Committee of the Whole
February 12, 2024
 
Council President King; Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Gray, Sanford, and Wolfe; Mayor Hazel; Safety Service Director Hitchcock; Law Director Moore; Auditor Shinn

President King called the Committee of the Whole to order at 6:31 pm to discuss vacation of Holly Street.

Mayor Hazel spoke about how it was recommended by the Planning Commission to Council.

CM Baltzell noted that he is involved in the project so he excused himself from the Council seat and noted he would abstain on all voting and then introduced members from the planning team.

Nancy spoke about a handout that showed traffic analysis of the existing traffic versus the proposed landscape and how they believe it would affect traffic.  Nancy noted the proposed plan that shows locations for key buildings as well as traffic patterns for buses, students, teachers, and parents and which color represents the traffic.  

CM Clausen asked about the traffic for both handouts and it was pointed out that there should be less traffic in the proposal because there would be no elementary school in that area anymore.  

CM Gray asked if there would be a gated area to make sure students only entered the correct area and that was confirmed to be correct and that it would be closed throughout the day expect when being used.  CM Gray also asked about the streets that lead to the school itself and how heavy the traffic is right now for those streets and how they are currently being used. Michael the traffic engineer noted that the traffic study has not been completed yet but that study will answer a lot of the questions and based off his experience he does not believe vacating Holly Street would not negatively impact traffic in those feeder streets.  

CM Wolfe noted that currently on Holly Street that you cannot back out of your drive after 7 o’clock because of the traffic where most of it goes towards the schools and changing the drop off for the schools will push some or most of the traffic to Wayne Street which should alleviate some of that and Nancy noted that the idea is to bring the traffic to Wayne Street and out of the residential areas.  

CM Clausen noted an article that spoke about safety reasons to vacate Holly Street and asked about any safety concerns and Mayor Hazel confirmed the traffic that went through during school hours especially during playground hours and how this would help regulate traffic going through the school area.  

Nancy spoke about the drainage area and how planning commission has looked at them and how they would be able to handle all the new structures.  Nancy also spoke about the parking spaces that they are proposing and how it adds almost 500 parking spots within 5 minutes of the football field which would help with safety concerns.  

CM Buxton spoke about the utilities under the school and Safety Service Director Hitchcock spoke about the utilities and how they are on a loop and can isolate that area now.  

CM Gray asked about the traffic study and if it shows concerns how they will be addressed and Michael noted that they will look at the traffic counts of the surrounding area and can make projections and address any improvements if any concerns arise.  

Mayor Hazel asked when the traffic study would be completed and Michael confirmed if they start soon, it can possibly be done by September and noted that looking at it from a high level, they believe this will provide relief to residential streets.  CM Gray voiced his concern about some of the other streets that may be negatively affected by this.  

CM Sanford voiced his concerns about the student parking and where they currently park and how this will hopefully motivate them to park in the student section which leads to all buildings that they may need to visit well within walking distance.

Audience members spoke about their concerns with the proposed plans and wanted to make sure it was safe and the planning team for the project spoke about how their concerns would be answered and they will wait until the traffic study is done so there will be no need to fix anything that is done before the traffic study is completed and how the study will show traffic during school hours and days to show an accurate traffic study.

President King adjourned the meeting at 6:55 pm. 
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Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
