Committee of the Whole
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Council President King; Council Members Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, and Sovinski; Mayor Hazel; Safety Service Director Hitchcock; Law Director Moore

Council President King called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm to speak about Council rules and also discuss personnel.

Law Director Moore spoke about the changes that were previously discussed as well as cleaning up some of the verbiage.  Law Director Moore read the changes aloud for all to hear.  

CM Scott noted that with the changes these would still be public records and it was confirmed he is correct but they would have to go through an extra step to get the addresses instead of just hearing it during the meetings.  

CM Sovinski spoke about the pre-register timesheet and noted that the agenda comes up out on Friday usually so no one could sign up on Thursday unless the pre-registration form was for people to sign up for something they would like to discuss during the following council meeting and possibly put some communication after the reading of an Ordinance if they want to speak about that and now during the audience communication.  

President King reiterated that these are just a proposal and anything can be adjusted with the timelines. 

CM Fleck asked if anyone is able to speak at these meetings for some of the more interesting topics and Law Director Moore noted it would allow anyone to speak unless the majority decided to limit it because there are too many people at that specific meeting.  

CM Clausen asked if those records would need to be kept forever and Law Director Moore noted that would be subject to the records review that is subject to this body.  CM Clausen also noted that he is still okay with people deciding to speak at the Council Meetings without the pre-registration and such stating their name and if they live in Celina or the school distract before speaking.   

CM Lochtefeld spoke about how he believes if someone wants to speak after a certain Ordinance, he would like to see another audience communication on the Agenda after that specific Ordinance.

CM Baltzell likes the idea of a pre-registration but also believes there should be a means where someone can speak the day of without signing up as they may not have been aware of that but does think they should be able to sign up day of.  CM Baltzell also believes the council should have some flexibility when it comes to bigger issues and making sure we want to hear from the constituents first and foremost. 

CM Buxton noted a lot of people do now know their wards but it is helpful for council members to know so they know if they should be the ones actioning the request.  

CM Scott noted he believes audience communication only should happen during the audience communication and noted a recent meeting where he believes that did not exactly take place.

President King noted that it will have to be brought back again but we are making progress and noted they will schedule another Committee of the Whole.  

At 6:50 pm, CM Fleck made a motion to go into executive session to consider appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye. 

CM Scott made a motion to accept the tentative agreement with the firefighters, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 7:03 pm.  Attendees of the Executive Session were President King; Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott and Sovinski; Mayor Hazel, Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Auditor Shinn, and Law Director Moore.

CM Scott made a motion to accept the tentative agreement with the firefighters, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

President King adjourned the meeting at 7:04 pm. 

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
