REGULAR MEETING OF CELINA CITY COUNCIL –  February 13, 2023


President King called the Regular Meeting of Celina City Council to order at 7:00 pm.  Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, and Scott.  CM Sovinski was absent.  Also present were Mayor Hazel, Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Auditor Shinn, and Law Director Moore.

CM Scott made a motion to accept the Agenda, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

CM Scott made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 4-0-2 Aye.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
None.

COMMUNICATIONS:  
Liquor License Transfer: from DJ&K LLC DBA Dockside Mini Mart to Wahe Perto LLC

Mayor Hazel spoke about the Eastview Park playground that started that day and noted it would be east of the challenge course.  Mayor Hazel also spoke about the frisbee golf that citizens are putting up in Eastview Park once the playground is complete.  Mayor Hazel spoke about construction on East Fayette Street and noted they have had pre construction meetings so they will be ready as the weather heats up.  Mayor Hazel spoke about the legislation that will be presented tonight about the new basketball courts that will go right next to the other new ones from last year and they will tear down the last of the old courts.  

AUDIENCE COMMUNICATIONS:  
Rich Vorhees, at 1001 Fleck Avenue wanted to thank the City for the wonderful work they have done and that this is the best shape he has ever seen Celina in 76 years.  Rich asked about a street that was reworked and capped recently and now it is being torn up again and he wanted to know why because it seems like a waste of money and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that it is a gas problem and noted we do not control the gas company and they are able to tear up any of our streets whenever they think it is necessary.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock also mentioned that they do not replace their lines when we replace ours because they would need at least a five-year heads up and we do not have that time to give them generally.  

NEW BUSINESS: (First Reading)
2-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to enter into an agreement for Fire Protection with Center Township and declaring an emergency.  CM Scott asked if this was similar to most other Ordinances and Safety Service Director Hitchcock confirmed this was a good deal for everyone involved and they should expect to see another from Hopewell Township extending their agreement.  CM Clausen made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Scott made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

3-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing a Lease Agreement between the City of Celina and Small Town Pride for the lease of the Bryson Park District.  Mayor Hazel spoke about how this is an annual Ordinance now and that they are in year four now and noted that this is required from any group wanting to do any work in the park.  CM Buxton asked if the Ordinance should have a specific date on it and noted it is in the paperwork within the Ordinance but not on the actual Ordinance and Mayor Hazel noted that it is in the contract but not the Ordinance because they use a template for all ongoing events and is does not involve the date of the event in the Ordinance.  CM Buxton asked if there is a calendar that can show what events are happening in the City and Mayor Hazel said they should be on the website as they are approved and come up with the exception of alcoholic events.  CM Lochtefeld asked that since it is year to year do they need to do the Ordinance every year and Mayor Hazel confirmed it does need to be passed every year.  CM Lochtefeld made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

4-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to advertise and receive bids and enter into agreement for a new basketball court at the Bryson Park District, appropriating funds, and declaring an emergency.  Mayor Hazel noted that these courts will replace the ones the City just removed for the parking lot and also noted these will be two half courts but noted there is also a full court out there so many games can be going on at once.  Mayor Hazel also noted this is being memo posted so we can have it as an asset on insurance.  CM Scott asked what is the difference versus the memo posting and what we usually do and Mayor Hazel noted that usually we get reimbursed from the trust after we spend the money but in this case the trust will pay for it directly and it cuts out a couple of steps.  CM Scott asked if it costs more than the projected amount will they pay for it still and Mayor Hazel confirmed that is correct and it will only be brought back up if the costs increase which he is not projecting.  CM Clausen asked if there was room to extend because there does not look like enough parking and Safety Service Director Hitchcock said yes, they could extend it but they wanted to leave enough room to complete other projects then re-stone it for more parking afterwards.  CM Baltzell asked if there were any lights being put up and Safety Service Director Hitchcock explained not with this project but it will be done at a later time through the electric department.  Council President King asked if there was any plan to put up fencing of any kind since at least one basket will be facing the canal and Safety Service Director Hitchcock mentioned there is no plans for that at this time.  Council President King noted there were talks of closing Elm Grove before or turning it into a one-way street or closing it off for safety and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted there are some other issues that should be discussed before they make a determination and recommended a committee meeting on this.  CM Buxton asked how much space is left from the east side of the basketball courts and the houses property line and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted they made sure there was enough room for a sidewalk on the original plans and Mayor Hazel mentioned we are trying to be a good neighbor here and leave them some room.  CM Scott mentioned that they have previously spoken about putting a gate up on that street and thought the residents should be a part of any conversation and Mayor Hazel agreed.  CM Buxton mentioned that there is an event that closes off Lakeshore Drive and Mayor Hazel mentioned that is why they discussed the gate so people are not locked into the street.  CM Scott made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Lochtefeld made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

5-23-0: An Ordinance authorizing the City Auditor to enter into agreements with Payment Service Network Inc. (PSN) and CIVICA for setup and integration of PSN as payment provider to the authority tax software, appropriating funds, and declaring an emergency.  Auditor Shinn noted this will allow our current credit card process to extend to the tax department and that any tax payments made through the PSN will link directly to their account and save the tax department a lot of time with less manual labor and also mentioned we currently use PSN for other departments and we are very happy with them.  CM Clausen asked if they can use bank accounts or anything other than credit cards and Auditor Shinn confirmed it only works with credit cards and that the six-thousand-dollar payment is a onetime transaction fee.  CM Scott said if this saves the department time it should be done and Mayor Hazel mentioned that last year some members asked what was taking the tax department so long and they had stacks of papers they had to manually load and this will save them a lot of time and no checks should expire this year.  CM Scott made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Baltzell made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

3-23-R: A Resolution to recognize the 100th Anniversary of the Mercer County Courthouse and declaring an emergency.  Mayor Hazel spoke about how this is the 100th anniversary or birthday of the court house and mentioned how beautiful the court house is as well as noting that they will do celebrations at the courthouse throughout the year.  CM Fleck made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. CM Clausen made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.

OLD BUSINESS (Second Reading):
[bookmark: _Hlk128053876]2-23-R: A Resolution accepting donations from Princess Sue Hess and from C-Town Wings to the Celina Police Department and the Celina Fire Department, and declaring an emergency.  CM Buxton made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Baltzell made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

OLD BUSINESS (Third Reading):
1-23-R: A Resolution authorizing the sale by internet auction during calendar year 2023 of municipally owned personal property which is not needed for public use, or which is obsolete or unfit for the use for which it was acquired, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 721.15(D).  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Hazel noted that the DORA is moving forward and has been approved by the state as well as mentioning that the annexation for the boardwalk has been filed and completed. CM Scott asked if there is a timeframe of when the DORA will start and Mayor Hazel said they are hoping to have everything ready to go by spring with all of the businesses but he does not think this will be a long process.  


FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
CM Buxton asked about the downtown sidewalks and if they are going to clean all of the red off eventually and noted the one that they took the red off of looks great and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that they grind it off and he likes the way it looks as well but it is time consuming and hard to find enough time to get it done.  

CM Clausen asked if anything is planned for Westview Park and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted at this time they have a plan to extend the pond and make it almost twice the size and as for a playground that would have to be discussed in a committee but when they set up the parks Westview was meant for sports so they did not leave a lot of room for playgrounds.  

CM Scott asked when the limb pick up would be done and Safety Service Director Hitchcock mentioned that it is usually in the spring but it will be on the City calendars as well.  

Law Director Moore mentioned that he has officially moved his office next door to his old office and the address is 441 East Market Street on the second floor but all contact information is still the same. 

At 7:46 pm, CM Clausen made a motion to enter into Executive Session for conferences with an attorney to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official as well as to consider the purchase or lease of property for public purposes, or for the sale of property at competitive bidding, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 9:30 pm.  Attendees of the Executive Session were President King; Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld and Scott; Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Mayor Hazel, Auditor Shinn Law Director Moore; and Council Clerk Didonato.
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President King adjourned the meeting at 9:30 pm.

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
