
I F  Y O U  W A N T  T O  W A L K  O N  W A T E R

You’ve got to get out of the boat



M A T T H E W  1 4 : 1 2  2 2 - 3 3

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat by this time was a long way from the
land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. And in the fourth watch of the night he
came to them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were
terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. But when he
saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately
reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”
And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him,
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”



M A R K  6 :  4 5 - 5 2



S O M E  T H I N G S  T O  D I S C U S S
I  D O N ’ T  H A V E  A L L  T H E  A N S W E R S !  T H E R E  A R E  N O  W R O N G  O N E S .

Why did Jesus have to 
MAKE the disciples get into 

the boat?

Having just fed the five 
thousand, why did He feel 

the need to pray?

What is the significance of 
the FOURTH watch of the 

night?

Why were His disciples so 
scared when they saw 
Jesus, walking on the 

water?

Why was Peter afraid when 
he saw the wind?

Why does Peter start to sink 
and what does it say to us 

about our own faith?

Why did the wind cease 
immediately that Jesus got 

into the boat?

The disciples said that he 
was “Truly the Son of God” 
– the only time in Matthew’s 

gospel that they use this 
form of address - but how 

strong was their faith?

What extra information does Mark 6: 45-51 tell us about this encounter and why is it significant?



W H A T  M A K E S  A  
S U C C E S S F U L  

‘ W A T E R  
W A L K E R ’ :

“ D O I N G  W I T H  
G O D ’ S  H E L P  

W H A T  I  C O U L D  
N E V E R  D O  O N  

M Y  O W N ”

J O H N  O R T B E R G

Recognise God’s presence

Can discern between faith and foolishness

Get out of the boat

Expect problems

Expect fear as the price of growth

See failure as an opportunity to grow

Learn to wait on the Lord

Have a deeper connection with God



H O W  D O E S  S U C H  A  
T H I N G  A S  W A T E R  

W A L K I N G  C O M E  A B O U T ?

” T H E R E  I S  A  C O N S I S T E N T  
P A T T E R N  I N  S C R I P T U R E  
O F  W H A T  H A P P E N S  I N  A  
L I F E  T H A T  G O D  W A N T S  
T O  U S E  A N D  I M P R O V E ”

J O H N  O R T B E R G
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F U R T H E R  T H I N G S  T O  T H I N K  A B O U T
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John Ortberg: If you want to walk on water, you’ve got to get out of the boat.  2001 Zondervan. 



T H E  L A S T  W O R D  – F R O M  T H E  A U T H O R


