Committee of the Whole
February 26, 2024
 
Council President King; Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Gray, and Wolfe; Safety Service Director Hitchcock; Law Director Moore; Auditor Shinn

President King called the Committee of the Whole to order at 6:30 pm to discuss smoke testing.

Safety Service Director Hitchcock spoke about the hand out and noted the green color has already been smoke tested and the red color represents what they propose smoke testing next.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that there were no complaints from the constituents about the smoke testing. 

CM Clausen asked if that meant we did not see any smoke while doing the testing and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that they did see smoke in many areas which is why they would like to do more testing but noted that they did not get complaints about the testing itself. 

CM Baltzell asked what is determining where we are doing the smoke testing, and it was mainly the age of the pipes and Kerry Duncan who is the Waste Water Superintendent confirmed they were looking at the older pipes to determine what is getting smoke tested.

Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that we have to do this feasibility study to find out how much things cost and one option is to fix parts of our sewer but we do not have enough information to determine how much that would cost.  

CM Gray asked if there is a timeline and Kerry Duncan noted they do have one but it is all weather dependent and would like to start mid or late March and confirmed that this report can take 6-9 months to have the results and complete evaluation with options.

CM Clausen asked if it is possible to tell the severity of the issue from the smoke and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that they will mark which location have smoke and then they investigate it further to see how bad it is and see which options are better for the City whether that is making changes at the plant or fixing the pipes instead.  

CM Fleck confirmed that this will help identify who is mistakenly tied into the sewer and Safety Service Director Hitchcock confirmed that it will for downspouts but may not for sub pumps.  

CM Wolfe asked if they are utilizing the lateral launch and Safety Service Director Hitchcock confirmed that they are and that is has been very helping and CM Wolfe explained how it is used and benefits the City of Celina.  

Kerry Duncan spoke about how the 1960 pipes are made from a different material than newer sewers which is why they are mostly dealing with older sewer and that it is every community and not just Celina.  

CM Clausen asked if there are any issues on the street that have been reconstructed and it was confirmed to be correct and they have not run into many issues on the reconstruction and that they found less connections than they thought and a lot of the smoke is coming from broken down pipes.  

Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that when they do smoke testing in residential areas, they just wanted o make sure everyone was aware because they may receive some call about the testing.  

CM Clausen confirmed that this was EPA directed and asked if they were given a timeline and Safety Service Director confirmed they do have a timeline and are working with Jones and Henry Engineering and they should provide us with multiple different solutions such as building or changing something at the water plant or fixing the pipes.

CM Baltzell asked if that handout would go to every resident who has red on the map to let them know about the smoke testing and it was confirmed that is correct and they usually do it a day or two before the smoke testing so the residents do not forget and Kerry Duncan noted that it is weather dependent still on when they can do the smoke testing and confirmed that they will go door to door with their notices.

CM Gray noted that there is a red area outside of the City limits Kerry Duncan confirmed that they have an agreement with the County so they will handle that area and CM Wolfe noted that there are other agreement with other departments for that area.  

President King adjourned the meeting at 6:42 pm. 
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Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
