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2017 Zor Divan 
ELECTIVE
Chuck Miller, Milladore................ POTENTATE 
Gary Cuskey, Spooner................... CHIEF RABBAN
Wally Trouten, Platteville.............. ASSISTANT RABBAN
Barry Ausen, Star Prairie.............. HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET
Mark Jerdee, Wilton..................... ORIENTAL GUIDE
Bob Gorsuch, Fitchburg................ RECORDER
Dale Olson, Whitewater............... TREASURER

APPOINTIVE
Rodney LaBlanc, Montello............ 1st CEREMONIAL MASTER
Al Brueggen, Sparta...................... 2nd CEREMONIAL MASTER
Bob Calverley, Wis. Rapids........... MARSHALL
Roger Keller, New Richmond........ CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD
Steve Livernash, Wis. Rapids........ OUTER GUARD
Karl Gant, Blanchardville.............. CHAPLAIN
Joe Harker, New Berlin................. CHIEF OF STAFF
Mark Jerdee, Wilton..................... ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF

ZOR SHRINE OFFICE

Mail Address: 575 Zor Shrine Place, Madison, Wl 53719
Phone 833-6343 (Area Code 608)

Fax (608) 833-6348
E-mail address: zortemp@chorus.net

Zephyr email address: zorstaff1@tds.net
Website: www.zorshriners.com

Shriners Hospital Chicago (773) 385-5400
Dale Anderson, Board of Governors

Shriners Hospital Twin Cities (612) 596-6100
Rod Rommel, Board of Governors

USPS 017-572 Published monthly 
under the auspices of

Zor Shriners of Shriners International
Address: 575 Zor Shrine Place, Madison, WI 53719

Electronic Subscription available on website.
Periodicals Postage Paid - Madison, WI and additional mailing offices.

Postmaster: Send changes of address to Zor Zephyr
575 Zor Shrine Place, Madison, WI 53719.

Winner of Nine First Place Dromedary
Awards for Shrine Newspapers and 

seven Honorable Mentions.

                      Melissa Smith……. Zephyr Editor
                      Don Davies………… Zephyr Editor Eternal
                      Milt Helmer…….…. Zephyr Correspondent

Remember folks, there’s even more con-
tent, pictures and information available 
in our online addition of the Zor Zephyr. 
The online version is also interactive, with 
links to vendors, and contacting the office, 
plus much much more.

We have a new website that will be user 
friendly coming too.

Stay tuned and keep uploading the great 
pictures you have been to Cluster!

Zor Digital Media Team

And finally, submissions for the Zephyr 
are due by the 10th of each month previ-
ous.

https://www.facebook.com/zor.shriners/
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My friends, we are over halfway through 2017. This year is going by faster than ever! Al Brueggen 
and his Lady Penny along with Rodney LaBlanc and and his family have reported grilling over 500 
steaks. We have initiated about 15 new Nobles at these steak fry’s. We have also seen the black 
camel over 40 times this year. As your Potentate I have proclaimed we will see the camel no more 
this year. By my calculations 500 steaks divided by 15 new Nobles = 33.3 steaks per new noble, I 
want to see another 40 new Nobles this year. That means, you, Al needs to grill 33.3 X 40 steaks to 
achieve my goal. Al, just another 1332 steaks to go!

Imperial Sir Gary Bergenske has initiated a referral program to bring in new Nobles and Masons. 
You will be learning about this new program very soon. I have asked our Oriental Guide, Mark Jerd-
ee, and our Membership Chairman, Robert Hering to put a plan together for our Temple ASAP. I will 
also be asking Melissa at the office to put another speed tab on our web page for this event. We 
will be working with our Grand Lodge to make this a successful event; your help is needed in the 
referral of good men. 

September 12th is our next stated meeting at the Temple. The meeting will start at 7:00 pm , later 
so that our working members will have time to attend. We have been working on updating our web 
site since mid January of this year. I have asked that we have a page or link so we can sell prod-
ucts on line, I also want the Potentate’s message and our eblasts to be archived, we need to go 
back and review these from time to time. We have not experienced the cooperation we were prom-
ised from the company that produced our website. I have asked our media team from Zor to make 
another web site, one we can update to our needs. I have been told this should be accomplished 
by our next stated meeting on the 12th of September.
 Sharon and I thank all of the Clubs that have sponsored the steak fry’s and the gifts we have re-
ceived this year. Everyone is so warm and thoughtful as we eat our way through Wisconsin.

Ills Sir Chuck and his Lady Sharon.



September 2017 - ZOR ZEPHYR - Page 4

Imperial Session 2017  
By:  Gary Cuskey

My lady, Judy, and I were fortunate to join several of our Zor Shriners and their ladies at the 2017 Impe-
rial Session in Daytona Beach.  The temperature was hot, but after all it was July in Florida.  Within that 
backdrop, Shriners International was at center stage acting on items in the ‘call’, making many committee 
reports, and delivering updates to the several hundred Nobles in attendance.  
Our ‘Patient Ambassadors’, Isabella and Emily, were introduced and their individual stories were shared. 
As usual, seeing these kids and hearing their stories brought tears of joy to our eyes and gladness to our 
hearts.
A very interesting and impressive report was that of a relatively new emergency response team; where 
doctors and other team specialists will travel to a disaster or crisis area to help children in need.  Recently 
the ‘Go Team’ as described by John McCabe, Executive Vice President of Shriners Hospitals for Children, 
traveled to Mexico City, Mexico to help child burn victims hurt in an explosion.  Several of these children 
were flown back to the Shriners Hospital for Children in Galveston, Texas for treatment.  Another crisis 
event took the ‘Go Team’ to Guatemala, where our emergency responders helped many children there in 
need of medical attention.  
This demonstrates the far reaching affects that our hospital system is having, and can have in the future.  
There are many children who are located in rather remote areas of the world where disasters and crisis 
can leave them in need of the services our professionals can provide. 
This reminds us of one of the reasons we became Shriners, and as such, we can be proud of our hospitals 
and the many professionals who demonstrate the love and care our fraternity and great philanthropy wants 
to deliver.     
We had a great time with many of our friends from Zorland,  our counterparts, and Shriners from all over 
the world. 

Recorders Notes
By Robert Gorsuch PP, Recorder

There were 50 pieces of legislation in the Call to be acted on.  A few pieces of legislation that impacts us 
as Zor Shriners:  

1.	 Any proposal to move the location of a Temple needs to be signed by at least 100 members of the 
Temple or 10 percent of the membership, whichever is less.
2.	 All Temples shall elect members by a majority vote of the written ballots cast.
3.	 A fez can be provided to a new Noble as part of the initiation fee.
4.	 The Imperial Potentate can grant dispensation to allow participation by non-Nobles in a parade at 
the annual Session of Shriners International for the annual Session during his term in office.
5.	 In civic parades, and non-Shrine public appearances, with permission of the Potentate, Nobles and 
their ladies may also dress in clown costume and participate with the Clown unit of the temple but only No-
bles may perform, compete, ride vehicles with fewer than four wheels, or operate any vehicle of the temple 
units while parading.
6.	 A new temple in Santa Cruz, Bolivia was chartered.
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COMPLETE Automotive Service & Repair
2014 Freeport Road, Madison, WI • (608) 271-6861

www.WESTSIDE-SERVICE-CENTER.com

GODFREY LEWIS, Owner

Honored Ladies Luncheon 

P L E A S E  J O I N  P O T E N T A T E  M I L L E R  A N D  L A D Y  
S H A R O N  F O R  T H E  A N N U A L . . .

B U F F E T  L U N C H  &  P E R F O R M A N C E  S K I T  B Y  
M A R Y  T O D D  L I N C O L N

A L L  Z O R  W I D O W S  W I L L  B E  T H E  G U E S T S  O F  Z O R  
C O S T  I S  $ 1 8  P E R  P E R S O N  

 C H E C K  P A Y A B L E  T O  Z O R  S H R I N E  
5 7 5  Z O R  S H R I N E  P L .  M A D I S O N ,  W I  5 3 7 1 9

N A M E :  

P H O N E :  

E M A I L :  

#  A T T E N D I N G :  

OCTOBER 10th, 2017, 11:30 AM

https://www.oakbankonline.com/
http://www.westside-service-center.com/


Sep-17		
9	 ATV/UTV Rally - Musky S C/Musky Cycle Patrol	
Wolf Point, rural Spooner 8AM to 8PM
12	 Divan Meeting -  3:00 PM	 Zor Shrine Temple
12	 Steak Fry 5:00 PM Social, 6:00 PM Steak Fry	Zor 
Shrine Temple, RSVP
12	 Divan Stated Meeting - 7:00 PM - (3rd)	 Zor 
Shrine Temple
19	 Flambeauland SC - Ladysmith Social	Ladysmith, 
WI (Brian Miller)

		
		
Oct-17		
7	 Shrine UW-River Falls Football Game, Ramer 
Field, River Falls, WI
7	 Shrine UW-La Crosse Football Game, La Crosse, 
WI
8	 Gun Raffle, Zor Shrine Temple - Oasis Room
10	 Honored Ladies Luncheon 11:30 AM	Zor Shrine 
Temple 
10 Honored Ladies Lunch
10	 Divan Meeting - 3:00 PM	 Zor Shrine Temple
10	 Steak Fry	 Zor Shrine Temple
22	 Mecca SC Raffle	 Mecca SC 
		
Nov-17		
11	 UW Whitewater Football Game 	 Whitewater
14	 Divan Meeting - 3:00 PM	 Zor Shrine Temple
14	 Divan Stated Meeting - 7:00 PM (4th) Zor Shrine 
Temple
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NOTICE OF STATED MEETING

Zor Shrine Temple
Sept, 12th, 2017

Divan Meeting 3pm
Steak Fry 5pm

3rd Quarterly Meeting 7pm

Jared Soderholm	 Cottage Grove 53527
Gerald Klein	 Mosinee  54455
Peter Ptter	 Wausau  54403
Cate Mattakat	 East Bethel, MN 55092
Robert C Heike	Durand  54736
Jordyn Marg	 Black River Falls 54615
Mike Mulvancy	 Sparta  54656
Geri Zlesak	 Merrillan  54754
Niki Zrostlic	 Long Grove, IA 52756
Joan Onstad	 Black River Falls 54615
Art Lund	 Baldwin  54002
Jake Mattakat	 East Bethel, MN 55092
Dean Schulz	 Brooklyn  53521
Pat Malone	 Stewartville  MN 55976
Shylo Mallin	 Balsum Lake 54810
Carissa Pukall	 Black Creek 54106
Richard Newlun	Spencer  54479
David Druckrey	Spring Green 53588
Wendy Laud	 Roscoe, IL 61073
Amanda Wiberg	Springbrook  54875
Roger Nitzsche	Stoughton  53589
John Hanson	 Tomah  54660
John Ambrose	 Oshkosh  54901
Joel Newlun	 Spencer  54479
Paityn Willems	 Marshfield  54449
Janet Sindelar	 Westfield  53964
Kim Heilfrist	 Wheeler  54772
Justin Herman	 Wisconsin Rapids 54494
Trish Gulseth	 Stoughton  53589
Delaney Skelding	 Black River Falls 54615
Bob Lloyd	 Oshkosh  54902

http://www.blackhawkpropane.com


September 2017 - ZOR ZEPHYR - Page 7

Open 7 Days A Week
Serving Nightly at 4pm 

Sunday Mornings 8:30am-1pm
Banquet Facilities for Parties  

and Special Events

6010 Hwy 51, McFarland

608-838-5888

Supper Club

Best Wishes to the Zor Shrine!

Charles E. White

River Falls, Wisconsin
Thank you for your Generous Contribution

(608) 849-5011
Hwy. 113 North, Waunakee

• Live Entertainment Friday and Saturday Nights
• Banquets & Private Parties up to 200

Service Specials Nightly
Luncheons ~ Mon.-Fri. 11am-2pm
Dinner ~ Mon.-Sat. 4:30-10:30pm

The Finest Dining in the Area

Larry Curtis		  Don Woidt

Don Fennie x2		  Mary Fennie

Allen Coenen		  Bob Keene x2

Mike Hayden		  Dave Frogner x2

Schelley Schoville x5	 Lee Weber x3

Larry Curtis		  Brett Leana

Larry Curtis		  Dick Jarvis

John Tropy		  R G Leed

Jerry Thompson		 Duane Harvey

Tom Voight		  Larry Shepard

Bob Calverley x7	 Jay Wood x7

Ray Asbjornson		 Eloise Asbjornson

Bob Calverley		  Scott Brehm

Tim Natarus		  Steve Britton

Lee Weber		  Allen Coenen	

Mark Jerdee		  Steve Peterson	

Tim Netarus		  Mike Hunter x4 		

Donny Heit x4

Richard Mitchell	 George Syth

Monte Steiber	

Larry Curtis	 Bill Drecktrah

Jared Soderholm	 Cottage Grove 53527
Gerald Klein	 Mosinee  54455
Peter Ptter	 Wausau  54403
Cate Mattakat	 East Bethel, MN 55092
Robert C Heike	Durand  54736
Jordyn Marg	 Black River Falls 54615
Mike Mulvancy	 Sparta  54656
Geri Zlesak	 Merrillan  54754
Niki Zrostlic	 Long Grove, IA 52756
Joan Onstad	 Black River Falls 54615
Art Lund	 Baldwin  54002
Jake Mattakat	 East Bethel, MN 55092
Dean Schulz	 Brooklyn  53521
Pat Malone	 Stewartville  MN 55976
Shylo Mallin	 Balsum Lake 54810
Carissa Pukall	 Black Creek 54106
Richard Newlun	Spencer  54479
David Druckrey	Spring Green 53588
Wendy Laud	 Roscoe, IL 61073
Amanda Wiberg	Springbrook  54875
Roger Nitzsche	Stoughton  53589
John Hanson	 Tomah  54660
John Ambrose	 Oshkosh  54901
Joel Newlun	 Spencer  54479
Paityn Willems	 Marshfield  54449
Janet Sindelar	 Westfield  53964
Kim Heilfrist	 Wheeler  54772
Justin Herman	 Wisconsin Rapids 54494
Trish Gulseth	 Stoughton  53589
Delaney Skelding	 Black River Falls 54615
Bob Lloyd	 Oshkosh  54902

http://mapletreesupperclub.com/
http://rexsinnkeeper.com/
http://www.hammarback-law.com
http://www.cressfuneralservice.com/
http://www.shadygrovewi.com
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M

ys
tic Tie Lodge #280

F
la

m
beauland Shrine Cl

u
b

will host

Zor Shrine Potentate and Divan
Ladies and Guests

Tues September 19th Dinner at 6 p.m.

Open too all!! Come and socialize..
Cost of $10/person

candidates/prospective members FREE
Please RSVP

Facebook: @Mystictielodge - Phone Brian: 715-642-2240

Mystic Tie Lodge #280
705 E 3rd St N  Ladysmith, WI

107 County Road C
Ellsworth, WI 54011

Visit us online at:
hinesauctionservice.com

http://www.hinesauctionservice.com
http://heding.com/
http://www.spectrumtraininggroup.com
http://www.idealrolloff.com/
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Paying It Forward

Paying it forward is the term for doing a helpful act and asking the recipient to help others rather than pay you 
back.

What does this have to do with membership? Shriner participation in public events such as parades, circuses, 
and football games is done with hope of bringing smiles to faces of all ages in the community. Without active 
members, the local Shriner sightings will start to disappear. These events are a calling card to the community 
that says to the kids: “Shriners are fun”; to the parents: “Our hospitals offer such great care”; and to the men in 
the crowd: “Ask how you can join us”.

I shared last month about a new patient opportunity. The point was we never know what conversation or activ-
ity is going to make a lasting impression and a possible referral in the future. Enjoy this example of a patient 
inspired to pay it forward to a local club: a young boy knew about Shriners through a family member, and even-
tually learned about the hospitals through an event held at the Twin Cities hospital. The fish pond event took 
place when this boy was 4 years old, and he returned yearly to fish while his family volunteered. Three years 
later this boy was a referral to the Twin Cities Shriners Hospital for issues with his feet and legs. Lucky for him, 
no surgery was involved, but molds and orthotic appointments took place to alleviate pain.

Fast forward another three years and this fifth grader started volunteering with maintenance on parade go-
karts for the Road Runners. This became a regular activity for him for two summers. The concept of “Paying It 
Forward” didn’t end there. Before starting school, this helpful kid completed his Eagle Scout project and earned 
his Eagle Scout recognition at the age of 14. Each summer, following that great achievement, he has enjoyed 
helping Twin Cities hospital patients fish at a summer camp field trip through the local Shrine club. He also 
returned to go-kart maintenance when he’s not working. While this 16 year old is a typical teenager in many 
ways, he has a first-hand appreciation for the ability to be active when you have a body that allows it.

Yes, I have been drawing on personal stories this summer, because personal stories speak from experience. 
Do you have a story to tell? Opportunities are everywhere!! Get involved, be active and reach out with con-
versation to people of ALL ages. Masons and Shriners pay it forward as a result of those who have done the 
leg work before us. Hospital staff pay it forward by providing the phenomenal care to kids from a facility that is 
supported by Shriners. Patients and families pay it forward in ways that are yet to be seen.

Touching back to the story about this young Eagle Scout. (see next page) We really don’t know what the future 
holds for this Shriners Hospital patient. However, as Masons and Shriners, we can continue to set an example 
and remember to voice an invitation for young men to join our brotherhood sooner than later in life. On a side 
note, it would be another proud moment for this boy’s family if he continued his interest to become a 5th gen-
eration Mason and a 5th generation Shriner. How do I know that? I can proudly say this Eagle Scout, Adam 
Johnson is my grandson.

Robert Hering – Zor Membership Chairman               Zor-Where Membership Matters
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Eagle Scout Earns Award for Helping Shriners 

Eagle Scout Adam Johnson with his Eagle Scout plaque, working on the Road Runner go-karts and help-
ing kids from the TC-SHC fishing at the trout farm for one of their adventures with one of the TC hospital 
summer camps.

2017 - Zor membership Dashboard
Beginning count 1,339 Regular + 14 Associates

Creations.....12
Affiliations.....4

Restorations.....4
Demit.....2

Suspensions.....3
Expired.....49

Expulsions.....0
Resigned.....1

Associates.....0
NPD.....126
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Lawrence A Fischer		
06.08.17	 Prescott, WI	
06.03.00
Thomas R Bush		 06.09.17	
Eau Claire, WI	 08.04.90
Conrad E “Jerry” Majorowicz		
06.19.17	 Edgerton, WI	
12.03.77
Forrest “Bud” Schucht		
06.16.17	 Sparta, WI	
09.15.84
Richard F “Dick” Lee		
06.21.17	 Madison, WI	
06.12.76
Bradley E Seguin		
05.19.17	 Alma Center, WI	
09.11.65
Alvah H Weaver, Jr.		
07.01.17	 Belleville, WI	
12.06.86
Arnold W Larson, Jr.		
06.27.17	 Eau Claire, WI	
12.02.98
Ary Arneson		  06.03.17	
Spring Valley, WI	 06.03.50
L David “Dave” Griffin		
04.15.17	 Beloit, WI	
12.06.14
Clyde W Guild		  05.04.17	
Austin, TX	 11.28.69
John D Renstrom		
05.20.17	 Onalaska, WI	
08.02.75
Frederick R Freerking		
03.14.17	 Mauston, WI	
06.02.79
Donald J Soberg, PP		
07.21.17	 Madison, WI	
06.03.61
Robert M Race, Jr.		
07.21.17	 Eau Claire, WI	
12.01.79
Leland C Molbreak		
05.01.17	 Eagle River, WI	
12.01.56
Walter Sundling		 03.31.15	
King, WI	 12.07.68
Leon A White		  03.13.16	
Wausau, WI	 05.09.70

Past Potentate Larry Reimenschneider enjoying the St Croix Valley 
Shrine Club’s annual summer picnic in Prescott WI



Foxhole Pub
Highway 21 East
Sparta, WI 54656

608-269-6271
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St Croix Valley Shrine Club will be hosting the 56th annual “Little East/West” Shrine Game on Saturday Octo-
ber 7, 2017 in River Falls Wisconsin. UW - River Falls will be playing UW- Platteville at Ramer Field with the 
kick off at 1:00 PM. The game is also homecoming for UW-River Falls. Our goal this year is to have as many 
as possible Shriner’s in the stands wearing their fez’s.
The Potentate’s dinner will be Friday night October 6, 2017 at Junior’s Bar and Restaurant located inside the 
Best Western in River Falls. Social hour will be 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm. Dinner will be served at 6:30pm.
The Shrine and homecoming Parade will be stepping off at 10:30 AM at the same location as past years (The 
American Legion) located on the North End of Main Street in River Falls.  The ever popular Oasis will begin at 
8:00 AM at the American Legion. The Women’s Auxiliary will have items for sale.

Sincerely, 
Noble Roger Keller, 2017 Divan
Chairman
Rogerkeller2012@gmail.com
651-357-3908

https://www.facebook.com/The-Foxhole-Pub-Sparta-Wisconsin-408034765933161/


September 2017 - ZOR ZEPHYR - Page 13

Christmas in July!

The ladies of the St. Croix Valley Auxiliary celebrated Christmas in July on Saturday, July 29 at Hancock 
Lodge #229.  Thanks to Peg Fischer and Joyce Swan, who spent endless hours preparing ready-to-assem-
ble stocking kits, 16 ladies were able to complete the decorating of 28 stockings for use by the WGA4Kids 
at the Shriner’s Hospital for Children-Twin Cities.  The remainder of the 85 kits were taken home by various 
ladies to be completed and returned in time to donate to the hospital for filling and distibution in November 
and December.  A delicious lunch was provided by the Ellsworth Chapter #116 OES.  It was a great way to 
enjoy each other’s company, while working to help the kids! 

Below: Members Julie Riemenschneider and Cheryl Hoffman work on stitch-
ing stockings.
Top Left: Peg Fischer and Joyce Swan pictured with just a few of the 
ready-to-assemble kits.
Bottom Left:  Amy Hering and Treasurer Kris Webster with the completed 
stockings.

http://www.threepillars.org
http://http://www.georgesflowers.net/?srccode=PS_OSM&_vsrefdom=p.4635
http://erfurthautobody.com/
http://www.comstocktire.com/
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Serving 
Nobles for 

4 Generations
from 

6 Locations.

Pete Gunderson

Delicious Wood Fire cooking.
Located on The Mississippi River Road U.S. 61

Call for reservations 
                                                651.388.YUMM (9866)

July 10th- August 10th
ZOR TWIN CITIES HOSPITAL DONATIONS
In Memory of:		  Donor:
William Jewell		  Russell & Lorraine Dunnum
Mary Weishaupt		  Larry & Bonnie Meier	
Thomas Fischer		  Hayward Musky SC
Jack McNamara		  Earl and Karen Gunderson
Forrest Schucht		  Mecca Shrine Club
Myron Fahey		  Roger & Sharon Reas
Kay Wollerman		  Roger & Sharon Reas
Donald Moravec		  Roger & Sharon Reas
Bette Shefchik		  Roger & Sharon Reas
Kathy Lee		  Roger & Sharon Reas	
Margy & Fred Amthor	 The Podratz Family

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
¡ Zor Shriners Building Reserve Fund	 ¡ Zor Shriners Membership Fund
¡ Zor Hospital Patient Transportation Fund	 ¡ Shriners Hospitals for Children®–Chicago
¡ Zor Shriners Endowment Fund	 ¡ Shriners Hospitals for Children®–Cincinnati
¡ Zor Hospital General Fund	 ¡ Shriners Hospitals for Children®–Twin Cities

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE AS MARKED ABOVE AND MAIL TO:
Zor Shriners, 575 Zor Shrine Place, Madison, WI 53719

In Memory/Honor Of_______________________________________________________
¡ Please acknowledge gift to the family

Name___________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________
City_ ____________________________________  State_ ________ Zip______________

¡ Please acknowledge gift to the Donor
¡ Via Email_______________________________________________________________
Name___________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________
City_ ___________________________________  State_________ Zip_ ______________
GIVE PARADE TO GLORY CREDIT TO CLUB OR UNIT:

			 
July 10th- August 10th 
ZOR CHICAGO HOSPITAL DONATIONS
In Memory of:		  Donor:
Don Soberg		  Zor Mini Cars
Jim Christie, Tripoli PP	 John & Debra Thorstad

IN HONOR ZOR CHICAGO HOSPITAL DONATION
In Honor of:			   Donor:
50th Anniversary of 		  Director’s Staff
Kent & Barb Englund

ZOR TRANSPORTATION FUND
In Memory of:		  Donor:
Jerry Majorowicz		 John Torpy
Jerry Majorowicz		 Jennifer Hatlen
Robert Larson		  Severson

http://http://www.gundersonfh.com/


Free to be Me: Isabella’s Story – 2017-2018 National Patient Ambassador
Shriners Hospitals for Children announces 2017-2018 National Patient Ambassadors in Daytona Beach Patients from 
Santa Rosa Beach, Florida, and Erie, Pennsylvania, selected as ambassadors

Every year, Shriners Hospitals for Children selects two National Patient Ambassadors to represent 
the health care system’s patients. The ambassadors spend the year telling their stories of perse-
verance in the face of adversity and the ways Shriners Hospitals for Children has made a dramatic, 
life-changing difference in their lives. The new national patient ambassadors were introduced during 
the premiere of their documentary called Free to be Me as part of Shriners International’s annual 
convention, known as Imperial Session.

Isabella Rose

From birth, Isabella had difficulty feeding and 
sleeping. Her parents, Roselyne and Tim, went 
from doctor to doctor seeking answers, but no 
one could identify a cause. As she grew, her 
parents became convinced that something was 
seriously wrong. Isabella’s speech sounded like 
she was whistling and she had ear and sinus in-
fections constantly.

Searching for answers

For five years, Roselyne and Tim sought answers 
for their little girl but continued to be unable to 
obtain even a cause or a diagnosis. Some professionals thought Isabella was cognitively impaired; 
others thought she was deaf. One day a family friend in the Chicago area heard about the issues 
Isabella was facing and suggested the family apply for treatment for Isabella at Shriners Hospitals 
for Children — Chicago. The family did not know at the time that their friend Dick Anderson was a 
member of Medinah Shriners and, at the time, Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Shriners 
Hospital in Chicago. Anderson was glad to be of help. He has said that helping Isabella and her 
family find the help they needed was life-changing, and that he wished all the Shriners understood 
the impact they can have on the health care system’s patients and families.

At their first appointment, an interdisciplinary team of professionals assessed Isabella and, within 
minutes, provided a diagnosis. Isabella had a submucous cleft palate, a form of cleft palate that is 
not easily identifiable, as the palate is covered by a thin membrane. “It felt like the whole world came 
down on us; we finally knew the diagnosis,” said Roselyne. Isabella was scheduled for surgery to 
repair the cleft and subsequently received speech therapy for two years.

Finding her own voice

Isabella, now 14, lives in Florida with her family. She has gone from struggling to be understood to 
becoming a gifted vocalist and hopes to perform professionally one day. Isabella volunteers at a lo-
cal veterinary hospital, pet sits and babysits. She enjoys painting, poetry and outdoor activities. She 
also actively seeks ways to give back to Shriners Hospitals for Children.
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Emily Mellish

Emily’s mother, Joy, did not experience significant issues during pregnancy, but moments after Emily 
was born, that changed. Emily was rushed by ambulance to a hospital in a larger city only hours after 
birth, and spent her first two weeks in the NICU, where doc-
tors gave her a complete assessment.

Emily was born with spina bifida, as well as severe scoliosis 
(missing eight ribs on her left side) a leg-length discrepancy, 
additional orthopaedic conditions, bladder and kidney prob-
lems and other issues. When she was 6 weeks old, Emily 
had surgery to close the defect over her spinal cord. The 
following day, a long list of serious complications began, 
keeping her in the hospital for 28 days. During this time, 
the Mellishes learned about Shriners Hospitals for Children 
from a close friend. “It was comforting to know that even be-
fore I needed to worry about a place to take her orthopaed- i-
cally, that someone had come forward and said there was a 
place where Emily would be taken care of,” said Joy.

Emily was first seen at Shriners Hospitals for Children — 
Erie when she was approximately 6 months old. There, she 
has undergone several surgeries. Other surgeries, including a VEPTR (vertical expandable prosthet-
ic titanium rib) procedure, which stabilizes the spinal curve and levels growth, were done through a 
collaboration between Shriners Hospitals for Children and Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. Emily has 
also been seen at Shriners Hospitals for Children — Philadelphia, where external fixators were used 
to straighten Emily’s leg at the knee, and increase leg length.

After this, she was able to ride a bicycle for the very first time. Emily always amazes her doctors with 
her “no limits” attitude.

Today, Emily is an energetic and sociable 11-year-old. She loves dancing, swimming, painting pottery 
and public speaking. In 2012, she started Beads for Needs, a foundation dedicated to raising funds 
for Shriners Hospitals for Children through bracelet and photograph print sales, and has raised more 
than $80,000 for Shriners Hospitals for Children – Erie. Without Shriners Hospitals for Children, Emily 
would not be Emily, she would be forced into a box,” said Joy. “With Shriners Hospitals there are no 
limits to what she can do.”

September 2017 - ZOR ZEPHYR - Page 16



Summer Scenes Around Zorland

		  Ahh shucks....Divan shock’n corn for the Sahara Shrine club steak fry

7 members of the Mini Cars, along with several members of the 
Rock County Shrine Club worked the variety show on June 30th 
at Beloit Turner High School. There were about 30 people in 
attendance count was 30

VacationLand Shrine Club Steak Fry
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Summer Scenes Around Zorland
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Carol Fischer heads up the St. Croix Valley 
summer picnic in Larrys name Cooking up for everyone at Summer picnic

Bob Gielser PP out enjoying a good time, with good 
friends at the LaCrosse Shrine club Steak Fry

The view from Jansky’s over the Mississippi River
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More from Imperial Session  
 by John Thorstad, PP

Cooking up for everyone at Summer picnic

	 On the opening day of the annual Imperial convention, The Walk For Love 
was held at the Daytona race track. The Past Potentate’s and their ladies ( all 
known as the Zorsters ) took the lead in the walk. As in past years, Steve and 
Mary Ellen Peterson, and John Thorstad were the first participates to cross the finish line.
	 The public installation was held on Wednesday morning, Gary Bergenske  a member of Bahia Shri-
ners received the 5 star fez. During the time of presentations to Gary and Lady Anne, Potentate
Chuck Miller presented Gary with a 5 star Zor fez as he is also a member of Zor. P.P. John Thorstad
presented Gary with a cheese head fez that was made by his wife Debbi.  P.P. Tom Nelson presented Gary 
with a cheese head tie that was made by his wife Nancy.  
	 After Imperial Lady Anne made her presentation on her hospital fund raising project, P.P. Thorstad 
made the first donation on behalf of the Zor Past Potentate’s who were listed in the August Zephyr.
	 Following the formal installation on Thursday morning it was announced that the past Potentate Bob
Gorsuch was appointed as Vice Chairman of the fnance and audit committee and P.P. John Thorstad was 
reappointed as a member of the Imperial  Marshall Aides committee. 

Imperial Potentate Gary Bergenske with his Zor fez
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Beldenville, WI
Funsters 
clowning at 
Community Picnic 
downtown 
Wisconsin Rapids.

Strawberry.  Wrong-Way and Jingles blew up hundreds of ballons for the kids!


