Committee of the Whole
December 21, 2022
 
Council President King; Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Lochtefeld, Scott, and Sovinski; Mayor Hazel; Safety-Service Director Hitchcock; John Dorner Celina High School Baseball Coach; Kevin Sandler, WCSM Radio; and Bill Kincaid, The Daily Standard. 

Council President King called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm speak about the possible project on Mariners Field visitors’ dugout.

Mayor Hazel noted that he has spoke to John Dorner about the project and it is fully funded and they are not asking the City for money but the City will have to pay for long term upkeep and replacement and that is why it is coming to Council.

John Dorner discussed the plans that he handed out that would affect the third-place dugout area.  John spoke about how one dugout was replaced after tornado took it out but the other one needs replaced as well because it is tiny and also pointed out that they do not have much storage space out there.  John noted that they would take out the third base dugout and replace it with a larger structure more like the first base dugout.  John also spoke about completing the first building plans with a completed locker room and merchandise stand.  John noted this is a two to three phase plan and the first phase is renovating the existing structure that we have this winter with the locker room, merchandise, and a coach’s office by putting up another wall while still leaving plenty of room. Phase two would be the demolition and construction of the third base size and noted it will be a similar size as the first base dugout.  John also mentioned that in phase two they are thinking about making it a two-story dugout like first but using the third base area for suites and restrooms while also making a larger storage area for the equipment that they use often and can help store it faster and quicker.  John spoke about the third phase being a new scoreboard and also digital message board as you enter the park and they are not sure if they would make it that far or get the money for that phase.  John also spoke about how hot it gets in the concession stand and they thought putting in something that would cool off that area would be beneficial. 

CM Clausen asked about the semi-circle structure and John noted that is the turtle cage that they would like to add the garage storage area for. 

CM Sovinski noted that they only have windows facing the field and asked if they thought about putting windows on all sides and John noted that there are windows on all sides it is just hard to see with the hand out.  

CM Lochtefeld asked about the three garage doors in the storage area and noted that it would be able to be utilized in many ways for future use and John noted the largest garage door on the south side is where they would store the turtle shell when they want to put it away for the season.  

CM Clausen noted he thinks this is a great addition and would probably help draw more people and asked about parking and John noted the pickle ball courts are bringing more people as well but noted that they have never ran out of parking for Mariners games. 

CM Baltzell noted that it looks like they are planning on matching color schemes and that it looks great. 

CM Buxton noted that he has had complaints for that not being enough parking already without all these additions that would likely draw bigger crowds and noted that there are 100 parking spots exactly from his count.  

CM Clausen asked about how many games they have there a year at the field and John said about 75 games total between all leagues and all ages.  

John noted there is a grass area next to the railroad tracks that some people park at and they can use that without having to chop down trees.  

CM Buxton asked about how many buses come and John noted usually one for high school and about two or three for the Mariners games visitors.  John also noted that during all the discussions they have never discussed parking because they never thought of that as an issue. 

CM Lochtefeld noted that he likes to clubroom and suite idea and asked if they are going to use collapsible walls where a big business or sponsor is able to use two suites at the same time and John noted that is something they have thought about. 

John noted that this will give Celina something that no one else in the area has and how it will help us host tournaments and how there are already talks about us hosting a tournament which would help local businesses with all of the extra through traffic.  John also noted that they are planning to do phase one this winter and phase two during the upcoming summer but they are still discussing with professionals and they have not heard anything that would prevent them from accomplishing these plans such as electric issues. 

CM Buxton asked if they have any cameras in that area or are discussing getting cameras and Mayor Hazel noted there currently is none but that is something that are considering and noted that there will be a cost of maintenance and electrical utilities but this will help make the City a destination for more people to come visit. 

CM Fleck agreed that we need cameras and we know what happens to great new buildings and projects when we do not have cameras.

CM Clausen noted that the maintenance and all other expenses are far outweighed by the positives this new facility would bring to Celina. 

President King adjourned the meeting at 6:53 pm. 
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Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
