REGULAR MEETING OF CELINA CITY COUNCIL –  March 25, 2024


Council President King called the Regular Meeting of Celina City Council to order at 7:00 pm.  Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Gray, Sanford, and Wolfe were present.  Also present were Mayor Hazel, Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Law Director Moore and Auditor Shinn.

CM Gray made a motion to accept the agenda, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.

CM Gray made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
CM Sanford discussed the Parks & Rec Committee Meeting that took place on March 11th, 2024 to discuss the fee structure of rental areas in the City of Celina Parks. 

President King discussed the Committee of the Whole that took place on March 11th, 2024 to prepare, conduct, or review negotiations or bargaining sessions with public employees concerning their compensation or other terms and conditions of their employment.

COMMUNICATIONS:
Liquor License Transfer: Roberts Town Tavern Inc. DBA C Town Wings to 1903 Havemann LLC DBA La Carreta & Patio.  It was noted that La Careta would now have two different liquor licenses.  CM Clausen asked if this was in the DORA and Mayor Hazel confirmed that it is in the DORA but would not affect it.  

Mayor Hazel spoke about the Resolutions of appreciation for the communities that came out to help us during the tornado.  Mayor Hazel spoke about the tornado and why it was so difficult to bring back the power and how proud he was of the departments that work for the City of Celina and helped the community get past this tornado.  CM Gray asked about a resolution thanking our employees who helped weather the storm and Mayor Hazl confirmed he would look into that.  

Mayor Hazel and Chief Wale spoke about the eclipse and gave some safety tips as well as where to find more information about the eclipse.  Mayor Hazel noted that the next council meeting will be the day of the eclipse which is why they wanted to tell the public about this event now and that everyone should expect heavy traffic that day.  

AUDIENCE COMMUNICATIONS:
Scott Sommer who resides at 617 Kingswood Drive spoke about the currently tabled Ordinance and the CRA.  Scott spoke about an email he sent that day with some attachments and thanked administration for replying to him and remaining in contact.  Scott noted that there have been some discrepancies with what the CRA allowed in the past and currently and asked for some clarification on what is “in” or “inside” a structure that would qualify for the tax abatement.  Scott urged the City to hand out the tax abatement form to people ask for a building permit from the City of Celina.  Scott asked that Council make it clear and obvious what exactly qualifies once they update the CRA.  CM Gray thanked Scott for providing the documentation.  CM Clausen noted that Scott felt uninformed about the tax abatement form because the City of Celina did not give it to him when he requested the building permit.  Mayor Hazel noted that engineering reviews the permits to make sure it meets our codes before getting signatures then going to the school but now, we have learned the schools are not supposed to approve them so we no longer send them to the schools.  Mayor Hazel spoke about the 2017 meeting with the school and noted there were no minutes taken so he would not be able to find those.  Mayor Hazel spoke about the history of the CRA and how it was meant to improve the community and agreed that if someone redoes their kitchen no one would know unless they file for the tax abatement which then lets the appraisers know.  Mayor Hazel noted that the school was having financial troubles around that time and noted that these tax abatements could have been making the problem worse so they did not do as many tax abatements after 2017.  Mayor Hazel noted that some of the past approved tax abatements were not done correctly and Scott noted that in 2017 seven brand new homes received the tax abatement and that is why the schools had an issue with it.  President King recalled the 2017 meeting and noted that even commercial abatements were brought up during that meeting and it was noted that a nearby city offers abatements which could convince someone to build a home their instead of Celina.  Law Director Moore asked if he received the email that was sent to Council and it was confirmed he did not but he would be happy to look at it.  Law Director Moore made it clear that we have not done more than one legislative change to the CRA.  Law Director Moore spoke about the 2017 meeting with the school and that it was pointed out to them that the City prior to the current staff was doing it wrong and that if his request was submitted 20 years ago it probably would have been approved, but wrongfully so when looking at the definition under Ohio revised code 3735.65C which talks about a remodeling change in a structure for the purpose of making it structurally more sound, more habitable, or for the purpose of improving appearance.  Law Director Moore notes that in his reading and interpretation that it is talking about the “4” walls within the structure and that adding a room or an addition would be considered an expansion.  Scott asked when that would be apart of the existing structure and Law Director Moore noted that he does not know but it would not be prior to the application to the City.  Scott noted he is aware of a school representative going to a previous Council meeting years ago and complaining that new homes were receiving tax abatements not complaining about additions.  President King noted that we currently have a tabled Ordinance and this would be the time to make things more clear since it would be our second and last change without becoming a post-94.  CM Baltzell noted that with this discussion and currently having a tabled Ordinance asked if it would be appropriate to have a Committee of the Whole where we discuss and make clarifications and clear parameters.  CM Clausen agreed that if we can only change it one more time and remain pre-94 then we need to make it as clear as possible.  President King scheduled a Committee of the Whole for April 8, 2024 at 6:00 pm.  There was discussion about how to have this Ordinance be read three more times and Law Director Moore explained that they would have to un-table it and vote it down and then bring it up again as a new business item.  Mayor Hazel spoke about the tax abatement form and making it easier to find and more accessible.  

NEW BUSINESS: (First Reading)
24-24-O: An Ordinance appropriating funds and amending various categories within Ordinance 48-23-O as the Third Supplement to the 2024 Annual Appropriations and declaring an emergency.  Mayor Hazel spoke about how the streel capital fund project was appropriated last year but not bid out and awarded last year in time so the money went back into the general fund.  Mayor Hazel also explained one appropriation was for interest and another was for waterlines to be put in but we need to be able to buy the materials.  CM Clausen made an amendment to correct the written numbers, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Sanford made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Gray made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Wolfe.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

25-24-O: An Ordinance authorizing a Lease Agreement between the City of Celina and Celina Concert Series for the Lease of the Bryson Park District.  President King asked if there was a reason they did not want to use the Amphitheatre and a representative of the concert series spoke about their main audience being older citizens and the problems that have arisen over the last few years trying to do it at the Amphitheatre and the audience and noted they had more success using other parts of the park and would like to go back to that.  CM Clausen asked if there was a structure problem and Mayor Hazel noted it was because they are unable to drive up to the concert series which makes it harder for some people to attend.  CM Clausen noted that it seems like the Amphitheatre does not get used often and Mayor Hazel confirmed he would provide a list of when and how often it has been used.  CM Buxton asked if he has paid for using the red tent in the previous years when at the Amphitheatre and the representative confirmed they have not and CM Buxton asked if someone else could then rent the Amphitheatre on the night they are now going to use the red tent and Mayor Hazel noted that we have staff who schedules all events and rentals and would not allow two parties to rent them on the same day if they would interfere with the original booking and how a wedding during that same morning would be okay.  CM Fleck asked if the audience seems to be an older crowd and the representative noted it depends on which act is on stage but usually, they do have an older audience for many acts.  CM Buxton made an amendment to waive the additional rental fee, seconded by CM Wolfe.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

6-24-R: A Resolution expressing gratitude to the City of Piqua for their assistance through the American Municipal Power, Inc. Mutual Aid Program, and declaring an emergency.  CM Sanford thanked all of the communities that were able to help and expressed the City’s immense gratitude.  CM Sanford asked if we have been able to help other communities in this mutual aid program and Mayor Hazel confirmed that we have previously.  CM Sanford noted that we should strive as a City to help other communities and wondered if we would be able to implement something similar to other departments and Mayor Hazel noted that is hard to do because we are using tax payer money but agrees helping communities would be great and noted that we have legislation approving electric and the mutual aid.  CM Clausen asked that without aid was there any estimation as to how long it would have taken to get power back on and Safety Service Director noted that it could have taken at least double the time to restore full power and noted that the first 75% that we were able to turn on that night was done by the City before mutual aid was able to help.  CM Clausen also thanked the communities that were able to come out and help.  Mayor Hazel noted that we also received poles and supplies from these communities.  CM Fleck asked if we still have assistance from Bond Electric and Mayor Hazel confirmed that we still do and that they have big bucket trucks that are able to help and that they also helped after fixing some of their own lines.  CM Gray asked if there are local communities that are not apart of AMP and it was confirmed that there are some close City’s that we are unable to help because they are Investor-Owned Utilities and they are unable to help us either.  CM Gray asked if that is the third new roof for Crown and it was confirmed that was correct.  CM Baltzell made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Gray.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

7-24-R: A Resolution expressing gratitude to the City of Wapakoneta for their assistance through the American Municipal Power, Inc. Mutual Aid Program, and declaring an emergency.  CM Baltzell made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Gray.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

8-24-R: A Resolution expressing gratitude to the City of Tipp City for their assistance through the American Municipal Power, Inc. Mutual Aid Program, and declaring an emergency.  CM Baltzell made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Gray.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

9-24-R: A Resolution expressing gratitude to the Village of Versailles for their assistance through the American Municipal Power, Inc. Mutual Aid Program, and declaring an emergency.  CM Baltzell made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Gray.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  

OLD BUSINESS (Second Reading):
5-24-R: A Resolution appointing a representative and an alternate from the City of Celina to the Ohio Public Works Integrating District 13 Board.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass to a third reading, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.

OLD BUSINESS (Third Reading):
None.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Hazel spoke about the sidewalk curb going into the park off of Ash Street in preparation of the paving.  

Mayor Hazel also spoke about how they have removed stone and dirt to make room for four more pickleball courts behind the existing ones.  Mayor Hazel also mentioned that they will install some lights after the project for people who prefer to play later in the evening.  

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
CM Fleck asked if they were able to put speed bumps in an ally and it was confirmed that it is not possible because it can cause an accident and it would make it harder to pave.  

CM Clausen asked about the monthly summary and a line item called other sources and asked what that might be and it was confirmed to be the half percent money being transferred.  

CM Wolfe commended the electric department for all of the work they did and how appreciative we are of them.

CM Sanford asked if there was anything that can be done to remedy the situation with Mr. Sommer and Mayor Hazel noted that would have to be done in a committee meeting.  President King noted that the committee meeting is open to the public.  Mr. Sommer noted that the Ordinance would not be retroactive so that passing alone would not change his circumstances.  

President King noted that there will be an event on May 4th for the Marshall Island Constitution at the red tent and that council members are invited.  

CM Sanford spoke about how the Tree Commission is looking to have an event on Arbor day which is April 26th, 2024 and will be at Bryson Park.  

President King adjourned the meeting at 8:23 pm.

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
