


povernment, 50 you have'to
{ cut down the budget. Soan
!across the board thing has
been that each department
cut 10%."7 - S
One recent jdea to raige
moye money in Huntington
Beach i5 to impose a trash
“collection fee. As proposed,
the revenue would go into
the «aity’s general fund.
“Gibbs would like to see this
fee “all earmarked for the
library and parks. It would
make me feel jubilant,”™ bui
“at this point it doesn’t look
like her ywishes. will . be
granted. O
HBesides her involvement
in city government, Gibbs is
a teacher at California State
University, Long Beach..
Even with all her activities,
‘when asked.if she personally
- used the library; she enthu-:
| siastically replied, “Oh ves,
T'm a voraeious reader. T will
say my predominant reading
is city materials, but I also
read aboul a.book a day on
top of everything efse.” .
- Qibb's feelings about the
Hbrary are summed up
“when she- describes part of
the Cityv Council meeting
L held on May 10, 1976.
L*You should have seen the
kids who came saying don’t
cul our library program, and
“'don’t cut our parks and rec.
‘programs. 1t was very heart-
warming, None of us really:
want to cut it; but again, it’s
how do we pay forit?” ..
. Gibbs~ feels, “There 'is
: nothing that benefits a com-
: munity. more than alibrary;
i_and there is nothing in our
A .community that has been as
“good 4 catalyst, and that the
people have beent as proud
of, as that library.” © ;7 .
1 . Johnson is pleased with
211 that the library currently
offers, but points  out,
“There’s a tot more to be
done in the long run, but
the city is in a very serious
economic. - position.  New
money has to be found to
support those things which
all came on board at the
same time — the civie

" Even though future plans.
seemn somewhat vague at the-
moment, Johnson is look-
ing  forward to library
branches to serve other
areas of the city. “Right
now,. we ‘have these little
annexes fthat are too small
to ‘even be called branches.™
The annexes are run hy vol-,
unteers who have. put in
over 1,500 man-hours in the
-past year.”” He would also
like to.sée'-the library tied
into  ‘the-%school ‘library

center, the packs and the
library.” ook

. to have access to the same

2 lot of money in salaries

- would like to see is a tele-

- .on topics and listen to a
¢+ tape over the phone-fo get

©. future' will bring more
“-access to data banks, publie
- use of cable television, and

“cultural aetivities. Building
: additions -he. hopes -will
‘ “materialize in the future
“include an auditorium, art

- .source: center off ' the
~.children’s area. 70

o= would bring a great deal of
- joy to Johnson and many
-* others, but- Johnson points
7 out, “There are some indica-

;. “feel we really can’t afford a
;- library of this caliber; and I
. _feel there’s nothing to.ingdi-
- cate that we can’t.” - - -

i " He emphasizes that a
... library “is something people
. ¢an jdentify with, Its a
: " wholesome, healthy, and
i active - operation. If you’re
. going to put community

.1 can’t think of a better place
7 to put them than into a
; library, It’s used by so many
- people. We have at least a
. hundred people a day come
. in here and register for new
- library cards. Qur circula-

.. -being supported.” - ..
e e S

syste m;._“_ffljﬁj_g would enable
the public:‘and - the schools
buildings, and it would save
and duplication of
materials.” Co
 Another thing Johnson
phone answering service

where people could eall in

the information they need.
Johmson - also hopes the
.many more art displays and
gallery, and a learning re-

" To see all this happen

tions now that some people

‘funds “into  something, 1

tion has surpassed what we
thought it would bhe. The
library is used so heavily, I
just can’t imagine it not

" Jibrary was dedicated finally,

B L1btary D:lreétor Walter

~ the intervening yeais, Ehose
} -pushing the -project nged
© many frustrations. 7o

W. Johnson was one of the
first people to focus on Fhe
‘need for-lihrary  eXpansion
to keep pace with Hunting-
ton Beach’s growin. Plan-
ping began in 1967 and the

on Apul 5, 1975 During

The = first setback -

alrnost fatal — oceurred .in

 November 1968, when the

X hond
voters turned down a
jssue designed to fund the
¢ "profect. Though 62 percent |
. favored -the $3.15 m11110n‘

" library - proposal - and an

‘ i ‘ iltion
“accompanying SG:O mil

* parks program, this was }ess

. than the required_two-tbuds:

. ;,majority'..-:.'.'..} o T i £
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" In the wake of thls defeat the C:ty Councnl moved to,
create a Public Facilities Corporat;on (PFC) to fund the-(

hbrary and the civie center. :
Under state law, such corporations can issue fax- exempt
bonds for. the ¢onsiruction of public buildings. The city’s

general credit is not pléedged as security for the bonds”

repayment, and two-thirds voter approval is not required.
-~ On September 1, 1972, the PFC sold 25-year bonds in

the amount of $5.0 million to finince the library. (Earlier '

on January 15, 1972, $11.1 million was raised for the civic
center.) The annual payment on the library bonds is
$399,000, and is made from the city’s general fund.
Beyond this,” the new library’s operating - budget is
$1,015,800 for 1976. Thus, the library’s total cost per

capita is aboui $8.50 a year,® for each of Huntmgtonr

Beach’s 150,000 citizens, - .

Members of the Library’ Board then toured recently buxit
libraries in California; and afteér intensive research: and
interviewing of architects, the Los Angeles firm of Richard
and Dion Neutra was chosen.’ On October 28,-1972, the
ground breaking ceremony took place and cmstruc:txon
began. ¥

Neutrd describes his creation as “a 51mple bold g!a?ed
pav;l on’ piaced at a high point in the park, basically only
two stotiés in. height, sheathed in reflective glass so as to

rhirror the surroundmg park landscape as weii as exc]ude'

uzndesirable sun 1ay 5.’
" The buliding is impressive at any tlme but ‘\‘eutra pomts
aut that its “especmlly memorable at mcrbt when the stack

“will be pxamng these computers zn the;r campus hbranes
.shortly )

area thh xts hghtmg forms the ma]or source of :Hummatmd

... reflected in the foreground waters a5 seen from the
West The waters of Talbert Lake are drawn closer to the
¢omplex by the use of informal . ponds streams a d
‘water-filled roofs . . .7 - -

The stack area is 1ocated in the center of the hux!dmg :

‘Archxtectr Neutra feit that “by collecting the book storage
at the center of the building, a very compact arrangement
has “been achieved,

prineipal levels by means of ramps or an elevator.”

At present "the stacks hold approximately 125,000
volumes, but are designed to house a total of 350,000
volumes.

FM listening posis are located throughout the
stack ared.. These are good for kids who can’t study unless

plugged into musxc, as weH as for those who simply en}oy:‘

listening to music,

The library employ's .43‘/: xull t;me equwalent permanent'i

employees® and ’ 207 full time. equivalent temporary

employees; and  is the unofficial guardian of a rooster.

named Melvil, ‘hamed after the man who-organized the

Dewey Decimal. System of cataloguing hooks. Melvil has:

been around sinée construction of the library began, and it

seems he’s guite content in his stimulating surroundings, -
.“Many of.the operating funclions of the library, such as.

checking outf books, overdue notices, aind filing are done by

a computer made by a Bosion ﬁrm. "At present about 100
~libraries in’ the: United States “use’ this computer system,

which is deszgned for libraries. The University of California

[ R P PO

'employ many more people to handle Jts vast czrculaaon

-cards to over 63,000.

_ _savipg approximately . 30%~in the
Tequired floor area to be consumed. The main entrance is
located at the. upper of two major levels with a circular’
‘ramp leading to the jower fioor and access provided to-all

chronicie Photos[ Kurt Zinser

During March dnd Apxil, approxxmately 140,000 items were-
circuiated. During this same two-month period, over 6,000
new library cards were lssued, bringing the total of library
{Contmucd on Pagc 20 )
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Aﬁbmr}ans to serve the public.

-example,

Library

(Contmued from Page 8.)

The " Reference Department has four professxonai
The library houses a
substantial amount of reference materials and services. For
there are 700 periodical subseriptions, 7,000
microfilm reels and a pamphlef ﬁle contammg aver 8,000
items.-

The Reference Department has access to a state-funded
reference center, the Southern Californiza Answering

. Network (SCAN). This enables the library to quickly locate
material not avaiiable at its own branch and borrow it from’

other libraries in Orange County and throughout the state.
Ajso housed is an Arf and Book Shop, run by Friends of

‘ the Library. Those who work in the shop are volunteers,

except for Marie Sheets, who supervises part time.. The shop
rents best sellers for 15¢ a day. Sheefs says that this is

Chronicie

an
copies availabie of current best seilers.” When - popular
demand for the best sellers, decreases, some - copies are
.dénated to the iibrary, some are sold for half price in the

shop, and the left-overs are sold at the Friend's Book Sale.’
Merchandise is also for sale in the shop. “One of the

most popular items we’ve had so far are stone carvings from
Russia,” Sheets says. Other items available include wooden
objects from Poland, zodiac jewelry made of pewter from
Sweden, Chrisimas ornamenis from Austria, and wooden

log toys from Utah. The shop also carries DeGrazia cards, |

and Sheets believes, “We are probab]y the only plac;e in
Orange County to carries his cards.”.

Any profts from the shop will go the hbrary “So far
Sheets says, we are just breaking even, but we hope thxs
will change soon.’

Unique to the llbrary is the therary Hentage Garden It
is planted and cared for by the Huntington Beacl: Branch of
the American Association of Umversxty Women. The garden

was the idea of Shirley Kerins who began research on ther
project in 1969. “I was involved with herbs at that timeL

but I was also aware of the many plants in Isterature

Kerins explains.
She drew up plans for the garden and presented them to

i Erik Katzmeier, the landscape architect for the library, He

Counciiwoman  Gibbs: ‘There’s
nothing in our community that the
peogle have besn as proad of as
that iibrary.’ : Lo

?‘exten'ded, service of ‘the library,':_'and we Have mahy

revised her plans; but when she presented them to the city,
she discovered that even though officials thought she had a
good idea, they did not have the funds {o help. She finally
got volunteers together, as well as some help from the Parks
Department -for the heavy work and the garden became 2
realify. .

“The total area of the garden extends from the pf_rkmg
lot down the hill toward the lake,”Each tree was chosen for
its literary reference,” .according to Kerins. The central
portion of the garden is divided into sections which include
English * literature, . Children’s ", literature, Classical
Mythology, Bibtical, Oriental literature, Amencan folkiore,
American literature, and a miscellaneous section of piants
pertaining to national emblems and legends.

Kerins: emphasizes ihat “no city funds are 1mo]ved in
the - garden: " Funds” are’ raised ~ through individual
contributions, plant sales,; the selling of stationary depicting
the garden and piants, and other fund ralslng activities such

as luncheons and speaking engagements A




