REGULAR MEETING OF CELINA CITY COUNCIL –  November 14, 2022


President King called the Regular Meeting of Celina City Council to order at 7:04 pm.  Council Members Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, and Sovinski answered roll call.  CM Baltzell and Scott were absent.  Also present were Mayor Hazel, Safety Service Director Hitchcock, and Auditor Shinn.

CM Sovinski made a motion to amend the Agenda, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.  CM Clausen made a motion to accept the amended Agenda, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.

CM Clausen made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 4-0-1 Aye.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
None.

COMMUNICATIONS:  
Mayor Hazel spoke about Fulton Street and how it was completed the Thursday prior before the temperature started to drop and how nice the project looks.  Mayor Hazel also spoke about the shelter house and how they have at least half of the roof on now and that it is coming along nicely. 

AUDIENCE COMMUNICATIONS:  
Henderson representing Jefferson Township.  Mr. Henderson spoke about the West Bank annexation and how he saw the proposed plat coming through the map room and after he saw it he spoke to the county map room technician and she indicated that the present plat is going to annex West Bank Road up to the north edge of the spillway, jump 128 feet and then annex out to Monroe Road.  Mr. Henderson spoke with the county engineer who confirmed that then he spoke to Kim Bell who is the fiscal officer for Jefferson Township Board of Trustees and she said that is not the impression of the trustees.  Mr. Henderson also noted that while he was in the map room for something different it was brought up that there is a plan that would connect Eagle Brook Parkway to Steger Road and there is a section of Center Township that would be annexed in unless it is going to become a short stub of County Road Hager and he noted the reason he brings it up is because if it is annexed in, it is a section of Center Township and if that is done without DE annexing it or detaching it from Center Township it will recreate the Wayne Township problem.  Mr. Henderson pointed out that he only noticed it three hours ago and pointed out that this is more of a warning to a notice that this could cause problems.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that the City was just doing their due diligence with the county engineer since we are annexing the right away on West Bank Road and were discussing what other right of ways might possibly have issues that we would like to take care of, that is when the country engineer pointed out that little section is something he would have to maintain because it would be a county road according to him and he would like for us to clean that up and that is where this is coming from and we have not even gotten enough information to bring it to council to look at yet and noted that he will look into the Center Township problem as well.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock asked who they would speak to get this figured out and he said Wiechart and Janelle would be the ones but he is able to assist them since he went through the Wayne Township and noted he will get with them before bringing anything to council and that they were just doing their due diligence.  Mayor Hazel noted that this is the 300 feet in the proposed Eagle Brook Parkway extension just to be clear.  CM Clausen asked about West Bank Road and if that is going to be an issue to that and connect those and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that they would have to look into it and it was not added because the bridge because then the spillway would become the City responsibility and also mentioned that it has been drawn up that way from the very beginning.  

NEW BUSINESS: (First Reading)
46-22-O: An Ordinance approving the Preliminary Plat for the Legacy Lane Right-of-Way.  Mayor Hazel noted that this Legacy Lane would be a new creation of a lane that would be off of Irmscher Boulevard next to the upscale apartments that are being built between CJ’s Highmarks and Mercer Savings banks on that five and a half acres of ground and this area would be the land essentially on the north side of that development and mentioned that the City would be committing some of the TIF money in order to start the paving and bring more living area to the City.  CM Fleck asked if that fulfills the safety requirement as far as fire and Mayor Hazel confirmed that it does and that this would be a public road.  President King asked if this would be another entrance to CJ Highmarks and noted that this would come into a street that already connects to CJ Highmarks.  President King asked if that would be the only entrance and Mayor Hazel said upfront yes but there will be another entrance and connect to the other units as they are built.  CM Clausen noted that we did the ground breaking last Friday for the Fairway Place Apartments and they are excited to get things started.  CM Clausen made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.

47-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to award the Fayette Street Reconstruction Project to PAB Construction Co., appropriate funds, and declaring an emergency.  Mayor Hazel noted that this is on the East side of Main Street and this will help us replace all of the water lines and sanitary to help rebuild that street which is in poor shape.  Mayor Hazel also noted that this is on the list of streets to do and that this is one that will have a bump out on the curb and that will help control semi traffic and will allow for some outdoor seating for the restaurant itself and will serve a double purpose.  Mayor Hazel noted that the reason they are bringing this up now is because we want to get on the contractor’s agenda early enough to award these projects and get on their schedules and give them time to order some of these materials that have taken some time coming in.  President King asked if this was just one block and Mayor Hazel confirmed it was.  CM Buxton asked if PAB has done other work for the City on any roads and Safety Service Director confirmed that they have and that they roads ended up not working out but because of other factors, not the road work that they themselves did.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.

48-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with the Mercer County Commissioners for Indigent Defense Services in Municipal Court and declaring an emergency.  Mayor Hazel noted that this directly affects the law office and that it is an annual ordinance.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.

49-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to enter into an agreement with the Local Government Services Section of the Office the Auditor of State (LGS), and declaring an emergency.  Mayor Hazel mentioned that this is a standard annual ordinance required for auditing each year.  CM Clausen asked if the price is the same as last year and Auditor Shinn confirmed that the per hour price went up 25 dollars.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.

50-22-O: An Ordinance to make appropriations for expenses and other expenditures of the City of Celina, State of Ohio, during the calendar year ending December 31, 2023, and to declare an emergency.  CM Sovinski made a motion to read the title only for the next three ordinances, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a vocal approval 5-0 Aye.  CM Clausen noted that we are going through the current review now and this is an ongoing process that had a majority of it completed today and that we are looking at a balanced budget.  Mayor Hazel confirmed that it is balanced and that as we go further into it, we can look closer at each department and their spending but the overall budget is balanced.  CM Sovinski noted that during these yearly budget’s council will usually have the department heads point out significant changes from year to year if the cost significantly increases or decreases for a certain item and would hope they will still happen this year before it is all done and Mayor Hazel confirmed that will happen.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.

[bookmark: _GoBack]51-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to advertise for bids and to enter into contracts for City Projects and Capital Equipment for Fiscal Year 2023.  CM Clausen explained that this ordinance list all of the City’s capital items that they are expecting to purchase this coming year and that they are currently being reviewed by the committee.  CM Sovinski noted that in the committees review so far, they have all been standard capital expenses that show up often such as police cars.  CM Sovinski also noted that the capital item budget limit has been raised so some items that would normally show up on the capital list no longer do because they fall below the threshold to report them in capital.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.

52-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to advertise for bids and to enter into contracts for certain materials, services, supplies, and equipment needed during 2023.  CM Clausen made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.

53-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to award the Southwest Quadrant Waterline Replacement Project to Shinn Bros., Inc., appropriate funds, and declaring an emergency.  Mayor Hazel noted that the $680,000 is a grant that we received before the cost of materials jumped up so much but the grant does not increase with the prices.  Mayor Hazel also mentioned that the $118,000 from the water funds is to cover the difference that the ARPA does not cover and this will take care of the southwest quadrant that needs all of the waterlines replaced while also mentioning that the bid came in lower than the engineers estimated so he is thankful to the Shinn Brothers.  CM Sovinski noted that he was glad to see exhibit A in the packets which showed all of the bid offers that the City received as well as reviews from the City engineer firm.  SM Sovinski asked of Shinn Brothers put in Johnson Ave the first time while also noting that we have spent a lot of time and money re doing that road this year but through the analysis it showed it was not due to the negligence of the contractor.  CM Buxton mentioned that he also likes this attachment and thinks it is helpful and CM Sovinski asked if they always receive that attachment and Safety Service Director Hitchcock mentioned that he always receives that letter but council does not normally see it because we do not bring the project to them after the bids were open because we normally bring the project to council to give them permission to have it bid out and awarded but this was a special case and CM Sovinski mentioned that he likes this process more and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted we will have two more this year for them in the same fashion.  CM Clausen mentioned that it was discussed there might be lead waterlines and asked if we found any at Fulton Street and it was confirmed that the City has not come across any as of yet.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.

17-22-R: A Resolution accepting a donation from Princess Sue Hess to the Celina Police Department and declaring an emergency.  CM Fleck thanked Princess Sue Hess for her donation to the City.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.


OLD BUSINESS (Second Reading):
44-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to submit an annexation petition to the Mercer County Commissioners for two (2) certain tracts of real property at/near West Bank Road.  CM Lochtefeld asked if administration would look into this with the new information that we received and Mayor Hazel confirmed that we would.  Mayor Hazel noted that this can be passed to a third reading but noted we will send it back to find out the specifics on it because the City does not want to take on the expense of a dam replacement.  CM Lochtefeld asked if there would be any additional expenses for the bridge as well and Mayor Hazel confirmed that would be the case.  CM Fleck asked if moving it to the third reading would give us enough time and Mayor Hazel said that would be up to George but if not, we can table it at the third reading.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass to a third reading, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.


OLD BUSINESS (Third Reading):
43-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety Service Director to sign a partnership agreement with Mercer County to enter into an Inter-Governmental Agreement for Storm Sewer Improvements on the west side of Celina.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.  

15-22-R: A Resolution accepting a donation from Bob Hibner and the Red, White, and Blue Fundraiser to the Celina Police Department.  CM Fleck noted how important this is for the City of Celina.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Hazel mentioned the Fairway Place Apartments and how it will be 24 units and those will be upscale apartments which people refer to as market rate apartments, he also mentioned that there has been a significant housing shortage here in Celina and that this will help and that this is being done with local investors and how pleased he is with the project.  Mayor Hazel also noted there has been a lot of professional level jobs and other jobs that have been coming to the area and we want those people to live and work here which this project will help with and also noted that there are plans to build up to 120 units on that 5.5-acre lot.  Mayor Hazel mentioned on the West Bank how they are also getting ready to submit and start their next section of condo units and noted that this shows the investment level in Celina by locals and this is a good City that is having long term investment into the future.  

Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that the electric building has had a pile of debris sitting there and that will start getting cleaned up tomorrow now that the grant they have been waiting on from the county has gone through. 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
CM Buxton noted that a couple of families that live on East Fulton and they appreciate the lighting that has been put up and they are appreciative of it.  

CM Buxton mentioned the zip lines out at Lakeshore Park and asked if there was a way to modify them so a handicap person would be able to enjoy it.  Mayor Hazel noted that he has seen one before as well and that it is a great idea and that there would be some challenges but that the City can look into putting a whole new zip line up that would accommodate people who are handicap.  

CM Buxton noted that he received a call about Meadowview and Myers Road about putting a light at the intersection and mentioned to them that it does not meet the qualifications but told her he would mention it again and Mayor Hazel confirmed that it does not meet any of the qualifications to have a light put up and noted that this has been brought up twice before and that it may be able to qualify for a four way stop but does not think anyone would want that.  

CM Sovinski noted that he appreciates and like the way the minutes have looked lately. 

CM Sovinski asked if there was anyway to get housing stats that show what we need in our City that will show how many units we are short and Mayor Hazel noted that we work closely with the county with these matters but from his knowledge there is no study or scientific number that says we need a certain amount of living units.  CM Sovinski asked if we can ask Jared Ebing and Mayor Hazel confirmed that he will ask.  

CM Sovinski mentioned that we have not discussed the sidewalk program in the budget process yet but asked that we look into setting money aside to put sidewalks on Myers Road.  Mayor Hazel mentioned that they have put in a significant number of sidewalks this last year but they ran out of time trying to get to each and every one while focusing on commercial first and then residential but mentioned that that is on the list to be done and will be in the budget using the half percent.  Mayor Hazel also confirmed that this would be City responsibility as the citizens already put in sidewalks on the front of their property. 

CM Sovinski spoke about CM Buxton’s idea for a zip line for handicapped people is a great idea and thanks it would be best to build a new one instead of trying to modify the ones that we have built and Mayor Hazel agreed with the idea. 

CM Sovinski brought up how he would like a report from the police officers showing where most of the accidents occur so we can look into remedying some of these problems if there is a certain place that is having a high number of accidents.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock asked if he would like private property accidents as well and CM Sovinski just for public property and mentioned how a lot use to occur on Main Street because of the angled parking and would like to see what we come up with.  Mayor Hazel that we look at ODOT as a great partner who has helped us get wonderful grants and they have a book that tells us what we can and cannot do and noted that council can go around this by passing a street light but then our insurance may not cover it if it does not meet the warrants from ODOT.  Mayor Hazel also noted that Fort Recovery is going through a similar problem with ODOT saying they do not need a light where they have had ones for almost 80 years.  Mayor Hazel noted that the fence in question meets all of the standards and is sorry anyone is getting in accidents but if they are concerned about that specific outlet they are able to go over a few blocks to avoid it entirely.  

CM Sovinski also mentioned how beautiful this fall has been and how it has helped remove the leaves from trees at a fast rate.

CM Buxton asked when the last leaf pick up is and it was confirmed that it would be on December 9th, 2022.

President King asked about CIS and when they let out school there are parents across the street where the BMV is and kids are crossing where there is no crosswalk and was wondering if there is anything the City can do to help.  Chief Harting pointed out that the kid that got hit by a car was because they were not paying attention when they crossed the street and they ran into the car.  CM Fleck mentioned that is chaos for about 20 minutes then after that it is normal and smooth.  CM Clausen asked if the school is trying to do anything to mitigate the problem and President King confirmed they are sending teachers to try to help the situation.  CM Sovinski noted that we are able to control the speed of the traffic around the school but that is about it. 

At 8:04 pm, CM Sovinski made a motion to enter into Executive Session for conferences with an attorney to consider the purchase or lease of property for public purposes, or for the sale of property competitive bidding, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye. 

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:26 pm.  Attendees of the Executive Session were President King; Council Members Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, and Sovinski; Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Mayor Hazel, Auditor Shinn; and Council Clerk Didonato.

President King scheduled a special committee meeting for November 21, 2022 at 5:00 pm.

President King adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm.

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
