REGULAR MEETING OF CELINA CITY COUNCIL –  July 10, 2023


Council President King called the Regular Meeting of Celina City Council to order at 7:00 pm.  Council Members Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott, and Sovinski were present.  CM Baltzell and Buxton were absent.  Also present were Mayor Hazel, Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Auditor Shinn and Law Director Moore.

CM Scott made a motion to amend the Agenda, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.  CM Lochtefeld made a motion to pass the amended Agenda, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye. 

CM Clausen made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
President King discussed the Committee of the Whole that took place on June 26th, 2023.  Mayor Hazel noted that Brian Butcher’s name should have his title as well which is CEO of Clemons-Nelson.  CM Clausen made a motion to amend the minutes, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.

COMMUNICATIONS:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Craig McConkey our Recreation Director spoke of the heroics from two of our pool employees Shannon Neargarder and Jace Jackson that directly lead to a life being saved.  Mayor Hazel presented them both with an award.  

Mayor Hazel also spoke about the Taste of Celina and how they are expected to have good weather for that event.

CM Scott made a suggestion that people who have not spoken in recent meetings or at all have the floor to speak first and President King agreed that would be a good idea. 

Auditor Shinn spoke about the July 2024 budget and how she highlighted any differences from the 2023 budget.  Auditor Shinn mentioned that she needed to get this to the county by July 20th, 2023 so if Council is able to pass this today that would make it possible to get our local government fund allocation.  CM Sovinski asked if the budget numbers were balanced and Auditor Shinn noted they were not currently but they will be by the end of the year when we do our annual budget and we did not want to overestimate our numbers.  Council gave a voice acclimation to pass the budget as presented. 

AUDIENCE COMMUNICATIONS:  
Sarah Bellman who resides at 1102 Canterbury Drive spoke about how she believes that the concept of the process of grooming children should be widened and believes that children at this event are being shown too much and too young of an age and does not feel it is appropriate or good for the community.  Sarah spoke about her displeasure with the signs that were being held by people that she believes was possibly a child and notes that adults are making these signs and children may not understand what the signs mean.  Sarah asked if there were any standards discussed for children at events such as this between Council Members and Small-Town Pride (STP) and President King noted there will be a Committee of the Whole before the next meeting where this matter will be discussed. 

Christina Donnelly who resides at 933 East Livingston noted how thankful she was for the hard work that Council does for the community.  Christina also mentioned how in her opinion the Small-Town Pride is an event that brings the community together and noted she saw connections being made but also saw Neo-Nazi protesters.  Christina mentioned that she has been to many similar festivals and believes STP is the kindest friendliest event of them all.  Christina mentioned that people/groups have posted photos of children at this event and it has opened them up to be bullied and harassed online.  

Angie Crider who resides at 643 West Anthony Street spoke about how one of the drag queens who participated at the STP event saw on social media someone questioned the event and their concern for the children and the drag queen kept tagging their employer on the post in an attempt to get other to harass her and her employer in Angie’s opinion.  

Mike Spencer who resides at 424 North Main Street noted that the pride event was marketed as family friendly but he believes it was not family friendly as there was provocative dancing as well as the selling of sexually explicit adult items such as stuffed penises.  Mike noted that only one member of the City Council went to the pride event this year based on the last meetings information and asked CM Lochtefeld if he saw anything that day that he would consider inappropriate to children or try to resolve anything he saw as a problem and CM Lochtefeld respectively declined to answer at this time.  

Jesse Francis who resides at 710 Devonshire Drive thanked Council for protecting the first amendment and for them to have this event.  Jesse also spoke about fighting between a couple groups within the community and noted that it was getting out of hand is bad for everyone.  Jesse spoke about growing up in this area and how frightened he was of coming out and feels like that fear was justified based on how these groups are behaving and noted that he will speak up about what he deems are injustices being done to him and his community. 

Ken Lang who resides at 1402 Canterbury Drive thanked Council for all that they have done to improve the City and apologized to Jesse that he feels that way.  Ken asked a question that he noted Council did not have to answer, but asked if they would bring their child or grandchild to this event, and if you would not then that speaks volumes about this event.  Ken noted that he has not personally seen the name calling and hopes that is not happening and coming from his groups and also mentioned that he invites anyone to attend church. 

Chandler Martin who currently resides at 1709 Majority Place mentioned that a lot has been said about inclusion and love but noted that he got kicked out of the event just for attending and not any of his actions.  Chandler mentioned that there is supposed to be decorum in here but noted when the stuffed penises were being talked about and being invited to church was discussed three people in the room laughed.  Chandler mentioned that no children should be posted online from either group and there are clearly double standards here and everyone is turning a blind eye to their own group.  

Heather Schmidt who resides at 417 Magnolia thanked the Council members for answering her questions when she reached out to them.  Heather noted she believes her friends are being targeted and under scrutiny and will speak out for her friends when they are involved.  Heather noted she believes a line between religion and politics is being crossed in this community.  

CM Scott mentioned this is the third or fourth week that groups have spoken about this event and believes that people are being harassed and bullied and both groups need to have someone from each group step up and not allow that to take place and this will only hurt our community.  CM Scott talked about the time and effort that this group has put in and acknowledged this has been hard on most people in the community.

CM Fleck noted that this event has evolved overtime and noted his Catholic believes that STP has embraced more than just the family friendly stuff that is involved with having pride events.  CM Fleck also noted that a lot of this stuff offends people who happen to be conservative and noted that both groups think they are being bullied constantly.  CM Fleck noted that he is an older democrat and has calls from other democrats who are surprised at the direction of the party and events that are taking place.  CM Fleck also mentioned that outside of the drag show he believes 90% of the people do not care if the event happens or someone’s sexual preference.  Jesse Francis noted how important he believes this event is and had a back-and-forth conversation with CM Fleck about the democratic party and the pride event.  CM Fleck mentioned that he was there at the event for 45 minutes in his work uniform.  

President King mentioned there should be no bullying on either side and pointed out the hypocrisy that everyone has displayed over the last couple of months and noted that there will be a Committee of the Whole during the next Council meeting and will hopefully have a solution to some of the mentioned problems.  

NEW BUSINESS: (First Reading)
30-23-O: An Ordinance accepting a donation from William and Michelle Rockwell to the City of Celina Recreation Department for the donation of six sets of soccer goal netting and a ball diamond chalk filed marker, and to appropriate funds to memo post the donation and declaring an emergency.  Recreation Director McConkey spoke about the baseball tournament they have been putting on and noted that it has done so well and the calling they have to donate and help the community with these donations.  CM Scott made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.

OLD BUSINESS (Second Reading):
28-23-O: An Ordinance amending Ordinance 69-01-O to change the zoning classification of a portion of property owned by Steve Adams of Fox Plaza Properties LLC (1901 Havemann Road) from M-2 Light Manufacturing District to B-3 Community Shopping District.  CM Sovinski noted that this was discussed during the last meeting and that there will be a public hearing during the next council meeting.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass to a third reading, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.  

OLD BUSINESS (Third Reading):
23-23-O: An Ordinance vacating a portion of the alley described as “The North/South Alley between South Leblond Street and South Lake Street (only the southern end of the alley). Alley behind 137 South Leblond Street and 130 South Lake Street. Starting at the right of way on the “South side of the alley and heading in a North direction approximately 89.5 feet and 16.5 feet wide East/West direction”.  CM Scott made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.

25-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing a Lease Agreement between the City of Celina and Rush Sports Complex for the lease of the Bryson Park District.  Mayor Hazel spoke about how the amendment was to add the emergency clause so that volleyball tournament could take place and have everything signed and avoid the 30-day waiting period.  CM Clausen made a motion to amend the Ordinance, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Hazel again mentioned the Taste of Celina and also spoke about the various construction projects that are going on and how they are doing the best they can to maintain traffic and also have a completion date of October which includes the grass as well.  Mayor Hazel spoke about how Shelley Company will be doing the paving for both streets.  

Mayor Hazel spoke briefly about the South West Waterline project and how they are anticipating paving it sometime next year.  

CM Scott asked about the drainage on Sugar Street and mentioned he has received calls about flooding in basements and asked if that was considered with the project and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that that was not considered when this project was done and nothing involving the alleys.  President King noted that he had flooding in a couple buildings and once they put in a check valve they no longer had any problems.  

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
CM Fleck asked about the patches being filled on Echo and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted he was unable to check on it today but it was supposed to be started on today.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that they are only fixing the patch and the rest of the road that is bad will stay bad for now and they hope to have that on the schedule next year and pave it.  

CM Sovinski asked about stone approaches and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted after 7 days they should put the stone approaches in and CM Sovinski noted that has not been the case for his driveway even though it has been more than 7 days.  

CM Sovinski spoke about the sidewalk program and Mayor Hazel mentioned that because of the church’s budget the sidewalk will likely not be completed until 2024 so they are able to budget for it.  CM Sovinski asked about the sidewalk on the north side of Johnson ripped up and replaced and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that some of the sidewalk was an 11% slope so they had to replace it.  

CM Sovinski asked about the public tree program and mentioned a group has been meeting and noted with the reconstruction of a lot of streets trees are being taken down but not replaced and that the visual character of older streets is changing.  CM Sovinski mentioned the group would like to see some solutions and update the existing tree legislation and give the City some of their proposals of what could be done as well as replace the current Ordinance with two more that will help plant trees throughout the City.  President King questioned if they would submit something first and then they would have a review or a committee meeting on it and CM Sovinski confirmed that is the idea and Mayor Hazel noted that he has seen the proposal and there are changes that need to be made.  

At 8:24 pm, CM Scott made a motion to enter executive session for conferences with an attorney for the public concerning disputes involving the City that are the subject of pending or imminent court action, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0 Aye. 

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:52 pm.  Attendees of the Executive Session were President King; Council Members Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott, and Sovinski; Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Mayor Hazel, Auditor Shinn, and Law Director Moore.

President King adjourned the meeting at 8:53 pm.

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
