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InThe Shadow Of Change

By Chris R. Martin

It was only three weeks until our grad-
uation, but our minds were not on the
upcoming event. Some of my close friends
and I went camping, drank and saluted
the end of the war. We now realized the
conflict would not suck us in and spit
out our remains the way it had many of
another generation. "So now the war
is over?! ##¥ it Let's party!" And
so we did, into the wee hours of that
warm May night near Pena 3lanca Lake.

‘e were in the graduating class of
1975. Some of our friends graduating
in 1976 felt the same as we did-a
sense of relief and, in a strange way,
indifference., e did not care who had
won or lost the war. We were just glad
it had ended.

My schooling had begun the same year
John' Kennedy's brains were splattered;
the shave of things to come. I remember
being upset because all the Saturday
cartoons had been pre-empted for the
pre-funeral show. I had no idea who the
president was until the day he died.

On the radio the Four Seasons had a hit
called "Rag Doll." The drum beat in the
song reminded me of the drum beat during
the funeral.

By the time I was in third grade the
world began to make its presence known.
One of our class projects that year was
to write letters to the soldiers in
Vietnam and give them our support. We
had to look to find out where Vietnanm
was., Frankly, it was really about the
first time I had heard there was a war
going on in that country. It was finally
being called a war.

A year later we began to hear that not
everyone supported the war and there were
anti-war demonstrations on college
campuses and in cities across the country,
places like Berkeley, Madison, New York
City and even Tucson. I remember a friend
telling me his dad thought all those
against the war should either leave the
country or be put before a firing squad.

From a kid's point of view, such talk
seemed rash. After all, if this was war,
why wasn't it like World War II? We
had heard so much about that great war
and of the support the people of this
country gave to the war effort.

Not this war! Ve were to0ld how it
was a guerrilla war. We had never heard
the term before and so imagined hairy
"gorillas” running around with guns.
Slowly we began to comprehend what
teachers and parents were telling us.

Horror stories reached us about the
Vietcong and how those "bastard" communists
would sneak up on our boys and cut their
heads off with piano wire. We thought

-of communism like the flu or measles,

something you did not want to catch.

Government reports and what we saw
were two different things! We saw
planes drop bombs, wvillages burn, people
crying and dying while we ate our dinners.
We saw the demonstrations go from peace-
ful events tc riots, heard about ghettos
burning and psoole being shot.

Slowly the war over there was replaced
with the one at home. By the time I
was in fifth grade places like Detroit,
newark and Watts had all felt the heat
of burning buildings and the streets had
been tainted with the blood of humans.
New words like hippie, tear gas, long
hair and acid entered our vocabulary.
I remember hearing about people taking
acid and not understanding why anyone
wanted to burn their insides out.

By 1968, the split in the country had
become painfully obvious. Martin
Luther King and another Kemnedy were
shot. We were beginning to become
accustomed to all this shooting, but
we no longer knew the America that we
had been taught about. We lived in
one country and heard about another.

I was beginning to think the latter
had never existed. .

I recall hearing about Chicago and the
ugly riots there. My father and I had
been in Chicago the summer before and
it had seemed so peaceful. Yet here
were all these people being beaten and
tear gassed in the same areas we had
been not one year before. GZzverything
had changed.

In 1969 I was in sixth grade and our
favorite song was "Hair." e were all
starting to grow it longer and also
wore peace signs. I recall one of my
friends telling me the sign was for all
those people who had perished in Hitler's
camps. I did not know it had been a
ban-the~-bomb sign from the 1950s.

The war was still going on, but it
had become so much a part of our lives
that we paid little attention to it.
The country had changed and so had we.
iMaybe the war would just go away. Nixon
jokes had become popular, dbut most of
my friends supported him.

e had about a month left in seventh
grade when we heard the news about the
Kent State shootings. More of the same,
only now instead of politicians getting
rubbed out, it was students. The whole
country seemed to go "stark raving mad”
and even my friends were wearing black
arm bands and hating Nixon. I remember
asking my father if there was really
going to be a revolution. He ignored
me at first and finally said, "no."

Tn 1972 I was a Treshman in Nigh school
and went to my first (and second to last)
anti-war march. The protest was in memory
of those students who had died at Kent
State University two years before. My
friends and I ditched school, partied,
and then went home.

That fall my friend Terry and I went
to the state fair in Thoenix. As we
were touring booths in the Veterans
Memorial Coliseum we came across the
Marine Recruiting Station. There was
a lone NCO standing there being iznored.
Two booths up was a group we had heard
of called Vietnam Veterans Against the
il2r. They had photos of the conflict
that made our skins crawl; victures of
dead babies and such. ¥We looked at
those pictures and the faces of the
long-haired veterans and then at the
tlarine. I guess he could see the
disgust-or maybe it was hate-in our
eyes because he looked away.

In January of 1973 I went to my last
orotest. The march was led by VVAY
menbers and went from Reid Park to the
entrance gate of Davis-ilonthan Air Force
Base. That same day Nixon was sworn in
for a second term. 4 week later peace
was made in Vietnam and our country
existed from the war, so to speak.
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Fragments

4 measure has been introduced in
Congress to create an Air Force Reserve
7ing to detect and track down snugglers.
The provosed unit would utilize both
airplanes and helicopters to locate
those attempting to bring drugs into
the United States from Central and
Squth America. If the proposal is
adovted, civilian law versonnel will
make any necessary arrests.

The Veterans Administration is again
changing the nethod of verifying atten=-
dance to reduce educational overpayments
under ?hg GI Bill. Attendance will now
be verified on a2 monthly basis rather
than quarterly and vayments will be made
on}y after verification is received.

Thls change affects those Vets and bene-
ficiaries enrolled in farm cooperatives,
0JT programs, voc-tech schools and other
non-college degree certification programs.
> Keith W, Nolan, author of 3attle For
Hue: T3IT 1968, is seeking VietVets of
the First larine Division and AMERICAL
Division who served in the Arizona Val-
ley-Que Son lountains-Hup Duc Vally.
area during the summer of 1969. He
wants to interview these Vets for a
third book on Vietnam.  Write him at
220 Kingsville Ct., Jebster Groves,

10 63119 or call (31k4) 961-7577.

Title 5 of the United States Code
ensures Veterans preference in federal
hiring for »ersons who served on active
duty during a war or in a campaign/expe-
dition for which a badge is authorized.
Those who participated in Lebznon and
Grenada are the latest to qualify. The
bgg}nplpg date of Lebanon campaign medal
eigibility is August 20, 1982, with no
?utoff date currently established. The
irmed Forces ZTxpeditionar iledal for Gre-
nada service begins Cctober 23, 1983,
and ends November 21, 1983,

. The 151st Infantry Association
(W9I,IT,Vietnanm) will hold a reunion
Seprtember 21-22 in inderson, Indizna.
Contact Zee lortz, 5607 Columbus ‘Ave.,
‘nderson, I 46015, for further nfor-
mation.

v s a0

101st radio Research Company (Vn)
members are planning a gathering this
Fall, Zeptember 4-6, in Nyrtle 3each,
South Carolina. Contact rerson is
Paige lawyer, Lk16 Highmarket Street,
Georzetovm, 3C 29440.
3wedish Agent Crange studies have
been largely discounted by the US Govern-
ment for years, but the Veterans Admini-
stration has discovered them anew!
These research efforts indicate the pos-
sibility of a connection between phenoxy
exposure and rare forms of cancer-sofi
tissue sarcoma. Now, both the VA and
the Armed Forces Institute of Pathol-
ogy are conducting independent studies
in this area. Collection of data has
already begun and a final report is due
in June, 1986. 1
A catalog of available Vietnam ‘ar
literature is now available from the
Vietnam 3ookstore, owned and operated
by VietVet Tom Hebert. For a free
catalog, simply write:
The Vietnam 3ookstore
20 Box 122 ‘
Collinsville, CT 06022
The National Vietnam Veterans Net-
work has been established to put you in
touch with special services, products,
information, resources and advice from
other Vietnam Zra Vets. The Network
connects talents, skills and abilities
of Vietira Vets (1959-75) to give all
a stronger advantage. If you are in-
+erested or need more information, call
1-800-826-6868 or write:
HVVI
2300 W 1890 J Nl
“ashington, DC 20027
VietVet Bikers-a motorcycle club
has begun and already possesses over
thirty chapters and 1300 members na-
tionwide. Interested!! ‘rite %o
“Zrenchie" ¢/o VietVots 1/C, 3ox 351,
South Houston, TX 77857.

CRCI S

‘The US ¥Mint has made madals avail-
able that are replicas of the broncze
vieces Congress authorized oresented to
Southeast Asian MIA/PCYW families. The
medal, #678 in the iiint Catalog, can be
ordered by mail for 152,25 by writing:

The US Mint

Box 560

Philadelphia, P& 19105

By Chuck Hovey

The National Salute II Committee
is soliciting help to eradicate debts
on their books. As many know, this
group coordinated the events culmi-
nating on November 11, 1984, with the
éedication of the Vietnam Veéterans
Memorial Statue. 3Salute II vins are .
being offered to Chapters for 31.50.
They may be ordered by making checks/
money orders payable to National Sa-
lute II and sent to:

George 3ullivan, Director

National Salute II

801 18th St., NW

viashington, DC 20006

For those who always wondered,

US4 ™CDAY reports 56 million potholes
in the US road system-an average of 29
per mile. Ohio leads the pack with
6,893,939 which equates to 78.4 per
mile and an estimated repair cost of
36,000,000, Tor those driving to

the National VVA Convention in Detroit,
tiichigan needs an estimated $3,900,000
to cover filling 1,710,512 holes-34.3
ver mile. The moral of the story-rent
an ATC in Ohio and a 4X4 for the con-
vention. 3y the way, Arizona has gnly
236,454 potholes averaging 10.2 ver
mile/31,200,000 to revair. Apparently
the USa TODAY staff has never driven
dowm Alvernon!

. Thomas X. Turnage, Selective Service
Director, announced registrations of
draft-eligible young men rose from a
total of 11,929,865 on March 31, 1984,
to a Saptember 30, 1984 figure of
12,913,000. He claims registration
is ¢87%; a figure widely disputed by
other zroups and Consress. The Pre-
sident supvoris reactivation of the
draf® and 2 bill has been introduced
in Jonzgress seeking to install a
broacened National Service. HNational
Zegrwvice would offer 21l yroung men and
wonten the orrortunity of choice to serve
in a service orzanization, i.e. Publie
Health Zervice, VISTA, ACRICH, =te.

in improving economy has taken the
eazerness of enlisting out of many young
imaricans, but the Pentagon is on record
saying the last thing desired ig a re-
turn to the draft. The recruiting num-
bers are zZood, but a recently released
Sentagon study indicated the percent=-
aze of males, ages 16-21, polled on
propensity towards military service has
dropved. In 1982-83, the figure was
355 of those tasked, but 1984 indicated
only 29% considered the armed forces.
The baby-boom generation is drying uv,
but Tentagon demographers still indi-
cate a draft is not needed. The problem,
however, is not quantity, but quality
as fewer high school graduates opt for
nilitary service.

3eginning June 1, 1985, US military
bases will begin complying with the
drinking age laws of the state in which
the installation resides. ©Only three
exceptions will be made to this policy:
remote locations where there are no
private cars; cases where health and.
safety would be endangered; and speglal
"non-routine® occasions to mark a mili-
tary holiday such as the birthday of 2
service, etc. As of September 30, 1984,
servicemembers under under age 21 num-
bered roughly 399,000 out of a_total
strength of 2.1 million on active duty.

#3%#%BILLS TO WATCH¥ =

HR 83--Revises the formula for the pay-
ment of devendency and indgmnity
compensation (DIC) to surv1ving
spouses of Vets who die on active
duty or service-connected disa-
bility.

H2 178-Zliminates the time period in
which a Vietnam Zra Vet @as
+to use educational beneflts.

{2 180~Provides for the payment of
service vpensions to WWI Vets and
+the surviving spouses and chil-
dren of such Veterans.

H2 242-DRCVIDES ASSUMPTION OF SZRVICE
CONZCTION FOR THZ OCCURRENCZ

OF T30 IN VZTORANS WHO SIRVZED
Iy 30UTHEAST A3IA DURRENG TH=
VIZTNAK ZRA.
£05-Improve livery of health
A2 Eggéogé§v§ggsd§y thejVA.

.
e
28]

The Annual First Cavalry Divsion
Association Reunion will be held Jlugust
1-l4, 1985, at Fort Hood, Texas. Contact
is MAJ Zowell L. Day, ACofS, G-z ICD,
Fort Hood, TX 76545, (817) 287-9229.
Zarly registration is recommended!

The Vietnam Helicopter Pilots
Association is gathering July 4-6,
in Astro Village, Houston, Texas.
tore information is available from
+he association, Box 35699, Phoenix,

A7 85069,

2ssigned or attached to the Third
liarine Divsion, Don Decamara wants you
+o contact him c¢/o. The Third Marine
Association, 36 Oak In The Wood, Daytona
Beach, L 32019.

The 101st Airborme Division issn:
is offering a history of that unit,
entitled Rendezvous With Destiny, for
$14.00 postage included. The book is
hard cover, 860 pages, illustrated and
available from the Association, PO Box
101 4B, Parchment, MI 49004.

AMSRICAL Divsion Veterans will
meet June 6-9, 1985, in Hyannis, lMassa-
chusetts. The coordinator is Joseph
Marotta, . Schooner Pass, 6 Ships View
Terrace, Bourne, MA 02532.

Hairline cracks ranging from one to
six inches have been found on eight of
the 140 sections of the Vietnam Veterans
Yemorial. A spokesman stated the frac-
tures do not pose a threat to the liemorial
and appropriate contractor contacts have
been made.

House Joint Resolution 20 has been
introduced %o designate the week begin-
ning November 11, 1985, as National vomen
Veterans Recoznition Week.

For those interested in Australia/
liew 22aland's contributions to the Vietnanm
Jar and resultatnt oroblems, etc., please
feel free to write:

Vietnam Veterans Action Assn

37 Swanston Street

V.zlbourne, Victoria, Australia

sustralian Jar Memorial
0 3Bax 345

Canberra City ACT 2601
2ustralia

imiversity of Sydney
Parramatta Road
Sydney 2000 N3V
tustralia

New Zealand ilinistry of Defense

Private 3Bag

Wlellington, Mew Zealand

A map showing where herbicides were
sorayed can be obtained by writing to:

National Technical Information Ctr

5285 Port Royal Road

Zopringfield, VA 22161

(703) 487-4650

icquisition Ho. ADA-090056

HZR33 Tape Printout

Last year, the VA purchased over 8
billion in goods and services from out-
side sources. Vietnam Zra and disabled
Vets who have small businesses and may
be interested in selling goods and ser-
vices to the VA should write to:

Franco Bejosa (005C)

0fc of Small/Disadvantaged Businesses

810 Vermont Avenue, NV

Washington, DC 20420
The Veterans Health Care Act of 1984,
2ublic Law 98-5 28:

*Directs the VA to establish PTSD pro-
zrans and to train staff in the causes,
diagnosis and treatment of PISD.

#Requires the VA to establish a “Special
Committee on PTSD" +to study the VA's
capacity to provide proper diagnosis
2nd *reatment of PTSD. :

*Requires the VA to establish a "Nation-
al Center on PTSD" for research, train-
ing and exchange of information regard-
ing the disorder.

#Calls for a study to develop alternative
aporoaches to furnish health care to
Vets living far from VA Medical Centers.

TIDBITS~-=-=56 Canadian Volunteers zave

their lives in Vietnam serving with the

US Armed Forces---431 of the nearly

2,500 MIA/P0Ws were lost in the waters

off the coast of Vietnam--~207% of the

550,000 Vietnam ira deserters had served

tours in Vietnam and were scheduled to

return.
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From the Top

I know the elections are a long way off,
but this will give you plenty of time

to think about them. All members should
ask themselves, "Do I want to assume any
responsibility or is there someone I
think is more qualified to assume re-
sponsibility for directing this Chapter.
Unlike the military, our democratic
vrocess allows .us to choose the people
we want to lead us. If you recall in
the last elections, most of the officers
who were el®cted ran unopposed. Hope-
fully in the upcoming elections there
will be a larger field of candidates to
choose from. There's an old saying:

"If you don't vote, don't bitch." The
same orinciple applies when it comes to
selecting candidates.

Jim Randall
President, 106 -

OUR TREASURER IS LOOKING FOR
A FEW GOOD IDEAS

For fund-raising, that is!

The treasury is at the lowest level
it has been in one year! There are
monthly obligations to be met-the news-
paver and telephone bill to mention a
few. 30, if any members have ideas for
fund-raising, please share yours with
me. I will also gratefully accept any
donations to the treasury.

Money is blood for us, so if you
can , please help Chapter #106 %o sus-
tain its ongoing projects and also to
expand its activities. Just about
every member has an idea for something
s/he would like to see the chapter do
or some new direction s/he would like
the organization take. BUT IT TAKES
HONEY: I know that many members simply
do not have the time to participate in
various chavter activities, but if you
want fo be a big help or if you would
like to do more, consider helping the:
ch?pter treasury. You would be doing
a lot.

John K. Paulus
Treasurer, Chapter 106

IN AND FOR BROTHERHOOD

3y 3an Glessinger

HEADS UP PrOPLE!
The VVA Food Bank is on line.

For about a pemny a day for
the VVA Food 3ank, you can provide
a can of soup to a fellow Veteran
or perhaps his/her family in a
months time.

‘Remembers "The true greatness of
a nation is founded on principles of
humanity." Thomas Paine

For more information please call
747-7532 and ask for Dan, or just
drop your can of food off at Gene
Zabel, phone 326-2038,

CASA GRANDE SITE OF NEW VVA CHAPTER

Tucson Chapter #106 extends a hardy
WELCOME ABOARD to newly designated VVaA
Chapter 7183 in the beautiful city of
Casa Grande, Arizona. Chapter status
was achieved after a great deal of hard
work by these Vets and their sights are
already set on a myriad of public-
spirited projects. The citizens of
this rapidly growing city have fully
supported Vietnam Vets in past activities
and their enthusiasm has already
become a primary characteristic of
Chapter #183. Drop the new chapter a
line of welcome at 413 =. Fifth
Street, Casa Grande, AZ 85222. Again,
VWELCOME ABOARD!
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QUOTE TO REMEMBER

"The people in the long run are going
to do.more to promote peace than our go-
vernment. 1Indeed, I think that the peo-
ple want peace so much thaf one of these
days government better get ouit of their
way and let -them have it.”

Dwight Zisenhower

STATE COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA
ARIZONA STATE COUNCIL

RESOLUTION

THE VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA'S
FOREIGN POLICY DECISION MAKING
AND

FOREIGN POLICY STATEMENTS

Whereas, it is essential to safeguard against the duplication of any ineffective
foreign policy which has failed in the past as a result of its lack of
specific objectives and the support of the mainstream populous; and

Whereas, the Vietnam Veterans of America realizes its ability and obligation to
add its unique perspective in the shaping of future foreign policy issues,
with respect to that past; and

Whereas, historically, the committment of military aid has lead to direct
military incursion; and

Whereas, the efforts of both Congressional or Independent Fact Finding Missions
of the past have failed to provide assurances of the delegation's safety; and

Whereas, the quality of the information gathered through Fact Finding Trips
remain, at best, suspect; and

Whereas, those conclusions developed as a result of such trips have too often
been ignored; and A

Whereas, the reverberations of foreign policy issues are better echoed in the
halls of Congress, than the jungles of Central America or the deserts of
the Middle East; therefore be it

Resolved, that any authorization for "Fact Finding Trips' by or in behalf of
The Vietnam Veterans of America, to anywhere, at anytime, be denied; and
be it further ;

Resolved, that any and all foreign policy positions in the name of the Vietnam
Veterans of America be drafted by the National Board of Directors, and
withstand the scrutiny and approval of the State Councils and Chapters,
prior to any external release; and be it

Resolved, finally, that once said position is formulated and representative of
the Vietnam Veterans of America, et al, an aggressive lobbying campaign
be conducted on Capitol Hill.
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VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA
ARIZONA STATE COUNCIL

RESOLUTTON
THE VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA'S SOUTHEAST ASIAN TRIPS

Whereas, resolutions G-9 (The Amerasian Children), V-3 (On-site Agent Orange
Research), and V-10 (The Missing in Action/Prisoner of War [MIA/POW] issue)
were passed by the voting delegates at the 1983 National Convention of the
Vietnam Veterans of America; and
Whereas, these issues are of the utmost concern to the members of the Vietnam
Veterans of America;- and
Whereas, direct visitations were then the most immediate and most effective means
in which to encourage the expansion of government to government dialogue
of these issues; and
Whereas, recognition for progress in these areas is. granted to the Vietnam
Veterans of America for its bold initiatives and approach; and
Whereas, the direct or indirect results of visitations on the part of the
Vietnam Veterans of America have yielded an understanding, flexible dialogue
between the governments of Vietnam and the United States on a regular basis; and
Whereas, the furtherance of such direct contact with the government of Vietnam
could be misconstrued as both interference in this normal process, as well as
divisive among the membership of the Vietnam Veterans of Ameica; therefore be it

Resolved, that the Vietnam Veterans of America immediately halt any and all
scheduled or projected trips to that region known to all as Southeast Asiaj;
and be it further

Resolved, that the Vietnam Veterans of America, National, State and Chapter,
immediately initiate meaningful public awareness programs aimed at keeping
our organization in the forefront of seeking solutions to these issues;
and be it further

Resolved, that the Vietnam Veterans of America use its unique influence to
encourage the furtherance of the talks between the governments of Vietnam
and the United States, offering to each this organization's willingness to
rescue progress, should talks breakdown; and be it

Resolved, finally, that the Vietnam Veterans of America direct all its time,
energy and funds to securing an improved quality of life for those "At Home"
veterans, as stated in the "Purpose' portion of our Constitution and Bylaws
and those remaining resolutions adopted and ratified at our 1983 National
Convention.
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POW/MIA Update

SOME PEOPLZ CAN'T LET GO OF VIETNAM.
Most of us left it behind with Woodstock,
Kent State, and Watergate. But for some,
Vietnam is still an everyday nightmare.
That's because nearly 2,500 Americans
are still missing in Vietnam, 2,500
people who disappeared, leaving
questions in their place.

Over the years since we left the
conflict, hundreds of firsthand
sightings by refugees and others
report Americans still alive in Vietnan,
Laos, and Cambodia. Growing older
day to day in prison camps, while
Hanoi denies knowledge of them.

Other reports. confirm bodies being held
for ransom by that same Hanoi government.

Meantime, their wives and families
live frozen in time. Not knowing
whether to remarry. To move ahead.

Or to hang onto hope.

Now, i/ashington has finally admitted
some Of the missing could still be
alive. But the of government turn
slowly. You can help speed them up.
drite your senator or congressman at the
following address:

(Name of Senator)

U.S. Senate

#ashington D.C. 205I0

(Name of Representative)

U.5. House of Representatives

Washington D.C. 20515

irite letters to the editors of local
papers in an effort to draw public
attention to the missing men. :

Cr write the VYietnamese Ambassador to
the United Nations at the following
address: ) ]

Vietnamese Ambassador

United Nations

20 Waterside Plaza

New York, New York 10010

Let Hanoi Xnow that this time Americans
are together on the question of Vietnam.
ind that we want out. Completely.
AMZRICANS ARE 3TILL IN VIZTNAM. LZT'S
G=T THzM OUT.

Recent Statistics:

Total returned POWS by March 1973
Homecoming, from the following
areas:s

Horth Vietnam 555 servicemen
; 28 civilians
(civilians inciuded 23 Americans,

2 rhilippines, 1 Canada, and
2 Jdest Germany (1 female))

North Vietnam (died in captivity):
sh servicemen and 13 civilians
(includes6 civilian women)

Laos 7 servicemen

3 civilians

Laos did not indicate any deaths
of military or civilian while in
captivity.

Total returned by March 1973: 660

Documented letters indicate that the
United States was becoming involved in
Southeast Asia as early as 1941.

The first PO%Ws in Southeast Asia
were two civilians, John T. Downey and
Richard Fecteau. They were captured
on 11/29/52, when their aircraft was
shot down over China. They were prisonsrs
of the Chinese government until Mr. Fecteau
was released on 1;/13 71 and Mr. Downey
was released on 3/12/73.

The last known POWs captured in South-
east Asia were three civilians (1 female/
whose yacht was taken over by the South
Vietnamese on 5/15/79. They were later
released on 7/2/79.

At the end of March 1973 Homecoming,
there were 2500 missing servemen.

Of this count, Arizona has 27 missing
men, the highest is California with
250 missing, and the lowest is the
Virgin Island with 1 missing man.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions to the Viet Vet Monsoon Tribune are now
available at the incredibly low rate of $5 per year.
Fi11 in the coupon below and send a check or money
order payable to VVA Chapter 106 care of this news-

letter.
NAME

Since Homecoming, 99 remains have
been returned: 93 from Vietnam, 3
from resistance sources, 2 from China,
and 1 from Laos.

The total "2500" is incorrect. Various
members of tho National League of ramilies
are being contacted for help from individ-
uals whose man does not appear on the
wall or on the State Department Iists.

I have personal knowledge of one family
searching for information about their
loved one. They have been denied any
information as it is "classified.”

Basic knowledge is their loved one
served as a military advisor with the
U.S. Army. On 3/16/62, his aircraft
carrying a crew of 97 disappeared:!

The reported count as of 9/4/8k4, is
2483. This includes 16 civilians
(1 female). ; .

To date, there is only one serviceman
still listed as POiW:

Major Charles E. Shelton, U.S.A.F.

Date of Incident: 4/29/65

Aircraft: RF101C i

Area: Laos

Since the U.S. Government has always
carried Major Shelton as a POW, makes
you wonder why they haven't negotiated
to get this man home!?

WE, INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY,
ARE THEIR COUNTRY. WHAT PART WILL YOU
PLAY IN THEIR REPATRIATION?

Eleanor D. Reitz, sister
Major Victor J. Apodaca; USAF
MIA North Vietnam June 8, 1967

Darts *
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## Mr., E4 Paulus, his son John and Adams

Chevrolet of Norman, Oklahoma, for
donating an IBM typewriter to the
MONSCON TRTIBUNZ Staff. The VVA salutes
youll!!

## David Stockman, Office of Management
and Budget Chief, for ordering all
VA testimony be written and :hen
screened by the OMB before any VA
testimony besfore Congress.

% Doug Xreutz, TUCSON CITIZEN, gave us
a well written and thought provoking
article about a VietVet who is making
it-our own Frank Gonzalez. Thank you,
Doug, for your professionalism and
you become the model for other jour-
nalists to follow.

*# Zya Hoya, Vet Center Director. The
Vets Seminar was ejected from the Vet
Center on Monday nights, but nary an
official word, visit, or returned phone
call from the Director. Is communica-
tions being replaced by PROFESSIONAL-
ZATION?

++ Marie 3Babcolt and The Arizona Families

of WIA/FQYs for their recent donation
to the Svirit of 106. We'll bring
them home together!
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VFW VIETVET POST OUSTED

Veterans of Foreign Wars Commander-In-
Chief Billy Ray Cameron, a Vietnam
Veteran, revoked Post 5888's charter
on March 18, 1985, "for failure to
comply” with national bylaws. The
Santa Cruz, California post had adop-
ted a resolution critical of United
States involvement in Central America
last April which was in direct conflict
with a VFW national position. N

The 67-member post opposes the Kans
City based VFW headquarters’ call to
restore "American primacy” in Latin
America and instead favors self-
determination with the threat of
United States intervention. Scant
attention was given the measure until
four post members began "fact-finding"
missions and one, Bill Watkins, delivered
a copy of the Resolution to Nicaraguan
officials. Additionally, Watkins
conveyed a message that "not all veterans
agree with the Reagan Administration.”
Commander Cameron immediately suspended
the post for 60:.days in January pending
an investigation, but may have violated
bylaws himself by never personally
neeting with postmembers as mandated
by the same bylaws before a charter
can be cancelled,

Richard Anderson, Post 5888 commander,
which was founded two years ago, said
his group would fight the charter
revocation until "every last table and
flag is forcibly removed from our
building. e don't believe the law
supports the concept of a gag order and
that is the basis of our challenge."

An attorney for the post said he had
filed a writ of mandate on March 19 in
Superior Court to bloeck VFVW National
from enforcing the charter revocation
and conficating the post’'s money, flags
and other property. A judge ruled the
same day the VF// must show by April 18
why it took action against the post.

In an official statement released by
VFYW in Kansas City, Camera stated he
had no choice but to revoke the charter.

"I fully recognize the right of
individuals to speak out on issues of
concern," Cameron said. "However,
elements of the organization must
abide by the mandate of the national
convention, myself included.™

The nost attorney, Z=ric Schenk,
disagreed by saying, "There is nothing |
in the bylaws that forbids a local post
from passing a resolution that does not
conform to one passed by the National
Convention."”

The courts will be the final deciding
voice on this question, but another
major problem looms over the controversy.

Cameron believes his actions will not
discourage Vietnam Veterans from
joining the Veterans of Foreign vars.
Post Commander Anderson, 37, said he
feels it could shake up the conservative
2.1 million-member organization.

"I do see a fundamental change among
men (and women) our age who would like
the VFW to do something for peace,”
Anderson said. The imbroglio, how-
ever, has gone beyond Califormnia with
reactions from many Veterans and
organizations alike. :

Mike Leaveck, of the Vietnam Veteran
of America, was quoted saying the VFW
"Is really stifling debate that is
necessary for the country." Some VFV
menbers like Leo Austin, Post 1114 in
Zvansville, Indiana, feels Post 5888
"got a raw deal." Austin, a -Veteran of
both Korea and Vietnam, continued by
pointing out "the reason we fight wars
is so we can have the right to (voice)
feelings about policies of our govern-
ment."

llelvin Cohen is the former commander of
Post 10203 in VWest Madison, ‘/isconsin,
said he has hard feelings about the VFW
revoking their charter 14 years ago for
their position on Vietnam.

"I don't see how a few guys in Kansas
City (VFW HQ) can take away a post's
rights.” .

It's this issue the courts will decide.




Chuck’s Realm
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Yzars zzo0, my Grandparents instillied
in me an incessant desire to continually
seek xnowledge; wisdom laced with z very
valuable ingredient, common sense. The
definition of education was not confined
to a classroom, but extended to the en-
tirety of our environment and i%s inha-
bitants. Part of this early training
was the readinz and comprehension of
ideas not varticularly attractive nor
conducive; in fact, boring, "not rele-
vant," and with many, offensive. Later
the purvose was understood-communication
is easier if you understand the culture
and ideas where someone is coming from.
I was fortunate to have this early devel-
opment, but whether it is this or the
heightened sensitivity which came after
the military, there are areas which con-
cern me dseply.

Heightened sensitivity can be attrib-
uted to a variety of things, but mine
seems to spring into action whenever some
of the more common discriminatory cliches
or attitudes expose themselves among
Vietnam Era Veterans. Let me give you
a few things to consider by group:
VIZTNAM ZRA VITERANS-Over 8,000,000
men and women served during the Vietnam
Zra and of this figure 3,000,000 were
in Southeast isia. That means more +than
5,000,000 servicemembers were scattered
from the United States to Greenland,
Germany, Libya, Korea and The Bering
3traits among other locations. Vietnam
Zra Vets paid their dues just like the
in-country servicemembers and lived on
the thin line between orders to Nam, an
increasingly nervous military and a
Zrowing anti-military attitude. Yet,
some liam Vets seem to feel and articulate
these "Gorrett Troovers" had it made
-and accordingly, feel dominant with their
Scutheast Asian exveriences. The Vietnam
Zra Vet retreats into anonymity, fully
frustrated by the lack of respect towards
their service and expressions. Vietnam
was vart of the total Zra experience;
the most tragic and thus memorable, per-
hars. Very few of us take the time to
3t0v, listen and understand what these
men and women were put through and the
resultant effect. ‘e need to explore
the "big picture" and comprehend how
a Korea N2 Vet féels when his duty
is denigrated. An exodus into the
closet a2nd a feeling of minor import-
ance in the whole Zra is their reward
for service. ithout them, VietVets
would have been hard put to survive as
long as we did and the gratitude needs
to be extended. ielcome lome, Vietnan
ekl Vamss B ERY

inority Vets still ssem to feel
outside of the general activity.
whether we likxe to admit it or not,
some old prejudices still linger on
and appear in both word and deed.
These unfortunate manifestations are
not difficult to observe or hear; just
hard to understand. These varticular
Vets, whether ethnic or religious groups,
are needed to help the rest of us under-
stand their experiences, sacrifices and
vain; hence, our own. ithere are they?
These men and women are out there wait-
ing for a flicker of "perceived" ac-
ceptance. The VVA is open to all Viet-
nam tra Vets and those who served in
Indochina irrespective of the time;
male/female, race, creed, national ori-
zin, religion, all nonwithstanding.
Indeed, this organization, like the war,
is equal opportunity: Zach chapter,
however, must take a step forward to
let these servicemembers know we care
3s a body of peorle regardless of the
seeningly omnipresent contrary individ-
ual viewpoints. Prejudice will probably
always exist in some form, but we, as
individuals and members, do not have to
silently acquiesce nor tolerate these
attitudes. ‘hen the welcome is per-
ceived, the true learning will begin.
Communication is needed desperately
with 211 brothers and sisters, but
tradition seems to be holding us back.
Let's begin now---Yelcome Home, Brothers
and Sisters:

Women Veterans seem to be caught
somewhere between acceptance, alienation
and hostility. They have been taken for
granted, mistreated and seen their ex-
periences regarded as relatively unimpor-
tant. Upon their return from service,
many were relegated to society's tradi-
tional role for women. Now they are
struggling to regain the sense of impor-
tance once held while working within
their given military profession. Vietnam
was a classless war, yet individuals of
both genders cling tenaciously to endless
rhetoric and avoid coming together. ien

and Jomen Veterans need to come together
to develop a mutual understanding not
only for themselves, but for all and the
future. Just as some men will -have to
concede the invaluable contributions of
women, some women must reciprocate by
admitting there are men who do understand
where they are coming from. The respect
and dignity shared by the majority of
both is overshadowed by the excessive
hyverbole continually reiterated by the
minority. The result is simply the
alienation of many individuals who are
already trying or have already heightened
their consciousness. It is past the time
to come out of the closet! Welcome Home,
iiomen Veterans:

Snouses and devendents did not, as
some commonly believe, have it so ezasy
either. The endless days of waiting;
the fsar of a zreen/blue car with zn
officer and HCO filled all with anxiet:

syond descrivption. Dealing with mili-
tary bureaucracy is an experience every
servicemember came to verbalize about,
but the spouse was nearly outside the
vaunted system. 3/he often had to car-
ry the efforts in a stranze system all
by him/herself. Spcuses wsre predomi-
nantly women and very little of their
story is being told. Dealing with a
predominantly male-oriented military in
the same tyvpe of society while, perhaps,
caring for children would tax the pati-
ence of many of the most macho males.
Horror stories sxist of many spouses
ejected from military housing after
their sponsors were declared MIy/POW
during the Vietnam Jar. The paychecks
stovped and so did the official con-
cern for their welfare. Ilale spouses,
very much in the minority, were largely
‘ignored and zenerally regarded as an
abberation. J3upport was hard to find
on military bases, i.e. NCC and Officer
Vives Clubs, and many came to be re-
‘Zarded with the same suspicion as those
"civilians." The obvious point to con-
sider is the military was servicemember
oriented varticularly when it came to
dealing with families and when that
individual was absent, the spouse was
only ziven a vartial amount of authority
to function with. Deaths, vrisoner of
war, missing in action, ete., status
only meant grief and the end of the
road. It is the type of story we all
need to hear and the time has come.
«nere are they and where are we???
Welcome Home, Spouses and Dependents!

There are many others we need to
openly welcome. The moral is a need
exists to educate each other partic-
ularly in those areas which long and
widely held dogma need to be challenged.
All Veterans organizations need to quit
talking about cherished social precevts
and do it! Reach out and touch someone
with your sensitivity and understanding.
Until we do this, this organization,
like many others, will never reazlize the
dream yearned for and we Xnow we are
different. ©Perhaps the best way to end
this is by simply asking----what typve
of legacy will you and the VV4 leave
your children?

MEMORIAL FUNDS APPROVED!

The State of Arizona may be the
first in this country to appropriate
state funds for a Vietnam Veterans
Memorial. On February 20, 1985,
Governor Bruce Babitt signed into law
the final amended version of SB-1028,

a bill appropriating $250,000 towards
building a2 monument in Phoenix bearing
the names of 613 Arizona Viet Vets who
died in the conflict and 27 more who
are missing in action.

The original version of the bill
was introduced by Senator West and
Casa Grande Representative and Vva
Member Jim Hartdegen. The bill passed
through.the legislature with the under-
standing that these funds were only a
loan to be repayed through private dona-
tions. I

Many of our legislature were uncom-
fortable with this outcome and felt that
the state should pay outright for the
memorial. Senator John Hayes finally
introduced an amendment to fund the
entire project and no dissenting votes
were tallied. The state is still seeking
donations to pay back this large amount
of money along with maintenance costs.

With these funding concerns solved,
Rep. Jim Hartdegen and the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Board have now interviewed
and sdiected out of a field of five final-
ists, the artist who will cast the memor-
ial-Jasper 4'Ambrosi of Phoenix. The
bronze status will be situated on a hill
within Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza and
will be partially encircled by ten re-
flective black columns of granite bearing
the names-reminiscent of "The Wall."

The Board is working from the lists
put out by the Departiment of Defense,
KIA/MIAs from the Vietnam War and other
sources. THEY NEED CONFIRMATION OR
INFORMATION ON THESE NAMES FROM FAMILY
MEMBERS. Please call 255-1700 or write
to the Arizona Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Board, 700 ‘iest Campbell, Ste ./17, Phoenix,
AZ 85013.

"Coming Home"
Chapter #95, Prescott
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...Shadow

Two months later, I was in a horrible
car crash and watched my friend die in
the ambulance as we were rushed to the
hospital. That cloud was still hanging
over me when gradilation finally arrived.

Graduation came, went and so did the
war. I was reading my Rolling Stone
magazine one hot summer day following
my transition into "adulthood" and
saw this advertisement for a book by
John Bryan entitled This Soldier S+ill
At War., It was about a Vietnam Veteran
who had come back from the war a changed
man; an individual whose confusion and
anger led him to train the Symbionese
Liberation Army. I recall hearing about
the SLA in conjunction with the kidnapping
of Patty Hearst when I was a junior in
high school in 1974. I had an urge to
find out more information on the SLA
and the war decade I had grown up in.
Y¥hat I discovered was I KNEW LITTLE ABOUT
THE WAR YEARS! To my dismay, I realized
I kmew next to nothing about the people
who had fought in the conflict.

I was seeing a side of the war that
had been ignored in our history classes,
in the media and by our government., I
was hearing about the other war, the
one "over there." I had been so involved
with what had happened in this country
that I had forgotten about the people
vho had had to go there and fight. I
had forgotten about the soldiers we
had to write to when I was in the third
grade.

I was now aware of an aspect of the
war very few people were willing to
talk about or study. I had no way of
pursuing my new interest. I still did
not really understand the subject matter
and decided to research some more on the
war years. I first researched the home
front literature and then, as more material
develovoed, explored the subject of the
Vietnam Veteran.

.. I was still in the process of learning
about the war and the Veteran when I met
Chuck Hovey at the University of Arizona.
He helped reveal the extent of the
Veterans' problems to me. Perhaps my
main awalkening to what the war had done
to those who fought it came in the form
of movies such as "Coming Home" znd "The
Boys in vompany C.” It was hard to tell

if anyone else was learning anything
from these films, but they were still
hitting home for me. There was

still much more to learn and understand.

- Veterans' problems were so hard to
comprehend. The high divorce rates,
suicides and the fact they were being
avoided like the plague shocked me into
realizing the wounds in this country
were so much deeper than I had suspected.
They had seen not one friend die, but
many. There was a lot of pain out there
and no one was willing to do anything
about it.

Then, in 1979, the hostages were taken
in Iran and a new nationalism was born.
Jhen they were finally released, the
country gave them a welcome-home parade
that had not been seen since the end
of 'orld War II. That was the problem;
we, as a nation, had forgotten about the
unsung Vietnam Veterans. I put a sign
on my car that said simply: “Welcome
Home Vietnam Vets."™ The reason for
this was simply I had heard some.of
the comments from Vets who had asked
"Where was our welcome-home parade?"

In my own way I was trying to give it
to them.

I found myself in a state of apathy _
by the time I graduated from high school.
There was little reason to trust the
government for they had lied %o us for
so long. My friends and I had witnessed
the end of an America that we weren't
sure ever existed. Gone were the
glory days of John Wayne, charging
cavalry coming over the hill, and
the country with the perfect record.

We questioned authority and everything
else!

I realize now that I did and do care
about what happens to this country.
I don't want to see it come apart
at the seams again. It is for this
reason I am trying to grasp the problems
of the Vietnam Veteran. It's time to
quit pretending the war in Vietnam
never happened. It is important that
I understand what happened, and in
my own way, try to help. I still have
a long way to go, and so does my
government.

[ .
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This month's column will consist
mostly of a book review by Yolanda
Randall on Lynda Van DeVanter's Home
Before Morning. Ms. Van DeVanter's
book, co-authored by Christopher Morgan,
has received many and varied reactions.
The national organization, Nurses Against
¥isrepresentation, felt the work "really

.malizns the medical teams who served in

Vietnam." Columbia Pictures and aciress
Sally Field's Fogwood Productions found
the autobiography's subject matter im-
portant snough to want to make a film
and have already signed a contract with
the authors towards that end. Ms. Field
vlans on vlaying the lead- role.

I join Yolanda Randall in recommend-
ing Home Before Mornins for an education
in one woman's experience in Vietnam.
sle encourage the reading of this book
and the reader forming his/her own
ovinion. ‘hatever opinion the reader
may formulats, we can assure they will
net be passive ones. Now, we will pro-
ceed with Yolanda's review:

itome Before iiorning is a true story
of Iymda Von DeVanter and her exvceriences
as an Army Murse in Vietnam. I:mda was
an "all-American girl" who, like so many,
waS full of hoves and dreams in 1968,
Thcse dreams were soon to change when
—ynda decided to serve her country and
was sent to Vietnam as a second lieu~
tenant. 3eing in a sirange country
with a war going on was bad enouzh,
but trying to do her job and stay
2live was more than most people could
have handled. _

in example was her experience with
Gene, a younz soldier she was never to
forget. He was brought into the neuro-
surgery room with severe head and facial
wounds in addition to bleeding so badly
he needed three blood intravenous lines.
Jznaging the IV lines kept her blindly
busy until she kicked over the soldier’s
fatigues anc a snapshot fell out. The
Ddicture of a young couple on prom night
with "Gene and Katie, lay, 1968" written
on the back suddenly turned the wounded
soldier into a persons a real person
with memories, loves and future dreams.
S50 she hoped against the worst the
bleeding would stop. It did not. Later
in post-op, she ordered him medication
for the pain knowing he would die faster.
fdolding his hand, she watched him go
anc an important part of herself was
lost with him.

The book takes the reader to the end
of her tour, her return home and trying
to pick up her life where she left it
before the war. Difficulties beset her
and even in herown home she felt like
an outcast. The »roblems of Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorders, dealing with
family, the military, the Veterans Ad-
ministration and other Veterans is
brought to light from 2 woman's point
of view. All interested in how the Viet-
nam .jar affected some military women who
served there would do well to read this

bock., Home Before lorning is now avail-~

able in paperback at local bookstores.
Yolanda Hovey

Discussion was held on the various
committes (i.e. 2R, logistics, etc.)
that would be necessary for fund
raising events.

AVAL will be obtaining furtner in-
formation on the ordering of VVA
merchandise to »lace an order ASAT®
for the chapter. That brought the
meeting to its conclusion.

The Arizona Women's Active League
would like to extend a hearty welcome
to the new faces at our recent meet-
ing-Angle Battoe, Maxine Bazan, and
Besty Galloway. e were very glad
you joined us and sincerely hope
we will see you again. To some of
the "0ld" faces that haven't been to
our latest meetings-we've missed you
and hope we will see you soon,
leetings are held the second Jednesday
of the month with a rotating location
each month. Just call 790-7602
which is the VVA chapter 106 answering
machine. Leave your name and number
and someone will be happy to call
you back with the location of that
month’s meeting. Our thanks to Angel
Battoe for offering her home for the
meeting for Anril 10th. The following
neeting will be ilay Sth. e would
really appreciate information or
input for our upcoming meetings.

The ‘iomen's Committee held two
meetings in March. Both were kindly
hosted at the Glessingers home. ile
thank them for their hospitality.

As the first meeting on March 13th
the following occured:

==The Sister Column:-

A proposal was brought to the Women's
group to take over the selling of
Chapter 106 VVA merchandise (i.e. bumper
stickers, buttons, etc.). This includes
the ordering of the merchandise to be
sold. The group noted and agreed to
take on the responsibility.

A suggestion was made that we have
containers to collect food and dona-
tions at all Yomen's meetings. The
food collected would be forwarded
to the Chapter 106 Food Bank and the
donations would help pay for some of
the Viet Vet Monsoon Tribune operating
expenditures, such as typing paper,
vostage, etc. All present were un-
animously in favor. Methods of coll-~
ection will be provided at all future
meetings.

Further discussion was held on fund-
raising ideas for the "Spirit of 106."
One particular idea presented was found
to be very plausible. All attending
agreed that a proposal be brought
before the Chapter 106 offiers and
board as soon as possible. Details
will be explained once the committee
has met with the board.

Suggestions for a new name for the
Jomen's Committee were reviewed. A
vote was taken and the committees new
name is VVA Arigona Women's Active
League (AWAL).

All present were reminded of the
POW/MIA Conference March 29th and
30th. iould-be volunteers were
urged to contact Eleanor Reitz.

In future meetings it will be establ-
ished at the beginning of proceedings
how much time will be allotted for
committee business and how much for
personal business.

Due to the lateness of the hour and
the need to complete more of +the month's
business, a second meeting was scheduled
for the following Jednesday and that
concluded the meeting.

The second meeting held March 20th
was short and went as follows:

First order of business was to hold
elections for a chairperson since
it was the end of the first quarter.
Cindy Glessinger has been elected chair-
person for the second quarter.
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Historically in April

1642 Bzo Dai returns to Vietnam after
three years of self-imposed exile,

1955 Diem crushes the Binh Xuven Sect,

1956 in American Military issistance

Advisory Group (lMAAZ) assumes
training of the South Vietnamese
Forces as the French High Command
disbands and departs Vietnam-
APril 29.

1963 The Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) Amnesty
Program is initiated to rally
Viet Cong to support the govermment.

1965 1BJ offers Ho Chi Minh participa-
tion in a Southeast Asian develop-
ment plan in exchange for peace-
trril 7.

North Vietnamese Prime Minister
Zham Van Dong rejects Johnson's
proposal-April 8,

1966 B-52s bomb targets near Mu Gia
Pass in North Vietnam for the
first time-April 12,

1967 General Westmoreland confers with
LBJ in Yashington on april 27 and
addresses Congress on April 28,
The vrimary message-The light is
seen at the end of the tunnel,
the enemy is almost defeated and
the war should be won in one-three
years.

President Johnson replaces Westmore-
land with General Creighton Abrams
as Commander, Military Assistance
Command (MACV).

1970 HACV announces American participa-
tion into Cambodia-April 29.

1972 Nixon authorizes the bombing of
arecas near Hanoi and Haiphong-
April 15.

1973 Last American 20Vis under Paris
Feace Accords released in Hanoi-
April 1.

1975 Lon Nol, Cambodian Prime Minister,
flees Phnon Penh~April 1. The
US Aimbassador and staff depart
on 2Arril 12 and the city falls to
the ihmer Rouge five days later,
April 17. = '

Evacuation of the last Ameriecans
including US Aimbassador Graham
Martin from Saigon-April 29. The
city falls to North Vietnamese
Forces the next day,: Aoril 30,



DO YOU REMEMBER....

Bac Bac----GI warping of Vietnamese
"Ban-3an," to shoot, kill
in battle

Ap Doi Moi-New Life Hamlet

Ap Tan 3in-A secure hamlet

Dong======= Vietnamese monetary unit-

1 piaster.

Hoi Chanh--One who rallied under Chieu
Hoi Program

Luc Luong Dac Biet (LLDB)-SVN Special
Forces.

Numbah One-Best, Frime

Numbah Ten-iorst; Numbzh Ten-the pits.

Nuoc-Man---Pungent concentrated fish
sauce used to flavor rice.
Greattttttttt Stufffffiffe

Ba uoi Ba--Vietnamese "33" beer-unreal
hangovers!

Boom=300m~-—-302m=-Boom

Dinky-Dau---Crazy

3at Cong----Kill Commies

Ruby Queens-Vietnamese cigarette brand

Dinky Dau Ruby Queens-¥acky “Tobaccy"
in Ruby Queen pack.

Sin Loi-—===- "Sorry about that, tough shit!"

- —— i —— — ———

VVA SERVICE REPRESENTATIVEZ TRAINING

VVA Legal Services will offer train-
ing for VVA accredited service represen-
tatives and those interested in becoming
one at American University in WVashington,
D.C. tentatively between July 7-12. If
you are interested, please contact the
Chapter Officers to place your name in
nomination. The VVA National Office
covers training costs, room and lunches,
but the attendees must pay for their own
transportation, breakfasts and dinner.
Generally, these are covered by the
Chapter and the Chapter or State Council
must offer a plan to National to finan-
cially support and utilize the trainee’s
services. Again, if you are interested,
contact any Chapter Officer!

CANCER THRZAT IN VIZTMNAM VEZTIRANS

Vietnan Veterans may possess a higher
risk that non-Veterans of contractinz
and succumbing +to certain forms of can-
cer, suicides and auto accicdents accord-
ing to0 a recently completed Massachusetts
study of deaths from 1972-83. The re-
search began with state funding last
August and was based on analysis of
death certificates by the State Public
Health and Veterans Service Devariments.

Researchers found that 9 of 840
Vietnam Veterans® deaths were caused by
soft-tissue sarcoma, a rare cancer linked
to Agent Orange. Two to three cases
would be expected based on its incidence
in the general population.  Kidney cancer
and stroke deaths were significantly ele-
vated among VietVets in a related finding.

Authors of the study assert the high-
er rate of ancer found is highly signi-
ficant and contradicts Veterans idmini-
stration findings to the opposite. The
researchers caution, however, that addi-
tional research is needed to corroborate
their conclusions due to the limited area
studied. )

It was also found that deaths from
violent causes, noting suicide and auto
accidents, are more common among Vietnam
Veterans than expected based on general
population studies. According to their
findings, an estimated 94 VietVets com-
nitted suicide between 1978-83, 58%
higher than the expected rate; 67 died
in motor accidents, 31% higher than ex-
vected.

Researchers find it is certainly
vlausivle the findings may be due, in
part, to increased stress experienced
by Vietnam Veterans and they support
an effort to reduce early or untimely
deaths due to suicide or vehicle acci-
dents. For a free copy of this study,
please write:

Agent Crange Program
Saltonstall Buildings
100 Cambridge Street
3oston, MA 02202

AGIZNT JQRANGE ZND NZAR

Federal regulators stated, on lMarch
22, 1985, that 2-4-5-T, commonly known
as Agent Crange, is moving cloaser to 2
total ban in this country. Registrations
for the dangerous herbicide have been -
terminated by the mnvironmental ZFrotec-~
tion Agency and the final step, an end
to sales and use, can be expected with-
in a year or when time limits expire for
using existing stocks in a2ll areas.

Snaller firms have requested further
hearings o challengs Z2A's effors to
cancel rezistration and thus %eep the
issue alive. Adninistrative law 3udges,
aowever, have squelched many of these
requests and thus far, the ZP3 orcder
stands.

The Acriculture Devartment halted
uce of 2-5-5-7 in 1970 around homes,
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zardens, recreational areas, etec., cit-
ing studies alluding to birth defects
and cancer. The ZPA scheduled formal
cancellation hearings and more use areas
were added to the suspended list. Dur-
ing the cancellation hearings, 100 wit-
rniesses appeared, over 1500 exhibits were
entered into the record and more than
23,000 pages of testimony were taken
before Dow Chemical offered to cease
prgductionr All of this evidence con-
tributed heavily to the eventual ZPA
decision to ban 2-4-5-7,

NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS POW-WOW

The Sisseton-wahpeton Sioux cere-
monial grounds located south of Sisseton,
South Dakota, will be the site for the
Lth Annmual National Vietnam Veterans
rPOW=i/0W this Memorial Day Weekend, May
24-27, 1985, The event will be sponsored
by the Vietnam Era Inter-Tribal Associa-
tion and hosted by the Sisseton-~Wahpeton
Sioux Veterans Association.

Activities will include the tradi-
tional POW-WOVW, an all-Indian Rodeo sanc-
tioned by the Great Plains Rodeo Asso-
ciation, an all-Indian fast-pitch soft-
ball tournament and the Vietnam Veterans
Art Show. All Viet Vet artists are cord-
ially invited to display and market their
work at the 0l1d Agency Tribal Complex,

a short distance from the ceremonial g
grounds.

* Por more information, contact Les
Barse, Commander, at Sisseton-Wahpeton
Vietnam Veterans Association, Agency
Villare, SD 57262. Those interested

VIETNAM FREZS AMERICAN SAILOR

Zight months passed after William
iathers, 41, of Cove Neck, New York, and
the crew of his yacht, SO FONG, were
captured by Vietnamese authorities in
that country's territorial waters on July
22, 1984, Mathers was released on April
5, 1985, after his parents paid a $10,000
fine for their son's “intrusion and spy-
ing."”

: His five crewvmembers were freed
last year-four French citizens in Septem-
ber and an Australian in November. It
took the efforts of several countries
and governmental bodies to secure prom-
ises for iathers' release=-Australia,
Indonesia, France, the Netherlands, two
U3 Congressional delegations. and United
Nations Secretary-General Javier Perez
de Cuellar.
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MOBILE SERVICE

“4 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU”
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625-281ﬂ
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WISDOM FOR TODAY'S LIVING

1. Boran's First Law: When in doubt,
munble!

2. Schultz's Speculation: If you
can't be right, be wrong at the
top of your voice.

3. 3%, 3enedict's Dictum: It is
easier to beg forgivensss than to
seek permission.

L4, Sattinger's Law of Electronics: It
works better if you vlug it in.

5. Law of Probable Dispersal: ihatever
hits the fan will not be evenly di-
stributed.

6. First Rule of Motivation: To err
is human, to forgive is not company
oolicy.

7. The Peter Principle: In z hierarchy,

every employee tends to rise to his/her

lavel of incomvetence.

8. 2arkinson's LawsWork expands as to
fi1ll the time available for its com-
plation.

9. HMaier's Law: If the facts do not
conform to the theory, they must be
modified.

10. The Roth Thoory:
but you just can't see them for the
squids,
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EMERGENCY VETERANS JOB PROGRAM

3y the end of February, 1985, nearly
25,000 Veterans had found employment
through the =Zmergency Veterans Job Train-
ing Act (EVJTA). %hile this program
aided many Veterans who otherwise would
not have found employment, the number
of Vets.who could benefit from it far
exceeds those who have actually found
jobs.  Since its start in December, 1983,
a total of 292,005 Vets have qualified
for program participation, but less than
one in ten who have been accepted as
potential participants have ‘actually
found jobs. In Arizona, the Department
of Zconomic Securitr claims 795 vets were
place while the VA figure is 100 less.
Nearly 4000 had been certified within
this state so whether one accepts the
DIES or VA figure, the percentage is
not that good. The major problem is that
there just are not enough job slots de-
veloped primarily due to the program
being improperly marketed. EVJTA deserves
another chance, but the Reagan Admini-
stration has labeled it an extravagance.

ussell Financial Services

Specializing in Life/Disability
Insurance and Estate Planning

Eric P. Russell

Vietnam Era Vet

6835 E. Camino Principal
Tucson, Arizona 85715

Slimes are all over,

(602) 298-7159
Res. 327-0083

SCAMP SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

Scholarships for Children of Ameri-
can ilitary Personnel (3SCAaliP) is a non-
profit organization founded in 1971.

Its primary purpose is to provide schol~-
arships for children of U3 Armed Forces
Fersonnel who were killed in action, are
still missing in action or prisoners of
war in the Southeast Asian conflict.

Applicants are chosen on the basis
of scholastic achievement and need.

The awards, which are not to exceed
33,000 per calendar year, are presented
in November of each year and an appli-
cant who has received.a scholarship is
thereafter eligible for a continuance
as long as his7her activities in college
continue to justify it. Applicants
need not be just entering college to
avply so a student vresently ‘enrolled
in uwidergraduate or graduate studies

is eligible to apvly.

Scholarships application forms and
information may be obtained from:

¥r, Zdward A. Stearn

SCANP

136 S. Fuller Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90036
spplications are normally only accepted
through September 15 for the current
academic year.

COORS SCHOLARSHIPS

The idolph Coors Company and affi-
liated distributors have announced a
3500,000 scholarship program for child-
ren and dependents of Americans Vets and
Service Personnel killed in action, mis-
sing, prisoners of war, died in the line
of duty and honorably discharged.

Peter Coors, ovresident of company
sales and marketing division, said "the
Coors iemorial Scholarship Fund is our
way of celebrating the true intent of
Memorial Day-to honor the American Vet-
erans who defended our country and those
who gave their lives."

Coors has been active as a Veterans
3enefactor both locally and nationally.
The company has the highest rate of Vet
employment, 32%, and recently sponsored
a massive publicity campaign to acquire
citizen donations for the Vietnam Vet-
erans llemorial in Phoenix.

A MATTER OF EMPHASIS!

According to the National Forget-
ile~lfot issociation for MIA/POWs, only
5175,000 of a $350,000 approvriation
was used by the House Select Committee
on lMissing rersas in Southeast Asia
to determine the fate of nearly 2,500
Americans. Ironically, the failed
Iranian rescue attempt of 52 US citi-
zens cost 3190,000,000! This breaks
dovn to an exvenditure per hostase
of 33,673,037, The 2,500 MIA/POWs in
Southeast Asia were ceemed 2 worth of
onlv 370 each!

Refrigeration ® Heating © Air Conditioning

ARCHER AIR CONDITIONING
We Service All Makes And Models

Viet Vet Owned and Operated

546 E. 25th St. Tucson, AZ 85713/(602) 629-8904
24 Hour Emergency Service 882-1794

QUOTE OF THE MONTH FROM VVA
VETERAN

3rigadisr General Georze Bartlett,
USNC (ret.), hzad 5 the lizrine Corps
Association, stated for the record to
reporters of the Hartford (Connecticutt)
Courant thzt Vietnam Veterans "“were a
bunch of goddamn crumbs:" He further
indicated that VietVets should not seek
to join the NCA and vehemently criti-
cized the Vietnam Veterans liemorial
Statue of three soldiers. The reason:
No hats and their uniforms are askew!
drite to this civilian c/o The Marine
Corps Association, 3ox 1775, Quantico,
VA 22134, and help him with an attitude
adjustment.
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VFW URGING TIES TO HANOI!

Billy Ray Cameron, National Veterans
of Forsign VWars Commander, has called
upon his orzanization 4o change their
hard-line against Hanoi and work for
the establishment of dinlomatic ties.
The VFV have been traditionally con-
servative and such a request has raised
eyebrows across the nation.

Cameron foresees ties only after
Vietnam provides the fullest possible
-accounting of missing servicemembers.
If he can change the organization's
antogonistic attitude towards this
nation's former adversary, the VFW will
become the first traditional Veterans
group to extend normalization hopes
towards Vietnam.

The Commander has also expressed a
desire to reconcile with the Vietnam
Veterans of America who, as many know,
already has visited Hanoi several times
since 1980. Cameron is apparently
seeking to create a unified front not
only to protect Veterans benefits, but
also to attract more Vietnam Vets to
his organigzation. This is badly needed
to enhance the VFW's standing after the
recent ousting of a predominantly Viet
Vet Post in Santa Cruz, California. That
action has resulted in ramifications
across the nation and charges of stifling
dissent against Cameron as well as VFW
National.
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@ VIETNAMVETERANSOFAMERICA

Membership in Vietnam Velerans of America, Inc. is open to Vietnam Era Veterans

Associate Membership to the Public at Large

Phone
City State _. Zip
Annusi Netional Duss 51000 Chapter Atfilistion Fee _ $10.00 Total _$20.00

Return this form to
© VIETMAM

VETERANS OF AMERICA ©
P. 0. Box 40903, Tucson, AZ 85717

O 1 am 3 Vielnam era veleran and would like 10 be a Mamber,
Q 1 am not 2 Vietnam era veleran, but would kke 10 be an Associate Member.

! I want to give more. Encicsed ismycheck for 0 $20, 0 $50, DO S O New Member or O Renewa!

AR corininsbong ere tus deducisie)

iemboraship Tard Mo

Your Local Chapter No. 206
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Quick Reference

VVA (602) 790-7602 Chapter 106
(202) 332-2700 ©National
(202) 332-3305 Officers
1-800-424-7275 HOTLINE
VARO 622-6424 Tucson
263-5411 Phoenix

1-800-352-0451 Elsewhere

VA POW Hotline 1-800-821-8139
VA IG Hotline 1-800-368-5899
GAO Fraud Hotline 1-800-424-5454
Vets Outreach Center 323-3271

Federal Information Center
522 N. Central Ave., Rm. 120
Phoenix, AZ 85004
261-4736 Jobs Tape

DES Vets Employment Hotline

4525 E. Broadway 628-5722
316 W. Ft. Lowell 628~5561
195 W. Irvington 628-5749

AZ State Legislature
1-800-352-8404

AZ Vets Svc Commission 628-5388

Pima Voter Registrar 792-VOTE

Agent Orange Class Action
1-800-645-1355

Sen. Barry Goldwater
Federal Bldg., 301 W. Congress
Tucson, AZ 85701 629-6334

Sen. Dennis DeConcini
33 N. Stone
Tucson, AZ 85701 629-6831
Rep. Jim Kolbe

4444 E. Grant, #125
Tucson, AZ 85712 323~1467
Rep. Morris Udall

300 N. Main St.

Tucson, AZ 85701 629-6404




