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December 21, 2022 

Present: Committee Members Baltzell, Clausen and Sovinski; Council Members Buxton, Fleck, and Lochtefeld; Mayor Hazel; Auditor Shinn; Michael DiDonato and Tom Hitchcock. 

Committee Chairman Clausen called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm for review of the 2023 Budget. 

CM Clausen noted capital expense projects on page 4 which has the Irmsher reconstruction project and Safety Service Director noted that is a project for 2023 and has not started yet on our part but they have started on the apartment buildings.  CM Clausen noted potential projects not in budget and asked Safety Service Director Hitchcock to talk about them and he spoke about the Westside Storm Sewer extension for phase 2 will be helped by the County and spoke about our portion.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock spoke about North Ash Street and how they will have an Ordinance on that tonight as well as North Walnut Street.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock also spoke about how last meeting an Ordinance was passed for Fayette Street and the Southwest Waterline project.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock spoke about the concrete street replacement and how the City guessed a ballpark number but they do not know exactly what they would like to tackle next year but noted there are a couple streets they feel comfortable doing and they would like to do those first before they do a bigger project and end up having to do a complete reconstruction.  Chairman Clausen asked which streets are the ones with good waterlines or waterlines out of the street area and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted they are Pro Drive and Yorkshire Court.  

CM Clausen then asked about the debt related payments and Auditor Shinn spoke about how there are no new debts and it is all existing debt from last year and noted how it went from 6.7 million to 5.7 million in debt and covered what we owe money on which is the industrial park water tower, State Route 29 improvement, Main Street water tower OPWC, water plant PACOWDA, series 2011 waster water bond, Buckeye OPWC, and Bryson Park Phase 3.  CM Clausen spoke about how according to Auditor Shinn’s paper by the year 2030 they will have a majority of these projects fully taken care of and paid for.  Mayor Hazel noted that does not include the new electric building but the money has been appropriated already and we will maintain rates.  

CM Sovinski made note of an endowment fund that we should find a project for in the year 2024 since it is too late for the year 2023 as the deadline has passed and the City did not apply for the grant.  Mayor Hazel noted that they used the fund to build the pickle ball courts and CM Sovinski noted that was the year before and Mayor Hazel noted they will look into it.  

CM Clausen noted the budget on the last page and stated that for the budget we have about 48 million in revenue and budgeted about 46 million in expenses and noted that it is balanced.  

CM Clausen noted that the audit of our 2021 records looked like the same recommendations as every year but did note that they questioned why our treasurer not attending any training and CM Clausen asked what happened there and Mayor Hazel noted that under administrative code he needs another training and Mayor Hazel did not know if he was ever notified and Auditor Shinn noted that the training must be completed once a term. 

CM Sovinski asked what training does City employees have access to while noting the police and fire go through training.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that anyone with a license has to go through continued education and have so many contact hours to maintain their license.  CM Sovinski asked if the engineering staff has to do the sunshine training and Mayor Hazel confirmed they do not and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted they follow a record and retention guide that lets them know when they can throw away stuff. 

Chairman Clausen adjourned the meeting at 6:13 pm. 

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
