REGULAR MEETING OF CELINA CITY COUNCIL –  June 26, 2023


Council President King called the Regular Meeting of Celina City Council to order at 7:00 pm.  Council Members Baltzell, Clausen, Fleck, Lochtefeld, Scott, and Sovinski were present.  CM Buxton was absent.  Also present were Mayor Hazel, Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Auditor Shinn and Law Director Moore.

CM Scott made a motion to pass the Agenda, seconded by CM Fleck.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.

CM Clausen made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 5-0-1 Aye.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
None.

COMMUNICATIONS:  
None.

AUDIENCE COMMUNICATIONS:  
Darwin Donten who resides at 1911 Heritage Drive noted his frustration that Council received the video they received only a month before the event and that was unfair to the Council Members and believes it should have made its way to council months ago.  Darwin mentioned that policies should be updated based on past events and should reflect the new standards.  Darwin also mentioned that it looks the event did move further from the splash pad which he was thankful for and mentioned that there should be a full barrier so anyone at the park but not attending the event would not be able to see the event.  Darwin applauded the CPD for being there and keeping everyone at the event in check.  CM Fleck noted he thinks they should revisit the process of approving park agreements.  CM Sovinski noted that with the agreement either side would have been able to cancel the agreement if the event was 90 days out.  

Chandler Martin who currently resides at 1709 Majorki Place mentioned that he attempted to attend the event but was escorted out within 30 seconds.  Chandler was disappointed because he thought the event would be inclusive and noted he had no camera or shirt that had any statements and also spoke about what one of the performers were wearing because even though he was kicked out he said he could see everything clearly.  

Shaun Meyer spoke about how people posted his home address and kids names online to try to get people to harass them online and noted that is why he gave his church address last time when speaking.  Shaun asked if PD has their cameras rolling and Chief Wale mentioned they did during confrontations but did not have time to see the show with how busy they were.  Shaun noted he believes the law was broken last year and this year as well with someone’s buttocks being shown.  Shaun spoke about Lake Fest and that is within 90 days and asked if they were to have pole dancers and asked if the City would pull the permit.  Shaun asked Law Director Moore if something would be done and Law Director Moore noted he would not be answering hypothetical questions.  Shaun noted his disappoint during the last meeting where people were only getting 90 seconds except the affiliated group who received 5 minutes to respond.  Shaun asked if when they lease the park are they able to ask people to leave the park and Safety Service Director Hitchcock mentioned that is why they rent out a specific area is so they are able to stop people or actions from happening in the part they rented out.  Shaun asked if anyone who broke any laws will be investigated and Chief Wale noted if they see a law being broken, they will investigate but mentioned they have to follow court rulings which state that the anus and genitals must be covered and not specifically the buttocks just like if someone were wearing a bikini at a public beach they would not be in trouble with the law.  President King and Law Director Moore discussed if we are allowed to be more restrictive with certain laws but agreed we could not be less restrictive.  Shaun asked if Council Members would do anything with his earlier example with pole dancers at Lake Fest and CM Clausen mentioned he does not believe they should allow that in that scenario.  CM Sovinski noted that they are being asked to hold an organization responsible for actions of people attending the event.  President King mentioned that they are going to have to look at this and come up with a conclusion.  Shaun lastly mentioned that he spoke to members of the community and want to see leadership.  CM Fleck mentioned that the Pride Event let it be known that the drag show was non-negotiable and the permit will be revisited.  CM Scott noted that if Chandler was not doing anything wrong, he thinks it is unfortunate that he was asked to leave the event and Chief Wale mentioned that once the park is rented, they have the right to decide who is at their event for the section they have specifically rented.  

Erica Schmacker who resides at 201 East Forrest St asked if there was a precedent for an event that brings in performers if there is a background check done on those individuals.  Erica was upset that a third party had to investigate these performers and find criminal records before they got uninvited only a week before the event.  Erica expressed her disappointment about calling City officials to inform them of these findings and not receiving a direct response from any of the ones she called.  Erica also mentioned that two responses she received from City officials were to call the police department because that was a matter for them and she asked Chief Wale if that is accurate and Chief Wale noted if someone broke a law and paid the price then they are able to be at a public park.  Erica also mentioned that she went to attend the event and was bumped around by someone twice her size and she believed it was intentional.  Erica noted that she believes someone has to stand up for the children and she will be that person if no one else will.

Chandler Martin who currently resides at 1709 Majorki Place came up again and asked why the Small Town Pride Group have the ability to kick anyone out of the parts of the park they rented for no apparent reason but are not responsible for any wrong doing that would happen within that same perimeter like someone showing too much if their anus or genitals and mentioned the person that did that stepped out of their fenced in area so any kid passing by would see that.  

CM Lochtefeld asked Chief Wale if there were any complaints made that day with all of the officers that were there and Chief Wale noted it would have been better if they were told about any possible violation immediately so they could have handled it then and it becomes harder to have cooperation with witnesses as time passes.  

NEW BUSINESS: (First Reading)
28-23-O: An Ordinance amending Ordinance 69-01-O to change the zoning classification of a portion of property owned by Steve Adams of Fox Plaza Properties LLC (1901 Havemann Road) from M-2 Light Manufacturing District to B-3 Community Shopping District.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that the planning commission recommended to make the change.  CM Sovinski noted that C-Town also use to be C-2 and CM Clausen asked if the planning commission was on board and Mayor Hazel noted they are completely on board.  Steve Adams the property owner spoke about the business and their intentions with the zoning change.  CM Sovinski noted that we have to follow procedure with a zoning change and make sure everyone understands the process including the public for the open meeting on the third reading.  Mayor Hazel noted that the auctioning is not currently allowed in that zoning and that is the hold up and that it is no fault to the owner and they just did not know.  CM Clausen mentioned the limited parking area they have heard about and asked if there was any plan to do something about that and Steve spoke about the square footage and noted they will be able to turn it into more parking spaces.  CM Scott mentioned the public hearing and also made a motion to pass to a second reading, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]29-23-O: An Ordinance accepting donations to the Celina Police Department and to the Celina Fire Department for the purchase of a forcible entry training door and appropriating funds.  Chief Lange thanked the organization for the donations and spoke about the forcible entry door systems and how important training is.  CM Clausen asked if most Fire Departments have these doors and Chief Lange mentioned it is common because it is such a great tool.  CM Sovinski asked if it is able to be repaired and Chief Lange mentioned that they are able to use local places to buy the pieces that are needed which is replacing the wood.  Chief Wale spoke about how this has been discussed in the past and noted they are both going to benefit from this and will help the City be prepared for more situations.  CM Baltzell asked how long these are expected to last and Chief Lange noted it weighs 800 pounds but he does not have an exact timeframe.  CM Fleck asked if this can help with medical style doors in a hospital and Chief Lange noted it cannot help with every door but it will help train with all types of styles of doors.  CM Scott also mentioned how thankful he is for the donation and mentioned that he does not believe Council has denied any training tools because we want our people to be as trained as possible.  Chief Wale mentioned how wonderful the donators have been in the past and clearly care about the City and these departments.  CM Sovinski made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

OLD BUSINESS (Second Reading):
23-23-O: An Ordinance vacating a portion of the alley described as “The North/South Alley between South Leblond Street and South Lake Street (only the southern end of the alley). Alley behind 137 South Leblond Street and 130 South Lake Street. Starting at the right of way on the “South side of the alley and heading in a North direction approximately 89.5 feet and 16.5 feet wide East/West direction”.  CM Clausen made a motion to pass to a third reading, seconded by CM Lochtefeld.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

25-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing a Lease Agreement between the City of Celina and Rush Sports Complex for the lease of the Bryson Park District.  CM Lochtefeld asked about the amendment and Safety Service Director Hitchcock mentioned it was a schedule of events which was added and it was mentioned that it is only a grass volleyball tournament for their event.  CM Scott made a motion to pass to a third reading, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  

OLD BUSINESS (Third Reading):
18-23-O: An Ordinance authorizing the City to give consent to the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) to resurface State Route 29 in Mercer County from 05.99 to 10.94, including a portion of State Route 29 in the City of Celina.  CM Fleck made a motion to pass to a third reading, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.  CM Scott asked if this is a continuation of what has been done before and Safety Service Director Hitchcock confirmed that was correct.  CM Fleck asked if there would be any grinding and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted he did not believe so.  CM Sovinski made a motion to pass the Ordinance, seconded by CM Clausen.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
Mayor Hazel mentioned that with the events over the weekend there were no arrests to go with the large crowds in the park.  

Mayor Hazel also spoke about the road reconstruction project that is currently going on at Walnut and Ash Street and mentioned that on Ash they have poured some concrete and are getting ready to pour the approaches which will then start a 7-day window before you can drive on them.  Mayor Hazel mentioned two different companies are doing these projects but they should finish around the same time.  CM Sovinski asked how much inspection has been done during this project and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted there was a stipulation that they had to use a curb machine on our projects.  Mayor Hazel noted they will check on all complaints and make sure that the project is being done correctly.  Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted they are down there every day making sure they are doing everything correctly but will check on the sealer.

Auditor Shinn mentioned that we are getting close to our July budget time frame and mentioned she will have that ready before the next Council Meeting.  

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
CM Lochtefeld asked if the minutes would be amended to note that the drag show performers would not have their legal names put out there and President King and Law Director Moore agreed.  CM Lochtefeld made a motion to amend the minutes, seconded by CM Sovinski.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 4-1-1 Aye.  CM Fleck asked if we are allowed to ask for their legal names and Mayor Hazel mentioned we do not do there for any other event and it would add time to the process and resources but Council would have to discuss this further and make a decision.   

CM Clausen noted he was down at the splash pad and he mentioned some of the spouts were not spitting out any water at all and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that a part went bad and they are waiting on that part.  

President King asked if there is an outlook for 2024 street project yet and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted they plan on resurfacing and concrete streets but they can discuss it with better accuracy after the 2024 budget so they know how much money they have to spend but also mentioned within the two years after they can do two major reconstruction projects with money they will be receiving for projects.  

Mayor Hazel mentioned that they stoned the areas around the parks which was a part of the plan.

CM Sovinski noted it would be nice to review what streets can be done or need to be done but Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted without knowing how much each year’s dollar amount it is impossible to plan too far in advance.

CM Scott asked about the ponds at Westview and how that is going and Safety Service Director Hitchcock noted that it is to stop the flooding and they are positive it will work for its intended purposes and hope it will be done by the end of the summer.  

At 7:38 pm, CM Sovinski made a motion to enter executive session to consider the purchase or lease of property for public purposes, or for the sale of property at competitive bidding, seconded by CM Baltzell.  Motion passed with a roll call vote 6-0 Aye. 

The meeting convened in Executive Session at 8:44 pm.  Attendees of the Executive Session were President King; Council Members Baltzell, Clausen, Fleck, Scott, and Sovinski; Safety Service Director Hitchcock, Mayor Hazel, Auditor Shinn, and Law Director Moore.

President King adjourned the meeting at 8:45 pm.

Submitted by Michael F. Didonato, Clerk of Council
