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Florida Utilities Coordinating Committee 
http://www.fucc.org 

 
Coordination through Cooperation 

Coordination, Cooperation, Communication, & Commitment 
 

   Chair     Vice Chair   Secretary  Treasurer 
Scott Baird  Jeanna Dean  Karen Lund  Jodi Rano 

 
Spring Meeting Location: 

Hilton Ocala, Ocala, FL 
 

Wednesday, April 3, 2019 

7:45am - Registration  
 
8:30am - 10:00am - Steering Committee  
Monmouth Meeting Room  
Jeanna Dean, FUCC Vice-Chair 
 
Jeanna opened the meeting at 8:33am. 
Introduction of members. 
 
By-Laws (Brian Dean & Chris McLaughlin) 
 
Brian Dean reviewed the final bylaws.  The proposed changes were approved by the three voting 
members of the steering committee at the last meeting.  The changes were posted for comment.  Three 
comments were received. The first comment referred to section 3 under Purpose, to add “authorities” 
of the public right of way. The second comment was to add in the fees section that Yancey award 
winners do not pay registration fees.  The third comment questioned the use of the word “equitable” 
under the Purpose section. 
 
Motion to approve the Bylaws as amended by Fred Valdes, seconded by Chris Stermer. Art Gilmore, Fred 
Valdes, and Kris Hayes as voting members approved unanimously. 
 
Policies and Procedures 

Subcommittee created to develop the FUCC Policies and Procedures, consisting of Robb Brown, Art 
Gilmore, Larry Hill, Kris Hayes, Chris Stermer, Brian Dean, Scott Baird, and Chris McLaughlin. 

A monetary amount for each sponsorship level needs to be set/determined.  The idea is to make it more 
attractive for smaller companies to sponsor by adding different/lower levels.  There is a current 
loophole that a table can be purchased without being a sponsor, and this should be changed that a 
sponsorship is required to have a table. 

FUCC Training 

FUCC Certification is gone, but we don’t want the training/materials to go away.  Erik Brueningsen 
volunteered to head this effort.  There are 5 modules.  The intent is to use them in place of the 
Wednesday Educational Seminar.  A decision needs to be made on which seminar to work on first 

http://www.fucc.org/
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(updating to add current information).  The committee agreed to start with the Utility Coordination 
Module.  It would be presentation style with interaction/workshop style. 

Educational Seminars by the Interest Groups 

The Interest Groups are responsible for one educational seminar per year.  Per the By-Laws, they are all 
to be done at the Annual Meeting in August.  Currently, each interest group has been rotating the 
responsibility at each meeting, instead of all at one. 

Robb Brown moved to change the By-Laws to state: “Each interest group will rotate responsibility for 
the educational seminar so that one seminar is conducted at each meeting,” and remove the current 
verbiage which states: ”The educational seminar will be scheduled for the Annual Meeting.” Chris 
McLaughlin seconded. 

Discussion: Chris Stermer asked why it is only a requirement for the interest groups, and not for the 
subcommittees.  The interest groups are permanent and established in the By-Laws.  Subcommittees 
can change. 

Vote to approve motion was unanimous. 

In general, the steering committee would like the seminars to address changes in technology in each 
industry that can be presented to the membership so that all can stay current.  Examples are solar 
farms, smart grid solutions, and small cell.  A suggestion was to revisit the Power presentation that Art 
Gilmore and TK Christie gave at a previous meeting. 

IRS 

Jodi Rano announced that the IRS has reinstated the FUCC’s non-profit status.  We will be filing taxes for 
2018.  There is a possibility that we would have to refile all the way back to 2005, and that we might be 
penalized.  If the organization has more than 50K in receipts, we will need to file regular tax returns.  

Roundtable 

Larry Hill stated that they (Badger) have been receiving more requests from large construction projects 
where all excavation must be hydro-vacuumed (no dig policies).   

Robb Brown asked if there was interest in adding a list of past Chairs to the website. 

Robb Brown asked if there was interest in adding a type of “case history” section to the website to 
include UAM disputes that have been brought to Central Office.  It was countered with Central Office 
UAM decisions are on a case by case basis and are not intended to set a precedence.  

Hotel contracts are up on all meeting locations.  Lori McLaughlin conducted research and compiled the 
information on a spreadsheet for comparison.  It was discussed that Melbourne has meeting space 
limitations and that we were considering inland locations.  It was recommended to consider Naples and 
see how it compares.  The committee recommended to stay at Jacksonville and at Ocala. 

We are looking for sponsors for the Hospitality Suite. 

Regarding the Historian’s report, Chris McLaughlin stated that there is a gap in records from 1994 – 
2007.  He requested that if any prior members had any records, to please provide them to him.  Jeanna 
Dean suggested to look into hiring a company to scan all the old records into an electronic format for 
preservation and proposed to look into pricing. 
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Adjourn  

Kelsey motioned to adjourn, Art seconded. Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 10:00am. 

 
10:00am - 11:30am - FUCC Officers Planning Meeting/Membership & Promotions and Banquet 
Planning  
Monmouth Meeting Room  
Scott Baird, FUCC Chair and Robb Brown, Planning Committee Chair 

Officers meeting to move to Tuesday night at dinner. 

Incoming Secretary 

Trying to find someone from a Utility or Governmental.  If a Utility or Governmental representative is 
not available, might consider a utility design consultant that represents a utility.  

Promotions 

Lanyards will be ordered, in a new style.  Awaiting a quote from Jodi Rano for the speaker gifts discussed 
last meeting.  We currently have the Tumblers and Umbrellas.  We were supposed to have shirts for this 
meeting, but will have them in August. 

Suggestion to pursue purchasing a table/booth at various industry conferences. If we were to get a 
booth, who would man it?  We could pull from the local membership, or from the retired member pool. 

UCC Groups 

The District 2 UCC calls their meeting “the FUCC District meeting”.  The concern is that they shouldn’t 
use the FUCC name when they do not report to the FUCC.  If they were to report to the FUCC, then the 
use of the FUCC name would be ok. 

Short history of the local utility groups was given: they started with Sunshine and FDOT, was supported 
by the FUCC; in 1956, FPL came in and dominated, then Century Link did, then the consultants. 

Now, the liaison groups are struggling with membership.  We would like to bring them into FUCC under 
Membership. 

Treasurer: There is an issue bringing the liaison groups in under the FUCC due to bank accounts/annual 
audits. Liaison groups have their own By-Laws and bank accounts. 

Need to find a spot for the liaison groups to stand up and bring up local issues.  Suggestion to add them 
to the Combined Interest Group updates. 

FUCC should have direct oversite/guidance over the local UCC meetings. 

Banquet Planning (Kelsey Ramnauth) 

2019 Theme: Wild Wild West 

Possible themes for the future: Biker; Roaring 20’s (for 2020). 

Budget is $1000, not including the DJ.  There were complaints that the DJ would not take requests per 
FUCC order.  This is not correct.  The requests that were made were not played due to explicit content.  
The banquet is family friendly. 



Page 4 of 9 
 

Karen Lund to send Kelsey the DJ contact information. 

Suggestion to bring Hospitality stuff down by the pool area after the banquet (maybe rent space if 
necessary). 

Discussion of the need to have liability insurance.  

If a sponsor will be taking over the hospitality room, the FUCC would hand over the coolers and supplies 
to them.  

11:30am -1:05pm Lunch on Your Own 

1:15pm - 1:30pm Opening Comments from the FUCC Chair  
 
1:30pm –2:00pm Why Not Blue? 
Laurel, Santa Anita & Del Mar Ballroom 
Presented by Fred Valdes, Frontier Communications 
 
2:00pm - 2:15pm Break 
 
2:15m - 3:30pm Interest Group Meetings 
 
Power Interest Group - Laurel, Santa Anita & Del Mar Ballroom 

Chair: Rob Morris, FPL; Co-Chairs: Stephen Maniaci, KCI and Larry Blair, 
Pike Engineering 
 

Underground Interest Group - Arlington Meeting Room 
Co-Chair: Trish Miller, Cardno; Co-Chair: Brian Dean, Sunshine 811 
 

Telecommunication Interest Group - Monmouth Meeting Room 
Chair: Stephen Waidley, Frontier 
 

3:30pm –3:45pm Break 
 
3:45pm –5:00pm FUCC Subcommittee Meetings 
 
Joint Use - Arlington Meeting Room 

Chair: Paula Perry, SECO; Co-Chair: Nichole Bates, TECO Electric 
 

Design Build - Laurel, Santa Anita & Del Mar Ballroom 
Chair: Chris Stermer, WGI 

 
TTC/MOT Committee - Monmouth Meeting Room 

Chair: Alan Boaz, WGI; Co-Chair: Chad Swales, Gulf Power 
  
 
Thursday, April 4, 2019 
 
 6:00am - 8:00am - Buffet Breakfast in Hotel Restaurant (Ticket Required) 
 
8:00am - 8:30am - Registration & Member Networking 
 
8:30am - 8:45am - 2019 Spring Meeting Opening Comments 
 
8:45am - 9:15am 
Combined Interest Group, Subcommittee and Standing 
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Subcommittee Updates and Announcements 
 
Awards/Nominations, Chaired by Robb Brown, Duke Energy 

Two awards will be given this year: Malcolm Yancey Award and the John Farkas Liaison Person 
of the Year. 
Need nominations for new Secretary. 

Planning Committee, Chaired by Robb Brown, Duke Energy 
 One more year in Ocala, Jacksonville, and Melbourne. 
 Presented suggestions for meeting locations to the officers. 
 Recommended to stay at the same locations at Ocala, Jacksonville, and Melbourne. 
 Marco Island is now too expensive and they have added large resort fees. 
Power Interest Group, Chaired by Rob Morris, FPL 
 47 in attendance. 
 Streetlights for 3R/resurfacing projects added late in the process. 

Service points for lights/traffic signals-not keeping existing services and forcing the upgrade of the 
meter box. 

 UWS vs “Schedule” – service work happening within the FDOT project construction. 
 UWS and dates for permits. UAOs do not want to put dates for something out of their control. 

Add note on plans specifying max height allowable under power lines (needs to be vetted by 
Central Office).  

Underground Interest Group, Co-Chaired by Brian Dean, Sunshine 
811 and Trish Miller, Cardno 
 29 in attendance. 
 Recap of abandoned facilities presentation from Sunshine 811 perspective. 
 CGA conference recap. 
 Sunshine 811 update tomorrow. 
 Safe digging month is April. 
 Legislative changes. 
Telecomm Interest Group, Chaired by Stephen Waidley, Frontier 
 18 in attendance. 
 Muni’s requesting UWSs (good). 

Permit issues, rejecting for not having enough information. Section 1.7 in UAM allows for 
questioning reasons for rejection. 
Timeframe for relocation of Fiber. (longer due to splicing) 
Muni’s requiring signed and sealed as-builts. 

Joint Use, Chaired by Paula Perry, SECO 
 16 in attendance. 
 Small Cell presentation by Crown Castle. 
 Discussed 5G vs 4G. 
 Design standards for installation. 
 Metering of equipment. 
 Installing in the power space. 
Design Build, Chaired by Chris Stermer, WGI 
 35 in attendance. 
 Presentation for Design Build process. 
 Submit green lines timely. 
 Submit reimbursement/easements in RFP. 
 Identify service points in RFP. 

Mandatory pre-proposal, needs utility participation in meeting.  Happens with short listed teams 
(one on one). 
UWS required per RPF. 
If Design Build changes from RFP that requires additional relocation, DB firm may be responsible 
for compensating the utility. 

TCC/MOT Committee, Chaired by Alan Boaz, WGI 
 11 in attendance. 
 Improper use of General Use permit for lane closures. 
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 FDOT inspectors need to be better educated. 
 New MOT standards updated. 
 Streamline the permit application process, app on the phone maybe. 
 One point of contact. 
 Simplify the notification process. 
 
9:15am - 9:30am – Break 
 
9:30am - 10:30am - Florida Gas Transmission 
Presented by Mike Laycock and Rick Barrett, Florida Gas Transmission 
 
10:30am - 11:30pm - FDOT Forum & District Reports 
District Utility Administrators/Engineers will be in attendance to discuss 
District-specific issues. 
 Tom Bane announced his successor: Patrick Overton 
 District 1: Wayne Chilton (Liaison meeting in September) 
 District 2: John McCarthy (Liaison meeting April 9) 
 District 3: Jonathan Harris (Liaison meeting May 7) 
 District 4: Eugene Khasper (Liaison meeting - may have one in Fall) 
 District 5: Stacy Nester (Liaison meeting May 15) 
 District 6: Xenia Rodriguez (Liaison meeting – not scheduled, may combine with Dist 4) 
 District 7: Dan Hunter (Liaison meeting May 10) 
 Turnpike: Joe Bitar (Liaison meeting combined with Dist 5) 
 Central Office: Shawn Lewis 
 
UAO questions for FDOT 

• What is the procedure to respond back: with an RFI, resubmit, then a new RFI? 
o Tim Allen (FDOT Maintenance/Permitting) – submit application – it will be checked for 

completion (+/- 30 days), once “complete”, the clock starts for 90 days to permit 
issuance– RFI sent – then technical review.  If you receive an additional RFI, UAO can 
request to review AS IS.  If denied, process in UAM 1.7 to find out why. 

o Challenge: get comments, make corrections, resubmit, then more comments that require 
attention. 

o First check is just for missing information, then sent for review to each area (design, 
construction, etc).  They send the RFIs as they are determined, instead of waiting until 
ALL areas have reviewed the application. 

o When submitting a permit package per 2.4, if sent an RFI, UAO can request to review AS 
IS. 

o If in a construction site, may have additional reviewers. 
o FDOT prefers you not to hit review AS IS; it is better to talk it out to see what is needed to 

correct. 
• UAOs have been asked to provide information outside of the right of way. FDOT is not allowed to 

ask that, which is in the UAM, only able to ask for what is within their right of way. 
o Suggested to talk to the maintenance folks.   

• Brian Lantz – inconsistencies with the UPM and the UAM 
o Patrick Overton is not aware of any inconsistencies, but will review.  

 
FDOT questions for UAOs 

• For pole owners – can FDOT remove clean poles? 
o FPL must remove their poles, not sure about others. 

 
11:30am - 1:00pm FUCC Lunch (Ticket Required) 
 
1:00pm - 2:00pm - Educational Workshop (Telecom Interest Group) 
Where Are My Mark-ups? 
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Presented/Moderated by Stephen Waidley, Frontier Communications 
 
2:00pm - 2:15pm – Break 
 
2:15pm - 3:15pm - FDOT Diverging Diamond Project - Sarasota Interchange 
Presented by Kevin Ingle, FDOT Project Manager D1 
Moderated by Jodi Rano, Stantec, FUCC Treasurer 
 
3:15pm - 4:00pm - FUCC Open Mic/Moderated Networking Forum 
This is an open forum for members to ask questions, share and discuss 
concerns, challenges or success with other members. 
 
Recognition of Tom Bane and Cheryl Ritter (both retiring). 
 
Bryan Lantz – regarding District 1, FPL looking to reduce the unreasonable de-energization requests.  
FPL to set FDOT light poles not using cranes or derricks.  Trial basis. Being done under a signed UWS. 
 
By-Laws update 
Brian Dean, Chris McLaughlin, Mike Hamlin, Scott Baird 
 

• Remove the associate member designation.  All would be full voting members.  To vote, must 
have attended two meetings in the last two years. 

• Secretary to maintain Motions Log. 
• Treasurer required to report to IRS annually. 
• Better description of the role of Past Chair. 
• Looked at makeup of Steering Committee.  Combined Phone and CATV, removed Railroad and 

PSC. 
Put out for comments, received the following, and made the changes requested: 

• Added language for Yancey award winners not to pay to attend meetings. 
• Clarified interest group presentations to rotate at each meeting, versus all presenting at the 

August meeting. 
Voting on these changes at the Business Meeting tomorrow. 
 
4:00pm - 5:00pm - Steering Committee (If needed, per Steering Committee) 
Chaired by Jeanna Dean, FUCC Vice-Chair (Laurel, Santa Anita Ballroom) 
 Meeting not held. 
 
5:00pm - 8:00pm Social Networking (Monmouth Meeting Room) 
Refreshments and Hors D’Oeuvres will be served. Cash Bar Available. 
 
Friday, November 9, 2018  
 
8:30am - 9:00am FUCC Networking  
 
9:00am - 11:30am FUCC Business Meeting  
Meeting called to order at 9:00am by Scott Baird. 
Opening Invocation & Tribute to Flag - Robb Brown/All  
Reading of the Minutes – Karen Lund  

Motion to approve meeting minutes (moved by Robb Brown, seconded by Fred Valdes, 
unanimously approved) 

Historian’s Report – Chris McLaughlin  
   
Treasurer’s Report – Jodi Rano  
 Attached 
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Business Session  
Sunshine 811 Report  
 Attached 
FDOT District Reports  

District 1 – Liaison meeting Sept 26, Venice Community Center. Several DBB projects moving to 
DB. Please bring concerns/questions to DUA, open communication encouraged. 
District 2 – 2 meetings per year, will attend Jacksonville. Good for face to face interaction.  
Workload is high, capacity projects, mix of DB & DBB. 
District 5 – Liaison meeting May 15, San Barns Center. 
District 7 – training by David Summers, may present at upcoming FUCC.  Several large projects.  
More training for Muni’s & Counties. Liaison meeting May 10th Tampa Bay Golf Club, Bill Case – 
Chair, have lots of local agency participation. 
Turnpike – good coordination. 
Central Office – no liaison meeting.  Patrick Overton is the new State Utilities Engineer.  
Updating the website with Patrick’s contact information. 

 
Business Reports  
Steering Committee– Jeanna Dean  
 By-Laws were reviewed, we agreed with the changes.  
 Bringing local UCC/Liaison groups into the FUCC. 

Created a committee for Policies and Procedures.  It’s easier to have/change policies and procedures than 
By-Laws.  Thank you to Robb and others for participating. 

Awards/Nominations– Robb Brown  
 Both awards given this year.  Past recipients to nominate. Criteria is available. 

Need nominations for incoming Secretary.  Cannot be a power rep nor a consultant.  Can 
nominate self or someone else.  It is a 4 year commitment. 

Program/Conference Planning – Lori McLaughlin  
 Contracts are signed through April 2020.  Looking at meeting space at Melbourne and Naples. 
Facebook Page - Robb Brown  
 If you have utility related events, Robb can put it on the page. 
E-Business/Web Page – Lori McLaughlin  

Summer meeting – increased the block by 15/night.  Will contact to confirm block open. 
UAM/Standards Review – Bryan Lantz  
 No update 
Railroad – Vacant  
Membership/Promotions – Kelsey Ramnauth  

Melanie Schwartz taking over as chair. 
Banquet Planning – Kelsey Ramnauth  

Theme for the August Banquet will be Wild, Wild West. Good response on food. Family 
invited/encouraged to attend – pre-register necessary. 

 Games planned. Email Kelsey with suggestions or to volunteer to help. 
Enjoyed networking last night.  Plan to continue. 
  
 
Steering Committee Approved Motions for Membership Vote  
Steering Committee - Jeanna Dean, FUCC Vice-Chair  
By-Laws 

• Proposed By-Laws approved by the steering committee in November. 
• Posted for comment on website 
• Minor changes were made per comments received, and these changes were approved by the 

steering committee this meeting. 
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• By-Laws referenced an Annual Seminar, three interest groups to present at August/Annual 
meeting, changed to a rotating basis.  Steering committee approved change. 

 
Motion to accept the By-Laws by Fred Valdes, seconded by Nichole Bates.  Discussion opened.  Motion 
to close discussion by Scott Baird, seconded by Fred Valdes (unanimously approved). 
Vote to accept By-Laws approved unanimously. 
 
New Business/Old Business  - none 
 
Motion to adjourn (moved by Chris McLaughlin, seconded by Chris Stermer, unanimously approved). 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:10am. 



From: Rano, Jodi
To: Lund, Karen
Subject: April 2019 FUCC Treasurer"s Report
Date: Monday, July 15, 2019 8:41:29 PM

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL

Sorry this is so late.
 

2018 FUCC Treasurer’s Report
Income    
Registrations 45,771.01  
Booth Rental 1,000.00  
Sponsorships 40,246.92  
Gross Profit 87,017.93  
Expenses    
Meeting Expenses
BOA/ PayPal Fees
IRS
Accounting Fees
Operations (Printing/Supplies)
Misc. Exp

  52,925.91
2,294,03

850.00
410.00

3,463,61
8.78

Total Expenses   59,952.33
Net Income   27,065.60

 
 
Jodi Rano
Sr. Utility Coordinator

Mobile:  407-342-6167
 
Stantec Consulting Services, Inc
11315 Corporate Blvd, Suite 105
Orlando, FL  32817
 
 
 

 

The content of this email is the confidential property of Stantec and should not be copied, modified, retransmitted, or used for any purpose
except with Stantec's written authorization. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete all copies and notify us immediately.
 

ü Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 

mailto:jodi.rano@stantec.com
mailto:KAREN.LUND@fpl.com




From: Brian Dean
To: Lund, Karen
Subject: Spring Underground Interest Group Notes
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2019 8:53:13 AM
Attachments: image003.jpg

FUCC Spring 2019 UIG Sign-in.pdf

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL

Here are the Underground Interest Group Minutes for the 2019 Spring Meeting
 
Underground Interest Group Meeting - 29 Present (Signed In)

Did a recap of the Fall meeting and presentation on Abandoned Facilities

Sunshine 811 - If the facility is in use or will be in use it must be located

CGA - Locate it but there is no need to maintain maps

FDOT - No such thing - Out of Service, In Place

Some requirements to grout OSIP lines

Gave a recap of the Common Ground Alliance Excavation Safety Expo

March 20-28 in Tampa

They come to Florida every other year

Great exhibit hall with 300 vendors dedicated to underground facility damage
prevention

Sunshine 811 hosted Safety Day on the Thursday of the expo

Sunshine 811 Report

April is Safe Digging Month

Go to www.sunshine811.com for more information

Proposed Legislative Updates

Will not be passed in this legislative session

Includes protection for permanent markers

Changes the waiting time for a normal ticket to 3 days

Adds a Hearing Panel through the State Attorney General’s Office

Panel would hear cases of alleged violations leading to pipeline
incidents

mailto:brian.dean@sunshine811.com
mailto:KAREN.LUND@fpl.com
http://www.sunshine811.com/












General discussion of new technology in locating or designating

Will try to set up a presentation for the November Meeting
 
 
Join us for the 2019 Sunshine 811 Golf Tournament.

May 17th at the Victoria Hills Golf Club in DeLand.
Click on the image below to go to the registration page.

 
Thank you,
 
Brian J. Dean
Sunshine 811
West Region Damage Prevention Liaison
727-424-7778 Cell
386-575-2042 Work
 
 

http://www.sunshine811.com/news/play-the-sunshine-811-2018-golf-tourney-for-a-lot-less-green-than-most2232018-gpf7g
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