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Council President King; Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott, and Sovinski; Safety-Service Director Hitchcock; Mayor Hazel; Auditor Shinn; Law Director Moore

Council President King called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm to speak about parks rules.

CM Scott asked to go through the codified Ordinance Chapter 941 of parks rules and go from top to bottom to discuss the rules.

CM Sovinski asked about the hours that are listed in the parks rules and if Chief Wale had any issues or complaints in regards to policing and Chief Wale noted that hours seem to be fine and obeyed well with the exception of softball tournaments every now and then and also spoke about other areas of parks and why people might be there after parks hours that we consider valid exemptions.

CM Scott spoke about motorized vehicles and Chief Wale stated that bicycles are still considered bicycles even if they are motorized and it is up to Council members to change that and that they only enforce motorized vehicles driving through the park.  CM Lochtefeld spoke about Lake Fest moving their car show to put vehicles in the grass and asked administration and they noted they do not want vehicles parked in the grass except for vehicles west of the Amphitheatre. 

CM Sovinski asked about disorderly conduct issue and if there was another Ordinance they may use and Chief Wale mentioned they use State Code so that way their time in jail will be paid for by the State and not the City.  CM Clausen spoke about the wording of the Ordinance and how some if it is defined and Chief Wale explained it is mainly referring to couples going to the parks after hours and that is usually what is covered under indecent exposure. 

CM Sovinski spoke about to littering section and Law Director Moore spoke about the similarities between two Ohio Revised Codes.  CM Clausen asked if littering was a big problem and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted it was in spurts.  CM Scott noted that a few years ago there was a bigger issue with animal droppings but that seems to have been taken care of.

Law Director Moore noted it has to be a designated swimming area in order to swim in for municipally owned bodies of water.

CM Clausen spoke about the article that was in a paper regarding Bryson and has intents when he made his contributions to the City and noted how he was clear with what he wanted his money to be used for within the parks which included sports and other activities like swimming pool and how the money was to be used to expand recreation activities.  CM Clausen noted there are multiple events that take place in the park that were no intended to be in the park such as Lake Festival and how it got moved down there and never moved back to Main Street.  President King mentioned he does not think that the park should be leased to events that would exclude anyone.  CM Fleck recommended finding an attorney that specializes in that area and Law Director Moore confirmed there are attorneys that specialize in Constitutional issues.  CM Lochtefeld noted he was concerned about focusing on recreation if that would exclude entertainment and mentioned the Amphitheatre that was recently built and mentioned it should be recreation for all citizens.  CM Fleck noted that is why he thinks the Constitutional attorney should let us know our left and right limits.  CM Scott asked if it was being suggested that no activities other than family park stuff happen in the park and CM Clausen confirmed he believes the park grounds should just be used for recreation and also discussed Bryson’s will which explained what the money should have been used for.  CM Buxton talked about family fun and how that can mean different things to different people.  CM Baltzell noted that was one of his questions and how the concert series uses the tent and Amphitheatre and Mayor Hazel mentioned that no one needs a lease to use things in the park but it helps reserve their right to use without others being able to use it during that period.  CM Sovinski spoke about the discussion to use it for strictly recreation or entertainment and spoke about how it would be restricted completely and not picking and choosing which groups or parks this would affect and asked about the Mariners baseball and how we lease out the baseball park to them for entertainment and noted how there is a myriad of things to discuss and consider when trying to resolve issues.  President King asked if Celina High School sells tickets to the games and it was confirmed they do not charge for baseball games.  CM Clausen mentioned the rumor/hoax about a neo nazi group trying to rent out the park and believes the parks were created for recreational purposes and how the money that was given to the City to buy that property and how it was meant to be used for recreational purposes and the City could be liable for leasing it areas for purposes it was not intended for.  CM Sovinski noted that there was no exclusion of using the park for any other purpose and we accepted the money so we should make sure it is being used for recreational purposes.  CM Lochtefeld asked Law Director Moore if they are violating the trust using it for entertainment purposes and Law Director Moore noted that nothing has ever been brought up to them and Mayor Hazel confirmed they have never brought up anything to him about it.  Mayor Hazel also spoke about some of the park areas that were not purchased just using Bryson money and how the City also helped purchase some of this land and how some of the shelter houses have been bought using grants as well and some that the Bryson trust has paid for.  CM Fleck again mentioned that he believes we need s specialist to get involved and help clear some things up.  CM Sovinski noted a couple of sections that were purchased using the Bryson trust covering many areas in many parks.  

President King adjourned the meeting at 6:45 pm. 

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
