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§ 24-106. Securing loads on vehicles – In general.

a. Exceptions.- This section and § 24-106.1 of this title do not prohibit:
1. Dropping sand, abrasives, chemicals, or other materials to

improve traction;
2. Spreading water or other substance to construct, clean or

maintain a highway; or
3. Dropping asphalt or other materials for highway, bridge, storm

drain, or utility construction or repair.
b. Construction or loading of vehicle to prevent dropping, sifting, leaking, or

escaping.- A vehicle with any load may not be driven on any highway
unless the vehicle is constructed or loaded to prevent any of its load from
dropping, sifting, leaking, or otherwise escaping.

c. Securing loads required.- A vehicle with any load may not be driven on
any highway unless the load and any covering on the load are fastened
securely to prevent the load or covering from becoming loose or detached
or from in any way endangering other users of the highway.

d. Agricultural products.- This section does not apply to agricultural products
in their natural state or residue developed from processing vegetable
agricultural products that can be used as feed for animals and that are
being transported to a farm. This provision, however, does not prevent the
enforcement of any rule or regulation promulgated by the Department of
the Environment for the control of air pollution.

e. Removal of debris.- The owner of a vehicle from which dirt, debris, or
agricultural products has fallen on any highway is responsible for
removing that dirt, debris, or agricultural products within a reasonable
time.

[An. Code 1957, art. 661/2, § 14-106; 1977, ch. 14, § 2; 1981, ch. 659; 1986, ch. 472, §
1; 1987, ch. 306, § 3; 1989, chs. 541, 796.]

§ 24-106.1. Same – Loose material.

a. “Loose material” defined.- In this section:
1. “Loose material” includes:

1. Dirt, sand, gravel, wood chips, or other material that
can blow, fall, or spill from a vehicle as a result of
movement or of exposure to air, wind, or weather;
and



2. Any other kind of material that can blow, fall, or spill,
as specified in rules and regulations adopted by the
Administrator; and

2. “Loose material” does not include agricultural products,
including sod, in their natural state.

b. Carrying loose material.- A person may not, in violation of this section,
carry any loose material in any vehicle on or across any highway in this
State.

c. Loading loose material.- A person may not, in violation of this section, load
any loose material for carrying in any vehicle on or across any highway in
this State.

d. Enclosures generally.-
1. Subject to the provisions of subsection (e) of this section, the

bed of the vehicle carrying a load of loose material shall be fully
enclosed:

1. On both sides, by sideboards or sidepanels;
2. On the front, by a board or panel or by the cab of the

vehicle; and
3. On the rear, by a tailgate, board, or panel.
4. The enclosures required by paragraph (1) of this

subsection shall be constructed so as to prevent any
part of the load from blowing, falling, or spilling out of
the vehicle.

5. No part of the load touching any of these enclosures
may be within 6 inches of the top of the part of the
enclosure that it touches, unless the load is covered
with a firmly secured canvas or similar type covering.

6. If the vehicle manufacturer’s original design
specifications for bed enclosures have been altered
to increase the vehicle’s load capacity, no part of the
load touching any of these enclosures may be within
6 inches of the top of the part of the enclosure that it
touches and the highest point of the load may not be
higher than any of these enclosures, unless the load
is covered with a canvas or other type cover
approved by the Administration that is secured as
provided in subsection (e) (3) of this section.

2. This subsection does not apply to:
1. Any load-carrying vehicle with a compartment that

fully encloses the load; or



2. A vehicle in which the load is suitably covered or
secured by other means that prevent the escape of
the loose material.

e. Canvas enclosures
1. The provisions of this subsection do not apply to:

1. Any Class K (farm area) vehicle as defined in §
13-935 of this article;

2. Any Class E (truck) vehicle registered or capable of
being registered under § 13-917 of this article if the
vehicle manufacturer’s original design specifications
for bed enclosures have not been altered to increase
the vehicle’s load capacity;

3. Any construction vehicle working within the confines
of a public works construction project site as outlined
in the construction project’s plans and specifications,
provided the distance traveled does not exceed 1
mile or the distance specified in an extension granted
under subsection (g) of this section;

4. Any construction vehicle or mining equipment while
crossing a highway between construction or mining
sites;

5. Any Class G (trailer) vehicle registered or capable of
being registered under § 13-927 of this article,
provided no part of the load is higher than 6 inches
below the top of any of the enclosures required under
subsection (d) (1) of this section; or

6. Within the Port of Baltimore for a distance not to
exceed 1 mile, any vehicle carrying a load of loose
material between a stockpile or storage facility and a
vessel docked at the port

2. A vehicle carrying a load of loose material shall have its bed
fully enclosed on the top by a canvas or other type cover
approved by the Administration.

3. Any cover required under this section shall be secured in a
manner to prevent:

1. Any part of the load from blowing, falling, or spilling
out of the vehicle; and

2. The cover from blowing off the vehicle.
f. Removal of spillage; securing tailgate; maintenance of bed.-



1. This subsection does not apply to any construction vehicle or
mining equipment that:

1. Is moving between construction barricades on a
public works project; or

2. Only is crossing a highway.
2. A vehicle used for carrying loose material may not be operated

on any highway unless:
1. All spillage from loading loose material is removed

from the nonload-carrying parts of the vehicle;
2. Whether the vehicle is loaded or empty, the tailgate is

closed securely to prevent spillage of a load or of any
residue;

3. The bed does not have any holes, cracks, or
openings through which loose material can escape;
and

4. After unloading loose material, all residue is removed
from the nonload- carrying parts of the vehicle.

g. Extension of exceptions.-
1. Upon application by the supervisor of a construction project of

the Department, the Department may grant a reasonable
extension of the 1-mile limitation established in subsection (e)
(1) (iii) of this section if the Department determines that the
extension request meets the criteria developed under paragraph
(2) of this subsection and the provisions of paragraph (3) of this
subsection.

2. (i) The Department shall adopt regulations establishing criteria
for granting an extension under this subsection. (ii) In adopting
regulations under this subsection, the
Administration shall consider:

1. 1. The size of the construction project
2. 2. The likely adverse impact that granting the

extension will have on surrounding highways and
motorist safety; and

3. 3. The likely adverse impact of the cover requirement
on construction costs and timely completion of the
project.

3. (3) An extension granted under this subsection may not exceed
the confines of the Department’s construction project.

[An. Code 1957, art. 661/2, § 14-106; 1977, ch. 14, § 2; 1986, ch. 472, § 1; 1989, chs.
541, 796; 1991, ch. 95; 1992, ch. 482.]



§ 24-106.2. Same – Transportation of lumber, pipe, steel, or similar materials.

a. Enclosure required.- A vehicle used to carry logs, poles, unfinished or
unfabricated lumber, pipe, steel, or other materials of a similar kind, size,
shape, or characteristic may not be driven on any highway unless its load
is enclosed entirely within the sides and ends of the body of the vehicle.

b. Fastening required.- A vehicle used to carry logs, poles, unfinished or
unfabricated lumber, pipe, steel, or other materials of a similar kind, size,
shape, or characteristic may not be driven on any highway unless its load
is fastened securely to both the front and rear of the vehicle at both the
front and rear of the load, as provided in this section.

c. Manner of fastening.- The fastening of a load to a vehicle shall be:
1. By two separate common coil B.B. chains, the links of which

may not be less than:
i. 3/8 of an inch in diameter for loads of 3 tons or less;

or
ii. 1/2 of an inch in diameter for loads over 3 tons;

2. If they have at least as much tensile strength as the chains, by:
i. Wire rope not less than 5/16 of an inch in diameter;
ii. Steel strapping;
iii. Logistic webbing of synthetic fibers; or
iv. Any fastening device specified in regulations adopted

jointly by the Administration and the Department of
State Police; or

3. As specified in Part 393.102 (b) (securement systems) of the
federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations.

d. Requisites for fastening devices.- The fastening devices specified in this
section shall be fastened with an adequate load binder of standard make
or other appropriate fastening device.

e. Repair or replacement of fastening devices.- The fastening devices
specified in this section may not be repaired or replaced by any material
other than of the size, strength, and material specified in this section.

[An. Code 1957, art. 661/2, § 14-106; 1977, ch. 14, § 2; 1983, ch. 235; 1984, ch. 255;
1986, ch. 472, § 1; 1988, ch. 6, § 1; ch. 720; 1994, ch. 165, § 3; ch. 166, § 3; 1995, ch.
3, § 2.]


