REGULAR MEETING OF CELINA CITY COUNCIL –  November 28, 2022


President King called the Regular Meeting of Celina City Council to order at 7:01 pm.  Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Scott and Sovinski answered roll call.  CM Lochtefeld was absent.  Also present were Mayor Hazel, Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Auditor Shinn, and Law Director Moore.

CM Sovinski made a motion to accept the Agenda, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

CM Clausen made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 4-0-2 Aye.  CM Buxton made a motion to pass the special meeting minutes, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
CM Clausen spoke about the personal and finance committee meeting that was held on November 14, 2022.

COMMUNICATIONS:  
Mayor Hazel spoke about the Lion Shelter House that is being built on South Ash Street and the progress that is being made with it and how they are still on track to have it finished within the allotted time the grant gives us.  Mayor Hazel also spoke about the demolition grant that we got through the county and how that is paying to clean up the rubble from the existing buildings that were there before the new electric building that is going up.  Mayor Hazel spoke about the Midnight Gladness and how it was this upcoming Friday for our downtown merchants. 

AUDIENCE COMMUNICATIONS:  
None.

NEW BUSINESS: (First Reading)
54-22-O: An Ordinance vacating a portion of the alley described as “the north/south alley between West Warren Street and West Logan Street (only the north half of the alley). Alley behind 303 South Main Street and 311 South Main Street. Starting at the right of way on the “north side of the alley and heading in a south direction one hundred sixty-five feet and sixteen and a half (16.5) feet wide east/west direction”.  CM Scott confirmed the location was behind the old college building and runs through the drive way and alley way by the Shell gas station.  CM Scott also asked if they stated a purpose on why they wanted it vacated and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that it was for safety reasons.  CM Scott also asked about how it might affect other businesses, specifically the Dairy Cone, and if they will still be able to get in and out of their parking lot and drive thru and Mayor Hazel confirmed they are able to get in and out in multiple different ways.  CM Sovinski asked if this will affect our plowing and Mayor Hazel noted there is still plenty of clearance.  CM Sovinski stated his displeasure with the different verbiage and how this does not mention the areas by plat numbers and goes by addresses that are not used in plats and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted it was the same identical ordinance they used for the IGA and they only changed the addresses and agreed with his misgivings.  Mayor Hazel noted they will get with Access Engineering about the verbiage.  CM Buxton asked about the semis that might drive through and deliver to those businesses and Safety Service Director Hitchcock mentioned that all surrounding businesses were served a notice for the meeting and no one showed up so he does not think anyone has a problem.  CM Scott mentioned that they still have two other readings to attend and mention if they have any problems with the ordinance.  CM Clausen made a motion to pass to second reading, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

55-22-O: An Ordinance approving the Preliminary Plat for the Meyer Road right-of-way.  CM Fleck confirmed this was an extension from Myers Road and Mayor Hazel confirmed that will straighten out the whole right-of-way area and can be constructed for bus traffic.  CM Sovinski asked if it will be built for residential streets or what construction will be utilized and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that it depends on if we get a certain grant that we will not know until August of 2023 but confirmed that ideally will be constructed for bus traffic.  CM Fleck asked if there were houses on only one side and it was confirmed there are houses on the east side of the street.  CM Clausen asked if the right-of-way can go to 29 but Mayor Hazel said they do not want it to go that far because it would not help in this scenario.  CM Baltzell made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

56-22-O: An Ordinance appropriating funds and amending various categories within Ordinance 56-21-O as the Eight Supplement to the 2022 Annual Appropriations, and declaring an emergency.  CM Scott made a motion to read it by title only, seconded by CM Sovinski and passed with a voice acclamation.  Auditor Shinn noted that this supplemental is for the year end and to try to balance some account lines and pay some expenses that have come in.  CM Scott asked if there are any specific item line numbers we should hear about and CM Sovinski asked about the 3.4-million-dollar payment and Auditor Shinn noted that was for our electric power supply and that it is to cover this month and next month’s bill but we are trying to balance the accounts now as much as possible.  Mayor Hazel noted that a lot of costs associated with electric went up this year and it was not anticipated during last year’s budget and that is why we have to supplement more money.  CM Sovinski noted that we also estimated our income low so it will not actually be the 3.4-million-dollar price tag.  CM Clausen wanted to confirm that was to cover both months and it was confirmed that is the case.  CM Scott made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0.  CM Baltzell made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

18-22-R: A Resolution authorizing the Celina Police Department to participate in the LESO (Law Enforcement Support Office) during calendar year 2023 and declaring an emergency.  CM Scott wanted to make note that the City would be authorized to get items but they have no intentions of getting any of the more bizarre items and Safety Service Director Hitchcock pointed out that we have been in the program for years and we have mainly gotten construction equipment.  CM Scott asked if there was a cost to be a member of this and Safety Service Director Hitchcock mentioned we have to pay for shipping but it is usually close enough for us to go pick it up.  CM Clausen mentioned that he did not see and construction equipment vehicles listed on the ordinance and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that the items listed in the Ordinance are D-Mil A and items that will never technically belong to the city but the construction equipment are D-Mil D items that can be owned by the city after we have them for 12 months.  CM Clausen asked about the firearms that are on the Ordinance and Police Chief Wale spoke about how they do list firearms in the Ordinance but the people he knows that has gotten them are pretty dated so we do not want them and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that the military are giving us equipment that they have gotten new items for and it varies what condition they are in and Police Chief Wale mentioned during COVID-19 we used some tents from this program that was very helpful to the city.  CM Clausen wanted to confirm that this needed passed and Chief Wale said he technically had to inform the city they are able to ask for these items but they have no intention to request any weaponry.  CM Sovinski asked who wrote the Ordinance and Police Chief Wale mentioned he worded most of it from what the government said he had to put in the Ordinance and CM Sovinski mentioned that they should put another WHEREAS stating that these are controlled property but we should mention that we get uncontrolled equipment but have to pass an Ordinance stating we need this passed so we can get the uncontrolled equipment.  Safety Service Director noted they can bring it to the next meeting with that WHEREAS and Mayor Hazel agreed it should be in there.  CM Scott asked what items we have used this program for that helped that city and Police Chief Wale mentioned passenger vehicles and the excavator and bull dozers as well as a half-ton military truck that can drive through 5-6 feet of water.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

OLD BUSINESS (Second Reading):
46-22-O: An Ordinance approving the Preliminary Plat for the Legacy Lane Right-of-Way.  CM Sovinski made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Scott made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

48-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with the Mercer County Commissioners for Indigent Defense Services in Municipal Court and declaring an emergency.  CM Scott wanted to confirm that this needed to be done every year and Mayor Hazel confirmed that was correct.  CM Sovinski made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Buxton made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

49-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to enter into an agreement with the Local Government Services Section of the Office the Auditor of State (LGS), and declaring an emergency.  CM Sovinski noted that we do this instead of hiring an outside entity to do our books.  CM Clausen made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Buxton made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

50-22-O: An Ordinance to make appropriations for expenses and other expenditures of the City of Celina, State of Ohio, during the calendar year ending December 31, 2023, and to declare an emergency.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass to a third reading, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

51-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to advertise for bids and to enter into contracts for City Projects and Capital Equipment for Fiscal Year 2023.  CM Clausen made a motion to pass to a third reading, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

52-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to advertise for bids and to enter into contracts for certain materials, services, supplies, and equipment needed during 2023.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass to a third reading, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

17-22-R: A Resolution accepting a donation from Princess Sue Hess to the Celina Police Department and declaring an emergency.  CM Clausen thanked Princess Sue Hess for her donation and everything she has done this year for the city.  CM Clausen made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Buxton made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

OLD BUSINESS (Third Reading):
44-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to submit an annexation petition to the Mercer County Commissioners for two (2) certain tracts of real property at/near West Bank Road.  Mayor Hazel spoke about a letter that he passed out that was from the Mercer County Engineer who is in full support of the annexation and also spoke about how we are already taking care of this area and it will help connect some businesses that want to participate in the DORA.  CM Clausen asked about the bridge and spill way and Mayor Hazel noted the city does not want the responsibility of the bridge.  CM Sovinski mentioned that it still has to go to the commissioners.  CM Buxton asked if the bridge not being our responsibility has to be in there and Mayor Hazel confirmed it does not because it is not being annexed. CM Sovinski made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Scott.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Hazel spoke about how we will need a council of the whole committee meeting about new dugouts and restrooms and he believes it is already fully funded so they are not asking the city for money but the city would have to keep and maintain the property and that is what the meeting would be about.  Mayor Hazel also mentioned that we can do 30 minutes for this meeting and another 30 minutes for the personal and finance committee to finish the budget.  CM Sovinski asked if someone from the donors will be there and Mayor Hazel confirmed someone will be. 

Mayor Hazel also spoke about how Celina Group has their Christmas lights up and that started the day after Thanksgiving and how the community loves it.  

Auditor Shinn spoke about how she will email the council members the general funds summary and the utilities report.   

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
President King spoke about the council meeting calendar for 2023 and noted how they will adjust the December meeting to be on the 18th, the third Monday of the month and will make that common practice for all ensuing years for scheduling the council meetings.  

President King mentioned if anyone wanted to change any committee assignments to let him know through email or text.

President King scheduled a Personnel & Finance meeting for December 21, 2022 at 6:00 pm.

[bookmark: _GoBack]President King scheduled a Committee of the Whole meeting for December 21, 2022 at 6:30 pm.

President King adjourned the meeting at 8:12 pm.

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
