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The so-called “definitive movie” 
about Mother Teresa of Calcutta will 
be in theaters in October. It sheds 
new light on — and delivers powerful 
images of — the life of this vener-
ated Albanian-Kosovar nun.
Sept. 5 was the feast day of the St. 
Teresa of Kolkata. She died on Sept. 
5, 1997, and was beatified by Pope 
John Paul II only six years later, on 
Oct. 19, 2003.
Her life inspired thousands of books. 
Pope Francis canonized Mother Ter-
esa on Sept. 4, 2016. 
The film No Greater Love, produced 
by the Knights of Columbus, adds 
even more information to her life.
Divided into chapters that tell the 
salient moments of Mother Teresa’s 
life, the film is fragmented with in-
terviews with missionaries, members 
of the order she founded, and biog-
raphers of Mother Teresa. 
The movie is not only a reflection on 
the life of the saint but also gives 
a general perspective of the great 

work that the Missionaries of Char-
ity founded by Mother Teresa do all 
over the world: in Brazil, in the fields 
on the border between Mexico and 
the United States, in the Philippines.
Born in Skopje to an Albanian-Koso-
var family, a minority of the minori-
ties in the Balkan region, she soon 
felt the missionary impulse, entered 
the Missionary Nuns of Our Lady of 
Loreto, and left for India, where she 
began to work as a teacher. 
After witnessing the shocking impact 
of local suffering in the streets of 
Calcutta after some riots, she real-
ized her mission was, first and fore-
most, to be with the poor. Indeed, 
with the poorest of the poor.
From this vocation was born a work 
that has touched the entire world. 
It spread from the slums of Calcutta 
to the Bronx, helping those stricken 
with another kind of poverty: mar-
ginalized AIDS patients, who, at the 
end of the previous century, were at 
first treated like lepers at the time 

of Jesus.
E v e n t u -
ally, her 
vital work 
was rec-
ognized by 
the world. 
In 1979, 
M o t h e r 
Teresa won 
the No-
bel Peace 
Prize, and 
in Oslo, she 
delivered a 
t o u c h i n g 
speech in 
which she 
l a b e l e d 
the nations 
that legal-

ize abortion as “the poorest nations.” 
Mother Teresa’s friendship with 
St. John Paul II bore many fruits, 
including a house of the Missionar-
ies of Charity right in the Vatican, 
where they are today. 
Part of this saint’s enduring legacy 
is her spirituality, her struggle with 
the “dark night of the soul.” 
What is powerful in the film is the 
images. The producers had full ac-
cess to the Missionaries of Charity’s 
archive, finding unpublished or lit-
tle-known footage, including that of 
Mother Teresa acting as an extraor-
dinary minister of the Eucharist.
Patrick Kelly, supreme knight of the 
Knights of Columbus, emphasized 
that the film was born “thanks to the 
relationship of trust between the 
Knights of Columbus and the Mission-
aries of Charity.”
After all, Virgil Dechant, the pred-
ecessor of Kelly’s predecessor as su-
preme knight, was a personal friend 
of Mother Teresa. They collaborat-
ed, sharing the mutual value of char-
ity, at the foundations of the Knight 
of Columbus, considering that “char-
ity is the fundamental principle of 
the Knights of Columbus.”
In a letter sent to Kelly, Pope Fran-
cis thanked initiatives that “help, in a 
creative way, to make zeal for evan-
gelization accessible especially to 
the younger generations.”
Cardinal Sean O’Malley, archbishop 
of Boston, talked about his friend-
ship with Mother Teresa. Although 
he often asked her to send nuns to 
his diocese “to bring healing and con-
solation,” Mother Teresa always ful-
filled the requests.
The movie’s message is that “Calcutta 
is everywhere” — because there are 
those in need everywhere: “There is 
a work of charity yet to be done.”
By Andrea Gagliarducci

New Movie about Mother Teresa Brings More Light to Her Life
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Fr. Tom Morgan

FROM THE DESK OF THE GRAND  KNIGHT

FROM THE DESK OF OUR PASTOR

Bill McClelland

I once had a phone attached to a 
wall, and when it rang, I picked it 
up without knowing who was calling.  

My wife says I keep pushing her 
buttons.  If that were true, I 
would have found mute by now.  

There is no such thing as a grouchy 
old person.  The truth is that once 
you get old, you stop being polite 
and start being honest.

Never iron a four-leaf clover. You 
don’t want to press your luck.

Autopsy Club here tonight. It’s 
open Mike night.

My neighbor said he slipped on my 
gravel, but it was his own dumb as-
phalt.

Tellinng a woman to calm down 
works about as well as trying to 
baptize a cat.

Man: Drink till you want me.
Woman: I can’t drink that much.
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Gene Sanders
October 14

Paul Grant
October 25

Wesley Stanick
October 25

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Chuck Lake
October 3

Joe Moore
October 8

Bill McClelland
October 5

Ed Palus
October 6

As I was 
growing up 
in southern 
I n d i a n a , 
I encoun-
tered very 
few bullies. 

One was in my neighborhood and the 
other was in my school. The neigh-
borhood bully, Gary Shipley, was a 
few years older than I was, and I 
never did figure out 
why he thought he 
should bully me. I re-
call only one major inci-
dent of his bullying me 
and it’s laughable now. 
He tried to pick a fight 
with me in my front 
yard as I was bounc-
ing a tennis ball to kill 
ants on the sidewalk in 
front of my house. I 
had no desire to fight 
him, so he threw me to 
the ground and sat on me. It didn’t 
hurt or frighten me but I remem-
ber calling for my mom to come help 
me. That frightened Gary enough to 
get up and go home (2 houses away). 
Laughable, eh? In my defense, I was 
just a kid.
The other bully, Eugene Pierce, was a 
thin kid, a couple of years older than 
I was, and I wasn’t the only kid he 
bullied, but, again, he never hurt me 
or came close to it. The worst I can 
remember is that he threatened to 
take off my pants and run them up 

the flagpole that was in front of my 
elementary school. For some reason 
that threat was enough to keep me 
out of the Boy Scouts, because when 
I went to sign up, there was Eugene, 
standing on the steps of Riley School, 
looking right at me and then at the 
flag pole. I turned right around and 
ran home. That’s not only laughable 
but pitiful. There were a few other 
times when Eugene bullied me, but he 

never hurt me.
In retrospect, as an 
85-year-old, I suppose 
that bullies probably 
felt lonely and infe-
rior, only wanting a 
friend or two but not 
even knowing it. It’s 
hard to have much wis-
dom when you’re only 
a kid. I have a feeling 
that if a friend or two 
of mine had stood up 
to Gary and Eugene, 

that would have been the end of the 
bullying.
The same thing can be said about 
many things in my life that I regret. 
If only I had given some thought to 
whatever was going on that was both-
ering me, things could have been very 
different. How blessed we are that 
we have a saviour who forgives our 
stupidity and weaknesses. How com-
forting that is. I regret that I didn’t 
have such insight years ago. Even so, 
Jesus and God are still forgiving me. 
What a blessing!

by Jim Hand, Editor

Lou Glorioso
October 29

Waldo Ubiquitous
October 30

God, give me the grace
to accept with serenity

the things that cannot be 
changed,

courage to change the things 
which should be changed,

and the wisdom to distinguish 
the one from the other.
Living one day at a time, 

enjoying one moment at a time
accepting hardships

as a pathway to peace,
taking, as Jesus did,

this sinful world
as it is,

not as I would have it,
trusting that You will 
make all things right

if I surrender to your will,
so that I may be

reasonably happy in this life,
and supremely happy

with You forever
in the next.

Amen

THE
SERENITY
PRAYER
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In 1964, The General Secretariat of the Franciscan Mis-
sions was founded in the US. The sole purpose was to 
promote Catholic missionary work by raising funds for 
friars throughout the world. But our history goes even 
farther back, to when St. Francis came to devote his life 
to aiding the poor.

ST. FRANCIS’ FEAST DAY IS OCTOBER 4, 2022

The patron saint of Italy, Francis of Assisi was 
a poor little man who astounded and inspired the 
Church by taking the gospel literally—not in a nar-
row fundamentalist sense, but by actually following 
all that Jesus said and did, joyfully, without limit, 
and without a sense of self-importance.
Serious illness brought the young Francis to see 
the emptiness of his frolicking life as leader of As-
sisi’s youth. Prayer—lengthy and difficult—led him 
to a self-emptying like that of Christ, climaxed by 
embracing a leper he met on the road. It symbol-
ized his complete obedience to what he had heard 
in prayer: “Francis! Everything you have loved and 
desired in the flesh it is your duty to despise and 
hate, if you wish to know my will. And when you have 
begun this, all that now seems sweet and lovely to 
you will become intolerable and bitter, but all that 
you used to avoid will turn itself to great sweet-
ness and exceeding joy.”
From the cross in the neglected field-chapel of San 
Damiano, Christ told him, “Francis, go out and build 
up my house, for it is nearly falling down.” Francis 

became the totally poor and humble workman.
He must have suspected a deeper meaning to “build up my 
house.” But he would have been content to be for the rest of 
his life the poor “nothing” man actually putting brick on brick in 
abandoned chapels. He gave up all his possessions, piling even 
his clothes before his earthly father—who was demanding res-
titution for Francis’ “gifts” to the poor—so that he would be 
totally free to say, “Our Father in heaven.” He was, for a time, 
considered to be a religious fanatic, begging from door to door 
when he could not get money for his work, evoking sadness or 
disgust to the hearts of his former friends, ridicule from the 
unthinking.
But genuineness will tell. A few people began to realize that this 
man was actually trying to be Christian. He really believed what 
Jesus said: “Announce the kingdom! Possess no gold or silver or 
copper in your purses, no traveling bag, no sandals, no staff” 
(Luke 9:1-3).
Francis’ first rule for his followers was a collection of texts 
from the Gospels. He had no intention of founding an order, 
but once it began he protected it and accepted all the legal 
structures needed to support it. His devotion and loyalty to the 
Church were absolute and highly exemplary at a time when vari-
ous movements of reform tended to break the Church’s unity.
Francis was torn between a life devoted entirely to prayer and a 
life of active preaching of the Good News. He decided in favor 
of the latter, but always returned to solitude when he could. 
He wanted to be a missionary in Syria or in Africa, but was 
prevented by shipwreck and illness in both cases. He did try to 
convert the sultan of Egypt during the Fifth Crusade.
During the last years of his relatively short life, he died at 44, 
Francis was half blind and seriously ill. Two years before his 
death he received the stigmata, the real and painful wounds of 
Christ in his hands, feet and side.
On his deathbed, Francis said over and over again the last ad-
dition to his Canticle of the Sun, “Be praised, O Lord, for our 
Sister Death.” He sang Psalm 141, and at the end asked his supe-
rior’s permission to have his clothes removed when the last hour 
came in order that he could expire lying naked on the earth, in 
imitation of his Lord.
Francis of Assisi was poor only that he might be Christ-like. He 
recognized creation as another manifestation of the beauty of 
God. In 1979, he was named patron of ecology. He did great pen-
ance—apologizing to “Brother Body” later in life—that he might 
be totally disciplined for the will of God. Francis’ poverty had 
a sister, Humility, by which he meant total dependence on the 
good God. But all this was, as it were, preliminary to the heart 
of his spirituality: living the gospel life, summed up in the char-
ity of Jesus and perfectly expressed in the Eucharist.



The Knights of Columbus Council 17249......................................................October. 2022..........................................................................Page 5

I graduated from high school in 1979.  My original 
plan was to go to one of the service academies 
and get commissioned in the military.  My best 
chance was at West Point; the West Point track 
coach came to my high school to recruit me. In-

stead I went to an out-of-state college because I 
got an ROTC scholarship and eventually got commis-

sioned in the Air Force. I was 
in the Air Force for 28 years and 

retired as a Colonel.  I would have 
stayed 28 more if they would have let 

me.  I got to fly in the B-52, flew 25 com-
bat missions during Desert Storm, lived in 

different parts of the country, lived in Ger-
many for four years, and got to work with some 

amazing people.
After my military service, I went to college and got 
my Bachelors of Science in Physics.  I also have three 
Masters degrees and a PhD in Political Science.  All 
of these degrees were paid for in some way by the 
Air Force.
I have been a defense contractor for the last 11 
years.  I have worked for numerous companies supporting both US Central 
Command and US Special Operations Command.  Recently I have been writing 
and publishing articles, chapters, and books for the Joint Special Operations 
University.
With the last name of McCabe I naturally was a cradle catholic.  I went to 
Holy Child Jesus School in NYC and had many a run-in with nuns and rulers!

 PETE McCABE SHARES HIS LIFE STORY
I have been a Knight since 1985.  Dan 
Hale, one of my B-52 crew, was cath-
olic and a Knight and convinced me to 
join.  I did my first 3 degrees in one 
evening. That was a long evening, and 
it was quite an experience.
I must mention one event in my mind 
that had quite an impadt on my life.  
I participated in a military pilgrim-
age to Lourdes while living in Germa-
ny.  In fact I took a German military 
train there and it picked up military 
from various countries along the way.  
The week I was there was the most 
spiritual experience I have ever ex-
perienced.  I just wish I could have 
had my wife and girls there as well. 
Speaking of my family,  my wife Den-
ise, and I just celebrated our 39th 
anniversary.  We have two daughters, 
Katie and Beth, who are married and 
live in the area. 
I have been a part of many councils 
within the US and Germany.The more 
successful ones were the ones in 
which most members were active.  I 
hope our council can continue to grow 
and have an active membership.

Actor Shia 
L a B e o u f 
has an-
n o u n c e d 
that he has 
converted 
to Catholi-
cism after 
perform -
ing the role 
of a mystic 
Franciscan 
C a p u c h i n 
priest.

    LaBeouf was already baptized by 
his uncle but was unaware of the 
completed ordinance when he accept-
ed the role of the titular character 
in Abel Ferrara's Padre Pio. While 
he admitted he took on the role to 
save his acting career in an interview 
with Bishop Robert Barron, the actor 
was so moved by the research that 
went into the role of Padre Pio that 
he became a member of the Roman 
Catholic Church.
    "I know now that God was using 
my ego to draw me to Him, drawing 
me away from worldly desires," La-
Beouf said. "It was all happening si-
multaneously. But there would have 

been no impetus for me to get in my 
car, drive up [to the monastery] if I 
didn't think, 'Oh, I'm gonna save my 
career.'"
    The actor reported he lived with 
a monastery of Franciscan Capuchin 
friars and attended Latin Mass to 
prepare for the role. “It was seeing 
other people who have sinned beyond 
anything I could ever conceptual-
ize also being found in Christ that 
made me feel like, ‘Oh, that gives me 
hope,’” LaBeouf said. “I started hear-
ing experiences of other depraved 
people who had found their way in 
this, and it made me feel like I had 
permission.”
    LaBeouf became particularly fond 
of Latin Mass, claiming it “affects me 
deeply ... because it feels like they’re 
not selling me a car.” However, Lat-
in Mass is disappearing across the 
world after Pope Francis’s mandat-
ing that the Extraordinary Form in 
Latin no longer be practiced in parish 
churches. Latin is still allowed in non-
parish churches, and the Holy See 
has since made a few exceptions, in-
cluding three Latin Masses in Arling-
ton, Virginia.
   “The most high-profile Catholic 

Shia LaBeouf

conversion of the year was nourished 
by a form of the Mass that the bish-
ops, on the orders of the pontiff, are 
doing their very best to stamp out,” 
reporter Adam Shaw tweeted in re-
sponse to the reports of LaBeouf’s 
conversion story.
    The Vatican went on to issue fur-
ther restrictions last December, 
prohibiting confirmations and ordina-
tions from being performed in Latin.
   Pio, born in 1887, was similarly 
given an exception by the Holy See 
in his old age to continue to adminis-
ter Mass in the 1960s in Latin, as he 
could not read very well but had the 
Latin memorized. He was also given 
an exemption that allowed him to ad-
minister the ordinance while seated.
    The mystic priest was ordained in 
August 1910, with signs of stigmata, 
or crucifixion wounds matching those 
of Jesus Christ, first appearing less 
than a month later. Pio would go on 
to serve in the Italian military during 
World War I and later begin to show 
bleeding heart, side, hands, and feet 
wounds. These stigmata would re-
portedly go on to bleed for 50 years, 
healing completely upon his death in 
1968.

Well-Known Actor Converts to Catholicism

Pete McCabe
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Bingo Returns to St. Jerome’s to Everyone’s Delight
       As you should know by now, bingo 
has returned to St. Jerome on Thurs-
days from 1 to 3 pm. There had been 
quite a long hiatus since it closed due 
to COVID. 
     Fr. Tom offered bingo to the 
Knights as a way to generate fun-
draising. At the time, the council 
recognized that in order to take ad-
vantage of this opportunity it would 
require Knights to make a large com-
mitment of time. It also would re-
quire the council to develop charity 
programs to donate and be involved 
in. 
      It is a culture shift for our coun-
cil’s time, talent, and treasure.  We 
found a bingo expert at Fr Lopez 
Council--Mike Hayek--and tailored 
the old bingo program to cut down 
the hours from 6 to 4.  We agreed 
to a six-week trial run, and now have 
completed 20 weeks. To meet the im-
mense labor needs, we developed two 
teams, first of 6, then 8 and now 9 
knights. Many brothers have given 
many hours. The two team captains 
currently are Pete McCabe & Jim 
Blackwell, but others will need to 

step up to this role. Other guys like 
to drop in and we always find some-
thing for them to do. We pray as a 
team before bingo play, and there’s 
plenty of time for fraternizing as 
well.
    Growth has been steady, earn-
ing a little more each week, as a few 
more people come to play. The coun-
cil earns 80% of proceeds, which af-
ter expenses, has been $350-$400/
wk. We share 20% with the church, 
which alone will raise over $5,000 
this fiscal year.  But expenses are 
high: we will spend over $2,000 on 
donuts, and $4,000 on supplies. Eve-
ry week, we give away twenty bingo 
prizes, ranging from $35 to $200. 
This amount grows with the number 
of players , and weekly we now pay 
out over $1,000. We supplement this 
with incentives like spinning a cash 
wheel or offering 4-5 door prizes. 
   The bingo participants take the 
game very seriously. Most play with 
more than one card and still eat a 
snack. Playing requires complete con-
centration, and this is part of the 
appeal for repeat players. A false 

bingo is tolerated but not without a 
few groans. There are snacks (cof-
fee, donuts, etc.) but players cer-
tainly come for more than that. They 
enjoy socializing and bantering with 
the “boys in blue”. Bingo is easy to 
learn if you spend an afternoon and 
help support the charity. Doors open 
a little  before noon, and play starts 
at 1pm. There are some basic rules, 
imposed by the county, such as that 
only adults may be present, and the 
proceeds need to go to a non-profit.   
   We have concluded that Bingo is 
here to stay.
   In order to run the business, 
brother knights, and some women 
will continue to rotate in and out of 
volunteering for it. It gives our coun-
cil the ability to make a difference 
for many charities, to feed the poor, 
help the homeless, lift up the youth, 
protect the unborn, and participate 
in K of C charities like wheelchairs 
for VA hospitals,  Coat for Kids, Food 
for Families. We as a council are lift-
ed up by this growth in charity, made 
possible by bingo.   
By Jim Blackwell 

Barb Behring takes a spin on the Wheel 
of Fortune

Donuts are always a popular snack item, 
but as you can see, they don’t last very 
long when bingo is being played.

Balls are always clearly displayed and 
called over the PA system.

Choir members of-
ten come dressed in 
fancy hats. Whether 
of not it brings them 
good luck remains to 
be seen. The hats 
certainly add to the 
good time they’re 
having, though.
See the next page 
for more choir mem-
bers and their fancy 
hats.

Wayne Nuñez concentrates intently as do 
all the players. Disturbances are discour-
aged.
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Friends enjoy sitting together. As you can see, they are having a lot of fun, win or lose. Needless to say, winning is more fun.

Edgar Lecuyer, Bill Bannon, Pete McCabe, and Jim Blackwell are some 
of the Knights who keep things running smoothly.

It’s obvious that this couple are having fun. Smiles are 
readily available when you’re having fun.

Greg Musick enjoys calling the numbers.
No lollygagging allowed! Mark Godcharles and Tracy 

Swain express their friend-
ship

This is just a sample of the number of players who show 
up every Thursday. Just take a look at the parking lot 
and you’ll have an even better idea.

Some more choir 
women enjoying 
how they look.
Who doesn’t en-
joy being dressed 
to the nines? By 
the way, if you 
know where that 
expesssion came 
from, please let 
me know.
Jim Hand
Newsletter Editor
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I had heard 
of the story 
of a death 
row inmate 
who had 
converted 

to Christ's Holy, Catholic, and Ap-
ostolic Church after having experi-
enced a Marian apparition but, frank-
ly, you hear about these stories all 
the time and they turn out to be lit-
tle more than pious tales rather than 
historically accurate accounts.
Having spoken with Fr. Malcolm 
O'Leary, the pastor of St. Mary's 
Catholic Church in Vicksburg, Missis-
sippi, I'm convinced that the greater 
aspects of the story are credible. In 
other words, there's more truth than 
myth in the tale and the few discrep-
ancies between versions of the story 
are barely enough to choke a skeptic.
Born in Stuttgart, Arkansas, Claude 
Newman (1923-1944) was an illiter-
ate, black sharecropper raised by 
his grandmother, Ellen Newman, of 
Bovina, Mississippi. In 1939, Mrs. 
Newman married a man named Sid 
Cook who repeatedly sexually and 
physically abused her. This angered 
Claude.
In 1940, at the age of 17, Claude 
found employment as a farmhand on 
Ceres Plantation in Bovina, Mississip-
pi and got married. On Dec. 19, 1942, 
egged on by his friend Elbert Har-
ris, Claude lay in wait at Sid Cook’s 
house. By this time, Sid and Claude's 
grandmother had separated. As soon 
as Sid entered his home, Claude shot 
and killed him, took his money, and 
fled to his mother's house in Arkan-
sas two days later.
In January, 1943, law enforcement 
captured Claude and returned him to 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. He confessed 
to the crime, but his lawyer urged 
the court to reject his confession as 
being coerced. Despite this, Claude 
was found guilty and sentenced to die 
in the electric chair. An appeal to re-
try the case was rejected and he was 
scheduled to be executed on January 
20, 1944.
Prison chaplain Fr. Robert O'Leary 
(1911-1984)—no relation to the cur-
rent pastor of St. Mary's whom I in-
terviewed—came to know Claude very 
well during the latter's imprisonment. 
While on death row, Claude shared 
a cellblock with four other prison-
ers. One night, as the five men sat 
talking, Claude noticed a Miraculous 
Medal around his fellow prisoner's 
neck. Curious, he asked the man as 
to its meaning. The man either didn’t 

want to speak or was otherwise furi-
ous at Claude's question. He gave it 
to Claude, who picked it up and placed 
it around his own neck without fully 
understanding its significance.
During that night, some sources say, 
Claude was awak-
ened with a gen-
tle touch upon his 
wrist. He awoke 
to find, as he later 
explained to Fr. 
O’Leary, "the most 
beautiful woman 
that God ever cre-
ated." Shocked at 
the appearance of 
this woman in his 
prison cell, Claude 
panicked, but the 
mysterious Lady 
calmed Claude say-
ing, "If you would 
like me to be your Mother, and you 
would like to be my child, send for 
a priest of the Catholic Church." At 
that, the apparition disappeared.
Claude started yelling "A ghost! A 
ghost!" and demanded to see a Catho-
lic priest.
Fr. O'Leary was called first thing the 
next morning and met with Claude 
who nervously told the priest what 
he experienced the previous night. 
Moved by the experience, Claude and 
his cellmates asked to be received 
into the Catholic Church.
As part of the catechetical instruc-
tion, Fr. O'Leary came to understand 
that Claude was completely illiterate 
and knew almost nothing about Chris-
tianity. He believed in God's exist-
ence but knew nothing else.
A few days later, two religious sis-
ters from Fr. O'Leary's parish-
school visited the prison. They were 
intrigued to speak to Claude about 
his remarkable experience. During 
the same trip, the sisters met some 
of the women held in the prison. Sev-
eral of those prisoners had heard 
about Claude's experience through 
the prison grapevine and asked the 
sisters for instruction so that they 
too might become Catholic.
Several weeks passed, and Fr. 
O'Leary came to the point of need-
ing to teach the catechumens about 
the Sacrament of Confession. The 
sisters sat in on the class.
The priest introduced the sacrament 
when Claude interrupted him, saying, 
"Oh, I know about that! The Lady told 
me that when we go to Confession, 
we're kneeling down not in front of 
a priest, but in front of the Cross of 

her Son. And that when we're truly 
sorry for our sins, and confess them, 
the Blood He shed flows down over us 
and washes us free from all sins."
Fr. O'Leary and the sisters sat in 
perfect stunned silence. Claude mis-

took their shock 
for anger and fu-
riously apologized. 
"Oh, don't be an-
gry! Don't be an-
gry!" he pleaded. "I 
didn't mean to just 
yell that out!"
Overcome with 
emotion, the priest 
replied, "We're 
not angry, Claude. 
We're just sur-
prised. Have you 
seen the Lady 
again?" Claude 
pulled the priest 

aside not wanting his cellmates to 
hear what he was about to say. When 
they were alone, Claude whispered, 
"She told me that if you doubted me, 
I was supposed to remind you that 
you made a vow to her while you were 
lying in a ditch in Holland in 1940 dur-
ing the war. She said she's still wait-
ing for you to keep your vow."
Fr. O'Leary later related, “Claude 
then told me precisely what the vow 
was.” Claude's revelation absolutely 
convinced Fr. O'Leary that Claude 
was telling the truth.
Apparently, Fr. O’Leary had prom-
ised the Blessed Virgin Mary that he 
would build a church in honor of Our 
Lady’s Immaculate Conception. The 
priest was later able to do exactly 
that in 1947 when he was transferred 
to Clarksdale, Mississippi to serve 
a black parish in need of a church 
building. The Bishop of Natchez, 
Mississippi had been sent $5000 by 
Boston Archbishop Cushing for the 
Negro missions. The money was ex-
actly what was needed to build the 
church for which the Blessed Virgin 
Mary had been waiting.
Stunned, Fr. O’Leary returned with 
Claude to the discussion on Confes-
sion. Claude reminded his fellow pris-
oners, “Don't be afraid of going to 
Confession. You're really telling God 
your sins, not the priest. You know, 
the Lady said that Confession is 
something like a telephone. We talk 
through the priest to God, and God 
talks back to us through the priest.”
A week later, Fr. O'Leary was pre-
paring to teach the prisoners about 
the Blessed Sacrament. The Sisters 
were again present for this lesson as 

The Conversion Story of Claude Newman

        (continued on next page)
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well. Unbidden, Claude spoke. “The 
Lady told me that in Communion, I'll 
see what looks like a piece of bread 
but she told me that it's really and 
truly her Son, and that He'll be with 
me just as He was with the Lady be-
fore He was born in Bethlehem. She 
told me that I should spend my time 
like she did during her lifetime with 
Him―in loving Him, adoring Him, 
thanking Him, praising Him and asking 
Him for blessings. I shouldn't be dis-
tracted or bothered by anybody else 
or anything else. Instead, I should 
spend that thinking about Him.”
After this period of catechesis, 
Claude and his cellmates and the 
women prisoners were received into 
the Catholic Church. Claude took the 
name Claude Jude. The baptismal 
log at St. Mary’s parish in Vicksburg 
records his baptism as being on Jan-
uary 16, 1944.  Fr. O’Leary officiated 
and Sr. Bena Henken was Claude's 
sponsor. Fr. Malcolm O'Leary, the 
current pastor of the parish, verified 
this for me when I 
interviewed him.
Claude's execution 
was scheduled for 
12:05 AM on Janu-
ary 20, 1944―just 
four days later. 
As a last request, 
Claude wanted 
cake and ice cream 
for himself and his fellow prison-
ers saying, “All of my friends are all 
shook up. The jailer is all shook up. 
But you don't understand. I'm not 
going to die; only this body is going to 
die. I'm going to be with the Lady. So 
then, I'd like to have a party.”
Though the warden was initially re-
luctant, Fr. O’Leary persuaded him to 
accept the generosity of a wealthy 
patron of the parish who supplied the 
ice cream and cake for the convicts’ 
party.
After the party, Claude requested a 
Holy Hour with a recital of the Sta-
tions of the Cross.
The prisoner received the Viaticum 
moments prior to his execution and 
Fr. O'Leary prayed with the con-
demned man.
Fifteen minutes prior to the execu-
tion, Sheriff Williamson halted the 
procedure, citing that the governor 
had given Claude a two-week re-
prieve. Unbeknownst to Claude and 
Fr. O'Leary, the sheriff and the Dis-
trict Attorney were secretly trying 
to get a stay of execution for Claude 
to save his life. However, when 
Claude found out, he started to cry 
saying, “But you don't understand! 
If you ever saw her face, and looked 
into her eyes, you wouldn't want to 
live another day!” Claude lamented, 
“What have I done wrong these past 
weeks that God would refuse me my 

going home?”
Fr. O’Leary later testified that 
Claude sobbed as one who was com-
pletely brokenhearted.
The priest had a sudden inspiration 
and reminded Claude of a fellow pris-
oner, James Samuel Hughs, a white 
prisoner similarly on death row, who 
hated Claude intensely. Hughs was 
an ex-Catholic and a convicted mur-
derer. “Maybe Our Blessed Mother 
wants you to offer this denial of be-
ing with her for Hugh's conversion,” 
offered Fr. O’Leary. “Why don't you 
offer to God every moment that you 
are separated from your heavenly 
Mother for this prisoner, so that he 
won't be separated from God for all 
eternity.”
Two weeks later, Claude was finally 
put to death by the electric chair 
on Feb. 4, 1944, having offered the 
intervening time for the expiation 
of the sins of the reprobate James 
Hughs. 
Fr. O'Leary later testified to journal-

ists and his fellow 
priests, and to 
the current pas-
tor of St. Mary's: 
“I've never seen 
anyone go to his 
death as joyfully 
and happily. Even 
the official wit-
nesses and the 

newspaper reporters were amazed. 
They said they couldn't understand 
how anyone could go and sit in the 
electric chair while at the same time 
actually beaming with happiness.”
Claude had his favorite dessert, co-
conut pie, on the night before he 
died. His last words to Fr. O'Leary 
were, “Father, I'll remember you. 
Whenever you have a request, ask 
me, and I'll ask her.”
Claude's death notice was printed in 
the Vicksburg Evening News on the 
day of his execution. He was buried 
in the historic African-American 
Beulah Cemetery in Vicksburg.
On May 19, 1944, three months lat-
er, James Hughs was scheduled to be 
executed for his crimes. Fr. O'Leary 
said of him, “This man was the filthi-
est, most immoral person I had ever 
come across. His hatred for God and 
for everything spiritual defied de-
scription.” He refused to speak with 
any clergyman and showed no re-
morse for his crimes. Once strapped 
into the electric chair, he was asked 
if he had any last words. At that, he 
let lose a stream of the vilest invec-
tive and blasphemies.
Suddenly, Hughs froze as if in horror 
staring off at the corner of the room. 
He screams pierced the otherwise 
respectful silence of the execution 
chamber. He begged the sheriff to 
fetch a priest. Fr. O'Leary came for-

ward and the execution chamber was 
cleared so that the two might speak 
privately. Hughs gave his confession, 
suddenly remorseful of his past life 
and the murders he had committed. 
Apparently, Hughs had experienced 
two visions while strapped in the 
electric chair. The first was of Claude 
Newman who stood before the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary, her hand resting upon 
his shoulder. Claude only spoke once 
saying, “I offered my death in union 
with Christ on the Cross for your sal-
vation. She has obtained for you this 
gift of seeing your place in Hell if you 
don’t repent.”
The second vision was of Hughs’ final 
disposition if he refused to repent.
James Hughs was executed as soon 
as he had finished his Confession and 
given the Viaticum.
Now, even if we were to presume that 
our Lady's apparition wasn’t true, 
even though we have no proof that 
Claude Newman had lied about it, the 
burden of proof for all of the rest 
of these events lies upon the skeptic:
Why did Claude convert to the 
Church having never been catechized 
ever before?
Why was his testimony so powerful 
as to then be able to convert several 
other inmates?
Why was Claude saddened at word of 
his reprieve?
How did Claude know so much about 
the sacraments despite his ignorance 
about every other aspect of Christi-
anity?
How did he know about Fr. Robert 
O'Leary's secret vow to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary?
Why was Claude's conversion enough 
to convert James Hughs, who was 
otherwise not given to repentance, 
let alone spiritual considerations?
Frankly, I was skeptical of the sto-
ry until I spoke with Fr. Malcolm 
O'Leary who admitted that he be-
lieved it. But does it matter? Wheth-
er the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared 
or not, she was still present in that 
cell. Why wouldn’t she be—five of her 
children were there as well. In addi-
tion, a soul was saved and that saved 
soul saved others in turn.
As Stuart Chase pointed out, “For 
those who believe, no proof is neces-
sary. For those who don't believe, no 
proof is possible.” No matter where 
you fall upon the spectrum of credu-
lity, you might consider looking up the 
March, 2001 issue of The Catholic 
Family News in which appears John 
Vennari's article entitled, “The True 
Account of Prisoner Claude Newman.” 
This article is taken from Fr. Robert 
O'Leary's 1960’s radio broadcast 
testimony.

Written by Angelo Stagnaro, for the 
National Catholic Register
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Q: My parish has the chalice back at 
Mass and it makes me uncomfortable 
because of COVID-19. I do not think 
it safe. What can I do about this?
A: I have to admit that I was shocked 
to learn through your question that 
some parishes have brought the chal-
ice back. I had no idea! I assumed by 
month six or so of the pandemic (you 
know, once I had passed the “this will 

blow over by Easter” phase of 
thinking) that churchgoers eve-
rywhere had said a collective 
and final goodbye to the com-
munal cup. I guess I was wrong! 
This is just to say that your 
discomfort with the return of 
the chalice is understandable, 
and I would bet that you aren’t 
the only person at your parish 
who has safety concerns.
In regard to your “What can 
I do about this?” quandary, I 
would first say that you can 
simply not drink from the cup. 

The church teaches that the real 
presence of Christ exists “whole and 
entire” in the individual elements of 
the consecrated bread and the con-
secrated wine; in other words, you 
don’t need to receive both elements 
of Holy Communion to fully partici-
pate in the Eucharist. 
I sense, however, that you may want 
to do more than refrain from per-

CATHOLIC VOICES
Written byTeresa Coda

sonal drinking from the cup. You are 
a part of your parish community, and 
you potentially have concerns about 
the safety of others, even as they 
don’t seem to have concerns for 
themselves. It could be that you wish 
for the cup to be removed as an op-
tion for everyone. If this is true, you 
should feel empowered to write a let-
ter to your pastor and parish coun-
cil, or to schedule a visit to discuss 
the matter of safety and the com-
mon good with them. While I don’t 
know what the results would be (In 
a way, this issue is not so different 
from the question of mandating vac-
cines—again, an instance in which pol-
icy “cares” for the safety of others 
more than they seemingly care about 
it for themselves—and that has been 
complicated, to say the least), I do 
think that all members of the body 
of Christ should feel comfortable us-
ing their voices to express their con-
sidered thoughts and ideas.

Q:  I recently discovered that early 
in our relationship my now-fiancée 
had been cheating on me. It was a 
long time ago (four years), and she 
was the one who told me about it and 
said she was sorry, and I’ve tried to 
forgive her for it, but it still makes 
me question our relationship. I want 
to be forgiving and not hold her past 
mistakes against her, but I don’t 

CATHOLIC VOICES
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know what to do.

A: I hear in your question that 
you want to forgive your fian-
cée but that you are struggling 
to let go of what happened in 
the past. I want to commend 
you for honestly and earnestly 
grappling with a tough situa-
tion, and I’d like to share two 
thoughts that come to mind as 
I consider your quandary. 
    First, forgiveness takes 
time. You mention that you just 
recently learned of your fian-

cée’s infidelity. This is a hard reality 
to have discovered, and however long 
ago it occurred, it is new information 
for you. New information changes 
not only how you look at your fiancée 
now but also how you understand your 
past four years together, and, well, 
that’s a lot. It’s OK to need some 
time to wrap your mind around this 
new information, and it’s OK to not 

immediately feel forgiving toward a 
person whom you love but who has 
hurt you. 
    The second thought has to do 
with how we define forgiveness. Is 
forgiveness acceptance of what hap-
pened in the past, and erasure of 
any hard feelings surrounding those 
events? Or is it a willingness to move 
forward, even as you still feel hurt 
and possibly angry over what hap-
pened? Is forgiveness a feeling, or 
is it an active choice that we make? 
Is it something that we will into be-
ing, or do we only experience forgive-
ness of another through the grace of 
God?
     I ask you to consider what forgive-
ness means to you, and to perhaps 
discuss with your fiancée what for-
giveness might look like in your sce-
nario. I suspect that how you answer 
these questions may impact how the 
path of forgiveness will take shape in 
your life and your relationship. 

CATHOLIC VOICES
Written by Fr. Bryan
 Massingale

Like many Americans, I have followed the 
investigation of the events surrounding 
the violent insurrection at the U.S. Capitol 
on January 6, 2021. Listening to the tes-
timonies given during the public hearings, 
I’ve felt anger, dismay, and sadness. The 
witnesses also arouse in me another emo-
tion: admiration. I admire the courage of 
the Black women poll workers from Geor-
gia who refused to back down in the face 

of threats to themselves and 
their families. I am inspired by 
the courage of Republican law-
makers who acted for the good 
of the country over the short-
term interests of their politi-
cal party. I admire the cour-
age of the young White House 
aide who broke ranks with her 
elders and spoke her truth con-
cerning the events of that day.

In the midst of harrowing vio-
lence and grave constitutional 
danger facing the country, 
the courage of women and men 
gives me both relief and hope. 
The common denominator in all 
of these people is courage.

Traditionally, four virtues are 
called cardinal—from the Latin 
word for “hinge.” These four—
prudence, temperance, justice, 
and fortitude are considered 

the chief capacities that enable one 
to live a moral life. These virtues 
empower Christians to live lives that 
more and more imitate Jesus. As the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
teaches, virtues “dispose all the pow-
ers of the human being for commun-
ion with divine love.”

Of the cardinal virtues, Thomas Aqui-
nas gives pride of place to courage. 
He declares that courage (or forti-
tude) is the condition of every vir-
tue because it provides the strength 
of will needed to exercise any virtue 
consistently. Courage is the willing-
ness to do what is right despite ob-
stacles, frustrations, and fear.

This is a key point. Aquinas holds that 
courage is not the absence of fear. 
Rather, it is the ability to overcome 
fear. It is the strength of character 
to persevere in doing the right thing 
despite being afraid.
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