CRYSTAL TOWNSHIP
Board Meeting
July 17, 2023
This meeting was called to order by Supervisor Hyslop at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance recited.
Roll Call:  Board Members present: Lynn Gardner, Catherine Walker, Lee Hyslop, Rosalie Sauser, 
ABSENT:  Kyle Oomen

Guests Present: Ron Smith, Betty J. Dailey Nugent, Gary Gardner, Ron Amstutz
Approval of Previous Month’s Meeting Minutes: The June 19th 2023 Board Meeting Minutes were presented.  Motion by Gardner and supported by Walker to approve with corrected total for bill pay.  Voice Vote.  Motion Carried. 

Changes to Agenda:  Lee added Propane for a point of discussion under new business.
Citizen Comments:  None 
Letters and Communications:  Gardner received a letter from the IRS stating we overpaid for the first quarter on 941 so they are crediting us the amount of $114.78 to be applied to our account. Gardner also had a mail advertisement from Excel gas asking if we would like to use their price cap promotion which would put us at $2.19 per gallon if we wished to sign up.  Hyslop is discussing this under new business with his suggestion for gas change.  Gardner also received a letter from Hart Library asking for information to be completed and sent to their auditor for amount paid to the Library for the year 2022-2023.  Gardner completed this but wasn’t sure if we were going to pay money this year.  Walker stated and Hyslop confirmed that was voted against at a previous meeting.  Hyslop also stated that we will revisit this next year and vote again hoping to be in favor of payment to the Library.  Hyslop received two letters regarding lack of brine earlier in the season.  He said he communicated with the Road Commission and they stated we did not get our paperwork back to them fast enough.  Hyslop disagreed with them and felt we did it faster than ever before. 
Fire Department Report:  Fire Chief Allen Purdy stated that Jack Mustard’s daughter reached out to him regarding Jacks funeral procession next month (August 5th).  They are having a fire truck parade during the funeral to take Jack for one last ride.  They are starting at 10:15 over where Jack lived and come down by 128th and come through Hammett St. past the fire department.  They will have two ladder trucks down at the end of the road with a big flag on it.  This is just word of mouth to let others know if they wish to come and pay their respects or are going to the funeral, they are welcome.  

Chief Purdy presented to the Board a quote for repairs of hoses, fittings and equipment needed because seven hoses failed testing.  The total quoted purchase was from Axes and Irons for $2,016.90 for necessary equipment repairs.  Chief Purdy was very familiar with and confident with this company presenting the quote.  Gardner motioned to approve payment to Axes and Irons for the quoted amount.  Walker seconded.  Voice Vote, Motion carried.
Two quotes presented by Purdy for fire truck tire inspection (tires must be dismounted and thoroughly inspected every five years.  If they are ten years or older, they must be replaced): Xtreme Exhaust & Tire:  $445.00 for this inspection (minus taxes that might have been applied), Ginman Tire Company: $778.40.  Hyslop verified this is just for inspection for $445.  Purdy confirmed.  Hyslop questioned the difference in price.  Most of it is travel distance.  Xtreme is out of Walkerville and Ginman is out of Muskegon.  Purdy knows Xtreme owner worked at Arbre Farms and did all of their maintenance and then started his own business.  Hyslop motioned to have Xtreme Exhaust & Tire to perform the truck tire inspection.  Sauser second the motion.  Voice Vote, motion carried.
Zoning Report:  Ron Smith submitted his zoning report.   One zoning permit was written.  Five permits were finished up.  Some blight clean up was completed, two dumpsters were removed, two vehicles were removed from the township.  Smith noted there were two people interested in becoming firemen for the township.  They were supposed to be at the meeting but did not show up.  Kevin Bouwkamp is going to stop mowing part of the park.  He just realized he was mowing park property so he will stop mowing that.  Hyslop said that is fine, we appreciate what he has done but it will be picked back up by the park mower.
Clerk’s Report:  Gardner presented a copy of the June Budget and graphs to show the breakdown of each category in the budget so we are all aware of the status (goal would be to be under 25%) for the first quarter.  There are some areas that are over and the budget can be amended such as taking from election dollars that won’t be used this year.  But all in all, we are doing well within our budget limits.  
Review and Pay Bills: July bills 2023 bills were presented in the amount of $15,969.01.  Motion by Walker and supported by Hyslop to approve the payment of claims as presented. Voice Vote.  Motion Carried.  
Treasurer's Report:  Walker presented the May 2023 Treasurer's Report.
Beginning Balance
Cash Receipts
Cash Disbursements
Current Balance

                                           $361,882.70
            $4,663.62                 $14,487.29         
             $352,059.03
Walker noted that 69 Transfer Station cards have been sold to date.

Supervisor’s Report:  
· Blight Grant Approval:  Hyslop stated we were awarded the Blight Grant with the Land Bank.  We have five projects, maybe six that were approved.  There will be a meeting before the 28th or 29th.  We were awarded approximately $192,000 for blight removal.
· Farm Road Project:  Hyslop has a PowerPoint presentation that was put together by Joe Collins (grant writer) which is the tool being used to present our road situation.  It was given to Senators, Representatives (anyone who will listen to us), a copy was given to Arbre Farms management and was well received. They’ve invited Hyslop back for more conversations.  It was presented to the Oceana Board of Commissioners at a meeting last Thursday and they were pleased with it.  It is the story of the farmers that have joined the Farm Road Project, what we’ve done, what we’d like accomplished.  We came up with outside bidders at $5.2 million and the road commission came up with $8.7 million.  So far there have been no negative comments from Sentators, representatives, ambassadors, or anyone we’ve talked to.  The input is they would like to see more jobs created.  Farmers will most likely buy more equipment to produce more product per acre.  The job creation will come from Arbre Farms and companies who process that and then the vendors who are outside of that.  The more product we see here sold in Meijers and stores is less product that comes from the outside countries.  This presentation helps us to get the door open to the government and give us some traction.
· Weare Township (Solar Farms & Soil Map):  Hyslop put on a presentation at Weare Township regarding Solar Farms.  There is a budget in Lansing pushing a tremendous amount of money into solar farms being placed on farm land.  The federal government is putting in proposals as well.  Something that was approved is called PILT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes).  Hyslops understanding of the bill is that the township and county have the ability to forgive the farmers for 20 years of taxes.  Hyslop showed the map created with colors of gold where Solar Farms can be added to property.  It will be loaded up onto our website for anyone to review.
Old Business:  Hylsop noted there is nothing old to review.
New Business:  
· Blight Grant:  This was talked about a little bit earlier.  Hyslop is pretty excited about that.  There is a deadline when they has to be completed.  More updates to come later.
· New Bank:  The township is going to change banks, going to move from Fifth Third to Huntington Bank.  We average about $242,000 a year at .005 interest which is about $2.55 a month.  Huntington Bank told us we would get 2% on checking and 2% on money market, with a $65 a month fee but we will end up with about $8600 a month vs about $500 from Fifth Third.  We are working with our Auditor to make sure we are doing it all correctly.  Motion to change banks was made by Sauser, Hyslop second it.  Voice Vote, Motion carried.
· Propane:  Hyslop called Fischer Propane to check into their propane costs vs. Excel (our current provider).  They stated they have a deal for Fire Departments, Townships and Counties as their way to thank us for all the things we don’t get thanked for.  They will give us propane without fees and contracts for $1.59 / gallon.  Hyslop told them he would follow up with them after our board meeting tonight.  Gardner motioned to approve changing from Excel to Fischer.  Walker second the motion.  Voice voted; motion approved.
Public Comments:  Ron Amstutz asked if he could get a copy of the Solar Farm Map.  Hyslop showed it to the group.  He stated he would have it placed on the website because it is too big to copy and could post it at the Hall as well.  A guest asked about brining, when it was going to be done again and how much it costs.  Hyslop said it costs about $1,000 a mile.  The cost has more than doubled.  The director of the Road Commission said it was because drivers wasn’t turning in their milage slips in the past.  One brining was done but another one will be done as well yet.  Not sure when it will be.  Betty Nugent mentioned the water run off that comes down the hill onto Hammett and has caused issues with the homes and church at the bottom of the hill.  Hyslop said he has had conversations with the drain commissioner on how to get the roads to drain properly and get the water to go into the ditches as they should.  But he doesn’t feel he is getting good traction with them.  But he is trying to get it addressed.
No further comments or questions.  
Motion to Adjourn at 7:50 by Sauser, Gardner second.  Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Lynn Gardner
Approved:  08/21/23

