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CRYSTAL TOWNSHIP 

Board Meeting 

May 15, 2023 

This meeting was called to order by Treasurer Walker at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance recited. 

Roll Call:  Board Members present: Lynn Gardner, Catherine Walker, Rosalie Sauser, Kyle Oomen 

ABSENT:  Lee Hyslop 

 

Guests Present: Ron Smith, Gary Gardner, Dawn Riley, Tim Scovill, John Wilson, Gary McKeen (Oceana Co. Parks), Paul Erickson 

Approval of Previous Month’s Meeting Minutes: The April 17th, 2023, Board Meeting Minutes were presented.  Motion by Sauser 

and supported by Walker to approve the April 17, 2023, Board Meeting Minutes.  Voice Vote.  Motion Carried.  

 

Changes to Agenda:   

Citizen Comments:   

Letters and Communications:   

Fire Department Report:  Fire Chief Allen Purdy reported nothing new going on.     

Zoning Report:  Ron Smith submitted his zoning report.   He wrote 1 (one) new zoning permit reported a bon fire incident on a non-

burn day.  Fire department was called to put it out. Ron has bids for the demolition of five property old buildings.  Ron removed 6 

more signs that were not permitted in the township. 

Clerk’s Report:  Lynn continues to work on the budget and updated the lay out of the budget as suggested by our new auditor.  There 

are a couple of items in our old budget layout that seem irrelevant, so we’ll remove them.   

Review and Pay Bills: May 2023 bills were presented in the amount of $10,662.77.  The monthly bill from Great Lakes Energy had not 

yet been received.  It is now available so Gardner will pay it, update the List of Checks and re-issue that to the Board members.  

Motion by Sauser and supported by Gardner to approve the payment of claims as presented. Voice Vote.  Motion Carried.   

Treasurer's Report:  Walker presented the April 2023 Treasurer's Report. 

Beginning Balance Cash Receipts Cash Disbursements Current Balance 

                                           $343,391.85             $4,538.77                  $10,268.02                        $337,662.60 

 

Supervisor's Report:  N/A (Lee’s absent this month) 

Old Business:  The Planning Commission approved the Amended Solar Ordinance.  We are waiting on wording for the Escrow Polich.  

Approval pending Escrow Policy write up.  This is tabled until our June 5th Special Meeting (see below).   

New Business:  Paul Erickson introduced Gary John Wilson for presentation of the Crystal Valley Park Redevelopment through a 

Spark Grant.  John presented information on what is involved in acquiring the Grant. Crystal Township is on track for the Grant.  An 

RFP (Request for Proposals) is to be posted in the newspaper and the Crystal Township website for bids to be given by a professional 

company to perform the requested job.  The community was asked to provide requests for the park (what they would like to see 

improved).  Several citizens provided input including new playground equipment for smaller children, removal of some of the pine 

trees to open it up and make it brighter along will elimination of pine needles on the current ball field, better storage building and 
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bathrooms, etc.  (See excerpts inserted below from letters and social media requests).  Vandalism was also a topic of discussion.  

Citizens would like to see cameras put with proper postings to help defer the vandalism.  Tim Scovill stated if we can get more people 

to come and use the park, it will show presense and hopefully also defer the vandalism. 

 The grant is not for the pond or dam improvements, only for the park and nature trails, sports fields and courts, etc.  The other issue 

is vandalism.  People need to use the park and make it more visible to show it is being used so help defer the vandals away.  The 

public would like to see cameras installed but there is a privacy issue.  Still could be something to be looked into.  Motion was made 

to Authorize for Grant Application.  Motion by Oomen, Supported by Walker.  Voice Vote.  Motion Carried.   

Paul Erickson stated the dam / pond issue is still in the works for improvements.  The County would like Crystal to have skin in the 

game and be part of the improvement process. The pond provides sea lamprey barrios for other waters.  There is a need for 

fundraisers such as Save the Dam Fund/ Fundraiser or some way to come up with money to help.  Sauser made a motion for Crystal 

Township to pay to J.E. Tiffany (Design Builder for Crystal Valley Dam Remediation Project) $2,400 for the plan submittal as 

presented to the Board for agreement of services.  Supported by Walker.  Voice Vote.  Motion Carried.   

 The Board will need to have a special meeting on June 5th to review the bids and approve the best bid.  Deadline for the Grant 

application is June 26th so the next few weeks are important and will be on a fast track to make the necessary things happen.  John is 

offering his services to help make this happen in the time frame needed.  Also Motion by Oomen and supported by Walker to plan 

the Special Meeting on June 5th at 7:00 p.m. 

No further comments or questions.  Motion to Adjourn at 7:50 by Walker, Sauser second.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lynn Gardner 
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Comments to above Facebook Posting: 

 

 

 


