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FLORIDA UTILITIES CCORDINATING COMIITTEE
MEETING OF SUB-COMITTEE
January 25, 1946
Tampa, Fla.

lMeeting of Sub-Committee of Florida Utilities Coordinating
Committee to discuss coordination of State Road Department building
program with facilities of wire using companies and other utilities.

Those Present were:

r. P. D. Burkett, Peninsular Telephone Company
lIr. B. N. Darlington, Peninsular Telebhone Company
Mr. R, S. Devis, Florida Power and Light Zcmpany
Mr. E. 1. Menendez, Southeastern Telephoze Company
Mr. X, H. Williams, Inter County Telephoae Company

Fr. Charles Loil. State Road Department, Rartow
lir. C. J. DeCamus, State Road Department
Mr. Paul Fuciilo, State Road Department, Ilesvwater

The meeting was celled to order at 10:00 & 2,

In opening the meeting, Chairman Menendez gave a brief
history and outline of the purvose and aims of the Florida State
Tgilities Coordination Jcommittee, relating briefly some of the good
work done through the Cormitiee since its orgenizetion. Fe further
stated that in view of the large expansion program planned by the
Road Department and the many cocordinating problems that were antici-
pated thereby, a sub-committee was appointed to review with the
Road Department, past conflicts und difficulties arising from road
construction companiss not giving proper consideration of the facili-
ties of utility companies. The chief conflict has to do with road
widening and reconstruction a2nd it was his belief that problems of
this kind could be solved by a little closer coordination of sll
parties concerned.

Ir. Davis brought out that telephone companies had more
rights then power comnanies to occupy State Eighway right-of-way but
it would bc advantageous to all concerned if some agreement could
be worked out in order that road work could be coordinated with
noves required of pole lines owned by Power Companies too. Since
the power lines are frequently on purchased right-of-way that may
not appear on the records nor be obvious in the field.

Fr. Burkett felt that some recourse should be allowed when
1 contractor deliberately does damage to property owned by wire
comranies and especially ofter pole lines had been moved to the
agreed location.
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Iir. DeCamps said that the Rocd Department did allow poles
to be set one half the length of the crossarm within their right-of-
way and such deliberate destruction of property should be reported
to the State Road Department.

Chairman Menendez inserted here that this was a two-way
meetine and that anythine the Road Department had to talk a2bout to
the wire comvanies ghould be discussed also.

Mr., Burkett said that there was no particular trcuble with
the Rrpad Devartment itsclf, but the trouble had been with the con-
tractors awarded the jod

Mr. Menendez ciwcd 2 case that had to do with the Road
spartment COHStPUCﬁlOdF atorm sewer. His lires were in danger
of being undermined ond e anpealed to the engin:er in charge for
halp, whereupon the enzinezr showed him a clﬁ"*r in the contract
holding the contractc: .iublie for property damos
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Mr. DeCamps said Iic saw no reason why contractors should
not be responsible .n“ any damags done by them. Such damage should
bz referred to the State Road Depﬂrtm“nt. The contractor in the
cogse of road widening 1ge required to niove 211 fences back to the
vight-of-way line, ard leave them in as good shape asg they were
hafore the move. Any dumage to the fences from improper hendling
is paid by the contractor. However, notificntiorn tq owners of road
widening or other Dept. work affecting their properties should be
the responsibility of the Roud Depurtment. Closer coordinuztion of
all work would be a great factor in overcoming damage and misunder-
standing.

Mr. Davis asked where the responsibility rested for noti-
fying wire users about the ccmmsencement of werk on the contracts
let by the Roa2d4 Dzpartnent.

Mr. Williams brought up here thut contractore had teld him

that it was cheaper tec tear down 2 pole line, and pay the damages
in scme instances than tc try tc avoid the nreperty und thus take
lenger te de the job. Mr. DeCamps said he believed this attitude

f ignorancz comes frem constructicn superintendents!whe have nec
knowledge of the intangible damage such as loss c¢f tcll and other
revenue and possible damags te gocd will and publice relaticns.
hings hard tc evaluate in dcllars, but ncne-the-less 2 real damage
tc errmmunicensticon and power cemnanies.

I"r. DaCamps felt sure that emnlcy~c% ¢f the Department
were rrre than anxious te save the ccmpanies embuirrus sment and
expense. He said 1t wruld be rather hard tec invastigate every po-
wential case of such trcuble, but since the Department had its di-
vicions it was mere or less the respensibility of the division heads



te leock after such things. And the Rcad Department shcoculd net tell

a comnany to move ite preverty indiscriminctely withcut first

studyving conditicns invelved. Mr. DeCamps said he cculd see no

ruﬁcrn why rcad ccntracts cculd nct have clauses in them requiring

~ntractors to cxercise dus 2nd rsascnable cauticn respecting damage
wire ccmpanies plant. (This clause in Specificaticns Art. 7.10
ccs 23 and 24).
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Very cften the Rrad Department will change its mind abcut
2in prcjects even after right-of-way had been secursd. New
‘lans are filed witk the County Cemmissicners shcwing what
il be required frem a right-cf-way standpecint und these plans
cannct be readily changed. These plans are filed with the Ccunty
Saen the County signs contract with the Recad Department tc acquire

right-cf-way. Rrad Department then makes survey shcwing cwner-
nip and cther particulars invelved in the acquisiticn of the
n ceseary right-cf-way. At this pcint all utilities inveclved cruld
> given nectice where their facilities are invelved and cculd prepsi
corrdinate such meves cr rebuilds 2s deemed necessary.
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Mr. Darlingtcn requested thot scme necints shcould be cleared
un regarding the term selective clearineg and just what the telephcrne
o7 pewer ccompanies wruld be required te de in the way cf clearing

: thie area. Ec felt that since 2 clesr right-of-way w2s being
r*von un fcr cne which would have te be eleaned the contracter cr
Read Dopartment shculd make scme adjustment fer this werk. It was
made mrre difficult tc secure the necesgsarv clearance in this crea
because the inhabitante aloneg the hishway were tcld by the Road
Department or contractcrs that the trees cn the selective area would
nct be mclested.

Mr. DeCamps said that he was fully aware cf the situaticn
and did nct see why scne understanding cculd neot be reached regarding
this selective clearing aren. Wire ccmpnaniee shruld nct have tc
dzcoucs right-of-way nermissicn with people along the highway in
tters invclving the Etate's right-cf-way and he wculd make every
mffrrt tc have scmething t+ repert en this scon.

; Mr. Williame vciced the feeling cof all when he asked

Ir. DeCunips th 2t semecne from the Read Departrnient be assigned to

veet with the State Utilities Cuirdinating Ccmriittee. In this way
all utilities cculd cecordinate their werk and have better under-
standing cf each other's prcblems.

Rod Duvic veered slightly from the business at hand at this
ncint, and reteld scme cld jockes which had been suffercd through
S nany times by Williams and Darlingten. Lucky fer him there were
ncrie there whe had net heard them mere than six times before.

It was agreed by 21l that thie had bsen a most profitable
meeting, and Chairman lMenendez thanked all present for their cc-
cperaticn in nmaking it successful.

The neeting adjocurned at 11:55 A.lL



