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“There is no hope
for the satisfied man.”
Post founder Frederick G. Bonfils, 1861-1933
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The Post Editorial
Reform
Oc_c.

he Colorado Judicial Department is

operating in an unaccountable silo

where the chief justice of the Colo-
rado Supreme Court wields power with-
out transparency or oversight. The Den-
ver Post has spent two years uncovering

evidence of judicial misconduct being
! hiddan fenmm tha meLlia
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The OUmHﬂ Forum retters to the Editor

People arrive for the COVID-19 vaccination at a drive-thru setup at
Coors Field on Jan. 30 in Denver. UCHealth set the goal of vaccinating
10,000 people over the weekend. Chet Strange, AFP via Getty Images

A rush to the (vaccine) light at the end of the tunnel

Last mzuaww I drove my significant
other to receive his first dose of the
COVID vaccination at the Coors
Field clinic hosted by UCHealth.
How proud I was to see how excel-
lently organized and how smoothly
everything ran. We were in and out

in 25 minutes, which included 15 min-

utes of post vaccine waiting to en-

it? It’s how much you know and
how clever you are and whether
you can drive to Coors Field that
apparently determines whether or

- not you will succeed in getting vac-

cinated. No computer? No car? No
vaccine foryou.
Jim Bahrenburg, Wheat Ridge

Scandal in Judiciary likely
extends to the bench, too

Re: “$2.5M payout stops lawsuit,” Feb. 4
news story

According to The Denver Post’s re-
porting, Mindy Masias was going to sue
the state of Colorado over sexual dis-
crimination stemming from being
passed over for promotion and subse-
quently fired, and in that suit, would be
revealing scores of other incidents of
similar conduct by both district and
county judges, which infers the practice
is rife within the profession. So the chief
judge of the Colorado Supreme Court
and the court administrator decided to
offer her a lucrative contract to keep her
mouth shut. “The contract,” (Christo-
pher) Ryan said, “would prevent a law-
suit and the judiciary from having to
deal with a public airing of a host of ills
of personal things judges do that are not
related to their decision-making.” I don’t
know in what compartmentalized fanta-
sy land they live, but a judge who sexual-
ly discriminates or harasses in his per-
sonal life is doing it on the bench, too. I
guarantee it. I've been there.
Susan Williams, Lakewood

._uommE_Em or attacking

conservative thought

Re: “Benson Center is an archaic
sinkhole,” Jan. 31 op-ed
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Something must change.

The integrity of the judicial department
is of utmost importance; Colorado judges
are entrusted with our freedom, our chil-
idren, our assets and our collective sense
of right or wrong.

Over the past two years, reporting by
The Denver Post’s David Migoya, Sam

—

,.”‘,H.mvmngmn!mmmoﬁro:.ozgm:magm:?
it ‘mwlﬂmﬂmm:mﬁmﬁ:nm cracks in the system that
Ohave allowed the cover-up of allegations
of wrongdoing by judges and by high-lev-
-el employees.
1’“Now Migoya has presented allegations
irifrom the court’s former administrator that ;
the former chief justice offered a thinly-
veiled bribe to a disgruntled employee to
avoid a “tell-all lawsuit.” In an unsigned
memo to Judicial Department employees,
the department denied the claim, howev-
er, no individual appears willing to associ-
ate their name with the denial.
, The ramifications of this allegation are
1 walot watered down by the fact that Chief
Justice Nathan Coats is no longer in his
position or that most of the others in-
‘volved with the cover-up are gone as well.
91e1t’s time for the Judicial Department to
come clean and then seek genuine reform,
~and if those at the helm of the départment
'won’t act, Colorado voters must force
1ichange upon the department. State Senate
President Leroy Garcia has said lawmak-
ers are looking at ways to force account-
rability and State Auditor Dianne Ray is
i7also launching an inquiry following the
publication of Migoya’s story.

I'The first step in this process is obvious.
it o Former state Court Administrator Chris
© Ryan told The Denver Post that a memo

‘exists detailing the misdeeds of approxi-
imately 20 judges and other court officials.
| The memo is a summary of a lawsuit that
i ‘uwas threatened by a former chief of staff
Iiwho was facing dismissal.

Chief Justice Brian Boatright, who re-
placed Coats after he retired on Dec. 31,
must release the memo.

' “The Denver Post requested the docu-
L ment, however, Colorado’s Judicial De-
'partment is exempt from the state’s open
records laws. Instead, the department has
made its own open records rules — dras-

——
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Sure ne nada no serious reactions.
Thank you to all the UC-Health per-
sonnel and administrators who had
the foresight to organize and work
this event. Thank you to all the civic
leaders and politicians, especially
Gov. Jared Polis, for understanding
the necessity and urgency of secur-
ing vaccines and helping all those
who desire to get vaccinated. And
thank you to the brilliant researchers
who developed this vaccine! I believe
I see the light at the tunnels end.
Sydnee Shane Shapiro, Westminster

Thank you to National Jewishdfor
their COVID-19 vaccination effort
this weekend. Expecting long lines
and extended waits, I was pleasant-
ly surprised by their organization. I
was done in less than 30 minutes.
More than that I was interviewed by
two sympathetic M.D.s and one
paramedic who were caring, infor-
mative and who listened to me.
Thank you National Jewish for your
professional organization. And .
thanks to the kid who flagged my
car out while he did a little thumbs-
up dance congratulating me.

Stephen Balch, Lakewood

Iam old, 80-plus. Yes, I use a
computer — minimally. And it
seems that if one is not super-tech-
savvy, one is not going to get a vac-
cine shot. Why can’t one simply
make a phone call to a nearby loca-
tion to make an appointment to get

Re: “Teachers, people 65-69 up
next,” Jan. 31 new story

I was very disappointed to read
Gov. Polis’ comments last weekend:
“The people who really wanted it
(the vaccine), who signed up, are
done at that point.” That is untrue
and dangerous to the people aged
70 and older who have not been
vaccinated. My 79-year-old husband
has signed up on more than five
different sites, with no response so
far from any of them.

Don’t leave this high-risk group
behind. Please provide special
times solely for the 70-plus and a
hot line to help them get to the front
of the line, Allocating resources
specifically to protect the oldest
people in the community is not
“slowing down vaccinations.” It is
doing the right thing.

Carolyn Schrader, Denver

Now, this is unity! Thousands of
orange cones, hundreds of people in
orange vests flagging cars in, regis-
tering people, injecting them, mak-
ing sure they didn’t have reactions,
and then flagging the cars out again
— all to combat a common enemy.
The UCHealth mass COVID vac-
cine effort at Coors Field was an
amazing system that yielded a calm,
well-organized process. Not to -
mention the information, registra-
tion and appointment-making in
advance. Well done!

Jackie W. Powell, Littleton

Rethink Denver’s Edcomna group-living amendment

Re: “Support the group living propos-
al,” Jan. 31 editorial

I have spent 18 months working on
understanding the Group Living
proposal, and watched the compro-
mises City Council and Community
Planning & Development worked
out during the fall months. I appreci-

aro tha cnrmraidban ssrawl- a3 11 41, o

The Post editorial ignores the fact
that the amendment to the zoning
code would not apply to about 20%
of Denver, including enclaves of
privilege like Lowry, Stapleton,
Northfield, Southmoor and Green
Valley Ranch.

S o PR PR RESIEL I S T ) w 3.

Ian Silverii wastes no time to spew his
fiction. In his opening paragraph he hits
the ground running with the first of at
least seven baseless and factually bank-
rupt — to co-opt his words — charges,
including “exhortations of violence”
against John Eastman regarding his re-
marks to the pro-Trump rally on Jan. 6.

Iread the transcript and then listened
to the video clip in case I missed some-
thing. There was not one single “exhorta-
tion of violence” from Eastman. Not one,

Later in the piece, apparently in the
throes of hyperventilation, Silverii sput-
ters that Eastman wrote a “racist” op-ed
regarding Vice President Kamala Harris’
eligibility for office. 'm pretty sure he
meant it because he wrote “racist” four
times, with an obligatory “bigoted” and
“eugenicist” tossed in for good measure.

Again, I read the Eastman op-ed and
discerned no “racist attack,” if when you
accuse someone of racism, you are re-
ferring to the dictionary definition. He
makes no mention whatsoever regarding
her race or of inferiority to another.

Two takeaways. One: when you de-
nounce everyone as a racist, as does Sil-
verii via his regular appearances in The
Post, no one is a racist. You effectively
castrate the word relinquishing it of any
power. Two: when you traffic in the
world of vitriol, as does Silverii, you reap
what you sow. He’s clearly threatened by
the Benson Center. He should be.

Jon Pitt, Golden

The saga of Professor John Eastman at
the University of Colorado dramatically
illustrates one of the biggest problems
facing our republic today. .

We have a bunch of wolves in sheep’s’
clothing who are trying to undermine our
Constitution. While masquerading as
conservatives, they are spreading lies,
dispersing a racist agenda and trying to
overthrow a legitimately elected govern-
ment. The challenge facing the country is
how to ferret out those with nefarious
intent, hold them accountable and yet
protect the freedoms and rights of the rest
of our citizenry. It is a tough task, but one
which all honorable people must support.

Roh Stanhancan Fnalownnd
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