REGULAR MEETING OF CELINA CITY COUNCIL –  November 13, 2023


Council President King called the Regular Meeting of Celina City Council to order at 7:00 pm.  Council Members Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott, and Sovinski were present.  Council Member Baltzell was absent.  Also present were Mayor Hazel, Safety Service Director Hitchcock, and Law Director Moore.

CM Clausen made a motion to amend the Agenda, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Sovinski made a motion to accept the amended agenda, seconded by CM Scott.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

CM Clausen made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 4-0-2 Aye. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
President King spoke about the Committee of the Whole that took place on October 23, 2023. 

COMMUNICATIONS:  
None.

AUDIENCE COMMUNICATIONS:  
Jim Stelzer, who resides at 4611 Saint Anthony Road spoke about previous statements from Mayor Hazel at other council meeting in reference to the internal audit and mentioned a previous officer that wanted to come back and how they decided not to and asked administration when happened and lastly, asked for the results of the audit to be released to the public.  Mayor Hazel noted that the reports are not out yet and he does not have anything to release as he has only seen a rough draft previously and noted he does not know what happened with the officer but he will try to find out.  

Brian Anderson, who resides at 805 East Wayne Street spoke about the delay of the audit and how some in the public expected it to go quicker and expressed frustration in the time it has taken to do/schedule these audits and also mentioned his displeasure with not contacting past employees for these audits.  

Stephen Yoder, who resides at 10655 State Route 118 spoke about his recent retirement and asked about the previous officer again and what occurred to make him not want to come back to the City of Celina as a patrolman anymore at a time when we could really use some officers.  Stephen also spoke about other issues that have arisen with Pat Hire and wanted that to be noted.  Mayor Hazel noted the former police officer is still more than welcome to come back and thanked Stephen for his service.  

NEW BUSINESS: (First Reading)
42-23-O: An Ordinance to amend portions of Chapter 182 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Celina regarding Municipal Income Tax, and declaring an emergency.  CM Fleck and Law Director Moore noted that we have to update our documents to match what is changed to the Ohio tax codes every year so we remain current with accurate laws we must abide by.  CM Clausen asked about minors paying taxes and Mayor Hazel noted that we had already changed that previously since they cannot vote.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

43-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the execution of the 2023 WASG Power Pool Participant Schedule with American Municipal Power, Inc. (“AMP”) and declaring an emergency.  Mayor Hazel noted this is an agreement to get a block of power that will be split between 11 of the members.  CM Sovinski spoke about the Ordinance and helped explain how it all ties together.  CM Clausen asked about the buying power that is would give us in terms of electricity and Mayor Hazel noted that is someone wants energy from the City that they need to be annexed into the City.  CM Scott made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0.

44-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to advertise and receive bids and enter into an agreement for the 2024 Various Street Resurfacing Projects, appropriating funds, and declaring an emergency.  CM Clausen asked about the streets that would be done and Safety Service Director Hitchcock and Mayor Hazel noted they will add an exhibit to list the streets.  CM Fleck asked if any will be full reconstruction and it was determined these are for resurfacing and that all streets will be done within a 2-month period.  CM Clausen made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

45-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to advertise and receive bids and enter into an agreement for the Yorkshire Court & Barnsbury Court Reconstruction Projects, appropriating funds, and declaring an emergency.  CM Buxton asked about the reconstruction and Mayor Hazel noted that all of the concrete will be pulled out and they will then pave it with asphalt.  CM Scott made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Buxton made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

46-23-O: An Ordinance appropriating funds and amending various categories within Ordinance 50-22-O as the Sixth Supplement to the 2023 Annual Appropriations, and declaring an emergency.  Auditor Shinn explained why this was needed and tried to make it very clear in the whereas and also mentioned it is possible that there could be one more supplemental.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock mentioned the projects for the ARPA money and why then needed to add more money for this year.  CM Sovinski made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Clausen made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

47-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the re-establishment of the Fire Capital Fund, stating the purpose of the fund, the amount to be accumulated, the duration of the fund, and declaring an emergency.  Mayor Hazel spoke about why this was needed and what may need to be looked at in the future.  CM Sovinski asked if there was a 10-year capital plan to back this Ordinance up and Fire Chief Lange noted that he can create one.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

48-23-O: An Ordinance to make appropriations for expenses and other expenditures of the City of Celina, State of Ohio, during the calendar year ending December 31, 2024, and declaring an emergency.  CM Sovinski noted that it is still being worked on and that we will have another reading or two and CM Clausen spoke about what has been discussed in reference to the budget for 2024.  CM Scott spoke about how consistent administration has been with the numbers of the years and thanked everyone for their part in that.  Mayor Hazel spoke about paying for some projects as soon as possible without penalty and how they attempt to be efficient with using money we have instead of taking on more debt.  CM Scott made a motion to pass to second, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

49-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to advertise for bids and to enter into contracts for City Projects and Capital Equipment for Fiscal Year 2024.  CM Clausen made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

50-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to advertise for bids and to enter into contracts for certain materials, services, supplies and equipment needed during 2024.  CM Sovinski noted that he would like to see some of these Ordinances be passed after the budget in the future and thinks they could be separated until the budget if officially passed.  Mayor Hazel noted that some of them are about contracts in 2024 and it helps us get ahead of them and gave other benefits to passing the Ordinance on the same time table as the budget instead of after.  CM Clausen made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

15-23-R: A Resolution authorizing the City of Celina to submit a grant application to the Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation for the Firefighter Exposure to Environmental Elements Grant Program for the purchase of an extractor washer and firefighter gloves and declaring an emergency.  Fire Chief Lange spoke about the grant and how it will benefit our auxiliary firefighters as well as full time fire fighters and the need for these items and how much the grant will cover more of the cost then what we pay for gear we already need.  CM Sovinski made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Buxton made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

16-23-R: A Resolution accepting a donation from the Jerry Andrew Fund to the City of Celina to add Roadway Archways. Mayor Hazel spoke about the grant and the Archways that will be put up and noted it depends on how many based on the price of the archways and work to get them placed in the most ideal spots downtown.  CM Lochtefeld made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.

17-23-R: A Resolution accepting a donation from Princess Sue Hess to the Celina Police Department and declaring an emergency.  CM Clausen thank her for her continued support for the police department.  CM Clausen made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

OLD BUSINESS (Second Reading):
38-23-O: An Ordinance approving the tentative agreement and authorizing the Mayor and Safety- Service Director to enter into a contract with IAFF Local #2603 of the International Association of Firefighters, relative to wages, terms and other conditions of employment, and declaring an emergency.  CM Clausen made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call 6-0 Aye.  CM Scott made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.

39-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the City of Celina to grant an electric right of way and easement to The Dayton Power and Light Company along Fairground Road for electric utilities on parcel number 27-003060.0000.  CM Sovinski made a motion to amend the Ordinance, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Sovinski made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Lochtefeld made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

40-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the City of Celina to grant an electric right of way and easement to The Dayton Power and Light Company along Meyer Road for electric utilities on parcel number 27-0070000.0201.  CM Scott made a motion to amend the Ordinance, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Sovinski made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Scott made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.

41-23-O: An Ordinance appropriating funds and amending various categories within Ordinance 50-22-O as the Fifth Supplement to the 2023 Annual Appropriations, and declaring an emergency.  CM Scott made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.

OLD BUSINESS (Third Reading):
None.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
None.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
CM Scott spoke about the new electric building and how great it looks and inquired of the City will now look to sell some properties we may no longer need and Mayor Hazel noted it is possible and something they are currently thinking about.

CM Buxton spoke about the Ohio magazine and the article that was written about Celina and also spoke about how they are writing more articles next year. 

CM Buxton asked about the Tree Commission and Mayor Hazel noted that he has the names and will be ready to present it at the next council meeting.  CM Buxton asked if the recommendations do not get chosen will they receive a call to let them know they are not selected and Mayor Hazel noted that he is able to do that.  

At 8:43 pm, CM Clausen made a motion to go into executive session for conferences with an attorney for the public body concerning disputes involving the City that are the subject of pending or imminent court action, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:53 pm.  Attendees of the Executive Session were President King; Council Members Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott, and Sovinski; Mayor Hazel, Safety Service Director Moore, Auditor Shinn, and Law Director Moore.

President King adjourned the meeting at 8:54 pm.

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
