ORDINANCE 34-23-O
AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A CITY TREE COMMISSION, INCLUDING ESTABLISHING THE COMMISSION’S PURPOSES AND OBJECTIVES, MEMBERSHIP AND TERMS, COMPENSATION, AND MEETINGS AND PROCEDURES.
WHEREAS, the City of Celina desires to address matters regarding trees within the corporation limits of the City, for the following reasons: to reduce liability for the City, ensure public safety, establish authority, reduce tree related costs, establish professional standards for tree work within the City, and to incorporate trees as part of the community’s development; and
WHEREAS, the City of Celina desires to establish a City Tree Commission to address these matters in an ongoing manner.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Celina, County of Mercer, State of Ohio:

SECTION ONE

THAT, pursuant to Home Rule, and pursuant to Ohio Revised Code § 715.20 “Shade trees,” and pursuant to Ohio Revised Code § 727.011 “Control, planting, care, and maintenance of shade trees,” the City of Celina hereby establishes a Tree Commission.
SECTION TWO

THAT, the Tree Commission shall establish its purposes and objectives, membership and terms, compensation, and meetings and procedures in a form substantially similar to Exhibit “A” which is attached hereto and incorporated as if fully-rewritten herein.
SECTION THREE

THAT, City Council anticipates that in the future, the Tree Commission will recommend proposed legislation for Council’s consideration, consistent with Exhibit “A,” to effectuate the purposes of this Ordinance.  Council anticipates that such future-enacted legislation will repeal and replace any and all inconsistent and/or conflicting legislation, including repealing “Chapter 905 Trees” of the Celina Codified Ordinances.
SECTION FOUR

NOW, THEREFORE, this Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage and approval by the Mayor at the earliest period allowed by law. 
PASSED this _______ day of 


, 2023.








Jason D. King, President of Council

ATTEST:

Michael F. DiDonato, Clerk of Council







APPROVED 


           , 2023.








Jeffrey S. Hazel, Mayor

DRAFTED BY:

George Erik Moore, Esq., City Law Director


Exhibit “A”
DRAFT TREE COMMISSION ORDINANCE UPDATE
To replace Chapter 905.01-905.05
City of Celina
July 10, 2023
ESTABLISHMENT
There is hereby created and established the Tree Commission of the City of Celina, County of Mercer, State of Ohio.

PURPOSES AND OBJECTIVES

The primary purposes and objectives of the Tree Commission shall be:
1. To consider, investigate, make findings, report, and make recommendations regarding trees to the City Administration.

2. To hold regular and special meetings at which the subject of trees insofar as it relates to the municipality may be discussed by members of the Commission, City Administration, City personnel, City Council, and all others interested in the tree program.

3. To  recommend species and varieties of trees to be planted in the treelawns and all other public properties.

4. To develop, implement, and update an Urban Forestry Management Plan for Celina’s public trees. To present on an annual basis a report to Celina City Council and to provide a written report to the mayor for inclusion in the annual State of the City report.
5. To disseminate news and information regarding the selection, planting, and maintenance of trees within the corporate limits, whether the same be on private or public property. To implement an Arbor Day observance on an annual basis.
MEMBERSHIP AND TERMS

1. The Commission shall consist of five (5) members. In addition, one member of Council and the Public Works Director shall act as advisory members of the Commission.

2. The Mayor, subject to the approval of the City Council, shall appoint all members of the Commission.

3. The Chairperson of the Commission shall preside over all meetings of the Commission.  The Vice-Chairperson shall assume the duties of the Chairperson in their absence.

4. Appointments to the Commission shall be for three (3) year terms, provided that the term for one (1) of the members appointed to the first Commission shall be for one (1) year and one (1) of the members appointed to the first Commission shall be for two (2) years. If a vacancy occurs during the term of any member, their successor shall be appointed for the unexpired portion of said term.

5. Any Commission member who misses three (3) consecutive meetings or more than fifty percent (50%) of the regular meetings on an annual basis may be removed from the Tree Commission.
6. The City of Celina will provide financing for Tree Commissioners to attend educational programs. Tree Commission members will be encouraged to attend educational programs on urban forestry.

Compensation

The Commission members shall serve without compensation.

MEETINGS AND PROCEDURES

The Commission shall choose its own officers, make its own rules and regulations, and keep a journal of its proceedings.  A simple majority of the members shall be a quorum for the transaction of business.  All plans, findings, advice, reports, and recommendations of the Commission shall be in writing.

All meetings and documents shall be subject to the Ohio Sunshine Law.

