REGULAR MEETING OF CELINA CITY COUNCIL –  October 10, 2022


President King called the Regular Meeting of Celina City Council to order at 7:00 pm.  Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott, and CM Sovinski answered roll call.  Also present were Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Auditor Shinn, and Law Director Moore.  

CM Scott made a motion to accept the Agenda, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.

CM Clausen made a motion to amend the minutes, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Buxton made a motion to accept the amended minutes, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0-1 Aye.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
None.

COMMUNICATIONS:  
None.

AUDIENCE COMMUNICATIONS:  
None.

NEW BUSINESS: (First Reading)
43-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety Service Director to sign a partnership agreement with Mercer County to enter into an Inter-Governmental Agreement for Storm Sewer Improvements on the west side of Celina.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that we have to enter into this agreement with the county to meet regulations.  CM Scott asked if there was a reason this was not an emergency and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that it was hard to phrase it as an emergency for the City of Celina since the project is being ran through the county.  CM Fleck asked if this involved the West School Project and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that is why they split it into phases so the first phase was so the school could get to that first manhole.  CM Buxton wanted to confirm that we could add the emergency verbiage during the second reading and it was confirmed that is possible.  CM Sovinski noted that he believes this is a project that needs done and will help the whole west side of the City with drainage.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.

15-22-R: A Resolution accepting a donation from Bob Hibner and the Red, White, and Blue Fundraiser to the Celina Police Department.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock pointed out that this is a fundraiser in Coldwater that helps local law enforcement and this year they decided that they would like the money to go toward a range.  CM Clausen was thankful for the donation and asked if this was enough to cover the entire structure and Safety Service Director noted that with the prices where they are today probably not.  CM Scott asked how it has gone with most all of the local law enforcement using our range and Safety Service Director Hitchcock pointed out that they have had no problems at all.  CM Fleck noted that the gun range is in his area and that he has heard no complaints and that it seems to be managed well.  CM Sovinski asked if this should be an emergency so they can facilitate the check and Auditor Shinn confirmed that going the three readings would not change anything.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.

OLD BUSINESS (Second Reading):
42-22-O: An Ordinance accepting a donation from the Celina 2022 Mid-Summer Classic Baseball and Softball Tournament to the Celina Recreation Department to be used to purchase three 7’x7’ Sock Net Screens, appropriating funds, and declaring an emergency.  CM Clausen noted that they saw pictures of the nets last meeting and thought this was a great gesture to the City of Celina and CM Fleck mentioned that these nets are a very important tool for these teams.  CM Clausen made a motion to pass to a third reading, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

OLD BUSINESS (Third Reading):
37-22-O: An Ordinance allowing the Safety-Service Director to enter into an agreement with the Ohio Department of Transportation for Bridge Inspection Program Services, and declaring an emergency.  CM Scott asked if they are currently inspecting our bridges now or will they as soon as this passes and Safety Service Director Hitchcock pointed out that they will then put us on their schedule after it passes.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
None.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
CM Sovinski asked about leaf pick up starting soon and it was determined that it starts on October 18th.

CM Buxton spoke about a house on Buckeye Street that had a bunch of limbs out and asked about zoning and enforcement and Safety Service Director pointed out that the signs were down but noted that the tents are still up and said the engineering department is still working on it while noting that most of the advertising as a business is gone.  

CM Fleck asked about tree limbs on private property in each other’s property and Safety Service Director confirmed that the City does not get involved in those matters and CM Fleck asked Law Director Moore if there was any City law about this and he said he will gladly look at anything they provide but this is more of a matter for litigation through a private attorney.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock also noted that they can speak to their insurance company and be given guidance on what their options are. 

CM Sovinski wanted to confirm that we have restrictions for plant materials in the site areas of intersections and Safety Service Director Hitchcock confirmed that was correct.  CM Sovinski noted that he does not remember the exact intersection but wanted to make note that there is one in the City limits that makes it unsafe.  

CM Clausen asked about the administrative report and how it says Monday October 8th for some of these projects and just wanted to get some clarification on it and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that that was an error and it should read October 10th for those projects.  

President King pointed out that he has been hearing a lot of good things from the community about the projects and wanted to also thank Vince from the engineering department for handling these code enforcement calls.  President King asked if there was anything they can do to repeat offenders and safety service director Hitchcock also pointed out that there are about 15 properties that they do not even notify and they just cut the grass because of various reasons preventing the owner from mowing the properties.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that they can look at the Ordinance and add stricter penalties for repeat offenders but that would involve the court more than likely.  

President King mentioned that he was approached again about getting disc golf in Eastview Park and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that the plan is in early spring or summer a new playground is going to be built in Eastview Park and spoke to one of the people who want to design the disc golf course and the can possibly start during the summer of next year.

[bookmark: _GoBack]President King also spoke about how he was approached about people fishing at the pond in Eastview Park and how they took an entire bucket of small bass fish home and asked if there was anything that we can do about that and Safety Service Director noted that there are fish in the pond and unless council decides to make it no fishing then there is not much that can be done.  President King mentioned that he would recommend catch and release signs out there for a while and CM Scott asked how we would enforce that and President King mentioned that it is more on the honor system.  CM Sovinski asked if wildlife can look at it and make any recommendations and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that they recommended that we create more fish habitats by tying up Christmas trees together but that can make fishing harder for the public but if the ideal is to let the fish grow, we would need a new Ordinance to implement these rules and come up with a punishment system.  

CM Clausen mentioned that he has heard nothing but great things about the pickleball courts that were put up in Eastview Park.  

CM Buxton mentioned that the greater grand lake regional visitor center has made a video advertising the City of Celina and noted that it was on Facebook and thought it was a great video.

CM Scott mentioned that he saw on Facebook that there was a discussion about the old basketball courts and they were wondering when they would be taken out and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that they will not be removed until we put up a new basketball court so there will be the same number of hoops as when we started. 

CM Clausen asked if we were going to be ready to discuss the budget during the next council meeting and Auditor Shinn said she thinks it will be ready for review the first meeting in November and CM Clausen asked if that will be enough time if we do a full three readings and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that they will probably just bring it as apart of the agenda for November and have a committee meeting prior and can always change the budget during the next two or three meetings. 

President King adjourned the meeting at 7:30 pm.

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
