REGULAR MEETING OF CELINA CITY COUNCIL –  August 28, 2023


Council President King called the Regular Meeting of Celina City Council to order at 7:00 pm.  Council Members Baltzell, Buxton, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott, and Sovinski were present.  Also present were Mayor Hazel, Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Auditor Shinn and Law Director Moore.

CM Scott made a motion to pass the Agenda, seconded by CM Buxton.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye. 

CM Clausen made note of a scrivener’s error.  CM Sovinski made a motion to accept the Minutes, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
President King spoke about the Committee of the whole meeting that took place on August 14, 2023.

Council Member Scott spoke about the Community Betterment meeting that took place on August 14, 2023.

COMMUNICATIONS:  
None.

AUDIENCE COMMUNICATIONS:  
Brian Anderson who resides at 805 East Wayne Street spoke about the employee retention audit that was discussed during the last council meeting in order to talk to the cities safety personnel and when that would start and Mayor Hazel confirmed that he has authorized the audit but it has not taken place since both reps need to authorize it but we have not received the acceptance from both reps at this time. Brian asked if there was any intention to ask former employees about why they left the City and Mayor Hazel said they may reach out to some but none of them are under any obligation to comply.  Mayor Hazel confirmed that findings from the audit will be made public.  

Aaron Beougher who resides as 1207 Queensbury Drive asked about the request that was sent out to accept the audit and Mayor Hazel noted that it was sent to the state rep and not the local rep for acceptance. 

Ken Lange who resides at 1402 Canterbury Road mentioned how he heard that fire and police have a tattoo policy not allowing tattoos to be shown while in work uniform and Chief Wale spoke about the restricted tattoo policy stating it cannot be anything inappropriate, racist, sexist or showing in the summer uniform.  Chief Wale also mentioned it is something they are constantly looking at but believes the policy makes sense for the City of Celina at this moment.  Ken also spoke about the labor shortage in the area and unemployment rates.

NEW BUSINESS: (First Reading)
34-23-O: An Ordinance to establish a City Tree Commission, including establishing the Commission’s purposes and objectives, membership and terms, compensation, and meetings and procedures.  Mayor Hazel noted how he has spoken to the urban forestry representative for this region and spoke about some of the legislation and how the state would be able to help to determine what species of trees would have the best chance to thrive in this community and the schooling they would provide to people on the commission.  Mayor Hazel noted that he believes council members should put in a name from all four wards so everyone is represented in this community.  

CM Sovinski spoke about the values that a good tree program can bring to a community including increasing property values.  CM Sovinski also noted the energy and effort it takes to start this program and how important urban forestry is to some of the citizens in the City.  CM Sovinski spoke about how some trees are cut down to protect power lines and how the City will plant another tree in place of that one if it is requested while they are cutting the other tree down.  CM Sovinski spoke about the exhibit and pointed out a typo.  CM Sovinski pointed out the importance of getting people who are invested in this tree commission on the committee so it can be sustained.  

CM Scott spoke about how trees have been removed to help waterlines which the people owning the properties agreed to and CM Scott believes that this Ordinance and the following Ordinance shows the City is behind the tree program and in support of putting trees in proper areas they would be for the beautification of our community.  

CM Clausen asked about the process for people on the commission and if they would have to send their proposals to Council to get trees planted and Mayor Hazel noted that from the state rep it is encouraged that the City is able to say no to a tree being planted in a scenario where that species of tree if bad for the area and will harm other trees.  Mayor Hazel also mentioned it is only a recommendation to plant trees where they think is a good area because the property owner can still say no since they are the ones who have to mow the area between the sidewalk and curb.  Mayor Hazel also noted that 80% of Celina streets have never had any trees between the sidewalk and curb.  

CM Baltzell spoke in favor of the tree commission and noted how Eaglebrooke had the same species of trees and when one got a disease, they all did and now the new trees are being planted with more of a variety.  CM Baltzell spoke about the exhibit and more clarity on the process of paying for training and local of training to be more specific.  

CM Buxton asked if all other committees have the same restrictions about missing meetings and Law Director Moore noted they did not want to kick someone out if they had a legitimate reason to miss the meeting but the example, they received had them out after missing three meetings.  CM Buxton asked how many meetings they would have a year and Mayor Hazel noted that it is up to the committee.  CM Sovinski spoke about the three meetings and how nobody wants a member not showing up but remaining on the committee and also noted that they added the funding line so state auditors would not question why they were paying for training.  

Law Director Moore noted that the commission is subject to the Sunshine Law so of anyone ever wanted documents from the meetings they are subject to those laws. 

CM Scott made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye. 

35-23-O: An Ordinance to approve, adopt and enact the current replacement pages to the Codified Ordinances, and declaring an emergency.  CM Scott made a motion to read the title and whereas only, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Voice acclimation passed 7-0 Aye.  CM Sovinski pointed out that we always use Walter Drain Company for the convocations and asked for the explanation and Law Director Moore noted that they did a price comparison before and Walter Drain Company was the cheapest and Auditor Shinn noted a merger between the two biggest competitors in the state.  CM Clausen asked how expensive it was and Auditor Shinn noted that it was between three and four thousand dollars and mentioned all that that encompasses the bill and what they do for us and CM Lochtefeld noted that they update their website quicker and Auditor Shinn confirmed that is a part of the bill we pay.  Mayor Hazel also noted that we are legally acquired to update and do these.  Law Director Moore mentioned that the state laws are also in our codified and believes that covers about 95% of the package.  CM Sovinski noted how our laws need to be concurrent with state laws and not contradict.  CM Scott noted regardless of the cost it is something that needs to be done.  CM Scott made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye.  CM Buxton made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 7-0 Aye. 

OLD BUSINESS (Second Reading):
None.

OLD BUSINESS (Third Reading):
None.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Hazel spoke about the upcoming retirement of an employee who has been with the City for a long time and invited council members to attend the get together when that happens down at the GAC plant.  

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
President King noted he has been asked about the audience communication portion and asked if they need to provide their address since not everyone is comfortable sharing their residence and asked if there was something they were able to do or interested in doing with that part of audience communications.  CM Sovinski asked Law Director Moore about the public meetings law and Law Director Moore noted he does not believe so but he would have to look if that is a requirement.  President King noted that it is a part of the council rules.  

CM Buxton mentioned September 11th-17th the courthouse will be putting on events for their 100th year anniversary.  CM Buxton mentioned on September 11th at 6:00 pm they will be doing a walk from the courthouse to the lake and noted how it would be nice in council participated in the walk.  It was also mentioned that our next council meeting is on September 11 at 7:00 pm.

CM Scott spoke about the name and address question and noted if they are allowed to change the rules, he would be in favor of not having citizens state their actual address.  Law Director Moore also noted that the City of Celina does not have to have an audience communication part of meetings but noted he believes it is a good idea overall.  CM Sovinski noted that he believes it was used so people of the surrounding area know and so we can let them know that we have looked into their request or comment once the City has done so.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Erica Shumaker who resides at 201 East Forrest Street noted that maybe people can note their ward instead.  Law Director Moore noted that current wording and how it is applied.  Erica also asked who creates and enforces the tattoo policy for the police department and Chief Wale confirmed that he writes the policies for the police department but does consult with administration with his policies.  Erica noted that she knows many former service members who would like to join the Celina Police Department but are unable to because of the tattoo policy.  Chief Wale noted if he finds it necessary to change, he will talk to administration.  Erica also asked about park rules and how there has not been much transparency as of late and wanted to make sure it was being discussed further and that information be shared with the public.  Law Director Moore reiterated his position from the last meeting that if any constituent has any suggestions, please provide them to council and he will be happy to take a look at those.  President King noted that they are looking at other opinions as well in that matter and noted what they cannot share from executive session.  

Cole Stevens who resides at 7035 Dibble Road mentioned that he thinks if there was audience communication at the end that would also be beneficial because so much gets talked about at council then they have other questions during the meeting.  President King noted he believes it is at the beginning as a courtesy to the audience so they do not have to stay and listen to the readings of Ordinances before they speak.  Cole noted he received the Agenda because it is public but does not understand exactly what is going to be talked about at the meetings and if they knew the park rules were not going to be discussed during the meeting they would have brought it up during audience communication.  Cole noted that during the communication time before the last pride event some of the council members mentioned they wished they knew about the problem earlier and now they know how some people feel and the people just want to make sure that the issues are not being dragged out until it is too late again.  Cole also mentioned that people came to the last council meeting with the intent to discuss the drag show but were unable to since council went into executive session immediately.  Law Director Moore discussed when they are allowed to go into executive session and what purpose they did go into executive session last meeting.  Cole asked if the public was briefed about what the executive session was about and asked that the public have a chance to speak on this matter and President King confirmed that the public meeting was for park rules and that is the reason they went into executive session.  

President King adjourned the meeting at 8:03 pm.

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
