
Idolatry 
Colossians 3:5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 

nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is 
idolatry. 

1 John 5:21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 
idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves nor the 
greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom 
of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you 

were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
by the Spirit of our God. 

Jonah 2:8 “Those who cling to worthless idols turn away from God’s love for 
them. 

Isaiah 66:3 But whoever sacrifices a bull is like one who kills a person, and 
whoever offers a lamb is like one who breaks a dog’s neck; whoever makes a 
grain offering is like one who presents pig’s blood, and whoever burns 
memorial incense is like one who worships an idol. They have chosen their 

own ways, and they delight in their abominations; 

Ezekiel 6:9 Then in the nations where they have been carried captive, those 
who escape will remember me—how I have been grieved by their adulterous 
hearts, which have turned away from me, and by their eyes, which have 

lusted after their idols. They will loathe themselves for the evil they have 
done and for all their detestable practices. 
Ezekiel 7:20 They took pride in their beautiful jewelry and used it to make 
their detestable idols. They made it into vile images; therefore I will make it a 
thing unclean for them. 
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Ezekiel 20:18 I said to their children in the wilderness, “Do not follow the 
statutes of your parents or keep their laws or defile yourselves with their 

idols. 

Exodus 34:17 “Do not make any idols. 

Leviticus 17:7 They must no longer offer any of their sacrifices to the goat 

idols to whom they prostitute themselves. This is to be a lasting ordinance for 
them and for the generations to come.’ 
Leviticus 19:4 “‘Do not turn to idols or make metal gods for yourselves. I am 
the Lord your God. 
Leviticus 26:1 “‘Do not make idols or set up an image or a sacred stone for 

yourselves, and do not place a carved stone in your land to bow down before 
it. I am the Lord your God. 

Deuteronomy 4 
Beware of Idolatry 
15 “Take careful heed to yourselves, for you saw no form when 
the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, 16 lest you act 
corruptly and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of any figure: 
the likeness of male or female, 17 the likeness of any animal that is on the 
earth or the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, 18 the likeness of 

anything that creeps on the ground or the likeness of any fish that is in the 
water beneath the earth. 19 And take heed, lest you lift your eyes to heaven, 
and when you see the sun, the moon, and the stars, all the host of heaven, 
you feel driven to worship them and serve them, which the LORD your God 
has given to all the peoples under the whole heaven as a heritage. 20 But 

the LORD has taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace, out of 
Egypt, to be His people, an inheritance, as you are this day. 21 Furthermore 
the LORD was angry with me for your sakes, and swore that I would not 
cross over the Jordan, and that I would not enter the good land which 
the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance. 22 But I must die in this 

land, I must not cross over the Jordan; but you shall cross over and possess 
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that good land. 23 Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant of 
the LORD your God which He made with you, and make for yourselves a 

carved image in the form of anything which the LORD your God has 
forbidden you. 24 For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous 
God. 
25 “When you beget children and grandchildren and have grown old in the 
land, and act corruptly and make a carved image in the form of anything, and 

do evil in the sight of the LORD your God to provoke Him to anger, 26 I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that you will soon utterly 
perish from the land which you cross over the Jordan to possess; you will not 
prolong your days in it, but will be utterly destroyed. 27 And the LORD will 
scatter you among the peoples, and you will be left few in number among the 

nations where the LORD will drive you. 28 And there you will serve gods, the 
work of men’s hands, wood and stone, which neither see nor hear nor eat nor 
smell. 29 But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will 
find Him if you seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul. 30 When 
you are in distress, and all these things come upon you in the latter days, 

when you turn to the LORD your God and obey His voice 31 (for 
the LORD your God is a merciful God), He will not forsake you nor destroy 
you, nor forget the covenant of your fathers which He swore to them. 
32 “For ask now concerning the days that are past, which were before you, 
since the day that God created man on the earth, and ask from one end of 

heaven to the other, whether any great thing like this has happened, 
or anything like it has been heard. 33 Did any people ever hear the voice 
of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have heard, and 
live? 34 Or did God ever try to go and take for Himself a nation from the 
midst of another nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, by war, by a mighty 

hand and an outstretched arm, and by great terrors, according to all that 
the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 35 To you it was 
shown, that you might know that the LORD Himself is God; there is none 
other besides Him. 36 Out of heaven He let you hear His voice, that He might 
instruct you; on earth He showed you His great fire, and you heard His words 

out of the midst of the fire. 37 And because He loved your fathers, therefore 
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He chose their descendants after them; and He brought you out of Egypt with 
His Presence, with His mighty power, 38 driving out from before you nations 

greater and mightier than you, to bring you in, to give you their land as an 
inheritance, as it is this day. 39 Therefore know this day, and consider it in 
your heart, that the LORD Himself is God in heaven above and on the earth 
beneath; there is no other. 40 You shall therefore keep His statutes and His 
commandments which I command you today, that it may go well with you 

and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your days in the 
land which the LORD your God is giving you for all time.” 
Deuteronomy 9:12 Then the Lord told me, “Go down from here at once, 
because your people whom you brought out of Egypt have become corrupt. 
They have turned away quickly from what I commanded them and have made 

an idol for themselves.” 
Deuteronomy 27:15 “Cursed is anyone who makes an idol—a thing 
detestable to the Lord, the work of skilled hands—and sets it up in secret.” 
Then all the people shall say, “Amen!” 

1 Samuel 12:21 Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no 
good, nor can they rescue you, because they are useless. 
1 Samuel 15:23 
For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity 
and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has 

rejected you from being king.”  

1 Kings 16:26 He followed completely the ways of Jeroboam son of Nebat, 
committing the same sin Jeroboam had caused Israel to commit, so that they 
aroused the anger of the Lord, the God of Israel, by their worthless idols. 

2 Kings 9:22 When Joram saw Jehu he asked, “Have you come in peace, 
Jehu?” “How can there be peace,” Jehu replied, “as long as all the idolatry and 
witchcraft of your mother Jezebel abound?” 
2 Kings 17:12 They worshiped idols, though the Lord had said, “You shall not 

do this.” 
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2 Kings 17:15 They rejected his decrees and the covenant he had made with 
their ancestors and the statutes he had warned them to keep. They followed 

worthless idols and themselves became worthless. They imitated the nations 
around them although the Lord had ordered them, “Do not do as they do.” 
2 Kings 17:41 Even while these people were worshiping the Lord, they were 
serving their idols. To this day their children and grandchildren continue to 
do as their ancestors did. 

2 Kings 21:12 He followed completely the ways of his father, worshiping the 
idols his father had worshiped, and bowing down to them. 

2 Chronicles 24:18 They abandoned the temple of the Lord, the God of their 
ancestors, and worshiped Asherah poles and idols. Because of their guilt, 

God’s anger came on Judah and Jerusalem. 
2 Chronicles 24:33 Josiah removed all the detestable idols from all the 
territory belonging to the Israelites, and he had all who were present in Israel 
serve the Lord their God. As long as he lived, they did not fail to follow the 
Lord, the God of their ancestors. 

Psalm 24:4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not trust 
in an idol or swear by a false god. 
Psalm 31:6 I hate those who cling to worthless idols; as for me, I trust in the 
Lord. 

Psalm 97:7 All who worship images are put to shame, those who boast in 
idols— worship him, all you gods! 
Psalm 106:36 They worshiped their idols, which became a snare to them. 
Psalm 115:4 But their idols are silver and gold, made by human hands. 
Psalm 135:15 The idols of the nations are silver and gold, made by human 

hands. 

Isaiah 2:8 Their land is full of idols; they bow down to the work of their hands, 
to what their fingers have made. 
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Isaiah 19:3 The Egyptians will lose heart, and I will bring their plans to 
nothing; they will consult the idols and the spirits of the dead, the mediums 

and the spiritists. 
Isaiah 42:17 But those who trust in idols, who say to images, ‘You are our 
gods,’ will be turned back in utter shame. 
Isaiah 44:6 [ The Lord, Not Idols ] “This is what the Lord says— Israel’s King 
and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from 

me there is no God. 
Isaiah 44:9 All who make idols are nothing, and the things they treasure are 
worthless. Those who would speak up for them are blind; they are ignorant, 
to their own shame. 
Isaiah 45:16 All the makers of idols will be put to shame and disgraced; they 

will go off into disgrace together. 
Isaiah 45:20 “Gather together and come; assemble, you fugitives from the 
nations. Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood, who pray to gods 
that cannot save. 
Isaiah 57:6 The idols among the smooth stones of the ravines are your 

portion; indeed, they are your lot. Yes, to them you have poured out drink 
offerings and offered grain offerings. In view of all this, should I relent? 
Isaiah 57:13 When you cry out for help, let your collection of idols save you! 
The wind will carry all of them off, a mere breath will blow them away. But 
whoever takes refuge in me will inherit the land and possess my holy 

mountain.” 

Jeremiah 2:5 This is what the Lord says: “What fault did your ancestors find 
in me, that they strayed so far from me? They followed worthless idols and 
became worthless themselves. 

Jeremiah 4:1 “If you, Israel, will return, then return to me,” declares the Lord. 
“If you put your detestable idols out of my sight and no longer go astray, 
Jeremiah 7:30 “‘The people of Judah have done evil in my eyes, declares the 
Lord. They have set up their detestable idols in the house that bears my 
Name and have defiled it. 
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Jeremiah 10:5 Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field, their idols cannot speak; 
they must be carried because they cannot walk. Do not fear them; they can 

do no harm nor can they do any good.” 
Jeremiah 10:14 Everyone is senseless and without knowledge; every 
goldsmith is shamed by his idols. The images he makes are a fraud; they 
have no breath in them. 
Jeremiah 14:14 Then the Lord said to me, “The prophets are prophesying lies 

in my name. I have not sent them or appointed them or spoken to them. They 
are prophesying to you false visions, divinations, idolatries and the delusions 
of their own minds. 
Jeremiah 16:19 Lord, my strength and my fortress, my refuge in time of 
distress, to you the nations will come from the ends of the earth and say, 

“Our ancestors possessed nothing but false gods, worthless idols that did 
them no good. 

Ezekiel 11:21 But as for those whose hearts are devoted to their vile images 
and detestable idols, I will bring down on their own heads what they have 

done, declares the Sovereign Lord.” 
Ezekiel 14:3-7 “Son of man, these men have set up idols in their hearts and 
put wicked stumbling blocks before their faces. Should I let them inquire of 
me at all? Therefore speak to them and tell them, ‘This is what the Sovereign 
Lord says: When any of the Israelites set up idols in their hearts and put a 

wicked stumbling block before their faces and then go to a prophet, I the 
Lord will answer them myself in keeping with their great idolatry. I will do 
this to recapture the hearts of the people of Israel, who have all deserted me 
for their idols.’ “Therefore say to the people of Israel, ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lord says: Repent! Turn from your idols and renounce all your 

detestable practices! “‘When any of the Israelites or any foreigner residing in 
Israel separate themselves from me and set up idols in their hearts and put a 
wicked stumbling block before their faces and then go to a prophet to inquire 
of me, I the Lord will answer them myself. 
Ezekiel 20:16 because they rejected my laws and did not follow my decrees 

and desecrated my Sabbaths. For their hearts were devoted to their idols. 
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Ezekiel 22:4 you have become guilty because of the blood you have shed and 
have become defiled by the idols you have made. You have brought your 

days to a close, and the end of your years has come. Therefore I will make 
you an object of scorn to the nations and a laughingstock to all the countries. 
Ezekiel 23:7 She gave herself as a prostitute to all the elite of the Assyrians 
and defiled herself with all the idols of everyone she lusted after. 
Ezekiel 23:49 You will suffer the penalty for your lewdness and bear the 

consequences of your sins of idolatry. Then you will know that I am the 
Sovereign Lord.” 
Ezekiel 37:23 They will no longer defile themselves with their idols and vile 
images or with any of their offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful 
backsliding, and I will cleanse them. They will be my people, and I will be 

their God. 
Ezekiel 44:10 “‘The Levites who went far from me when Israel went astray 
and who wandered from me after their idols must bear the consequences of 
their sin. 

Hosea 4:12 My people consult a wooden idol, and a diviner’s rod speaks to 
them. A spirit of prostitution leads them astray; they are unfaithful to their 
God. 
Hosea 5:11 Ephraim is oppressed, trampled in judgment, intent on pursuing 
idols. 

Hosea 8:4-5 They set up kings without my consent; they choose princes 
without my approval. With their silver and gold they make idols for 
themselves to their own destruction. Samaria, throw out your calf-idol! My 
anger burns against them. How long will they be incapable of purity? 
Hosea 13:2 Now they sin more and more; they make idols for themselves 

from their silver, cleverly fashioned images, all of them the work of 
craftsmen. It is said of these people, “They offer human sacrifices! They kiss 
calf-idols!” 

Amos 5:26 You have lifted up the shrine of your king, the pedestal of your 

idols, the star of your god— which you made for yourselves. 
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Micah 5:13 I will destroy your idols and your sacred stones from among you; 
you will no longer bow down to the work of your hands. 

Nahum 1:14 The Lord has given a command concerning you, Nineveh: “You 
will have no descendants to bear your name. I will destroy the images and 
idols that are in the temple of your gods. I will prepare your grave, for you are 
vile.” 

Habakkuk 2:18 “Of what value is an idol carved by a craftsman? Or an image 
that teaches lies? For the one who makes it trusts in his own creation; he 
makes idols that cannot speak. 

Zachariah 13:2 “On that day, I will banish the names of the idols from the 
land, and they will be remembered no more,” declares the Lord Almighty. “I 
will remove both the prophets and the spirit of impurity from the land. 

Acts 7:41-43 That was the time they made an idol in the form of a calf. They 

brought sacrifices to it and reveled in what their own hands had made. 
42 But God turned away from them and gave them over to the worship of the 
sun, moon and stars. This agrees with what is written in the book of the 
prophets: 
“‘Did you bring me sacrifices and offerings 

    forty years in the wilderness, people of Israel? 
You have taken up the tabernacle of Molek 
    and the star of your god Rephan, 
    the idols you made to worship. 
Therefore I will send you into exile’[j] beyond Babylon. 

Acts 17:16 [ In Athens ] While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was 
greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols. 

1 Corinthians 5:10-11 not at all meaning the people of this world who are 

immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would 
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have to leave this world. But now I am writing to you that you must not 
associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is sexually 

immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not 
even eat with such people. 

1 Corinthians 8 (read all) Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that 
“We all possess knowledge.” But knowledge puffs up while love builds up. 

2 Those who think they know something do not yet know as they ought to 
know. 3 But whoever loves God is known by God. 

1 Corinthians 10:7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: 
“The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 

1 Corinthians 10:14 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 
1 Corinthians 12:2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other 
you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 

2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do 

righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light 
have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there between Christ and 
Belial[b]? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 
16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are 
the temple of the living God. 

Galatians 5:20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 

Ephesians 5:5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy 

person—such a person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and of God. 

1 Thessalonians 1:9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you 
gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and 

true God, 
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1 Peter 4:3 For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans 

choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and 
detestable idolatry. 

Revelation 9:20 The rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues still 
did not repent of the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping 

demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood—idols that cannot 
see or hear or walk. 
Revelation 21:8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, 
the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars
—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second 

death.” 
Revelation 22:15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the 
sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and 
practices falsehood.
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