REGULAR MEETING OF CELINA CITY COUNCIL –  July 25, 2022


President King called the Regular Meeting of Celina City Council to order at 7:00 pm.  Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, and Scott answered roll call.  CM Sovinski was absent.  Also present were Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Mayor Hazel, Auditor Shinn, and Law Director Moore.  

CM Scott made a motion to amend the Agenda, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Baltzell made a motion to accept the amended Agenda, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.

CM Clausen made a motion to amend the minutes of the July 11, 2022 Regular Council Meeting as written, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0-1 Aye.  CM Fleck abstained.  CM Baltzell made a motion to accept the amended minutes, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0-1 Aye.  CM Fleck abstained. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
President King spoke about how Mike Robins explained to the committee the benefits of passing the FEMA mitigation plan and how it can help the City of Celina be eligible to get federal dollars in case of flash floods or other natural disasters including some man-made disasters such as hazardous materials. 

President King also spoke about the electric building plans and how the project will cost upward of 2.1 million dollars which does not include the fencing or surrounding area.  Council members brought up that they noticed there was only one locker room on the plans but administration confirmed they are able to convert another area into a locker room if needed.

COMMUNICATIONS:  
President King mentioned a Liquor License Transfer- From Max & Ermas Holdings LLC DBA Max & Ermas to James Watson House LLC.  CM Clausen questioned if this had previously been to council before and Mayor Hazel noted there was additional leg work to be done and they got a new license out of Gahanna Ohio.  CM Buxton asked if we were maxed out on our allotment and Mayor Hazel confirmed we are indeed over our allotment and is not sure by how much but he can provide that number.

Mayor Hazel spoke about the James Watson house and how everyone is very pleased to see the hard work being done on it and also mentioned how he felt Lake Fest was an absolute success despite the early rain. Mayor Hazel also spoke about how the additional parking and access to Lakeshore Drive received tremendous reviews from constituents.  Mayor Hazel mentioned IC Fest also received rain the weekend prior but had large crowds and sold out their food supplies rather quickly. 

Auditor Shinn spoke about how we had a citizen led initiative filed with the City of Celina on July 22nd, 2022 to make Celina a sanctuary city and it has been publicized.  CM Scott asked her to repeat the statement and Auditor Shinn obliged and mentioned how it is an Ordinance initiated by the City to make Celina a sanctuary city and will be decided by the voters in the November election and Mayor Hazel added that the citizens are in the process of getting the necessary signatures and that will be on the November 8th, 2022 ballot and while it is an Ordinance it will be voted on by the constituents instead of the council members. 
AUDIENCE COMMUNICATIONS:  
Joe Gilroy who resides in Gennaro Ohio introduced himself as a new employee of the Daily Standard and mentioned how he was covering the meeting for another employee and is very excited to see what opportunities come with being a part of the community. 

NEW BUSINESS: (First Reading)
27-22-O: An Ordinance amending Ordinance 69-01-O to change the Zoning Classification of a portion of property owned by C.J. Nelson Rentals, LLC from B-3 Community Shopping Center to R-O Residence and Offices.  Mayor Hazel noted that Jeff Nelson and a group of investors are looking at constructing six apartment buildings with twenty-four units each and administration is pleased as this will help with the housing deficit that the City currently faces and also stated that there will be an eighteen-month clause that if the buildings cannot be built in that time frame, then the zone will revert back to B-3 while also noting that this is one of a few areas that can be annexed for housing.  CM Scott asked if administration can define what a B-3 and a R-O is and Mayor Hazel explained that a B-3 is a zoning code for Community Shopping Center and a R-O stands for Residence and Offices.  CM Fleck asked how big the parcel was and Mayor Hazel estimated about five acres.  CM Clausen noted he thinks that is a great area for this project and applauded the land owner for pursuing this type of deal which will help the city in the long run.  CM Fleck asked if this was time sensitive and Mayor Hazel noted it is but since it is a re zoning it has to go all three readings then CM Fleck asked when the public hearing will be and Mayor Hazel confirmed there is a public hearing on August 22nd, 2022.  CM Scott made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.

28-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing the Safety-Service Director to advertise and receive bids and enter into an agreement for the fencing around the splash pad at the Bryson Park District, appropriating funds, and declaring an emergency.  Mayor Hazel spoke about how they put up an interim fence to keep the geese out but the openings were a little too wide to accomplish that and parents have asked for a fully gated area to combat the road traffic and keep the kids safe.  Mayor Hazel also noted that it will be a decorative fence with self-closing gates on both ends to keep bicyclist and other unwanted traffic out of the splash pad.  CM Scott mentioned he has not seen many geese recently in the area and thinks it is well worth the money to make sure the fence is both safe and adds to the beauty of the park.  CM Baltzell asked how high the fence would be and Mayor Hazel stated it would be four feet high.  CM Buxton asked if it would be right against the cement or if there would be any green space and Safety Service Director Hitchcock explained they did this so the public works department can mow the area easily.  CM Clausen asked what grant is the LWCF and Audit Shinn stated it was the Land Water Conservation Fund grant and it was apart of the million-dollar grant where our five hundred-thousand-dollar contribution would be matched and we are using some of the refund to pay for this fence.  CM Scott asked if this was needed immediately and Mayor Hazel confirmed we do because of the bid prices.  CM Scott made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Lochtefeld made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.

29-22-O: An Ordinance transferring and appropriating funds, and amending various categories within Ordinance 56-21-O as the sixth supplement to the 2022 Annual Appropriations, and declaring an emergency.  Mayor Hazel mentioned the Tree Voucher Program where citizens would give the City the money for a voucher and the nursery would then plant the tree but we had to have the money in the account to cover the donations that were coming in.  Mayor Hazel also spoke about the electric funds and how that is tied to Sawvel & Associates and all of the work they have done with electrical consulting and the updated amount of renewable energy if someone was putting solar energy on their house and covers many instances of work, they are billing us for.  CM Clausen asked how many trees are being planted and Mayor Hazel noted he is not sure because there any many different prices for the trees.  CM Clausen noted that Saville Associations has helped us manage rates and have made everything better for the public and believes it is a good use of funds and noted that hopefully we continue to use them in a lesser role as needed and asked if funds should ever be put in the Parks Capital Fund and Mayor Hazel explained that it should go to the project but should not be in the transfer and administration all missed it.  CM Clausen made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Buxton made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

30-22-O: An Ordinance accepting donations made in memory of Darrell Willrath to the Celina Fire Department for Fire Capital use and appropriating funds.  Mayor Hazel spoke about Darrell Willrath and how they would like the donations to go to Fire Capital because they have not decided what they will purchase yet.  CM Scott asked if they would follow the recent trend of making this an emergency to bypass the three readings and Mayor Hazel noted they did not add an emergency to the Ordinance council can amend and add the emergency in order to pass the Ordinance.  CM Scott made a motion to amend the Ordinance, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Scott made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Buxton made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Clausen thanked all of the people who contributed to the donations and noted it is a credit to Darrell Willrath and his service to the City. 

OLD BUSINESS (Second Reading):
None.

OLD BUSINESS (Third Reading):
18-22-O: An Ordinance authorizing a lease agreement between the City of Celina and Grand Lake Rotary for the lease of the Bryson Park District and declaring an emergency.  CM Clausen made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

19-22-O: An Ordinance to approve the form and authorize the execution of the 2022 Solar Energy schedule with American Municipal Power, Inc. and taking of other actions in connection therewith regarding solar generated energy purchases.  CM Scott made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

9-22-R: A Resolution to adopt the Mercer County Multi-Jurisdictional Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Resolution, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Auditor Shinn mentioned there was no end of the month budget report in their packets because of a discrepancy with the bank account and she will have that to them sometime this week.  

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
CM Scott noted that ACE Hardware was sold and will now belong to corporate and they sent a transition period manager to run the store while they select a permanent manager and when they reported back to corporate after a couple days of work, he informed them not to change anything because it is being ran perfectly.  Corporate has now selected a new manager and gave them a choice to either run a new store that is opening in Indiana or take over Celina’s store and they chose the Celina store without a second thought. 

CM Fleck stated he has spoken to Celina’s engineer department and wanted to confirm that it is in fact the property owner’s responsibility to trim bushes in the alleyways to keep it from closing up and Mayor Hazel confirmed that is correct and, in an instance, where the property is being rented it is still the responsibility of the property owner.  

CM Buxton noticed over the weekend some people were walking with open alcohol containers and the police department had them dump them out which he appreciated and asked when we might get out DORA certification and Safety Service Director Hitchcock explained that they do not know when they will get the certification but Mayor Hazel noted they have been in contact and have correspondence going back and forth trying to attain the certification.  CM Buxton also asked about the old motel on Main Street and when they might announce what it is going to be and Mayor Hazel noted COVID-19 really put a damper on their plans but they have exciting plans for the old county admin building and they will probably get to the motel at some point but it is not on the top of their list currently.  Lastly, CM Buxton asked if there will be any benches in the splash pad area for parent to sit at and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted he believes they already have benches inside the area they will be fencing.  

CM Clausen noted all the construction on Fulton Street and pointed out a lot of people are using the alleyways and specifically more through traffic on Cory Avenue where cars seem to be speeding but there are children who live in houses around that alley and asked if the City could put up signs to try to slow traffic and Chief Wale noted that while people may not be necessarily speeding going 25 MPH down that road seems fast.  CM Clausen asked if there are children at play signs that the City is able to put up and Safety Service Director Hitchcock explained that ODOT changed the rules about ten years ago but they are able to put up their own signs as long as it is on their property and said we would try to place some signs along the area as well to slow down the traffic.  

CM Scott noted the discussion of golf carts during the last council meeting and asked if the City can send out rules of the road for both the golf cart drivers and vehicle drivers and Mayor Hazel noted they can put it in their newsletter to inform the public.  

At 8:00 pm, CM Clausen made a motion to enter into Executive Session to consider appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official and for conferences with an attorney to consider the purchase or lease of property for public purposes, or for the sale of property competitive bidding and for the public body concerning disputes involving the City that are subject of pending or imminent court action, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:01 pm.  Attendees of the Executive Session were President King; Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, and Scott; Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Mayor Hazel, Auditor Shinn, Law Director Moore; and Council Clerk Didonato.

At 8:30 pm, CM Scott made a motion to adjourn Executive Session, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.

President King adjourned the meeting at 8:31 pm.

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
