Parks & Recreation
February 12, 2024
 
Council President King; Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Gray, Sanford, and Wolfe; Mayor Hazel; Safety Service Director Hitchcock; Law Director Moore; Auditor Shinn

CM Sanford called the Parks & Recreation meeting to order at 6:00 pm to discuss the future planning of the parks.  

CM Sanford spoke about his handout that had community feedback from social media and what the community would like to be added to some of the parks.  CM Sanford spoke about how benches, shade, and fishing spots were seemingly the most requested changes from social media.  CM Sanford spoke about how social media feels that Bryson Park has been done well which he was happy to hear that.

CM Baltzell noted that he thought benches were added lately and it was confirmed that there have been benches added over the last year to Bryson Park.  

CM Wolfe spoke about the shading request and noted that over 100 trees have been planted over the last couple of years and it will take time but those trees will provide shade once given time to mature.

CM Wolfe spoke about how some of the ponds have been fished out which is causing the problem and Mayor Hazel noted that is we get restocked from DNR then we would need to require a fishing license to fish.  CM Sanford noted that possibly a catch and release policy even just on the honor system for a couple of years would possibly help with that problem.  

CM Buxton noted that the prices we are charging for the structures in the park should be addressed and depending on whether they are for public or private usage.  CM Buxton also spoke about how he would like two different permits depending on if there is alcohol or not at the event.  

CM Buxton spoke about the bathrooms at East View and Mayor Hazel noted they are bad at that we have requested grants to help us out and noted we can use parks capital if we cannot get the grant.

[bookmark: _GoBack]CM Buxton spoke about a skating ring and how that could be placed at Montgomery Field since the astroturf was put in and there has not seemed to be many tournaments that have been held there since that decision.  Mayor Hazel spoke about some of the tournaments that have taken place.

CM Buxton also spoke about the Amphitheatre and how that should get more use and also spoke about the East View field and how they could maybe use a snow making machine out there.  

CM Wolfe spoke about the snow machine and how long it might last as well as operating and maintenance costs that would come with it.  Mayor Hazel noted that these items could be looked into.  Mayor Hazel noted that the ice rink could not be placed on the basketball or pickleball court because it would ruin the structure.  CM Wolfe spoke about the previous skating rink that we tried and what complications came with that.

CM Gray spoke about how the sounds system for the Amphitheatre seemed to be subpar and Mayor Hazel noted that the speakers that are there are only for speaking and when someone has a music event, they bring their own speakers.  CM Clausen asked if the City promotes the usage and Mayor Hazel noted that they do promote but there is no designated person who goes out there and tries to schedule events but noted that they could look into that.

CM Buxton asked about a downtown manager and if that would be under their purview and Mayor Hazel noted it would be that the manager would not be a downtown employee and it would take an effort from everyone.  

Mayor Hazel noted that playgrounds or splash pads do not get rented out and which items do get rented out as well as the charge for the ground which the City charges $0.00 for the ground but makes sure they are careful where they put tents up or equipment to avoid utility lines.  

CM Sanford spoke about how parks are not revenue generators so they do not always have a lot of money and asked if benches could be donated and Mayor Hazel confirmed that does happen often and we do take donations for benches where we put them in to make sure they are up to standards and will last.  

Mayor Hazel spoke about the purchase of the ground for the Bryson Park and how they established a new infrastructure and how the Bryson Park came to be what it is with the help of grants and the Bryson Trust and City funds.  Mayor Hazel also spoke about the East View Park and the improvements that they have made recently including the playground that they just put it and how they would like to put it one in West View Park possibly.  

CM Sanford asked about the expansion of the Pickleball Courts and Mayor Hazel noted they asked for money with a grant and if not, City money can be moved to help build four more.  CM Sanford asked about other fund generating ideas like a concession stand or pickleball tournaments once we have more courts.  

CM Wolfe spoke about West View and how there is a sport happening every season so it makes it hard to put benches in during one sporting season because it may affect another.  Mayor Hazel noted that they have 20 or so moveable bleachers. 

Mayor Hazel spoke about how West View is usually more relegated to sports and East View with playing but with the Frisbee Golf Course bringing sports to East View and a new playground in West View Park would help blend them both and also spoke about the basketball courts at Bryson Park.  

CM Sanford noted that bottle filling stations would be a great addition to all of the parks and how seating and shade seemed to be a main concern for many constituents.  Mayor Hazel noted that they should have some money to add bottle filling stations not that we have more developed we would know where a good spot would be.

CM Wolfe noted that getting grants to build something is one thing but maintaining and replacing that item would be up to the City.  CM Wolfe noted that he believes a lot of money comes out of general fund to Montgomery Field and he believes there are not enough tournaments on that field and knows a factor is because there are not enough fields for bigger tournaments.  

CM Buxton asked how often the skating park is being used which it was confirmed that it is not getting a lot of use currently.  

CM Sanford asked about a possible QR code being sent out in the utility bills to we have continuous feedback about the parks and Mayor Hazel confirmed that is something that can be looked into.

CM Sanford adjourned the meeting at 6:30 pm. 

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
