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TCEQ Small Business & Local Government 
Assistance Section (SBLGA)

LEPC Meeting 
September 27, 2023 

Rebecca Costigan 
Phone: 512-239-7003
Email: Rebecca.Costigan@tceq.texas.gov

Theodora Jacobs
Phone: 713-767-3726
Email: Theodora.Jacobs@tceq.Texas.gov
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Today’s Agenda

SBLGA – Who 
we are and 
what we do

PSTs - Some 
of the TCEQ 
regulations

Spills – When 
and how to 
report a spill
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Small Business and 
Local Government 
Assistance (SBLGA)
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SBLGA Programs Offer:

 Technical Assistance
with understanding the rules and 
meeting requirements 

 One to One Help
 Compliance Tools
 Free & Confidential
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Help for Smaller Entities

Small Business

• Independently owned and 
operated company with 100 or 
fewer employees across all 
locations

Small Local Government

• City of 50,000 or Fewer
• County of 100,000 or Fewer
• ISD with 100,000 or Fewer 

Students
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SBLGA  Programs 

Hotline EnviroMentor Regional Staff

The Advocate 
Electronic 
Newsletter

GovDelivery 
Groups
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Getting Help
Hotline

TexasEnviroHelp@tceq.texas.gov

www.TexasEnviroHelp.org

Contact Regional Office

1-800-447-2827
Monday-Friday  8:00 am-5:00 pm    
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SBLGA
Local Staff 
Available

map of TCEQ 
regions
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Compliance Assistance 
Specialists by Region
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EnviroMentor Program

Volunteer
Program 
Offering 

Technical 
Assistance

Consultants

Engineers

Operators

Lawyers
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GovDelivery 
Groups

Sign up here!

Stormwater

Municipal Solid Waste

Petroleum Storage Tank

Public Water Systems

On Site Sewage Facilities

Wastewater

Landscape Irrigator

Oil & Gas Activity
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The Advocate

Rule changes, workshops, webinars, compliance 
initiatives

Sign up

Sign Up!

Receive e-mail or 
text alerts when 
each new article 
is available

Search

Online archive of 
past topics

View

Articles By Media:

Air

Water

Waste
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TCEQ PST Regulations
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Some of the PST Regulations

• Registration and Self-
Certification

• Financial assurance

• Corrosion protection

• Tank release detection

• Piping release detection

• Spill and overfill prevention

• Construction and 
Maintenance 

• Operator training

• Temporarily out of service 
USTs

• Stage I vapor recovery

• Miscellaneous records

• Release reporting
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Registration and Self-Certification 
Requirements
Annual self-certification for USTs containing motor 

fuel

Report changes within 30 days
ownership/operator
operational status
stored substance
internal/external corrosion protection, 
spill and overfill prevention equipment, and 
release detection methods or equipment
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Registration and Self-Certification

Delivery Certificate Example Registration Form-0724
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Financial Assurance Requirements

• Scope:
• Corrective action (cleanup)
• Third party liability (bodily injury & 

property damage)
• Amount:

• $1 Million per occurrence
• $1 Million annual aggregate

Corrosion Protection
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Corrosion Protection
• Protect all underground/underwater metal components from 

corrosion

• Acceptable methods include:
• Noncorrodible material
• Electric isolation
• Composite or Fiberglass-coated tanks (tanks only)
• Cathodic protection

Tank Release Detection
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Tank Release Detection Requirements

• Tanks monitored for leaks at least once every 30 days
• Method must be able to detect a release of 0.2 gallon 

per hour (gph)
• Conduct in accordance with third-party certification 

requirements/limitations
• Third-party certifications link
• Keep all release detection records for at least five 

years
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Tank Release Detection: Walk-through
Inspections
Every 30-days

• Perform 30-day walkthrough 
inspections for release detection 
equipment:

• Check for alarms 
• Review records
• Check for unusual operating 

conditions
• Dispensing equipment behaving 

erratically 
• Sudden loss of product from system
• Unexplained water in the tank

Every Year

• Annually test release detection 
equipment

• Perform annual walkthrough 
inspections of handheld release 
detection equipment for 
operability

• Examples: tank gauge sticks, 
groundwater bailers

Piping Release Detection
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Methods for Piping Release Detection
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Overfill Device and Spill Prevention 
Equipment
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Spill Prevention Equipment Requirements
• Tight fill fitting
• Liquid tight spill bucket

• Walkthrough inspections every 30 days
• Tightness tested every 3 years OR Double-walled 

and inspect every 30 days

• All containment sumps: 
• Annual walkthrough inspections

• Containment Sumps with Interstitial Monitoring 
(primary release detection method after 1/1/09)

• Test for liquid tightness every 3 years OR Double-
walled and inspect every 30 days
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Overfill Device Records
• Automatic shutoff device

• Visually verifiable by investigator
• Installation records
• Repairs records
• Triennial test results

• Flow restrictor
• Installation records
• Triennial test results
• May not be installed or replaced after Sep 1, 

2018
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Construction and Maintenance Requirements
Construction notification form 
TCEQ-0495

• Installing tanks or piping
• Removing USTs or 

returning to service
• Repairing, upgrading, or 

improving UST
• Integrity assessment
• Entering a UST
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Operator Training Requirements
• Train and designate A/B and C operators for each facility

• List of approved A/B operator training courses
• Training certificate expires after 3 years

• All operators must know: 
• Procedures for addressing a spill
• Location of emergency shut off 
• Contact information for the A/B operator
• When to call “911”

• Unmanned Facility have a weather-resistance sign
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Temporarily Out of Service (TOOS)
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TOOS - Records

Empty
• Corrosion Protection

• Operator Training 

• Empty Documentation

• *Financial Assurance 
• No financial assurance if site 

check was completed
• Documentation of Site Check 

Not Empty
• Corrosion Protection

• Operator Training 

• Financial Assurance

• Annual Self Certification

• Release detection records

• Report Suspected Releases
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Stage I and Stage II Vapor Recovery
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Release Reporting Requirements
• Report within 24 hours to TCEQ’s Remediation Division:

• Date the owner/operator became aware of the suspected release

• Date of suspected release

• Date reported to TCEQ

• Results of investigation 

• Investigate:

• Conduct a system tightness test OR

Site check 

• AND submit Release Determination Report within 45 days with results

• Investigating and Reporting Suspected Releases (RG-411)
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Release Reporting – Forms 

Incident Report Form - 20097 Release Determination Report-0621
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SBLGA’s PST Assistance Tools

PST Super Guide (RG-475)

Petroleum Storage Tanks (PST): Compliance Resources 
webpage 

UST Compliance Notebook for Texas (RG-543)

UST Rule Summary (link)

Spills – What to do 
and how to report
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Report Spills or Discharges

State of Texas Spill-Reporting 
Hotline and the SERC: 1-800-832-
8224—24 hours a day

TCEQ Regional Office, Monday-
Friday, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

Federal National Response Center  
: 1-800-424-8802 (notifying the NRC 
does not constitute notice to the 
state)

Other State Agencies
GLO, RRC, DSHS, TPWD, DPS, 

TDEM
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Spills – Reportable Quantities (RQ)
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Initial phone call information
• The date and time 

• Material identity or chemical name (hazardous)

• Quantity released or spilled and duration 

• The exact location of the spill (waterbodies) 

• Water pollution.

• Source of the release or spill.

• Contact information for the responsible party

• Steps to contain and clean 

• Injuries (if any), health risks (medical attention)

• Possible hazards to the environment 

• Government or private-sector representatives responding at the scene.
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Spills - 30-Day Follow-up

• Status of spill
• Response timeline
• Weather during response
• Injuries
• Remediation of 
contamination

• Sampling analysis 
• Waste classification and 
disposal
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Spills – Cleanup
• The person responsible for cleaning up a spill is:

• owner or operator of a facility from which a spill emanates;
• owner, operator, or demise charterer of a vessel from which a spill emanates; 

or
• any other person who causes, suffers, allows, or permits a spill or 

discharge

• Return to pre-spill or background conditions and no more than 180 
days

• Texas Risk Reduction Program

• Perform Affected Property Assessment and submit an Affected 
Property Assessment Report (Form-10325) to Regional office

Small Business & Local Government Assistance
1-800-447-2827    www.TexasEnviroHelp.org

Small Business & Local Government Assistance
1-800-447-2827    www.TexasEnviroHelp.org

Thank you!

Rebecca Costigan 
Phone: 512-239-7003
Email: Rebecca.Costigan@tceq.texas.gov

Theodora Jacobs
Phone: 713-767-3726
Email: Theodora.Jacobs@tceq.Texas.gov
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