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I. Current Activities: 

 Chapter Meeting September 26, 2017 

 

II. Related Articles and Education Opportunities 

 National Frame Building Association – Webinar –CEU 

 Hanley Wood University – Understanding Alternative Exterior Trim - CEU  

 Architect Forum – On Line Courses – CEU 

 AIA Architect – 2017 Best In Class - CEU  

 Hanley Wood University – Building Resilience - CEU 

 

III. National AIA - NYSAIA 

 QUAD – AIA Connecticut, AIA New Jersey, AIA New York State and AIA 

Pennsylvania “Quality Unites Architectural Design” Conference - November 9-11, 

2017 

 Albany Capital Center 

      55 Eagle Street 

Albany, New York 

Link: http://quadconference.aianys.org/ 

 National AIA Convention, New York City 

June 21-22, 2017 

Jacob Javits Convention Center 

New York, New York 

Link: http://conferenceonarchitecture.com/ 

 

 

IV. Next Chapter meeting is in October, 2017 at 6:00 pm 

 

Note: The normal third Thursday lunch meeting of each month meeting day has been 

modified for October, to be an evening dinner meeting. 
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  Bronx Chapter Meeting 

   

Meeting began at 12:05pm 

 

Attendees 

 

Richard Stein 

 

Jorge Lee 

 

Ken Koons Sr 

 

Ken Koons Jr 

 

Sara Diazajeri  

 

Julian Misiurski 

 

Robert Esnard 

 

  

The Minutes of the June 15, 2017 meeting was reviewed.  Motion for approval was made by 

Ken Koons Sr. and seconded by Julian Misiurski and the Minutes were approved.   

 

Agenda / Discussion: 

1. Proposed DOB Fee Schedule – The efforts of the New York City AIA Chapters objecting to 

the DOB increased fees proposal, was reviewed and discussed.  The history of DOB 

providing additional income for the city beyond the DOB costs, unfortunately has always 

been the case.  DOB is being pressured to provide additional income beyond the cost of the 

new planning examiners and inspectors added to the DOB staff.  The DOB’s intent is to 

charge for plan examination reviews and/or appeals.   

 

The Bronx Chapter wrote letters to the Commissioner and all the Bronx City Council 

Members objecting this new fee arrangement.  The State Association, as well as, the National 

Organization wrote in support of the City Chapters position.  It was unique for all levels of 

the architectural “community” to be unified on an issue.  However, to date, DOB has not 

responded to these letters and/or objections. 

 

2. Chapter Accreditation – The process of recertifying the Bronx Chapter to be a full operating 

AIA Chapter was reviewed.  The professional consultants who assisted the Chapter, 

Attorney, John Lefkowitz and Westchester Chapter Administrator, Valerie Brown were 

important and critical to the recertification.  The Chapter and its consultants worked 

“overtime” to conform to the new National Requirements for AIA Chapters.  The Bronx 

Chapter expanded its activities to be part of;  

 

 



  

 

 The Annual Brooklyn and Queens Design Awards program covering the outer 

boroughs, Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island.   

 

 The Westchester Hudson AIA Chapter’s Continuing Education Program which is 

now linked to the Bronx Chapter Continuing Education efforts.   

 

In addition, the Chapter will be filing not-for-profit tax returns annually even though the 

Chapter does not have any profit or income beyond dues. 

 

 

3. Strategic Plan – The last Chapter meeting was a Strategic Planning Meeting in June 2017 

where the Board adopted a Strategic Plan that will: 

 

 Encourage as much individual Member participation as possible. 

 

 Participate more actively with the National, State and surrounding AIA entities. 

 

 Publicize the practice of architecture and general Bronx Chapter activities to as many 

people as possible within the profession and Bronx County citizenry. 

 

 The Chapter meetings will be flexibly scheduled to be night, as well as, day meetings to 

allow Members who cannot attend day meetings the opportunity to participate.   

 

4. By-laws – The By-laws were reviewed again by the Members and typos were corrected and 

accepted.  Julian Misiurski moved for approval, the Motion was seconded by Sara Diazajeri 

and unanimously passed.  Notice of this adoption will be sent to National AIA Chapter 

Accreditation Committee for their records.  

  

5. Chapter Committees – The need for members to represent the Chapter; at State Association 

meetings, on the outer borough Design Awards Committee and in the Continuing Education 

efforts of the Chapter was discussed.  Volunteer members will be solicited to work in these 

areas.   

  

a. Design Awards – At the Strategic meeting some of the Associate Members suggested 

that they would be willing to work on the Design Awards selection and provide 

Bronx Chapter involvement. 

 

b. Continuing Education – A proposal was made to have sponsors of meetings and have 

Continuing Education sessions at regular Chapter meetings whenever possible.  Some 

of the members indicated that they will reach out to see if the Chapter can connect 

with construction suppliers and manufactures to gage interest. 

 

 



 

6. AIA National Convention June 2018    

 

a. The Bronx Chapter has an agreement with the Bronx County Historical Society to offer 

tours.  This Fall, a “pilot” tour is planned highlighting the Art Deco Buildings on the 

Grand Concourse.  If this is successful, the Chapter will attempt to offer the tour during 

the convention in the Spring of 2018.  Other possible tours were suggested by members, 

i.e., the Bronx Zoo, Bronx County College (the old NYU campus), Fordham University 

and Lehman College. 

 

b. Sara Diazajeri requested and received the Chapter’s approval to support her effort to 

present a panel discussion at the convention concerning; “How Female Architects can 

start a successful business.”  She has put together the panel speakers and will be 

processing the applications with the AIA Convention Committee to get on the AIA 

convention program. 

 

    Meeting was adjourned at 1:45 pm 

 

  



Related Articles and Education Opportunities   

web version | send to friend  

 

 

October Webinar 

Universal Method for Shallow Post and Pier Foundation Design 

 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

1:00 - 2:00 PM CDT 

Shallow post and pier foundations are used extensively in post-frame building systems 

and this session describes the conditions under which it is appropriate to use the 

universal design methodology... 

READ MORE 

Visit the Post-Frame Advantage events calendar to view and sign up for future courses. 
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This Week at HWU 

Free, Online Courses 
 

 

Featured Course:  

 

Understanding Alternative Exterior Trim  

This CEU will give learners an overview of 

alternative exterior trim products, while exploring 

the differences between the various types of 

alternative trim products available in today's 

market. 

Cost: Free  

Credits: AIA 1 LU  

 

 

Additional Courses:  

Benefits and Applications of 

Specialized Performance Gypsum 

Panels  

Cost: Free  

Credits: AIA 1 LU/HSW  
 

 

Insulating Concrete Forms for 

Multifamily Residential Construction  

Cost: Free  

Credits: AIA 1 LU/HSW  
 

 

Pre-Finished Steel Siding Panels  

Cost: Free  

Credits: AIA 1 LU/HSW  
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View this email as a webpage  

 

 

Dear: Robert 

If you need credits for state licensure, please make sure and keep a copy of your AIA Certificate of completion as proof of 

completion. Please remember, the AIA has changed their policy and now you may complete all 18 hours online. 

To earn AIA/IDCEC Learning Units online, and to learn more about these remarkable products, log on to Architect-

Forum.com. Please know, if you are a new user you will be required to create an account prior to taking any courses. 

If you forgot your username or password please email us your request at  

katherine@architect-forum.com make sure and include your email address and name. 

FEATURED ONLINE COURSES 

  

 

AutoGate, Inc. is the sponsor for the following course. The course is complimentary to all designers. 

Automated Vehicular Gate Systems: For System Design Compliance to Safety Standards V2W 

NEW: 09-09-2016 | Course No: AG3203-W | Narration: No | Present a familiarization with an understanding of UL 325 and 

ASTM F2200 applicable to automated vehicular gates. This course will educate specifiers to safety standards in the interest of 

client safety and liability associated with automated vehicular gates. 

Access Course AG3203-W: 1 Learning Unit/Hour/HSW 

Start Course Now 

 

 

IdealShield is the sponsor for the following course. The course is complimentary to all designers. 

Pedestrian and Facility Safety Guarding v2 

NEW: 01-16-2017 | Course No: IS0502-W | Narration: No | Videos: This course provides a comprehensive overview of the 

variety of guarding products available for use in and around facilities to ensure the safety of pedestrians, valuable machinery, 

and equipment. This program also reviews applications, installation options, and common product finishes which will assist in 

making the right decisions for your clients.  Access Course IS0502-W: 1 Learning Unit/Hour/HSW 

Start Course Now 
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Innova Eco Building System is the sponsor for the following course. The course is complimentary to all designers. 

Designing with MgO Structural Insulated Panels 

NEW: 05-26-2017 | Course No: IEBS0701-W | Narration: No | Videos: No | In this course, the design professional will discover 

how High-performance MgO Insulated Structural panels are a part of an energy-efficiency design strategy that can improve 

energy efficiency and performance with small to medium size projects. Designers will also learn about the unique properties of 

SIPs such as high fire ratings, greater R-Values and superior structural integrity that make the system out perform traditional 

building methods. In learning these things designers will take away the knowledge that not only are SIPs a strong, 

environmentally friendly building material, but also a cost effective way to build. 

Access Course IEBS0701-W: 1 Learning Unit/Hour/HSW 

Start Course Now 

 

 

Promat LLC. is the sponsor for the following course. The course is complimentary to all designers. 

PASSIVE FIRE PROTECTION - Underwriters Testing Procedures, Design Classifications and Code 

Narration: Yes | The scope of the presentation includes Sprayed Fire Resistance Materials or SFRM, Spec Section 07 81 00 and 

Thin Film Fire Resistance Materials, Spec section 07 81 23. SFRM or Passive Fire Protection Components vs Fire Sprinklers 

which are active Fire Protection Components. They need to be activated by elevated temperatures due to fire. 

Access Course PF0702-W: 1 Learning Unit/Hour/HSW 

Start Course Now 

 

DragonBoard USA is the sponsor for the following course. The course is complimentary to all designers. 

 

Combat Mold, Improve Indoor Air Quality and Specify MgO Products 

 

NEW: 11-22-2016 | Course No: DB0602-W | Narration: No | Provides an overview of Indoor Air Quality, 

along with a discussion on IAQ health issues associated with Mold and Fungus. The program looks at the 

causes of Mold and Fungus in today’s structures and examines how specifying MgO products is a great 

alternative solution to dealing with Mold and Fungus. 
 

Access Course DB0602-W: 1 Learning Unit/Hour/ HSW 

Start Course Now 
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Arkema Inc. is the sponsor for the following course. The course is complimentary to all 

designers. 

Resin-Based Coatings for Metal 

NEW: 03-16-2015 | Course No: AK0905-W | Narration: Yes | There are many kinds of 

resin-based coatings for metal, and two primary application techniques. In this course 

each of these coatings and application techniques are described and illustrated, along 

with important information on why these coatings fail and how the performance of these 

coatings is measured. The primary goal of this course is to provide architects and others 

who work with resin-based coatings for metal with the information they need to ensure 

that the coated product will perform as expected and provide a durable and long-lasting 

finish. 

Access Course AK0905-W: 1 Learning Unit/Hour/ HSW 

Start Course Now 

Request Info  

 

 

 

Arkema Inc. is the sponsor for the following course. The course is complimentary to all 

designers. 

Water-based PVDF Coatings for Sustainable Design 

NEW: 03-17-2015 | Course No: AK0906-W | Narration: Yes | This course provides an 

overview of the basics of water-based PVDF coatings and how they help attain 

sustainability goals. The course begins with a brief description of the components of a 

weatherable coating, and describes the function of each. Because of its critical role in the 

weatherability and sustainability properties of water-based PVDF coatings, the chemistry 

of the carbon-fluoride bond is also described. The unique properties of this technology 

improve the water penetration into the building envelope improving the safety and 

wlefare of the building and its end users. 

Access Course AK0906-W: 1 Learning Unit/Hour/ HSW 

Start Course Now 

Request Info  

 

FEATURED COURSES-

ONLINE  

Click here - additional AIA 

credits. 

 

Click on the link above to earn a few AIA courses sponsored by MTI. MTI is an AIA CES 

provider all the credits they offer are complimentary to all designers.  

Credits upon successful completion will be reported on behalf of all AIA members. 

Non members please print the certificate as proof of course completion. 
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  Access MTI Courses:https://www.mtidry.com/education-resources 

  

 

Current Issue  
 

September 29, 2017 
  

Take advantage of your AIA benefits: Get engaged  

 

 

Back to school: The best education facilities of 2017  

   

 

Education continues to evolve, and the projects from this year's Education Facility Design Awards 

program—presented by AIA and the Committee on Architecture for Education—represent the state-

of-the-art learning environments being developed in today's learning spaces.  

View all recipients > 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://newsletter.architect-forum.com:8080/t.aspx%3fS%3d1%26ID%3d2472%26NL%3d2%26N%3d1101%26SI%3d2271%26URL%3dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.mtidry.com%252feducation-resources%253futm_source%253darchitect-forum&c=E,1,VRrEN6bqOG87LQ0yHKLD7VDbYVr5aBFYbDL3HsBUCLZsJrqhv9XdLTvuwUMB66DmPmCnMRHgwtV6e8YKmmzv1bIYDyZ6EzxBr7auZA9ZomWS7Yo8UpCw5Cs,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://send.aia.org/link.cfm%3fr%3dXhfYSVNXVjgXskZDp-b2gw~~%26pe%3dAVyfNUcBIWU68dua2Vpk3nqiG-zMTuhLv9Pq4DuydNX2J8J9kBdpBRwaIQoUIqP25JjCGvg22Y0quyZ__jrOxQ~~&c=E,1,Oh72BMsm_ouRJlPmKZP5TJfg4KhRAeA7wZVFJ9tjwdvEAt1fRqc4Yk6w6IjHBP78QCORI9VeB013uaYRIxLYAzkF33QkJPDUcnxTQxWC_voOQJhDss7mGcw,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://send.aia.org/link.cfm%3fr%3dXhfYSVNXVjgXskZDp-b2gw~~%26pe%3don34WCL_0ZfvCmBOlialT69Km7K7DmPYSIrt2ZR64te-qxbLeePx57jYbk5GabPKDD_nJLKwvns1Mbt4p0PRcg~~&c=E,1,4NA1TbrS5lJ1TpiS6KRDiIF75YlUlenjtb-1R79LI5r3J4m40_xBseEzPq_1c5KzhRI5MWpIu_JuX7liPtlhyuuqFRxEE9_awCeSvBMB7kTUjlpt7CSM8bU,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://send.aia.org/link.cfm%3fr%3dXhfYSVNXVjgXskZDp-b2gw~~%26pe%3dH1MHLRlKVInEmZsZ9lh05Uba_wi_iLXlNXdZz7phzXxSY_Aqp3DfoWKW0wAZXhDhctV8Lquux56DkNzhVGjkUg~~&c=E,1,XVQUGI1z9YnhLlmEByNsyJX5Uon3fCbRCON73EOozzFZsCLhS2Znoe65TGRVhhs7CIahYCJxDUqEFSgEOTwKvynKaIi4Xy7OUeOXY774&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://send.aia.org/link.cfm%3fr%3dXhfYSVNXVjgXskZDp-b2gw~~%26pe%3dq3bPmZSv8zYZz5a3Yl18I1owDMQlWc6SDjZfq7nuDs0ujtrEkH8TT2dJbK_XqupNXTVUN91Wl5YM2MXRoCfkNQ~~&c=E,1,Wfu9hLigwsnrWvr-qdOjD-FTYIwL4Hz7xMbkXplrWKq-mcKeodPdaeGxk8LlyfO1Bw8igjKwbmedVqJVk0FC6C-KPsSp3leQYJdCxon2QADQmUmgow,,&typo=1


2017 I Look Up Film Challenge winner announced  

 

The 2017 I Look Up Film Challenge's grand prize has been awarded to "Community by Design: Skid Row 

Housing Trust." Featuring Michael Maltzan Architecture and Brooks + Scarpa and filmed in Los Angeles, 

the film highlights the power of design in improving the lives of those experiencing homelessness.  

Watch the film > 

Member benefit spotlight  

 

AIAU offers around-the-clock access to a continuously changing catalog of more than 160 

curated continuing education courses on a wide range of topics. Members receive a 

discount on individual courses and can add an additional 15% discount when purchasing 

four or more courses at one time.  

 

Get started > 

 

Featured Stories  
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Cast your vote by October 6 

More than 80 short films were submitted to 

this year's challenge, and 60 qualify to win 

the People's Choice Award. Watch, vote, and 

share your favorite film. 

Vote today > 
   

 

 

   

How health factors into green building rating 

systems: Living Building Challenge 

The second in a series on green building rating 

systems and human health examines the 

International Living Future Institute's 

comprehensive certification. 

Read more > 
   

   

Firms across the country see billings growth 

Architecture firm billings increased for the 

seventh consecutive month in August, as more 

firms reported improving business conditions 

than in July. 

Read more > 
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Limiting moisture ingress into low slope 

roofing systems 

How concerned are you about future moisture 

ingress into your roofing system? The executive 

director of building and roofing science for AIA 

partner GAF offers advice to help you design 

your roof with moisture in mind. 

Read more > 
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More from the AIA  

 AIA Issues Cautions on Tax Reform 

Proposals 

 2017 AIA President Thomas Vonier, 

FAIA, on the Dangers of Weaker 
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HWU Update 

Free, Online Courses for Professionals 
 

 

 

Building Resilience: 

Expanding the Concept of 

Sustainability  

This course considers traditional wood 

framing and mass timber systems in the 

context of resilience, including performance during and after 

earthquakes, hurricanes and other disasters, as well as the 

relevance of wood's light carbon footprint and low embodied 

energy. 

 

 

Online Course  

 

AIA: 1 LU/HSW, GBCI: 1 

CE Hour 

 

Free 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundamentals of 

Concrete – Materials in 

Mix Design  

A primary reason for the 

extensive use of concrete 

throughout the world is the flexibility offered, but with this 

comes the responsibility to understand the strengths, 

limitations and optimization strategies to achieve desired 

performance. 

 

 

Print Course 

 

AIA: 1 LU/HSW 

 

Free 

 

 

 

 

Understanding the 

Value of Proper HVLS 

Fan Specifications to a 

Project  

Learn how to specify and install HVLS fans for specific 

industrial and commercial applications to reduce 

 

 

Print Course 

 

AIA: 1 LU/HSW, IDCEC: .1 CEU HSW 

 

Free 
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maintenance costs while maximizing building performance 

and supporting occupant comfort and well-being. 

 

Meeting Fire Codes with 

OSB  

This course provides an overview 

of fire-rated cementitious coated 

OSB (FRCC OSB), sheathing. It 

looks at wall and roof sheathing applications in terms of its 

structural and performance properties, as well as its most 

common applications. 

 

 

Online Course  

 

AIA: 1 LU 

 

Free 
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