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Message from DG Jay Houser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I love the movie Groundhog Day. If you have not seen it, it is about a guy trapped in the 

same day repeatedly and no way out. Some Clubs have fallen into this trap. We do the 

same old things in the same old way and wonder why our Clubs are dying. “We have 

always done it that way” will not help recruit new or especially younger Lions. Thriving 

Clubs understand the need of change. We do not make changes for just change sake, 

but to stay relevant in an ever-changing world. I know I don’t like change either and 

must constantly remind myself to keep an open mind and listen to my fellow Lions ideas 

and passions. My prayer is to never get in the way of a new or old Lions good idea or 

desire to serve. Over the next two months we will be discussing change and why it is 

important to stay relevant, concluding with our convention (Mission Possible: Be an 

Agent of Change) on March 18th. But why all this talk about change. You ask, “Is it really 

needed?” Here are the facts. Since 2021, District 29L has lost five Clubs and we have 

seven Clubs under 10 members. We keep asking why and the first survey is giving some 

Insight on Club satisfaction. So far were getting a C- on our report card. “Keep Calm and 

Lion On” is my theme. No, it’s not time to panic, but it is time to take a hard look at 

what we’re doing and what does it have to do with service, which is our Mission as    

Lions. On the positive side District 29L is up ten members overall. 

Let’s all work together and stay relevant my friends. Thanks for all you do!  

DG Jay 

                  HAPPY GROUNDHOG DAY 



Message from 1st VDG Dan Heintzman 

Happy February Lions of District 29L.  Getting all prepared to go to Chicago for 

DGE Training at the Q Center.  I shall endeavor to learn all I can in order to be 

the very best DG for the Lions and Clubs of 29L as I can.  

  

Thanks to all who participated in my two District SWOT Analysis zoom ses-

sions.  I want to thank PDG Bernie Pitcock for setting this up for me.  If you 

were not able to participate in either session, but do want to express your 

opinions on the district's strengths, weaknesses, obstacles, and threats, please 

feel free to email them to me at ei-

ther deheintzman@msn.com or deheintzman@gmail.com.  I need those opin-

ions by February 28 so I can present my report at the District 29L conference.   

Speaking of the District 29L conference, it will be held on Saturday, March 18 

at the Grand Point Conference Center in Vienna, WV.  $35 is the cost for the 

conference and the registration form is elsewhere in the newsletter.  Our 

guest will be PID Shea Nickell from Kentucky.  Along with several learning ses-

sions, we will also be holding elections for 2nd Vice District Governor and Dis-

trict Governor for 2023-2024.  PDG Bill Syphers will have information forth-

coming concerning your Club's credentialed voters.   

And finally, I would be remiss if I did not extend Valentine's greetings to my 

wife Lion Charlotte.  I love you to the moon and back!!!! 

As always, if I can be of any assistance to any Club or Lion in the district, please 

ask.   

FVDG Dan 



                    New Members!!!! 

                     Paden City Lions Club  

Warwood Lions induct two members. Welcome 

Lions Dave and Patty Wilkinson who were sponsored 

by Margaret Stenger.   

After nearly a year of hard work by Lion Ken Stead and Lion Rodney 

McWilliams, the Paden City Lions Club is back.  With the 6 that were in 

the Paden City Branch Lions Club, 19 additional members were added.  A 

meeting was held at Valley Church in Paden City on January 24.  Lion William 

Bell was elected president, Lion Shauna Williams-Yoho was elected 1st vice 

president, Lion Patricia Smith was elected secretary, and Lion Rodney 

McWilliams was elected treasurer.  DG Jay Houser inducted the new mem-

bers, FVDG Dan Heintzman installed the officers, and PID Larry Johnson along 

with DG Jay an VDG Dan did the new member orientation.  Their next meeting 

will be at Valley Church in Paden City on Tuesday, February 21 at 

6:30pm.  Congratulations to the Paden City Lions Club on continuing a 95 year 

tradition in Paden City!!!!  

Eyeglasses for Recycling will be collected at the 29-L 

Convention on March 18.  Glasses will make their way to 

the Lions of Virginia recycling center to be cleaned, pre-

scriptions identified, and packaged to go on to new own-

ers in other countries.   Package glasses in a     contain-

er, able to be stacked, preferably cardboard  boxes.  La-

bel on the outside your Lions Club and the number of 

pairs of glasses.  Thank you for all you do to help others 

see better!  We Serve. 

Eyeglasses for Recycling  



 

 

Diabetes Awareness #54 

The Importance of Self-Care for Diabetes Management 

 

If you have diabetes, you know that managing it day-to- day takes time and practice.  

Even when you have a daily routine down, life happens and can knock you off your 

game.  And when it does, you’ll want to make sure you have the tools, resources, and 

skills to get back on track. 

 

That’s why participating in diabetes self-management education and support 

(DSMES) is an important part of learning how to live with diabetes.  With DSNES 

you’ll learn  seven key areas of self-care to live well with diabetes. 

Learn more about diabetes self-management education and support (DSMES) 

Diabetes Chair: Lion Mary Kay Wensyel 

Lion On T-Shirts will be available at the District Convention, along with 
the opportunity to make an individual Lion contribution to LCIF.  Through 
the Parade of Checks, Clubs as a whole can donate.  Your donations allow 
LCIF to help people all over the world.   

 

If you have a questions about LCIF, I will provide or seek answers.   

Lion Tony Vandenberg, LCIF Chair, 29-L, email:    ajv26170@yahoo.com   

Diabetes 

Awareness # 54 

The Fairmont Lions Club will celebrate its 

100th Anniversary on Thursday, April 20, 

2023, which is exactly 100 years after the date on 
the club's charter, April 20, 1923. More information 
will be forthcoming. Please plan to join us. 

mailto:ajv26170@yahoo.com






DISTRICT 29-L CONVENTION 

PARADE OF CHECKS – MARCH 2023 

CLUB NAME:  _________________________________________ 

CLUB NUMBER:  ______________________________________ 

Our club is making the following contribution(s) to the Parade of Checks to be held at our District 
29-L Conference: 

 Amount of Check Club Use 

WV Sight Conservation Foundation __________________ _________ 

LCIF __________________ _________ 

Camp Kno-Koma __________________ _________ 

Deaf & Blind Recreation __________________ _________ 

Diabetes Awareness/LEHP __________________ _________ 

Leader Dog __________________ _________ 

Pilot Dog __________________ _________ 

Leo Program __________________ _________ 

Romney Work Program __________________ _________ 

Youth Exchange __________________ _________ 

WVU Children’s Hospital __________________ _________ 

 

Total Contribution(s) __________________ _________ 

 

• If your club is donating toward a club Melvin Jones (LCIF) or a Leonard Jarrett Fellow 
(WV Sight Foundation), please check “Club Use” on this form and also make the notation 
in the memo portion of your club’s check.  All undesignated funds for these two charities 
will be used by the District Governor in naming Melvin Jones or Leonard Jarrett Fellows. 
 

• Make all checks payable to any of the above choices.  Please send the form and 
check(s) to:   Bill Syphers, 77 Raven Avenue, Wheeling, WV  26003 by March 16. 

 



In compliance with Article VI, Section 2 of the Standard Form District By-Laws, I hereby issue 
the Official Call for the 2023 District 29-L Elections. The District 29-L Elections will be held 
Saturday, March 18, 2023 at the District 29-L Convention. Balloting will be done in person only. 
The purpose of the elections is to elect a District Governor, Second Vice District Governor, 
Trustees to the West Virginia Lions Sight Conservation Foundation and other elected positions, 
if required. Issued by me on this day, February 1, 2023.  
Jay Houser  
 
District Governor, 29-L  
 

Any Lion who wishes to be a candidate for district office must file an application for 
candidacy. If you would like an application, send district secretary Bill an email. 
(billsyphers@comcast.net.) The application must be received by the district governor by 
February 16, 2023. Applications can be sent by email. The district governor will then 
forward all applications to the Nominating Committee for eligibility verification. All 
applicants will then be notified of their eligibility. Offices to be elected are district 
governor, second vice district governor, and Sight Foundation trustee. There is no 
application for trustee. If you are interested in being elected, email me, WVSF President 
Gary Pitcock, or DG Jay. 
Applications can be sent by email to gijay180@yahoo.com, or mailed to 423 Henderson 
Ave., Williamstown, WV 26187. 
 
District elections will be held at the convention. Each club should select delegates who 
are members in good standing. Your club will receive a letter with your delegate 
allotment.  
 
DELEGATES MUST REGISTER at the credentials desk upon arrival at the 
convention to receive a certified credential.  A certified credential will be required 
to vote. Alternates will not be necessary. 
 





“The West Virginians are Coming!” 
The West Virginia Lions are Coming!” 

 

 
 

Come together with your fellow West Virginia Lions in Boston, Massachusetts for the 
Lions International Convention. Celebrate all that we’ve done to strengthen 
communities and support those in need. And look ahead at what we’ll do to make the 
world a better place. 
 

As of January 21st, twenty-seven WV Lions have already registered and we hope you will 
join us. Our delegation hotel is the Hilton Boston Back Bay. When you register please 
consider using this hotel.  
 

Boston is bursting at the seams with delicious cuisine and incredible sights to see and 
experience! From historical trails and scrumptious seafood to the biggest celebration of 
American independence, you can make the most of your trip to the 105th Lions 
International Convention 
  

Here’s what’s in store for the convention:  

• Enjoy world-class music and live entertainment  

• Hear from our leaders and keynote speakers 

• March in the Parade of Nations with fellow Lions and Leos 

• Learn and grow your skills in expert-lead seminars 

• Meet Lions staff in the Exhibit Hall 
 

Register at LCICon.lionsclubs.org.  
 

For more info please contact WV LCI Convention Chairperson PCC Al Cox by phone at 304-
216-5251 or email at anewtc2@ aol.com. 





                 Lions Youth Exchange 
On December 3, 2022 Lions Lorrie Krautwurst, Michael Funkhouser and 

Jeff Finch travelled to Flatwoods, WV to interview students applying for 

the Lions Youth Exchange travel scholarships. We had a group of very 

impressive applicants that were chosen to travel based on the essays they 

submitted and their personal interviews.  

 
(L-R) Eddie Sorah wants to go to Germany, Gabriel Beverlin wants to go to Germany, Travis 

Henry wants to travel to Ireland, Clara Holmes wants to go to Italy and Josie Vosvick would 

like to travel to Peru.   

 

There is one other student, Erin Frosch, that we could not interview in 

Flatwoods because she is with her family who are on assignment in 

Germany.  Her older sister participated several years ago and now Erin 

has applied.  PDG Patty Nutter, Lions Michelle Harshbarger and Lorrie 

Krautwurst interviewed Erin via zoom.  She was awarded a travel 

scholarship and she would like to travel to Peru.   

 

All of the students wanted me to thank the Lions of WV for making this opportunity available 

to them. You will hear more from them next summer. 

 

The youth exchange program works only when host families are available for visiting exchange 

students.  I need your help identifying prospective host families with whom you have personal 

knowledge and with whom you would feel comfortable having your son or daughter stay with 

for 4 weeks. There must be a two-parent household with one of the parents available at home 

with the student. Please consider hosting a student but if you can’t please talk to your families, 

friends, co-workers, church families.  Talk with teachers.  They are excellent hosts. Don’t be 

afraid to encounter an experience that will forever enrich your life. 

The Youth Exchange program is dependent upon host families being available to receive youth from 

abroad.  Most of the students are conversant in English, they stay with a family for 4 weeks, and they do 

what the family does, goes everywhere with the family; they are part of the family. As you travel to the 

clubs in your district would you take a moment or two to mention the Youth Exchange program and the 

need to identify host families.  Lions can refer prospective host families to me for more information.  Tell 

them, Don't be afraid to encounter an experience that will forever enrich their lives. 

Thank you for all your help with the above. 

Henry Krautwurst, MD29 Youth Camps & Exchange Chairman 











The following members listed their clubs’ 

name on the last question.  

Boaz 

Dallas  

Elm Grove 

Fairmont 

Follansbee 

Friendly 

Grantsville 

Moundsville 

Mt.Olivet 

Newell 

Nutter Fort 

Pleasants Area 

Warwood 

Wellsburg 

West Liberty 

Western Mon 

Wheeling Island 

Williamstown 

Winfield 
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