REGULAR MEETING OF CELINA CITY COUNCIL –  October 09, 2023


Council President King called the Regular Meeting of Celina City Council to order at 7:05 pm.  Council Members Batlzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott and Sovinski were present.  Also present were Mayor Hazel, Safety Service Director Hitchcock, and Law Director Moore.

CM Scott made a motion to accept the Agenda, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye. 

CM Scott made a motion to accept the tentative agreement with the firefighters, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

Mayor Hazel spoke about the tentative agreement that the local IAFF has agreed to that the City of Celina needed a positive affirmation on order for the contract to be changed and signed according to what was discussed in the executive session.  CM Sovinski made a motion, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye. 

CM Clausen made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0-2 Aye. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
President King spoke about the Committee of the Whole meeting that took place on September 25, 2023. 

COMMUNICATIONS:  
Mayor Hazel spoke about an event that took place the prior Saturday about the installation of a new Ohio Marshallese Board and also mentioned how CM Lochtefeld was installed as a member on their board.  Mayor Hazel spoke about the population that the Marshallese has in the county as well as the City of Celina and how important how thinks this board will be.  

AUDIENCE COMMUNICATIONS:  
Matthew Bowley, who resides at 917 South Elm Street spoke about a previous meeting where some reading material at the library was brought up and he noted that he was a therapist and gave his professional opinion on the matter and how he believes this information is harmful when left out for consumption without explanation from the proper adults in their lives of the “tweens” reading it.  Matthew also mentioned that kids before the age of 13 are usually not curios or interested in sexual depravities in his professional experience.  Matthew asked council if this has been dealt with and removed from the library or at least out of the “tweens” section on display.  Matthew also asked CM Lochtefeld if in his position at the library he has any control over the display books or anything like that.  CM Lochtefeld spoke about the funding of a public library and how the City of Celina has no involvement in that or authority over them and also noted that while he does work in the library, he has no decision-making authority when it comes to purchasing or placing books on display and noted that Mathew would need to talk to the library board about those issues.  CM Lochtefeld also noted that when the audience is addressing City Council, they should be addressing all of City Council and not individual members and noted that everyone’s contact information is on the website and that he finds questions addressing a single person at council inappropriate.  Matthew noted his believe that he should be able to ask questions to elected officials during a public forum like this and CM Lochtefeld noted that he could ask questions in a more private manner and CM Lochtefeld asked President King for his opinion/ruling on the matter and President King noted that he would have to check the council rules to see if questions to individuals are allowed or not but mentioned the Matthew did address the council as a whole generally speaking for most of his time speaking but agreed that this is a library board problem and not a council problem but mentioned that people are just trying to let their opinions be known on matters they feel affect the City of Celina as a whole and also mentioned the Council Members do not have to answer questions asked directly to them.  President King noted that if this is something Council would like addressed in the Council Rules now would be the time to clarify it.  CM Sovinski agreed and pointed out that the City of Celina has really nothing to do with the library as a whole but noted that we do offer a public forum to people and they do not always know what we have power over or not.  President King also noted that as elected representatives if we are not replying to questions through email or phone calls then people are going to come to Council and ask questions and noted he has heard from the public previously about not receiving responses from questions to Council Members.   

NEW BUSINESS: (First Reading)
37-23-O: An Ordinance transferring funds, appropriating funds, and amending various categories within Ordinance 50-22-O as the Fourth Supplement to the 2023 Annual Appropriations, and declaring an emergency.  Mayor Hazel explained all of the items and why the costs are needed and what they are exactly for.  Mayor Hazel spoke in length about the feasibility study and how we have one chance to do this project right and it is very much needed for both the courts and the fire department.  CM Sovinski explained how the budget works and why we make adjustments throughout the year.  CM Scott asked about the City Hall capital and Mayor Hazel noted that they have special project upgrades and are using some of their funds as well.  CM Fleck noted how long-ago city hall was built and how things need to be updated to be ADA accessible and Mayor Hazel agreed.  CM Sovinski made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Baltzell made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye. 

OLD BUSINESS (Second Reading):
36-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to enter into an agreement for Fire Protection with Hopewell Township.  CM Clausen made a motion to pass to a third reading, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye. 

14-23-R: A Resolution accepting donations from C-Town Wings’ 9/11 Fundraiser to the Celina Police Department and to the Celina Fire Department.  CM Sovinski noted that C-Town Wings will not be here much longer and noted that it may be the last donation and so it seems even more meaningful to him.  CM Sovinski made a motioned to pass to a third reading, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye. 

OLD BUSINESS (Third Reading):
None.
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Hazel spoke about the Tree Commission and some of the names that have been selected and that there are two spots that should be filled by the next Council meeting and that they will all be appointed at the same time so they are able to meet in their entirety. 

Mayor Hazel spoke about the leaf pick up and how they plan to start that the next week and that they should be between the curb and the sidewalk and not the street.

Mayor Hazel also spoke about early voting and how the City of Celina encourages voting. 

Mayor Hael spoke about Walnut Street and how the weather has made it a little harder but noted they are making great progress and still plan to do the asphalting.

Mayor Hazel spoke about a pair of right away’s that have been mentioned and are to be considered noting that at least one will be coming to Council during the next meeting.  Mayor Hazel noted that the one on Holly Street still needs to be discussed but is for the safety of the students but Council are the only ones that cane make that happen and that no residents will be affected.  CM Sovinski about a traffic count and they Mayor Hazel noted the school may have done some but if we do the count, it would not be certified but they are able to do it.  CM Baltzell asked how they would be able to tell if it is school student or buses and Safety Service Director noted they would be 15- or 30-minute intervals to split some of those off.  

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
CM Buxton noted that during the last meeting he was asking for the water test for the beaches only, not Paulding and Van Wert and only for informational purposes.

CM Buxton also asked about a new bathroom in Westview Park and Mayor Hazel noted that is a request that they have made to the Bryson Trust.  Mayor Hazel also mentioned that the pond has been completed in West View and they have made protections for the environment and that it will be a good fishing pond. 

CM Sovinski noted on the City of Celina website under the development bottom under city data and mentioned that there is so much data that is great and interesting to know and noted some of the population and it was pointed out that the data is from a third-party website as when you click on the link it takes you to a different website.  Mayor Hazel also spoke about the security of the website and that he is happy to hear good news about the website. 

CM Scott confirmed December 18th as the last meeting of the year and how we will balance the budgets during the meeting and mentioned he will not be able to meet after the 21st of December. 

A Personal and Finance committee was confirmed for 6:00 pm for 10-23-2023.

President King adjourned the meeting at 7:48 pm.

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
