McKibbin Brothers sidewalk stamps

The McKibbins were brothers: Edwin and
Arthur. Edwin can be seen in this 1883
picture of him and his wife Alice camping
out in the snow not long after their arrival
in Calgary (Edwin's on the ladder in the

background).

The U of C/ Glenbow also has this undated portrait of
Arthur.

The oldest surviving example of a McKibbin
contractor stamp dates to 1909, with 1913 being the
most common. Today, they can still be spotted in
Inglewood, Bridgeland, Crescent Heights and
Hillhurst. When the city awarded contracts for
various construction projects in the early years, the
tenderers were often publicly discussed in newspaper

articles. On the following page, we've included a few
examples.







A wee postscript to the story of the McKibbins. A few years ago, we were
contacted by some of their descendants, who expressed a wish for a sidewalk
section with their forebears' stamp. We contacted the City Roads Department,
who were replacing sidewalks in Bridgeland, and they kindly assisted us in our
quest. The section removed now reposes at the family campground a few hours

north of Calgary, but the photo below shows the slab in our garage, prior to pick-up
by the family.

And finally, a small piece of trivia. One of the McKibbin descendants is a well-
known local television newsperson, but we're not saying who!



