Committee of the Whole
February 05, 2024
 
Council President King; Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Gray, Sanford, and Wolfe; Mayor Hazel; Safety Service Director Hitchcock; Law Director Moore; Auditor Shinn

President King called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm to speak about council rules and discussing a potential Ordinance prohibiting adult cannabis operators. 

President King noted a couple events that prompted the possible changing of rules.  

Law Director Moore spoke about which set of council rules they currently have adopted and when it was last changed and amended.

CM Clausen noted last time they spoke they talked about possibly having a sigh up sheet or roster instead and noted that he is fine with someone stating whether they live inside the City of Celina or not before speaking.  CM Baltzell agreed that would be sufficient in his opinion for information to share before speaking.  CM Clausen wanted to clarify if someone did not sign up before the meeting but then wants to speak are they prohibited from that and President King noted that would be reviewed later as well to iron some details out.  Law Director Moore noted they could allow them to speak even without signing up prior and fill out their information while speaking.

CM Buxton noted that in public hearing everyone who attends has to sign in with addresses and Law Director Moore noted that was a separate spot in the council rules.  CM suggested leaving council rules as is and thought that giving an address helps the ward members know who is best able to help as well as noting that close and similar towns require addresses to be stated as well.  Law Director Moore pointed out that he believes there is some latitude used when speaking and believes that if our current policy was challenged in anyway, he is confident we would win.  

CM Gray asked how it would be policed if we do not require addresses at all and President King noted that it is more off of the honor system but some issues if they are big enough, we actually check IDs to make sure constituents speak first.  CM Gray noted he likes knowing the address so they are able to help them specifically.  CM Sanford noted that if someone does not have a license but lives in the City he does not want them to be unable to speak and suggested the sergeant of arms possibly having the list near him for signing up to speak before the meeting.  

CM Fleck felt he believes that addresses are good to keep tabs on and CM Wolfe pointed out that if anyone felt uncomfortable giving their address aloud at a council meeting them then can talk to their council member as well away from the meeting.  

President King summarized how the collective feeling of the group seems to be on this topic and spoke about how the signing up beforehand would help him know how many speakers are speaking and to keep them in an order that would keep the meeting on topic.  

CM Clausen asked if it possible to let the audience talk about certain topics after it is discussed by council instead of during audience communication if they want to speak about legislation that will be read that night and it was confirmed council rules permit for either.  

There was discussion about how people are still able to request the sign in sheets and obtain addresses through that means while acknowledging that is does add an extra step in the process at least.  Law Director Moore pointed out that if council were to have the sign in sheet added to the council records and retention schedule and identified they can get rid of it when it is no longer administratively necessary as a possible option.  Law Director Moore noted that it can also be an option that they are able to provide their address during sign ups but if they want to talk during the meeting after signups are collected, they can give their address aloud or sign up still to give their address but they may have a shorter time to speak for the logistics.

CM Baltzell noted that he goes to a lot of public meetings throughout the state and it is common to have sign in rosters and it will help the managing of meetings have a smoother flow but does not want it to stop someone from speaking without signing up.  President King explained that they do have some leniency with when the audience is allowed to communicate.  

President King spoke about how they are able to impose time limits if needed depending on how many speakers there are during the meeting.

CM Gray spoke about the current idea of the newly proposed sign in sheet and where they may put it and how people would speak who did not sign up on the sheet.

CM Buxton wanted to clarify what would be put on the minutes of the meeting since it currently has their addresses and it was said that will be decided at a later but could still include it during the minutes and also discussed other ways Council Members can be reach other than just in the meeting.  

CM Gray noted that we currently will ask that the public sign up 15 minutes prior to the meeting but if we have too many people signing up that President King has some flexibility and have them sign up days before and President King noted that he would like to have that in the rules if that is the case.  Law Director Moore noted it is better to put any limitations to speakers and time limits at the meeting as it is happening.  

President King summarized that most Council Members would like to keep names and address and noted they can have the sign in roster on the podium to put name and addresses and CM Gray confirmed that if they do sign in beforehand, they will have to give their name and addresses at the podium when speaking.

CM Buxton asked if an audience member would be allowed to speak and President King said if Council Members are fine with that then someone can speak.

Eric Lochtefeld mentioned that if they had sign in slips instead of a roster it would make it where no one can take pictures of addresses and Council Members and Mayor Hazel agreed that is would work and be helpful.  

CM Sanford noted a grammatical error in the previous edition of Council Rules and Law Director Moore noted that he can make that change while doing the other updates that Council Members have requested from this meeting.

President King spoke about the potential Ordinance prohibiting adult cannabis operators.

CM Fleck noted that this technically makes it where it cannot be anywhere in the City of Celina whereas the 2021 medical marijuana had some areas that were allowed and Mayor Hazel agreed that was correct.  

Law Director Moore noted an email that he sent to Council Members that shows what a City is able and unable to do and mentioned he believes there will be legislative changes to the new voter initiative of issue II.

CM Buxton asked that if this passed would it change our current Ordinance and Mayor Hazel noted it would not change any current Ordinance in place that also covers marijuana sales for medical reasons.

CM Baltzell noted that this Ordinance has medical on the title and throughout the draft even though we are not trying to put any further restrictions on the medical side but would stop them from being able to cultivate or process it within the City limits.

CM Clausen noted that it seemed like it was written for already existing vendors which we do not have any within the City of Celina and Law Director Moore noted that Council is able to restrict or limit within the City and also noted how it says can and cannot be done if there were vendors already in town and that not everything would pertain to Celina since we do not have any application for vendors or vendors.

CM Fleck noted that in 2021 when it was previously discussed there were only a limited number of spots they could be within the City for medical and that now medical will turn into dispensaries as well and there will no longer be just medical.  

Law Director Moore noted that he believes Council can restrict all sales within the City if they wanted and can research further to make sure if they wanted to prohibit medical as well.

CM Fleck asked if people are still applying for medical dispensaries and Law Director Moore noted he believes they have reached the limit for how many are allowed in our zone already.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Council Members discussed towns who have already passed similar legislation like Fort Recovery, New Bremen, Saint Henry, and St. Mary’s with a moratorium.  Mayor Hazel noted that he believes there is value in the medicinal side but not recreational and CM Baltzell noted that people in town use medical and he does not want that to change and negatively impact them.   

CM Sanford did not that people are able to mail order medicinal so even though there is not one on town they are still able to get their medical prescriptions as needed.  

Chief Wale noted that he has never witnessed someone overdosing from marijuana but people are now overdosing from edibles because of the concentration of THC in them.  Chief Wale also spoke about crime statistics with more bars and dispensaries within a small area or if there is just one by itself.

CM Fleck spoke about the sales skyrocketing in Piqua where there is a dispensary since issue II passed and CM Gray spoke about how little of the sales revenue that the City of Celina would actually see in the sales.  An audience member questioned the calculations because it is unclear if 3.6% total goes toward the City or 3.6% of the 10% that has to be set aside for specific programs.  It was also noted that we do not see sales tax unless it is worded specifically through the law on a product like this.  CM Sanford read the ballot language of where the profits and proceeds go of the marijuana sales.  

CM Wolfe confirmed that council already has something on the books about medical marijuana and suggested this Ordinance only speak about prohibiting recreational and not medical. 

CM Wolfe made a motion to bring legislation to the next meeting prohibiting the sales of recreational marijuana, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-01 Aye. 

President King adjourned the meeting at 6:38 pm. 


Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
