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I Current Activities  
 

 
    

April 20, 2023 
     AIA BRONX CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES 

 
The meeting began at 6:04pm. 
 
 

Agenda / Discussion 
1. Seminar: 

Thomas A. Lull, of Armstrong World Industries presented a seminar titled “Bronx Acoustical 
Design for Today’s Buildings.” Armstrong ceilings and walls systems are a division of 
Armstrong World Industries. The Armstrong Company started during the civil war, in the 
mid 1800’s as a cork company. Their original manufacturing product was using cork to 
insulate packages and making stoppers for glass bottles to preserve chemicals, foods, and 
liquids to ship without damaging.  Saving and reusing wasted cork evolved into a worldwide 
manufacturing company. Flooring production expanded their business by producing wall 
coverings and ceilings. Approximately, ten years ago, Armstrong Industries split up into two 
independent companies: “Armstrong Flooring” and “Armstrong Wall & Ceiling Products.” 

Attendees:  Guest  
Faysal Banate 
Boris Baranovich     
Ofe Clarke  
William E. Davis Jr.       
Robert Esnard 
Antonio Freda 
Michael Goldblum 
Steven Grullon   

Thomas A. Lull  
Architectural & Contract Sales Manager 
NYC Metro 
Armstrong World Industries 
 

 

Nicholas Friedman    
Alvi Rahman Khan   

  

Linda P.  Infante     
Alyssa Manfredonia                           
Ken A. Koons, Jr. 
Ken H. Koons, Sr. 
Alyssa Manfredonia  
Robert Markisz 
Julian Misiurski 
Matthew Rezkallo                                                         

  

Bryan Zelnik   
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The seminar and the meeting was sponsored by the Armstrong Wall and Ceiling company, 
now called Armstrong World Industries.  
Tom Lull presented a seminar that covered the analysis and the various principals behind 
the: 
• Interior Acoustical Design process and It is relationships to green buildings and 

sustainable designs.   
• Options available to provide Interior Acoustical treatments which are appropriate for 

various space uses that are also visually appealing.  
• Revealing the characteristics of acoustical ceilings and how they are integrated in green 

and sustainable building designs.  
• Identification of the acoustic needs of different designs applications and the individual 

visual attributes including assisting to improve the ratings and LEED green buildings 
certifications.  

 
Tom used charts and photos of buildings to illustrate and review the basic terminology of the 
three most important ways to measure and describe sound, as well as the characteristics of 
sound transportation. Sounds absorption is characterized by the “Noise Reduction Co-
efficient,” (NRC). Which is the measurement of the sound dampening as a rate or the ability 
of surfaces to absorb sound. The higher rating the number is, means better absorption. The 
second most important measurement is the “Ceiling Attenuation Class,” (CAC). This measures 
the ability of blocking sound, going from one space to another. Again, the higher the number 
the better. The third important measurement is the “Articulation Class,” (AC) which measures 
the reflected speech sound, that passes over or through top of wall systems or furniture that 
divides joining spaces/workstations. The higher the number the better. 
 
Tom described through diagram and building photos, the various ways acoustics ceilings can 
be designed. He demonstrated how color, shape, and size can make a difference in controlling 
and directing sound. One of the key ceiling techniques is to utilize acoustical; vertical or baffle 
ceiling treatments. Sound attenuation, using vertical baffles is unique, as the spacing of the 
baffle must be a slightly larger dimension than the vertical size of the baffle. The arrangement 
of baffles and ceiling tiles allow large spaces to function differently, in separate portions of 
the space. For example; in a large room where three or four people are working 
independently in one area, the sound needs to be limited only to their space. Then with a 
large group in another portion of the space, the surfaces should be reflective of the sound to 
allow the sound to carry and be focused on a speaker at the center of an area to be heard by 
a large group of people. Workplace environment can have specific acoustic designs to allow 
both quiet concentration and energic collaboration. Health care and education spaces require 
a different strategy, as speech privacy is important and clarity of communication and 
controlling outside sounds is important for patients and for students.  
 
Tom Lull concluded his presentation with a description of his company and its’ available 
products. He showed many physical examples of how sound treatments can be assets and are 
integrated into the design of walls, as well as ceilings. He illustrated various building 
materials, tile shapes, and forms available from the Armstrong Industries Companies. Finally, 
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Tom urged the architects to feel free to contact him. He will assist their designs by analyzing 
sound issues, help specify wall and room assemblies, as well as, demonstrating the 
advantages of sound performance and the budget implications of specific projects.   
He recommends they contact him directly; he can be reached at: 

Thomas A. Lull  
NYC Metro  
Architect & Contract Sales Manager  
Armstrong World Industries   
2500 Columbia Avenue  
Lancaster, PA 17603 
Talull@armstrongceilings.com  
Tel:201-407-5237 
 

2. Adoption of April minutes:   
The April 20th, 2023, minutes were reviewed by the members. Bryan Zelnik made a motion to 
approve the minutes and Julian Misiurski seconded the motion. The chapter then unanimously 
approved the minutes as proposed.  

 
3. Next minutes dates:  

The chapter welcomed new member Faysal Banate, Associate AIA to the meeting. In addition, this 
month, Nanette Gran AIA, although she could not attend, was also welcomed to the chapter.  
 
The next meeting will be an in-person event, not on our normal monthly third Thursday meeting 
day, as it will be at Bendheim’s Design Lab, at 200 Lexington Avenue suite 1601, New York, NY 
10016. This will be the second of the chapters now, Annual Empowerment Scholarship Award 
Ceremony and members are invited to attend. However, after May the meetings will return to  
the normal Thursday virtual meeting structure, with a CEU seminar to start and the chapter business 
discussion to follow. 
 
Therefore, the next scheduled meetings are: 
 

May 25, 2023,   at 6:00pm  (In- person Award meeting)  
June 15, 2023,   at 6:00pm  Virtual    
September 21, 2023,  at 6pm   Virtual  
October 19, 2023,      at 6pm  Virtual  

 
4. Chapter Committees: 

Bronx Public Project/ Student studio 
Sarah Djazayeri and Michael Goldblum have implemented a AIA Bronx Chapter supported student 
competition of a Bronx Public Project, to re-purpose the unused Kingsbridge Armory in the Bronx. 
This effort was developed as part of a student CCNY senior class studio design student project. As 
Sarah was on a business trip to Italy, Michael reported on the status of the project. He indicated that 
the student studio class was divided into four design teams, with the goal of developing the vacant 
Armory into a vertical farm and community facility. The Bronx chapter joined with the Borough 
Presidents office, CCNY’s school of architecture together with local people on a jury to evaluate the 
proposals and select two best designs. The program is to explore the re-development of the Armory 
into a major public community building, allow it to become a major asset for the community by 
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empowering the neighborhood and Bronx residents, to provide local jobs, produce food, as well as 
build knowledge and skills that can service the community at large.  
Michael reported the project is proceeding well and in the next few weeks, the schedule as planned 
is very tight in May with the;  
 

Students finishing their design proposals   May 10th, 2023. 
Submitting to the jury         May 11th, 2023 
The jury review         May 16th, 2023 

  Announcement of competition winner        May 19th, 2023 
Bronx AIA Awarding of prizes      May 25th, 2023  

      
  
Michael invited chapter members who would like to participate to contact Sara at 
info@studio360s.com or him at Email: mgoldblum@buildingstudio.com 
As noted above, the conclusion of the competition will be a presentation of the First and Second 
prize winners at the Bronx Chapter May event, on Thursday May 25, 2023, Appendix I. 
 
Student Awards  
As Sarah Djazayeri was out of the country and could not attend the meeting, Bob Esnard 
summarized the development of the Bronx Chapter empowerment awards program. The chapter 
started in 2022, which awarded to two CCNY architectural Bronx students. This year awards were 
extended to include two architectural schools: CCNY in Manhattan, Pratt Institute in Brooklyn both 
selecting two Bronx students each.  
 
In the last few weeks, the awardees were chosen by their respective schools to receive the chapter 
Empowerment grant of one thousand dollars each. The presentation of the grants will be at the 
Bronx Chapter May 25, 2023, in-person event, that will also be celebrating the awarding of the CCNY 
studio competition First Prize of one thousand dollars and a Second Prize of five hundred dollars, to 
the two finalists of the Kingsbridge Armory Vertical Farm Facility project. 

 
All chapter members will be receiving invitations to the Award Event from our Chapter President, 
Sara Djazayeri. All are urged to attend if they can, to not only help congratulate the awardees and 
their families but to have the chance to physically interact with each other. The event will be at 
Bendheim’s Design Lab, 200 Lexington Avenue, suite 1601 New York, NY 10016 which is located 
between 32nd and 33rd street, Appendix II. 
 
Associated Licensed Exams 
Linda Infante has been coordinating the efforts to assist associates in their preparation to take the 
Architectural Record Exam (ARE). The associate’s committee is still looking for members and 
extended an invitation to Faysal Banate, a chapter new associate member, to join them in their 
efforts to develop a (ARE) work study group. Linda indicated that she had discussion, with the AIA 
Queens chapter associate’s coordinator Chris Fagan, who will schedule a joint study session 
between the Queens and Bronx chapter Associates. The goal is to have our members observe and 
participate with the Queens AIA Chapter study group and learn how they organize study sessions. 
Linda also urges other associate members who are interested to participate, to contact her directly 
via email:  linda@build-tech.org .  

  

mailto:info@studio360s.com
mailto:mgoldblum@buildingstudio.com
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5. Preservation of a Scarsdale modern residence.  

As reported previously, in 1949 Simon Zelnick, FAIA was a charter member of the Bronx Chapter and  
designed a “modern” residential building at 78 Berkshire Drive, Scarsdale NY.  Approximately a year 
ago, the residents of the surrounding community of the building contacted Bryan Zelnick of our 
chapter and the grandson of the architect to save the building from demolition. Bryan mobilized the 
surrounding community in Scarsdale and proceeded to logically and professionally lobby and 
pressure, first the “Committee for Historic Preservation” and ultimately Scarsdale’s “Board of 
Trustees”, to defeat the application to tear down the iconic mid-century modern home at 78 
Berkshire Drive.  The current building owners were looking to sell the house, demolish It, sub-divide 
the property and to build two new homes.  Bryan did a wonderful job with the property neighbors 
and presenting evidence to show that the building met the criteria for preservation and that his 
grandfather was acknowledged as a “Master Architect”.  The Bronx Chapter was delighted with the 
outcome and congratulated Bryan Zelnick who single handedly pulled together the effort to 
preserve this wonderfully designed residential structure by his grandfather, Simon Zelnick, FAIA.   
 

 
6. New Business 

The Bronx Chapter annually develops and offers four CEU credits by organizing every year, two tours 
worth 2 CEU each credits. The chapter partners with the Bronx County Historical Society to prepare 
and host the tours. This year the first tour had been scheduled for June and is planned as a south 
Bronx tour, highlighting the newly designated Landmark “Art Deco District”, and the residential 
construction on the Lower Grand Concourse. Due to scheduling conflicts, the tour has been 
rescheduled to take place a month later, on July 22nd, 2023, Saturday at 10:00am to 12:00pm. It will 
be led by Roger McCormach, the Director of Education at the Historical Society and Julian Misiurski 
of the Bronx Chapter. The scope of the tour is to illustrate how successful public and private efforts 
develop and the major boulevard of the Bronx, the Grand Concourse. This area was one of the most 
successful middle income private sector financed residential Landmark neighborhoods of the city. It 
features the development of typical bearing wall, brick faced, wood structure residential buildings, 
in a unique architectural style. The area is a vibrant mixed used area, with parks, excellent mass 
transit access, schools, and government buildings. 
  

As there were no additional new business items to discuss the meeting was adjourned   at 7:35pm.  

III.    Next Meeting.  

 The next meeting will be an in-person event on Thursday May 25th, 2023, at 
Bendheim’s Design Lab  
200 Lexington Avenue suite 1601, New York, NY 10016  
(Between East 32nd & 33rd street).  
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IV. Appendix 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix I  
The Kingsbridge Armory as a Vertical Farm Facility  

 An Architectural Competition  
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix II  
AIA BRONX CHAPTER  
Annual Empowerment Scholarship and Competition 
Award Ceremony  
May 25, 2023   
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  The End 


