REGULAR MEETING OF CELINA CITY COUNCIL –  December 18, 2023


Council President King called the Regular Meeting of Celina City Council to order at 7:04 pm.  Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott and Sovinski were present.  Also present were Mayor Hazel, Law Director Moore and Auditor Shinn.

CM Scott made a motion to accept the agenda, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye. 

CM Lochtefeld asked for an amendment to the minutes to add the names of the appointees of the tree commission.  CM Fleck made a motion to amend the minutes, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Buxton made a motion to accept the amended minutes, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0-2 Aye. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
None.

COMMUNICATIONS:  
Mayor Hazel spoke about the audit and how he should have the report sometime tonight or first thing in the morning.  Mayor Hazel also mentioned that Pat Hire would not be a part of the negotiations with the police department when those occur.  Mayor Hazel noted that he spoke to the police chief and it was confirmed that Pat Hire did not call him and that we will get this resolved.  

AUDIENCE COMMUNICATIONS:  
Heather Schmidt who resides at 417 Magnolia Street spoke about how proud she is of the council members and everything that they were able to do in their terms and thanked them for their service.

Angie Ewing who resides at 5656 Johnston Road spoke about her experience working with the City and why she left the City and spoke about the toxic work environment that she perceived while working.  Angie spoke about who she relies on City services from both fire and police.  

Jim Steltzer who resides at 4611 Saint Anthony Road asked if the Mayor could check his email before executive session and see if it is there and the Mayor confirmed he would do that.  

David Slusser who resides at 7508 Johnson Road spoke about previous statements from the Mayor at council meetings about retribution and he believes that this administration does retaliate against employees who speak out.  David spoke about Mayor Hazels time as Safety Service Director and what he believes contributed to the Mayors resignation as Safety Service Director and how they add access to records from other departments even though they should not have it.  David spoke about his respect for the Mayor for help saving his job but believes that he does retaliate against employees who spoke about administration and that was his first action as the Mayor. 

Christopher Wurster who resides at 7085 State Route 118 spoke about an air quality study that was conducted and that he and other staff members who work at the court building did not yet know the results and Mayor Hazel spoke about the report and the results and spoke about how there is no lead or asbestos in the air unless flooring is removed but there is no harmful mold in the air outside those flows into the building.  Mayor Hazel noted that they are working on the feasibility study and seeing what can or should be done with the building.  Mayor Hazel noted that they will receive a copy of the report when they have it.

NEW BUSINESS: (First Reading)
55-23-O: An Ordinance repealing and replacing Ordinance 20-23-O that establishes revised Electric Rate Schedules, expands the renewable parallel generation limits, establishes qualifying facility services, and declaring an emergency.  Mayor Hazel spoke about Ordinance and how CAPT has requested to buy 10% renewable energy credit which we are able to facilitate now.  CM Clausen spoke about the rate and noted it is a written agreement so we are able to change that percentage.  CM Sovinski explained who the purchases through AMP go and how REC’s are able to be purchased through AMP and goes through the City to the customer.  CM Fleck asked about our portfolio and Mayor Hazel noted that we no longer have the wind but mentioned which ones we do and that we have about 10 or 11 sources in our portfolio.  CM Sovinski made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Lochtefeld made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

56-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor and Safety-Service Director to enter into an agreement for Ambulance Service (EMS) with Mercer County and declaring an emergency.  CM Fleck asked if there were any changes and Mayor Hazel confirmed the wage were updated as well as more money for pagers since prices have increased.  Mayor Hazel also spoke about how they are still looking at other issues with the county.  CM Sovinski spoke about the degree or service we provide to the county and is glad there a further discussion since we are covering so much ground.  CM Scott made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Buxton made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

57-23-O: An Ordinance appropriating funds and amending various categories within Ordinance 50-22-O as the Seventh Supplement to the 2023 Annual Appropriations, and declaring an emergency.  Auditor Shinn noted that these lines will get us through the rest of the year and balance accounts and noted that one of them is because a 4-way split which is where the splits need to come from and these appropriations will cover the splits properly.  CM Sovinski noted he wished there was an easier way to clean these up but the State Auditors note those splits have to occur and it does make it confusing.  CM Sovinski made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Baltzell made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

58-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to enter into an agreement for the fire protection with Jefferson Township and declaring an emergency.  CM Clausen asked about any changes and Mayor Hazel noted some exhibits that were added.  CM Scott made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Lochtefeld made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

18-23-R: A Resolution authorizing the City of Celina to submit a grant application to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 2023 Urban Forestry Grant Program to facilitate the establishment and development of local urban and community forestry program and declaring an emergency.  CM Sovinski spoke about the grant and how the money may not last forever which is why they wanted to submit a grant this year, he also spoke about how this is an emerging tree program and how important it is to get off to a great start and how the tree commission needs access to these educational tools.  CM Clausen made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0.  CM Buxton made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

OLD BUSINESS (Second Reading):
51-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the re-establishment of the Street Improvements Capital Fund, stating the purpose of the fund, the amount to be accumulated, the duration of the fund, and declaring an emergency.  CM Clausen made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.

52-23-O: An Ordinance transferring and appropriating funds to memo post the playground equipment paid directly by the Bryson Trust located at Bryson Park, and declaring an emergency.  CM Sovinski made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

53-23-O: An Ordinance approving the participation in the EcoSmart Choice Program and providing for corresponding electric system rates and requirements, and declaring an emergency.  CM Lochtefeld made motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Clausen.  CM Scott made a motion to rescind the suspension, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Scott made a motion to amend the Ordinance, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Lochtefeld made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Baltzell made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

54-23-O: An Ordinance appropriating funds for full prepayment of the outstanding principal amount of the American Municipal Power, Inc. (“AMP”) Bond Anticipation Note (“BAN”), maturing January 23, 2024, and declaring an emergency.  CM Sovinski made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Buxton made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion 

OLD BUSINESS (Third Reading):
42-23-O: An Ordinance to amend portions of Chapter 182 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Celina regarding Municipal Income Tax, and declaring an emergency.  CM Clausen made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

44-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to advertise and receive bids and enter into an agreement for the 2024 Various Street Resurfacing Projects, appropriating funds, and declaring an emergency.  (Amended 11/27/2023).  CM Scott made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

47-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the re-establishment of the Fire Capital Fund, stating the purpose of the fund, the amount to be accumulated, the duration of the fund, and declaring an emergency.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Scott.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.

48-23-O: An Ordinance to make appropriations for expenses and other expenditures of the City of Celina, State of Ohio, during the calendar year ending December 31, 2024, and declaring an emergency.  Auditor Shinn noted that she included no funds for legal fees as she was waiting for clarification.  Auditor Shinn noted the changes that were made previously and CM Sovinski then noted they do not need to add the money and that amendment will suffice.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

49-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to advertise for bids and to enter into contracts for City Projects and Capital Equipment for Fiscal Year 2024.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye. 

50-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to advertise for bids and to enter into contracts for certain materials, services, supplies and equipment needed during 2024.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the ordinance, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Hazel spoke about the Yorkshire and that PBA was the successful bidder and came in almost $75,000 under the estimated budget which administration was very pleased with and we are trying to get a start date for that project.  

Auditor Shinn noted she passed out the November budget report and owes them another couple of documents.

Law Director Moore requested a Committee of the Whole for the next meeting to talk to Council, especially the new members which will take place January 8th, 2024 at 6:00 pm and President King noted they can push the council rules meeting to the following meeting on January 22, 2024.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
President King presented plaques and thanked the outgoing Council members for their service.

CM Scott was thankful for the recognition and wanted to remind all incoming and current Council members that when they swear in it is for all constituents of Celina, not just the ones who voted them in office.  

CM Fleck asked about the Committee’s and President King noted he is working on that and will try to accommodate everyone but all members must Chair, Vice-Chair, and serve on a committee. 

CM Buxton thanked the outgoing Council members and noted how much knowledge they are losing between them.

CM Buxton asked about a zone where medical marijuana could be sold and asked if that included recreational marijuana and Mayor Hazel noted that it did and that it will all be looked at in January.

CM Lochtefeld thanked everyone for their kind words and also mentioned that he has been getting asked a lot more about the City website and how it has been down for four months and Mayor Hazel confirmed that was correct and that it is being recreated and almost ready to be relaunched.  

At 8:34 pm, CM Baltzell made a motion to go into executive session to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye. 

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:32 pm.  Attendees of the Executive Session were President King; Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott, and Sovinski; Mayor Hazel, Auditor Shinn, and Law Director Moore.
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President King adjourned the meeting at 9:33 pm.

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
