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Council President King; Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott, and Sovinski; Mayor Hazel; Law Director Moore; Auditor Shinn

President King called the meeting to order at 6:45 pm to discuss the 2024 budget. 

Auditor Shinn wanted to clarify what the funds added to the Mayors account lines were for exactly so it could be coded differently or correctly if needed and she mentioned that personnel were discussed and legal consultation was discussed for the appropriated money. CM Sovinski noted that it was for legal consultation. 

Law Director Moore asked what type of personnel was intended to be hired with the funds to distinguish the use of the funds and also what topic or topics the funds are intended to be used one and lastly if it is a contract the council would like to enter then he believes it would be more appropriate falling under Council line items instead of the Mayors.  

CM Sovinski noted that his thinking was there may be many issues that come up next year and may not fall under the Law Directors purview and thought it would help to have additional funds to contract a legal firm.  Law Director Moore asked what exactly that might be and CM Sovinski noted he can possibly see some legal opinions that are sought and coming from a third-party source with no affiliation.  Law Director Moore asked if that is for the Council or the Mayor and CM Sovinski noted the administration should be able to contract out for Council.  CM Sovinski noted they may not need it but wanted to make sure the money is there in case it is needed.  Auditor Shinn spoke about how Mark Kamer is contracted under our law Director but Auditor Shinn signs off on some of the payments out of the Law Directors account lines. 

CM Scott asked why we do not just go out and pay for the consultation because we do that often for other issues and does not understand why this is any different.

CM Lochtefeld asked if there was more contracted consultants and other lines items and Auditor Shinn noted anything legal is under the Law Director’s account lines currently unless it is for personnel or engineers which depends on which department and which firm is being used.  CM Lochtefeld also asked if there was any reason to appropriate the money now when we can just appropriate it when the times comes like we usually do.  

CM Clausen asked if the money can be used for a retainer if there was an urgent matter and Law Director Moore noted that if he were to call a potential co council that they do not expect a $20,000 retainer once he explains that he works for a City.  

CM Fleck spoke about how it could be hard to appropriate as needed for someone like Clemons & Nelson as we use them so often.  

CM Scott noted this almost seems like we are circumventing our Law Director here and CM Clausen noted that sometimes Council would like to move forward with something and Law Director Moore does not and they may need another option or opinion.  

CM Sovinski noted that we may want a legal opinion that is not directed from the Law Director’s office and to get a second opinion from third party not selected by the Law Director and if it agrees with the Law Director’s decision then it will have more standing since it was not associated with that office.  Law Director Moore noted that it was a problem with the end result and not a like of time, ethics, or effort.

Law Director Moore noted he did not understand why the Mayor’s office is being used as a line item and signatory instead of Council and that the money is being put aside for an attorney and not a consultant and it needs to be classified and used differently.  Law Director Moore asked about the Tree Ordinance item and it was confirmed that is should be $20,000 instead of $2,000.  

Auditor Shinn noted that she reached out to the State Auditor and asked specifically about adding it to the Mayor’s account lines and they noted there is complete internal control and up to the City’s discretion. 

President King adjourned the meeting at 7:04 pm. 

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
