
1 

Nanticoke Valley Historical Society Nanticoke Valley Historical Society Nanticoke Valley Historical Society    

       2017 Newsletter # 2 May  edited by Phil Childs                   

 

 

 

 

 

                      1850                            1830                              1840                             1845 

THE MILL ISSUE 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 2017 Issue # 2  5/17 

1  Table of Contents, The Mill Issue.  

2 Photos:  Inside the Mill 

3 Brief History Slosson to Pitcher  

4   1994 History by Tom Kotasek 

5.  1837 Map of Mill 

6.  Artistic Interpretation (2) 

7.  Deed History of Property by Sheril and 
  Jerry Green  

8.  1836 Deed; Save the Mill  

9.  Programs 

10. Join Us!  

                          Officers 2017 

  President:       Philip M. Childs   862-3405 

  Vice President:       Anita Shipway 

  Secretary:       Carla Sullivan      862-5385 

  Treasurer:       Sandy Halliday    862-3470 

  Museum Curator:   Sue Lisk               862-9705 

  Mill Curator:            Tom Kotasek       862-3636 

                             The Board of Trustees* 

2017:  Nancy Berry, Sandy Rozek, Pat Stacconi 

2018:  Lucas Kaczynski, Rita McKeon,  Clark Gardner 

2019: Gordie Gottlieb, Rachael Lawler,  Cyrena Summers 

  * New positions are voted on each year.  The term of a  trus-

tee is three years.  This provides for an ever changing 

but ongoing board coverage.  

Pitcher’s Mill ca. 1830  

2819 NYS Route 26 Maine, NY 
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Mill viewed from Nanticoke Creek 

Finished 

flour travels 

down a 

shoot and is 

loaded into 

bags and or 

barrels.  

The belts  get their “power” from the water wheel.  The wheel 

was in the lower area and was vertical.  The water struck the 

wheel in the middle which turned a series of belts.  The  belts  

turned gears which powered the various machines needed to 

grind grains.  

Grinding  mill stone operated in pairs  separated by just a few millimeters.  As the turned the grain was ground  

into flour.  Many of the mill stones are made of granite and where shipped into the area from New England.  

1868 D. 
Howard and 
E.O Howard 

1866 
Graffiti  

5 lb. bag     

buckwheat 

flour 
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Pitcher’s Grist Mill   
2819 NYS Route 26,   

donated to NVHS in 1988. 

WHO BUILT  
PITCHER’S MILL ? 

It was Daniel Slosson who died 
in 1853 at 41 years of age.  
Pitcher’s Mill was ca. 1830 by 
Belden and Daniel Slosson.     
Archie Pitcher  owned the mill 
from 1925 - 1941 and gave his 
name to the building. The mill 
closed in 1955. When the mill 
was built  Andrew Jackson 
was our 7th president. He held 
office from March 4, 1829 to 
March 4,  1837.      

Grist Mill what did it make? “A gristmill (also: grist mill, corn mill or flour mill) grinds grain into flour. The term 
can refer to both the  grinding mechanism and the building that holds it.”  One of the main products was ani-
mal feed. The flour was of high quality and in 1849 was shipped to California. From 1925 to 1941 it was 
owned and operated by Archie Pitcher.  After 1941 the mill was powered by an electric motor.  The Lainhart 
family owned and operated the mill from 1945 to 1955.  The mill no longer operated after that and the elec-
tric motor was sold to New Hope Mills in Moravia NY where it still operates.  The Weld family owned the mill 
and mill keepers house where they lived. Mr. Weld was a professor at Harpur College. In 1985 the Bowers 
Foundation purchased the mill with the hope of restoring it. The Bowers Foundation donated the mill to the 
NVHS  in 1988 and the rest as they say is history thanks to Tom Kotasek and many volunteers.   The mill is 
open for touring on Sunday’s from July to September from 1 –4 or by appointment.  Many school children 
have tours of the mill each year thus learning about their towns history. 

Mill keepers 

house in 1954. 

  “If you say that something 
is grist to the mill, you mean 
that it is useful for a particu-
lar purpose or helps support 
someone’s point of view”  or  
“anything that can be turned 
to profit or advantage.”  
https://
www.collinsdictionary.com 

“Grist : Grain intended to be 
or that has been ground.” 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/say
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mill
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/useful
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/help
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/profit
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/advantage
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Newsletter from Tom K. in 1994 
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Hand drawn map of the area around the Mill in 1837.  It hangs in the office of the mill.  

The Maine Road, now route 26 ended about one half mile south of the mill and 

crossed the creek via a bridge where it connected to Tiona Road and  Nanticoke 

Road. The lower mill pond was kept full by a “race” that paralleled the road and 

joined the creek near the barn which has the flag painted on it.  

MILL 

MILL POND 

RACE 

NANTICOKE  

 CREEK  
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B. Walters 

Harrington 

Art work 

showing 

the mill 

race enter-

ing the 

mill from 

the north 

where it 

flows     

through 

the mill 

turning 

the water 

wheel.  It 

exits on 

the south 

side and 

joins Nan-

ticoke 

Creek.  
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History of the Mill land records from 1829 to 1988 compiled by the 

Green’s.  Painstaking research in the Broome County Clerks office.  An 

ancestor  Abram Green ran the mill in 1870. 

Luke Kaczynski a trustee 

of NVHS and expert tour 

guide of Pitcher’s Mill     

taken in 2015 

                                     Nathaniel SLOSSON  

              b: 3.1.1764 in Richmond, Berkshire Co., Mass. d. 8.29.1822  in Maine, NY 
                                                            Spouses 
 1.  Eunice Sisson Slosson (1766 - 1804) died in Cone Hill Cemetery Richmond MA 
 2.  Rhoda Judd Slosson (1.17.1775 – 8.27.1857)  Maine cemetery         
 m. Dr. Westel Willoughby Jr. 1769 – 1844 Newport Cemetery Herkimer NY  
                                                        Children 
       1.     William Slosson (1800 - 1899) 

  2      Ozias Judd SLOSSON b: 23 JUL 1807 in Stockbridge, Mass. 
3      Henry Belden SLOSSON b: 30 NOV 1808 in Stockbridge, Mass d. 1.8.1864 
        Evergreen Cemetery Owego Find A Grave Memorial# 112468118 
4      Sarah Judd SLOSSON b: 24 OCT 1810 -1826 in Stockbridge, Massachusetts 
5      Daniel SLOSSON b: 31 AUG 1812   in Stockbridge, Massachusetts     
  d. 8.24.1853 .Maine Cemetery Find A Grave Memorial# 42988229  
6      Grove SLOSSON b: 8.6.1815 in Stockbridge, MA d. 1.14.1816 in Maine, NY 
7      John SLOSSON d: 13 JAN 1817 in Stockbridge, Massachusetts 
 

                       Daniel with his brother, Henry Belden built "the Slosson Mill".  
 It was in operation in 1837. Daniel was unmarried. 

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2656123&id=I11070 

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2656123&id=I10979
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=43256189
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=42981740
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=83631788
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2656123&id=I11067
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2656123&id=I11070
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2656123&id=I11071
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2656123&id=I11072
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2656123&id=I11055
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2656123&id=I11058
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:2656123&id=I11070
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Part of the  original deed   (Indenture) September 3 1836, transferring the mill site from Daniel Locke & 

Wife to William West and  Daniel Slosson.  Book 18 Page 400.  The document is about 2 ‘ by 12 inches.  

Save The Mill 1996:  
Nancy Berry, Tom Kotasek,  

Diane Waples,  
Kerin Flannery (on the ladder) 

Soon Pitcher’s Grist Mill will have an 

historic roadside  marker which will 

announce to the travelers historical 

highlights of the mill.  It is being pro-

vided by the  William G. Pomeroy 
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