg

12 Colonial Dossiers for reading

12 MP3 read alouds for the Colonial Dossiers (amazing for 

struggling readers)

16 Detective Task Cards

24 Bloom’s Taxonomy Cards

Student directions

I hope you and your students will love this activity!!!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWOOaUTn4HQ&list=UUYy6vaakmV6FTU2tO6h9yeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWOOaUTn4HQ&list=UUYy6vaakmV6FTU2tO6h9yeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWOOaUTn4HQ&list=UUYy6vaakmV6FTU2tO6h9yeg


Suggested Lessons
Lesson 1 - 13 Colonies Flippable

Students could be given the entire packet as one reading, or they could be 

organized into twelve stations.  Aa device could be at each station for 

struggling readers so they can listen to the audio.

Lesson 2 - Detective Task Cards

Students could be asked to answer all the task cards or small groups 

could be given a couple cards to answer and present to the class.  Most 

cards have more than one answer.  Advanced students could be challenged 

to find two answers for each card.  These could be answered in chart 

form in their interactive notebooks.

Lesson 3 - Bloom’s Taxonomy Cards

There are many different ways to use these cards.  You can have students 

start with “Remembering” and choose on one card from each level to 

answer in their notebooks.  you could differentiate and give struggling 

learners the first three levels of questions and give your more advanced 

students the top three levels of questions.

These are just some of the many ways you can use these resources!!!



13 Colonies Foldable
Directions: 

Read each dossier.  In each foldable 

take notes of the following 

information:

❏ Date Founded

❏ Founder(s)

❏ Reason for founding

❏ Two fun facts or “Takeaways”



Maryland Virginia

North Carolina South Carolina



Connecticut

New HampshireMassachusetts

Rhode Island



New York New Jersey

Pennsylvania Delaware



Georgia



Colonial 
Dossiers



























Detective Task Cards

Directions: 

The Detective Task Cards are going to 

ask you to answer questions based on 

the Colonial Dossiers you just read.  

There may be more than one possible 

answer to each question.  Give only 

one answer and include textual 

evidence (a quote) to prove your claim 

(Answer).



1 2

3 4

If you wanted to 

live in a colony 

that accepts 

many religions, 

where should you 

move?

If you wanted to 

live in a colony 

that was founded 

to make money, 

where should you 

move?

If you wanted to 

live in a colony 

that was founded 

for debtors, where 

should you move?

If you wanted to 

live in a colony 

that was founded 

for one religion, 

where should you 

move?



5 6

7 8

If you wanted to live 

in a colony that was 

created because 

Massachusetts was 

too harsh, where 

should you move?

If you wanted to 

live in a colony 

that had great 

farmland, where 

should you move?

If you wanted to live 

in a colony that was 

run by another 

colony, where should 

you move?

If you wanted to live 

in a colony where the 

colonists paid the 

Native Americans for 

the land, where 

should you move?



9 10

11 12

If you wanted to live 

in a colony that had 

difficulty with 

Native Americans, 

where should you 

move?

If you wanted to 

live in a colony 

that was owned by 

more than one 

country, where 

should you move?

If you wanted to live in 

a colony that was 

founded so people of 

one religion wouldn’t be 

persecuted, where 

should you move?

If you wanted to live 

in a colony that had 

a constitution, where 

should you move?



13 14

15 16

If you wanted to live 

in a colony with a 

representative 

legislature, where 

should you move?

If you wanted to 

live in a colony with 

a female leader, 

where should you 

move?

If you wanted to live 

in a colony that had 

fights with other 

colonies, where 

should you move?

If you wanted to live 

in a colony that was 

founded because it 

was given as a gift, 

where should you 

move?



REMEMBERING Bloom’s 
Taxonomy 
Cards

TO ENGAGE THEM ALL ©



REMEMBE
RING

Identify three people 
from the dossiers.  Who 
were they and why 
were they important?

R
em

em
be
ri
ng

REMEMBE
RING

Using a dictionary, 
define colony, 
proprietary colony, and 
persecute.

R
em

em
be
ri
ng

REMEMBE
RING

Identify five words 
and/or phrases that 
show up over and over 
again in the dossiers.

R
em

em
be
ri
ng

REMEMBE
RING

Create a timeline of at 
least five colonies.

R
em

em
be
ri
ng

r1 r2

r3 r4
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REMEMBE
RING

Identify and explain a 
cause and effect 
relationship from the 
dossiers.

U
nd
er
st
an
d
in
g REMEMBE

RING

Create a graphic or 
diagram that could be 
added to the dossiers 
to help with 
understanding.

U
nd
er
st
an
d
in
g

REMEMBE
RING

Pick two people from 
the dossiers.  How are 
they similar?

U
nd
er
st
an
d
in
g REMEMBE

RING

Pick two people from 
the dossiers.  How are 
they different?

U
nd
er
st
an
d
in
g

U1 U2

U3 U4
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REMEMBE
RING

Find an event in the 
dossiers and explain how 
it is like another event in 
history.

A
pp
ly
in
g

REMEMBE
RING

Find an event in the 
dossiers and explain how 
it is like something that 
has happened in your own 
life.A

pp
ly
in
g

REMEMBE
RING

A
pp
ly
in
g

REMEMBE
RING

Pick a choice that was 
made by a founder in the 
dossiers.  Would you have 
made the same choice?  
Why or why not?A

pp
ly
in
g

Choose one of the 
founders from the 
dossiers.  After you have 
read about them, what 
question do you have to 
ask them?

A1 a2

a3 a4
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REMEMBE
RING

Choose an event from 
the dossiers.  What 
were some other 
possible outcomes?

A
na
ly
zi
ng

REMEMBE
RING

In the dossiers, what 
examples can you find 
of individuals struggling 
over power?

REMEMBE
RING

In the dossiers, what 
evidence can you find 
of geography influencing 
events and culture?

A
na
ly
zi
ng

REMEMBE
RING

Explain a cause and 
effect relationship in 
the dossiers.

A
na
ly
zi
ng

A
na
ly
zi
ng

an1 an2

an3 an4

TO ENGAGE THEM ALL ©
TO ENGAGE THEM ALL ©

TO ENGAGE THEM ALL © TO ENGAGE THEM ALL ©



REMEMBE
RING

Find a conflict within the 
dossiers.  Which side do 
you think you would have 
been on? Why?

E
va
lu
at
in
g

REMEMBE
RING

How would you feel if 
you were a teenager 
living in the time period 
from the dossiers?  
Explain why.E

va
lu
at
in
g

REMEMBE
RING

Identify the time period 
of the dossiers.  Why 
would it be better to live 
in that time period than 
today?  Cite textual 
evidence.

E
va
lu
at
in
g

REMEMBE
RING

Choose at last three 
individuals from the 
dossiers and rank them in 
order from most 
influential to least.  Cite 
textual evidence.E

va
lu
at
in
g

E1 E2

E3 E4
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REMEMBE
RING

Choose a vocabulary 
word or person from the 
dossiers.  Create two 
questions where that 
word would be the 
answer.

C
re
at
in
g

REMEMBE
RING

Create a Twitter 
conversation between 
two or more individuals 
in the dossiers.

C
re
at
in
g

REMEMBE
RING

Create a mini graphic 
novel about the events 
in the dossiers.

C
re
at
in
g

REMEMBE
RING

What changes would 
you have made to solve 
a problem from the 
dossiers?

C
re
at
in
g

C1 C2

C3 C4
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, , 

Thank you so much for making this purchase!  To check out more activities for 

middle school social studies, content literacy, and my new math section visit my 

Teachers pay Teachers store at: 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Engaging-Them-All

To take a peek into my classroom and check out some FREEBIES! Visit my blog, 

To Engage Them All at: www.toengagethemall.blospot.com.

Follow me on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/ToEngageThemAll

Check me out on Twitter: https://twitter.com/kwilkinstchr

If you have any difficulty with this product, please consider contacting me 

(engagingthemall@gmail.com) before leaving a rating.  I am more than happy 

to work with you to make your purchase excellent!

Creative Commons Images were used for founders and maps.
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