ORDINANCE 22-24-O
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE MERCER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR INDIGENT DEFENSE SERVICES IN MUNICIPAL COURT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
WHEREAS, the City of Celina recognizes its responsibility under the laws of the State of Ohio and of the United States of America to provide legal counsel to indigent persons charged with a violation of a City Ordinance for which the penalty or any possible adjudication includes the potential loss of liberty; and
WHEREAS, Mercer County Commissioners adopted a program for the Municipality, whereby individual attorneys are assigned on a case by case basis for indigent defendants who qualify; and
WHEREAS, the Mercer County Commissioners pursuant to Ohio Revised Code §120.33 may enter into a contract with a municipal corporation under which the municipal corporation shall reimburse the County for counsel appointed to represent indigent persons charged with a violation of an Ordinance of the municipal corporation; and
WHEREAS, these contracts must contain terms in conformance with Ohio Administrative Code 120-1-09 and the parties must follow the Ohio Public Defender Commission standards and guidelines and the limits of the County Maximum Fee Schedule for Appointed Counsel in order for Mercer County to obtain reimbursement for indigent defense costs pursuant to Ohio Revised Code §120.33 and §120.35, and pay the City of Celina it’s appropriate share.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Celina, County of Mercer, State of Ohio.

SECTION ONE

THAT, the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute an Agreement, in a form substantially similar to Exhibit A hereto attached and fully incorporated herein, with the Mercer County Commissioners to allow for the continuation of reimbursement of Indigent Defense Services in Municipal Court.

SECTION TWO

THAT, this Ordinance shall be declared an emergency measure immediately necessary for the preservation of public peace, safety, and welfare, such emergency arising out of the necessity to enter into agreement by the earliest date possible.  NOW, therefore, this Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage and approval by the Mayor at the earliest period allowed by law.

PASSED this _________ day of 


, 2024







Jason D. King, President of Council

ATTEST:

Michael F. DiDonato, Clerk of Council








APPROVED 



, 2024







Jeffrey S. Hazel, Mayor
APPROVED AS TO FORM:

George Erik Moore, Esq., City Law Director

