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MISSION 
We exist to be a beacon of faith, hope, and love. 

 

VISION 
We are called to be a vibrant spiritual and educational community resource, 

radiating God’s love for everyone, everywhere. 

 

WE HAVE A PLACE FOR YOU 
Welcome to Good Shepherd Episcopal Church and School. We are glad you decided to join us 

for worship this morning. Please take a moment to fill out the Communication Card in the pew 

rack and place it in the offering plate later in the service. After our worship, you are invited to 

join us for a time of fellowship. Visit our Information Desk to receive an olive wood cross from 

the Holy Land and learn more about the life and ministry we share together at Good Shepherd.  

 

WELCOME FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 
Jesus welcomed children and so do we. We don’t mind wiggles and noise, but if you would 

prefer a quiet room when infants become fussy, one is located off the lobby. A window and 

sound system allow families to see and hear the service. Nursery care for children under three 

is available in the Ryon Building (office) for the 10 a.m. service and is well-staffed by caring 

adults. For children in preschool through 5th grade, Sunday School is available at 10:00 in the 

Ryon Building.  Children join their families in church mid-service for communion. Be sure to 

ask the greeters for directions or help.  

 

THE GREAT FIFTY DAYS 
On Easter Day, we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus. But Easter is a season of fifty days, often 

called the Great Fifty Days. The season lasts from Easter Eve through the Day of Pentecost. 

Eastertide is fifty days long for a very specific reason. After the resurrection, Jesus spent forty days 

on earth before he ascended, and then there were ten more days after that before the Day of 

Pentecost. So the Great Fifty Days are a celebration of the Resurrection of Christ and all that means 

for us, leading to the launching of the Christian Church and its mission on Pentecost. 

 

  



 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST  

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
PRELUDE     

The people stand.  

HYMN     •     398  I sing the almighty power of God 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant  Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

People  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY      Prayed by Celebrant 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GLORIA   •   S-280 

INTRODUCTION TO AN INSTRUCTED EUCHARIST 



 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to 

be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

The people are seated. 

THE READINGS  
 

THE FIRST READING ACTS 8:26-40 
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem 

to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official 

of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 

and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, 

“Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 

“Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 

invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like 

a sheep he was led to the slaughter,  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In 

his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation?  For his life is taken away from the 

earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news 

about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is 

water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip 

and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip 

found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the 

towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Reader      The Word of the Lord. 

People       Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 22:24-30 

24  My praise is of him in the great as-/ sembly; * 

     I will perform my vows in the presence of those who / worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the LORD shall / praise him: * 

    "May your heart live for / ever!" 

26  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the / LORD, * 

    and all the families of the nations shall bow be-/ fore him. 

27  For kingship belongs to the / LORD; * 

    he rules over the / nations. 

28  To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in / worship; * 

     all who go down to the dust fall be-/ fore him. 

PREPARING TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 



 

29  My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall / serve him; * 

     they shall be known as the LORD'S for / ever. 

30  They shall come and make known to a people yet un-/ born * 

     the saving deeds that he has / done. 
†Sung to the second half of the double chant 

 

THE SECOND READING   1 JOHN 4:7-21 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 

Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God 

sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but 

that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, 

we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his 

love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 

And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those 

who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that 

God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been 

perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in 

this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," 

and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, 

cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God 

must love their brothers and sisters also. 

Reader     The Word of the Lord. 

People        Thanks be to God. 

 

 

HYMN    •    513       Like the murmur of the dove's song 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL JOHN 15:1-8 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.             

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me 

that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been 

cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear 

fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 

branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 

Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown 

into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will 

be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

Priest   The Gospel of the Lord.   

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 



 

THE NICENE CREED 
  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

      begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  

 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.   

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

     and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

 and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD 
 

Lord Jesus, you are the Vine and we are the branches. You are the source of our life and only when we abide in 

you can we produce abundant fruit. We offer ourselves to you this day, as we pray, “Hear us, O risen Christ.” 

For your Church throughout the world, that all your people may walk in your ways and follow the path of love 

that casts out all fear; let us pray.  

Hear us, O risen Christ. 

That we may do the works that Jesus revealed in his ministry, the healing of the sick, the raising up of the lowly, 

the giving of sight to the blind, and the blessing of the poor and the grieving; let us pray. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 

For those who are spiritually lost, who question their faith, or whose souls are wrapped in the shadows of doubt, 

that they may share their misgivings with Jesus, who gently unfolds the truth and reveals a way; let us pray. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 

Give strength and patience, O Lord, to those in need; to those who have lost jobs; to those who are caring for 

children at home; and to all who are seeking peace and rest; let us pray.  

Hear us, O risen Christ. 

Grant your healing presence and grace to those who are sick and those in hospitals, to doctors, nurses, and all 

other health care professionals; let us pray. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 

That the Church, the community of the baptized, may vigorously proclaim the alleluias of Easter, revealing the 

light of Christ, whose victory over death breaks the chains of darkness and despair; let us pray. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 



 

In thanksgiving for the beauty that is set before our eyes, and for the mysteries yet unseen, that we may honor 

the expansiveness of creation and the guardians of its splendor; let us pray. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 

In thanksgiving for missionaries throughout the world, who reveal God’s Word in challenging times and places; 

let us pray. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 

That the Lord may comfort those in the waning days of life, and bring to life eternal those who have died, 

especially Elias Mansour, son-in-law of Rosemary Phillips, in the hope of the resurrection; let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 

As a chosen people who share the royal priesthood of Christ, let us add to these petitions.  

The congregation is invited to offer additional petitions at this time.  

Let us now pray for our own parish family.  

Almighty and everlasting God, make our parish of Good Shepherd truly a community of prayer and 

belonging.  Raise up in our midst the resources and leadership which will enable us to act upon what you 

would have us do, in this place and in a ministry of love and concern for others.  Open my mind and heart to 

discern what you would have me do; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

CONCLUDING COLLECT  prayed by the Celebrant 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you:" Regard not 

our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 
  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

BLESSING OF BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Celebrant and People 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on these your servants as they begin another 

year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the 

days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant 

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you as you celebrate your birthday 

or wedding anniversary this week, and always.  Amen. 

 

  

VESTMENTS, GESTURES, AND OFFERING 



 

THE OFFERING        
 

Celebrant Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.    
Ephesians 5:2 

OFFERTORY MUSIC Let All the Earth Sing Praise Moore 

 
DOXOLOGY    •     (blue Hymnal, 380 vs. 3) 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  

 Praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing.  Fill us with good 

things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need.  Bless now this offering including that which 

we have given online, that it may be a blessing to the world, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  Eucharistic Prayer C 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People    And also with you. 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People      It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

     Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of  interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 

courses,  and this fragile earth, our island home. 

     By your will they were created and have their being. 
 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. 

You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against 

one another. 

    Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And 

in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of 

freedom and peace. 

    By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed. 
 

The Risen Christ invites everyone to see life with the eyes of abundance. Good Shepherd is making a difference in 

the world through you. Please give generously with cash or a check today or visit our website to make a gift 

online. Thank you for sharing what you have so that together, God’s abundance might be manifest in our midst. 
Scan to give now 

CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST 



 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with 

all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their 

unending hymn: 

 

The people stand or kneel  
 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring 

before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and 

said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 

Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

    We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 

coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of 

this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

    Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
People and Celebrant 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The Celebrant breaks the bread followed by a moment of silence.  

FRACTION ANTHEM (S-154)  sung by all 

 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

  hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
You are invited to receive communion this morning, an ancient practice intended for all baptized Christians, no matter your 

tradition.  

You may receive just the bread (which is full participation in the sacrament), or both the bread and the wine. As an alternative to 

sipping directly from the cup, you are invited to receive by intinction and the priest will dip the bread in a separate chalice for you. 

To receive by intinction please fold your hands in front of you at the altar rail to indicate your preference. Gluten-free wafers are 

available; please make your need known to the minister. 

For those not receiving communion, you may also cross your arms over your chest for a blessing.  

If you would like special prayers for healing--whether it be physical, emotional, mental, or spiritual--members of the Healing Team 

are available to pray with you in the side chapel. Please notify an usher if you would like a Healing Team member to come to you. 

 

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION How Beautiful Twyla Paris 

Sung by the congregation In Christ there is no East or West Hymn 529 

 

SENDING FORTH EUCHARISTIC VISITORS   When scheduled 

 Celebrant In the name of God and of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts to N., 

that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.  
 

 People We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread and one cup. Amen. 

 

  

BEING TRANSFORMED BY BEING FED 



 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 

into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 

of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 

you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

HYMN     •     400 All creatures of our God and King omit starred verses 

 

THE SENDING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Priest  Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

People  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Celebrant  The Rev. Dr. Sanford H. Groff, Jr.  

Assisting Priest The Rev. Derek M. Larson, TSSF 

Acolyte Server Emily Smith 

Torch Bearers Sophie Riddle, Kate Hanssen 

Verger Tracy Smith 

Reader Judy Hall 

Intercessor Bobbie Weigold  

Eucharistic Ministers Alicia Howard, Larry Smith 

Healing Ministers Tamara Martin, Alex Lesbirel 

Ushers Matt and Stacey Ulman 

Greeters Maggie and Kevin Riddle   

Musicians The Parish Choir 

Organist Timm C. Johnson-Reynolds 

Altar Guild Eleanore Browne, Wendy Frezza, Joan Fuller 

Coffee Hour Linda ClenDening 

Flower Delivery Tracy Smith 

TODAY’S SERVANT LEADERS  

NOW FED, WE ARE SENT 



 

 

OUR STAFF  

The Rev. Dr. Sanford H. Groff, Jr., Rector 

The Rev. Derek M. Larson, Associate Rector 

Merike Seely, Parish Administrator 

Timm C. Johnson-Reynolds, Music Director 

Heather Vaughn, Head of School 

Jo Wood, Director of Hospitality 

Debbie White, Assistant Choir Coordinator 

Lynn Evans, Business Manager 

Mary Lou Crifasi, Office Coordinator  

Lisa Ellington, Office Assistant 

Beth Long, Thrift Store Manager 

Jennifer Johnson, Thrift Store Assistant Manager 

Erik Pariseleti, Technology Coordinator 

Evelyn Seely, Digital Media Assistant 

Daniel Perez-Vasquez, Sexton 

Jamie Phillips, Nursery Attendant 

 

OUR VESTRY  

 Ian Anderson, Senior Warden 

Kevin Riddle, Junior Warden 

Carolyn Reikenis, Clerk 

Mike Greene, Treasurer 

Emily Smith, Youth Liaison 

Carol Taylor Block 

Caroline Boren 

Dimitri Chimerakis 

Brad Davis 

Dan Gilbert 

Mike Grashof 

Julie Hirsch 

Akin Owosina 

Janice Thomas 
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561-746-4674 

www.goodsheponline.org 


