REGULAR MEETING OF CELINA CITY COUNCIL –  January 23, 2023


President King called the Regular Meeting of Celina City Council to order at 7:00 pm.  Council Members Buxton, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott, and Sovinski answered roll call.  CM Baltzell and Clausen were absent.  Also present were Mayor Hazel, Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Auditor Shinn, and Law Director Moore.

CM Scott made a motion to accept the Agenda, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.  

CM Buxton made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 4-0-1 Aye.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
None.

COMMUNICATIONS:  
Liquor License Transfer: from Holiday Sports LLC to Rush Basketball Academy LLC DBA Rush Sports Complex. 

AUDIENCE COMMUNICATIONS:  
Keagan Carder – Shop with a Cop donation recognition, where the Mayor, Police Chief Wale, and Council thanked and presented Keagan with a reward for his service for the community.

Schleucher Family – Proclamation – Congenital Heart Disease Awareness Week, where the Mayor and Council thanked and honored a group that focuses on congenital heart awareness while the Mayor proclaimed for the City of Celina that February 7th through the 13th of 2023 is Congenital Heart Awareness Week. 

NEW BUSINESS: (First Reading)
2-23-R: A Resolution accepting donations from Princess Sue Hess and from C-Town Wings to the Celina Police Department and the Celina Fire Department, and declaring an emergency.  CM Fleck thanked the donors for their generosity and made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye. 

OLD BUSINESS (Second Reading):
1-23-R: A Resolution authorizing the sale by internet auction during calendar year 2023 of municipally owned personal property which is not needed for public use, or which is obsolete or unfit for the use for which it was acquired, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 721.15(D).  CM Scott made a motion to pass to a third reading, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye. 

OLD BUSINESS (Third Reading):
None. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
None. 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
CM Scott asked if there has been any progress made with two properties consisting of the new restaurant that is coming downtown as well as the property of the old Celina motel and Mayor Hazel noted that the plans have been held up but they are anticipating that they will be pushed this year and as for the restaurant they have been working tirelessly every day and are anticipating opening up in the spring time.  CM Scott also mentioned that almost two years ago that restaurant was a green space and he is happy people are willing to invest in the community and Mayor Hazel noted that the Opportunity Grant helped provide and keep downtown Celina up and running.  

CM Sovinski asked about the Boardwalk Villas and Mayor Hazel noted that they are in the process of getting state permits but he is anticipating sometime in April they will actually get started on them and also mentioned that they are going to build condos to sell as single-family units which are the permits they are working for now.  

CM Sovinski asked about 2-23-O which was on the original agenda but was taken off and asked why that was and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that they were missing a document and the Fire Chief was on vacation so they were unable to get the proper documents to complete the information pertinent to the ordinance.  CM Sovinski also mentioned the map that was sent with the ordinance was incorrect and Mayor Hazel confirmed that CM Sovinski was correct about the map not being accurate. 

CM Buxton mentioned that he likes what is being put up on the sign with completed and upcoming projects but also wanted to know if there was room to continue putting up the wreath on the building like they did before and Mayor Hazel noted that there was not enough room on the building for both but they will look into trying to find room for the wreath. 

CM Fleck mentioned that spring is right around the corner and mentioned the City’s spring trash collection will be here relatively soon. 

CM Scott noted he has been asked about the apartments that are going up by CJ’s and Mayor Hazel confirmed these apartments are what are called market rate apartments and he believes the target market are for professionals or older people who may want to give up their houses while still living in a high-quality living space. 

Mayor Hazel gave the State of the City Address for the year of 2022.

At 7:37 pm, CM Scott made a motion to enter into Executive Session for conferences with an attorney to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye. 

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:15 pm.  Attendees of the Executive Session were President King; Council Members Buxton, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott, and Sovinski; Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Mayor Hazel, Auditor Shinn Law Director Moore; and Council Clerk Didonato.
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President King adjourned the meeting at 8:16 pm.

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
