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Village contacts and information 
Reverend Beverley Vincent can be found on page 40 and the churchwardens on page 35. 
Village Emergency Telephone Service and Neighbourhood Watch representatives see page 37. 
Magazine copy see page 27. 
Parish Clerks 
Gt Maplestead Ann Crisp 01787 460216 anncrisp@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Lt Maplestead   littlemaplesteadparishclerk@gmail.com 
Gestingthorpe Kevin B Money 07810 781509 gestingthorpepc@gmail.com 
Pebmarsh Shelley Boydell 07927 775989 pebmarshparishclerk@gmail.com 
The Maplesteads 
The Maple Leaves Angela Davis 01787 236007 angeladavis99@outlook.com 
WEA Jill Newton 01787 463893 gilliannnewton4@gmail.com 
Autumn Show Carol Brownlie 01787 461527 carolbrownlie@gmail.com 
Gt Maplestead 
Task Force Martin Elms 01787 461421 martinelms@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Village Hall Liz Newton 01787 461308 lizatlucking@hotmail.com 
Playing Field Joe Newton 01787 461308 lizatlucking@hotmail.com 
Mixed Ability Yoga Victoria Ashworth 07751 911923 justinashworth@hotmail.co.uk 
Dance & Keep Fit Judy Cowell 01376 561757 judy.cowell@btinternet.com 
Carpet Bowls Janice Chaplin 01787 469600 bobandjanicechaplin@btinternet.com 
Gestingthorpe 
Village Hall Steve Bagby 07840 367182 
Village amenities Nick Duncan 01787 313558 
Tower bell ringing Valerie Fullman 01787 462755 
Cricket Club Nick Duncan 01787 313558 
Football Club 
Fun Fit Fab Nic Smith 07908 445239 nicsmithpe@gmail.com 
History Society Gill Webb 01787 581836 gillwebb880@gmail.com 
Book Club Penny Bagby 07840 367172 pbagby1@gmail.com 

Pebmarsh 
Village Hall Jonathan Nott 01787 269231 jonathannott44@hotmail.com 
Dog Training Halstead Dog Club 01787 473154 halsteaddogclub@hotmail.co.uk 
Card making Pauline Andow 01787 228790 
Ladies Club Pauline Andow 01787 228790 
 Sandra Beaney 01787 222220 
Carpet bowls Jim Crayston 01787 222241 jim@craystonfarms.co.uk 
Youth club Carol Parker 01787 269996 taximother@googlemail.com 
Baby Sensory Class Helen Whiting 07703 790273 braintree@babysensory.co.uk 
Footpaths 
Gt Maplestead Steve Harris 01787 462818 steveharris@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Lt Maplestead Geraldine Holloway 01787 476530 geraldineholloway2017@gmail.com 
Gestingthorpe Penny Bagby 07840 367172 pbagby1@gmail.com 
Pebmarsh Michael Sharp 07725 909986 michael@broomhills-farm.co.uk 
All villages 
Book Club Alison Cantor 01787 462537 acantor56@outlook.com 
Knitting group Carol Brownlie 01787 461527 carolbrownlie@gmail.com 
Handbell Ringing Margaret Crudgington 01787 476259  
Benefice Choir Gill Peskett 01787 462786 gillpeskett43@gmail.com 
Scouts Stuart Carter 01787 461149 
Guides Kathy Hoy 01787 280200 
Molly’s Wood  https://www.mollyswood.org/contact 
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Otter’s Jotter! 

Hello everyone!  I write this as the clocks are about to go 
forward and the ‘April Showers’ are certainly upon us even 
though we are days away from changing the month on the 
calendar! 
Thank you to all who have answered the call to add articles 
and to get involved in their Parish for the good of the 
Community. 

This month we have our usual updates from the Gardens of Eastern Lodge 
and Kings Head, Pebmarsh.  We have great events and articles from each 
of the villages and more advertising too - which is certainly very welcome 
to ensure we can keep running the Parish News. 
I do have an error to correct on last month’s theme of ‘On this day’.  I 
totally apologise for showing the first FA Cup date as being in 1972, for 
those who know, it was meant to state 1872! 
From Bluebell Sunday to Coronation planning, Life Drawing to Willow 
Weaving, plus the Easter celebrations - April is certainly a month to try 
something, or to visit somewhere, new. 
Big thank you to all those who compose articles and features, the Parish 
Representatives, Distributors and Volunteers in all our villages.  Thank you 
also to all who advertise with us - without this combined partnership, I 
would have a much bigger job on my hands and, more importantly it is you 
making the monthly editions possible. 
Thank you for reading and keep up the good work of submitting your 
additions - below is the reminder of when we need them by!  
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Celebrating The King’s Coronation 

 

 
 
 
Further details of the Coronation Celebrations will be advised in the coming 

weeks and in the March issue of the Parish Magazine. 



Letter from the Reverend Beverley Vincent 

The beginning of April, this year marks the start of Holy Week, the 
culmination of the previous five weeks of preparation that is Lent.  During 
Holy Week Christians enter the highs and lows of the key events in the last 
days of the life of Jesus.   
  
On Palm Sunday we remember Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey 
whilst the crowds gather and wave their palm branches and shout Hosanna. 
On Maundy Thursday we think of Jesus and the disciples around the 
Passover table as Jesus washes their feet and shares with them the bread 
and wine, which becomes for us the sacrament of Holy Communion.   
  
Then we think of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane as he prays to his 
Father one last time.  On Good Friday we are at the foot of the cross to 
watch as Jesus is put to death on a cross.  On Holy Saturday we wait- as 
Jesus’ disciples waited for the chance to prepare the body of Jesus in the 
tomb. Then early on Easter morning before it is quite light, we recall the 
first witnesses to the empty tomb and celebrate our encounter with the 
risen Christ. We all say ‘He is risen, He is risen indeed. Alleluia.’  
  
This is a powerful symbol of new life, and as I look around, I see the 
evidence of new life, the blossoming of daffodils and crocuses, the 
increasing sight and sound of birds returning from their winter holidays and 
busily building nests, and the unmistakable sound of lawnmowers! Let us 
not only enjoy the sunshine this month (I hope) but allow some sunshine in 
our hearts too. Whether you are a person of faith or none, Easter is a 
turning point a time to look forward with confidence as we enter a season 
of hopeful anticipation.  
  
Please know that you are welcome to join us at any of our services as we 
walk through the story of Easter. You can find the details of our services in 
this magazine or on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
Knights-Hospitallers-Parishes-104300528248946 
 	
Easter Blessings,	
Rev’d Beverley	
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 The F315 Local Bus Service  

Unlike a conventional bus, you need to first register as a customer and you 
need to book your seat on a journey at least two hours in advance of 
travel. 
Flat fare £2.50 single, £4 return. Concessionary bus passes are accepted 
after 0900 Monday to Friday and all day on Saturdays. 
For more information 01621 874410 or info@essexandsuffolkdart.co.uk 

Timetable checked, from the Responsive Demand Service published route & 
times, on 25 March 2023.   
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Voter ID Required for Local Elections 

Local Elections are being held across Braintree District on 4th May 
2023. 
  
The UK Government has made it a requirement for voters in elections to 
now show photo ID when voting, either at a polling station or by proxy. 
  
Which forms of photo ID can you use? 
  
You may already have a form of photo ID that is acceptable – for example 
any of the following will be accepted: 

• Passport 
• Driving licence (including provisional licence) 
• Blue badge 
• Certain concessionary travel cards 
• Identity card with PASS mark (Proof of Age 

Standards Scheme) 
• Biometric Immigration document 
• Defence identity card 
• Certain national identity cards 

  
For more information on which forms of photo ID will be accepted, you can 
visit electoralcommission.org.uk/voterID or call the helpline: 0800 328 
0280. 
  
What you need to do if you have no photo ID 
  
If you don’t already have an accepted form of photo ID, or you’re not sure 
whether your photo ID still looks like you, in order to vote you will need to 
apply for a free voter ID document, known as a Voter Authority 
Certificate. 
  
To apply for a VAC go to: voter-authority-certificate.service.gov.uk. 
  
Full details of the photo ID requirements can be 
found at: www.braintree.gov.uk/voterid 
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helping to raise money for

St Giles’ Church Great Maplestead
Saturday 22nd April

3.30pm (Doors open 3.00pm)
Tickets £10.00

on line: ticketsource.co.uk/The-Hedingham-Singers
simply scan the QR Code

by phone:01787 461257
keithbrownlie.rotary@gmail.com

All calls at standard rate plus any network provider’s charges
booking fee may also apply

complimentary
concert programme

courtesy of

SINGING SOME OF OUR FAVOURITES FROM THE 60’s AND 70’s 

The Rotary Club of Halstead



Nature Notes 

Out walking local lanes on February 19th, I noticed the newly emerged 
dark-spotted leaves of the Arum lily, commonly known as Lord and Ladies 
or, more obscurely, Cuckoo-pint. I did look up the origin of the latter, 
rather odd name, but decided not to pass it on as a matter of delicacy. 
Having noticed the plant and read about it, it was a surprise to see it 
featured on David Attenborough’s first programme of his new series, Wild 
Isles. The flower is pollinated by attracting minute flies enticed by the fetid 
smell. They feed on a secretion produced by the female flowers and, while 
doing, so pick up pollen which they then convey to the next plant they visit. 
Another fascinating example of the web of life; how one organism has 
evolved a crucial interdependence with another completely unrelated 
species. 

Owls feed mainly on small mammals, swallowing them 
whole and later coughing up undigested material in the 
form of pellets containing fur and bones, etc. I retrieved 
some pellets recently from under a barn owl nest box 
(presumably occupied) and discovered there-in the tiny 
jaws of a small rodent, only 14mm in length. Further 
examination produced a skull and tiny limb bones, 

enough evidence I’m sure to identify the species of animal, although, sadly, 
not by me. 

After nearly a week of prevarication (too cold, too wet, too windy) I 
ventured out on the 11th of March. After the long dry spell, recent heavy 
rain had turned fields to mush and walking up Dynes Hall road I saw a 
largely flooded field with a couple of ducks. Binoculars revealed the 
stunningly beautiful male Mandarin duck accompanied by the much more 
subdued female. This was only the second occurrence for the area, the first 
being in September 2018 on Alderford Farm pond, when two males and a 
female were seen. 

Mandarin is an introduced species from the Far 
East, China, Japan, Korea and parts of Russia. 
Current populations in the UK are descended from 
escapes and deliberate releases. While the British 
population was estimated at 3,500 pairs in 2007, 
mainly in the south, in Essex birds are 
concentrated in the south west and number in the 
hundreds. Certainly, in our patch, it is a rare sight 
indeed and one to be savoured. I chastised myself 
after seeing these birds – talking yourself out of going out can mean you 
miss one of these rare sights. As my teachers often said, “Must try harder!” 
           Patch Patroller 
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Gardening Corner	

Here we are finally into April and the clocks have gone forward an hour, 
giving us all the more time to garden. 

Now is a good time to spread home-made compost onto flower/shrub 
borders to feed and conserve moisture in the soil. 

Recently, a friend gave me some Luffa seed. Not having 
grown this plant before, the first thing I noticed was the 
seeds need sowing February to March! Albeit a little late, I 
have put in one seed per pot as per the instructions. I note 
that Luffa (loofah) can be cooked as a vegetable, not just 
used to wash with in the bath! I will update you all later in 

the year as to how successfully they have grown in the greenhouse. 

Roses are budding well and, if you do spray against black 
spot, now is a good month to start. I recently planted a 
favourite of mine: Rosa Moyesii ‘geranium’. This unusual 
rose is best grown against a wall or through an obelisk. It 
only flowers once a year but has a spectacular profusion of 
geranium red single flowers. 

In the vegetable garden early potatoes can be planted now, ridging up the 
soil so that each row is covered in a pyramid of soil to protect the tubers 
from late frost. Parsnips need sowing this month and remember, they take 
three to four weeks to germinate according to weather conditions. 

Sweet pea sticks can be put in place ready to plant out the young seedlings 
towards the end of April. If you sow sweet peas in a greenhouse do look 
out for mice who like nothing better than to nip off the shoots at the base 
of each plant. 

Summer colour is just around the corner and a popular 
annual is the Impatiens or Busy Lizzie; this plant can 
be grown in sun or partial shade so, if you have an 
area which only gets the afternoon sun, this plant 
should prosper. Tagetes, the marigold, is another 
summer bedding plant that gives us a ‘hot colour’, 
together with nasturtium, fuchsia – the list goes on. 

Cover a small pond if you have one; the fish will soon need feeding and 
they tend to come to the top on warm spring days, just right for a beady 
eyed heron… 

Keep warm out there………………………………………………………..The Arborist.	
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Little Maplestead 

Little Maplestead Parish Council  

Parish Clerk 

Little Maplestead Parish Council want to thank 
Ann Harris for all her hard work over the last 6 
years, but she has now decided to move on. 

This means we now have a 
vacancy for a Parish Clerk. 
Please see separate notice. 

Speed limits and speeding in the village.   PLEASE SLOW DOWN 

As most of you know the Parish Council has taken many initiatives to try to 
get the speed limit in our village lowered from 40 mph to 30 mph. We are 
also hoping to extend the area included in the new limit. 

At the time of writing we have been unsuccessful on both counts, but we 
are still pushing. 

As Spring is approaching many more people will be out enjoying the 
countryside as pedestrians, cyclists or horse riders, as the footpaths and 
bridleways do not always avoid road use. There are many sharp bends, and 
narrow lanes in and around the village, where visibility may be 
compromised. Please drive with care and consideration for other road 
users, and remember that you may be that pedestrian, horse rider or 
cyclist, when you are not behind the wheel. 
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CAROLEAN 
CORONATION 
CELEBRATION 

 

You’ve been invited to celebrate with us. 

 

SUNDAY 7TH MAY 
LITTLE MAPLESTEAD PLAYING FIELD 

1PM ONWARDS 
 

 
INCLUDING 

 
* MAC’S STREET KITCHEN’S FAMOUS 

MAC ‘N’ CHEESE 
 

*FUN DOG SHOW 
 

*VILLAGE ‘BRING-A-PLATE’ 



Little Maplestead Parish Council 
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         Specialising in extensions and alterations 
       Architectural design, structural engineering & planning services 

 

                            

                                                                             01787 460980 

         www.stgreenbuilders.co.uk    info@stgreenbuilders.co.uk   
 
 

Extensions – Alterations 
Conversions – Restorations 

Groundworks – Drainage 
Carpentry – Brickwork 

Roofing 
 
 
 
 
 

kksdlksldnls 
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Richard Edwards Group is the trading name of RE Group Accountants Limited registered in England and Wales, 
number 11895214. Registered office The Maltings, Rosemary Lane, Halstead, Essex, CO9 1HZ  

CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS & BUSINESS ADVISORS 
The Maltings, Rosemary Lane, Halstead, Essex, CO9 1HZ Tel: 01787 477183 

The Lodge, Beacon End Farmhouse, London Road Stanway, CO3 0NQ Tel: 01206 561173 
E-mail: enquiries@r-edwards.com      www.r-edwards.com 

 Accounts Preparation   Business Advice 

 Audit  IHT & Estate Planning  

 Tax Compliance  Profit Improvement Strategies 

 Payroll Bureau & AE Services  IT Services 

Guiding you through these challenging times  
We offer a free Initial Consultation at either of our offices 
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Great Maplestead 

Playing Field Development Project - Progress Update 

Work on installing the new modern, adventure play equipment and safety 
surfacing in the children’s play area is nearly complete, although there is 
some grass re-seeding, tree pruning, ground repairs and settling still to 
take place. 
  
The play area and parts of the field have to remain closed for this to 
happen and the play equipment cannot 
be used until a RoSPA safety inspection 
has been carried out – this will happen 
somet ime in Apr i l . Prov ided the 
inspection is satisfactory, Earth Wrights, 
the constructors, can then hand 
responsibility for the entire play area 
over to the Council; only then can it be 
re-opened to the public. 
  
For safety and insurance reasons the play area remains a 
construction site, which has to stay closed to the public until it is 
handed over; on no account should anyone attempt to access it 
beforehand. 
  
Work on laying the perimeter pathway is currently scheduled to start on 
Monday 17th April and will take around 10 days to complete, during which 
time the whole field will be closed to avoid damage to the path surface as it 
'cures'. 
  
Parts of the car park may also need to be cordoned off to accept materials 
and equipment delivery and storage for the duration of this work – if so, 
these areas will be fenced off for safety and security reasons. Occasionally 
the car park may also need to be closed completely – signs will be in place 
and the information posted on social media. The school has been advised 
and has informed parents. 
  
Weather, ongoing construction work and safety inspections permitting, it is 
hoped to be able to officially open the play area and inaugurate the 
perimeter path during the weekend of the King’s Coronation celebrations – 
further details here next month. 
  

The Playing Field Development Working Party 
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The next bumper Maplesteads’ 

in Great Maplestead Village Hall 
will not be until 

 
Please make a note of the changed date and hold on to 
any suitable items yourself until then – the organisers 

have no storage capacity available. 
 

  Many thanks - more details in the September Magazinee     
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LUXSTONE
We hand carve anything in stone

Unit 4 Stour Valley Business Centre,
Brundon Lane,

Sudbury, CO10 7GB
T: 01787371570    E: info@neilluxton.co.uk

www.luxstone.co.uk

Standard & Bespoke 
Memorials

Renovations
Kitchens & Bathrooms

Carving – Signs
Courses in Letter Cutting 

and Carving
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Paul the Sweep
paul.wheatley@live.co.uk

01787 258021
07775 334272

Professional 
Chimney Sweep

Wood Burners, Open Fires, 
Stoves, Boilers, Inglenook, 

Multi Fuel
Fully insured, certificates Fully insured, certificates 

issued

Bob Chaplin 
Qualified 

Electrical and Fire 
Technician 

Electrical work 
Security Lighting 

Domestic  
and  

Commercial Fire 
Detection 

07795 170644 
01787 469600 
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Pro  Professional Pest Control  
 Great Maplestead 
 
Fast and Reliable Service – Fully Qualified BPCA - NPTC  
Established for 26 years  –  Treatments Guaranteed 
 
Our services cover a whole range of pests including 
Wasps – Hornets – Ants – Fleas – Rats – Mice – Moles  
 

 

Contact Paul on 01787 462939 – Mobile 07715421463 



Page  of  25 48



Page  of  26 48

Preparing Preparing 
your child for your child for 
a bright futurea bright future
We are an independent co-educational 
school for ages 2 to 11, where happy 
children make excellent progress. 
Contact us to book your personal tour 
of our wonderful school.

Rated ‘EXCELLENT’ in all areas by

w: stmargaretsprep.com

Hall Drive, Gosfield, Halstead, 
Essex CO9 1SE

admissions@stmargaretsprep.com
01787 273 050



Great Maplestead 

Great Maplestead Volunteer Network 

Just to let you know that the Great Maplestead Volunteer Support Network 
is still there for you.  
If you would like any help please do not hesitate to contact me by phone on 
01787 461002 or 07773 627897, or by e-mail at jacqui.mee62@gmail.com 

Coffee at St Giles 

Please join us for coffee on Wednesday mornings in the Deane Chapel at St 
Giles’ – or outdoors in the churchyard, if it’s warm enough. We serve from 
10.30am until 12 noon. There is no charge – these are social get-togethers, 
not fundraisers.  Also, we now serve coffee after our regular services, so 
please join us if you can. 
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Hedingham Heritage Society    

Thursday 6 April – ‘Deathly finds in Roman Colchester’ 
A macabre tale of Colchester’s Roman past 
Adam Wightman, the Colchester Archaeologist 
7.30 pm Castle Hedingham Memorial Hall 
  
Sunday 23 April – ‘Bluebells and Red 
Campion’  A spring wildflower walk with 
Sheila Bareham – EWT 
10.30am meet at Castle Hedingham  
Memorial Hall 
  
Our 2023 programme is available at these 
meetings, come and join this local and natural 
history society for the year – annual membership £15.00. 

Members free for all walks and talks: non-members £5 
All Welcome 
Details 
Rob Worley 01787460664   Trudi Cullum 01787462889 
Peter Bayes 01787469953 
hedinghamheritage@gmail.com       www.hedinghamheritage.org.uk 
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Meet at in Great Maplestead Village Hall Car Park

Finish at the Village Hall for drinks and nibbles 
 

Adults: ; Children under 15/dogs:  
 
 

Proceeds to the – please pay before the start of the walk 
https://greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk/parish-information/events/ 

mailto:hedinghamheritage@gmail.com
http://www.hedinghamheritage.org/


News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge 

We are looking forward to April, as the Gardens open for visitors on 
Thursdays from 6 April and we have our first ever Tudor Day on 23 
April.  

The volunteers have been working hard over winter on a range of projects 
so by April there should be a new path, a refreshed rill, more freshly 
planted trees and a new planting area behind the croquet lawn. The 
daffodils and cowslips will still be flowering, and bluebells and tulips at the 
end of the month. There will be the first roses, cherry blossom and lots of 
fresh green leaves. Just some of the highlights to see in the Gardens in 
April.  

On 23 April visitors to the Open Day will learn about the Tudor beginnings 
of the Easton Lodge house and estate. Henry Maynard was granted the 
estate by Elizabeth I in 1590, to add to the local lands he had already 
bought in Tilty. And he subsequently bought land in Broxted and Great 
Easton. Maynard decided he wanted a large new Elizabethan house, on the 
site of the existing hunting lodge, and so what was known as Easton Lodge 
was built.  At the Open Day there will be a range of Tudor activities. The 
Merrie Folke will show the story of Maynard’s relationship with Lord 
Burleigh, his patron, and Elizabeth’s right had man and give a flavour of a 
Tudor St George’s Day. Our archivist will display relevant records too. Lots 
of fun to be had and very educational too!   

For more information go to our website: 

From 6 April, Open Thursdays, 11.00-3.00, last entry 2.00: https://
www.eastonlodge.co.uk/whats-on/open-thursdays-3/  

23 April Open Day 11.00-5.00, last entry 4.00: https://
www.eastonlodge.co.uk/whats-on/april-open-day-our-tudor-beginnings/. 
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Bacon, cheese or hummus rolls; homemade cakes 
 Picnics welcome  Dogs on leads welcome 

See website for details 

www.eastonlodge.co.uk 

OUR 
TUDOR 
STORY 

 Lord Burleigh & entourage visit Easton Lodge    
 Archery & armour Tudor games  Quill writing 

 Pottage making  Net making & weaving               
 Craft & Plant Stalls  

 
 

 Children’s Activities & Nature Trail  
 

11.00am – 5pm (last entry 4pm)                                                         
Entry fees: Adults £6.50, children under 16 free 

Open Day: Sunday 23 April 

Come and explore, together with the  
Companye of Merrie Folke,  
 



Gestingthorpe 

Gestingthorpe ‘Gathering’ Coffee Mornings. 

Trees are budding and flowers are brightening up our village.  A good time 
to take a nice gentle stroll to our village hall to join us and enjoy our coffee 
mornings.  We would love to see you and guarantee a warm welcome, good 
hot tea or coffee and lovely home baked cakes.  
  
Our three (since our coffee mornings started) brilliant home bakers of the 
delicious cakes that they have unfailingly provided for every coffee morning 
are now joined by another villager.  Thank you ladies.    
  
Our coffee mornings during April will be held on the Fridays of 14th and 
28th.  The dates during May will be the Fridays of 12th and 26th. 
  
Our coffee mornings continue to be a great place for villagers and friends to 
have a fortnightly ‘catch up’ over a coffee and cake.  Funds raised at our 
coffee mornings go towards the upkeep and running of our village hall. 
  
If you haven’t yet been to a coffee morning; please come along.  If you are 
in Gestingthorpe and you don’t want to walk along the roads on a wet and 
windy day please give Chris or Rose a call on 01787 462763 who would 
be happy to give you a lift to the village hall. 

Gestingthorpe - Bluebell Sunday 

Wiggery Wood will be ‘open’ for local residents to visit and 
enjoy the Bluebells, together with the other woodland flora, 
on Bank Holiday Sunday, April 30th, from 11a.m to 7p.m 

A special ‘Bluebell Service’ will also be held in the wood at 
3.00 p.m. conducted by the Revd Beverley Vincent. All 
Welcome! 

To find the wood, drive to Hill Farm, Gestingthorpe, where there is ample 
parking, then follow the signs to the wood, which is about 400 yards away. 
Stout footwear is essential! 

N.B The wood will not be ‘open’ in the event of very strong winds. 
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More Gestingthorpe 
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Quiz at the Village Hall 

What a great night!  Some of the many supporters of our village hall came 
along to our quiz on Friday 17th March and enjoyed a few hours of fun of 
quizzing and chatting with their friends and villagers.  Seven rounds of 
varied questions with the final round being ‘Ten evil men in history’.  What 
a way to end a quiz! 

Many of those who had been to our previous quizzes expected to have a 
marathon round of ‘Ding Bats’ (similar to the Catchphrase show on TV) and 
weren’t disappointed.  We said we would use the marathon as a tie-breaker 
if we needed one and it was a good thing we didn’t need it because all but 
one table scored 100% (the other table was close to 100%).  The teams 
were good; the bar for the Ding Bat question setters will need to be raised 
for the next time.      
Our quiz included a filling light cold buffet and drink. That went down well. 
Not much left but we did over order the cheeses. 

A raffle was held and we thank those who provided the prizes.  A good 
boost to our funds. 

It was great to see the fun everyone had and to hear the chatter on the 
night.  That’s what our lovely village hall offers; a place for fun and 
friendship. 

Thank you everyone for coming along. 

Gestingthorpe First Tuesday Book Club 

The Gestingthorpe Book Club meets on the first 
Tuesday of each month in the village hall.  Our 
meetings are very informal with lots of chat, 
laughs, wine & nibbles.  We are currently reading 
Trespasses by Louise Kennedy.   

If you would like to join us, our next meeting is 
Tuesday 4 April @ 7.30pm. 
  
Contact Penny pbagby1@gmail.com or 07840 
367172 for further details. 
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Gestingthorpe Parish Council & Village Hall Committee 

Gestingthorpe Coronation Weekend  
The Parish Council and Village Hall Committee would welcome help over the 
weekend of the Coronation (May 6, 7, 8th). Helping with serving drinks in 
the village hall, or cricket pavilion or manning one of the games that will 
take place on Sunday at the playing field.  

There will also be opportunities on the Monday to help with a litter pick and 
clear up of the many road signs in the village which we could do with help 
to achieve. 

If you think you are able to lend a hand over this weekend, please get in 
touch with Penny Bagby (07840 367172) or Chris Harman (01787 462763). 

What’s On at Gestingthorpe Village Hall? 

Date Use Time
Tuesday,	4	April	2023 Fun,	Fit,	Fab-Dance 9.30	-	10.30
Tuesday,	4	April	2023 Book	Club 19.30	-	21.00
Wednesday,	5	April	2023 Bell	Ringers 4pm-5pm
Thursday,	6	April	2023 Fun,	Fit,	Fab 10.00	-	10.45
Tuesday,	11	April	2023 Fun,	Fit,	Fab-Dance 9.30	-	10.30
Wednesday,	12	April	2023 Bell	Ringers 4pm-5pm
Thursday,	13	April	2023 Fun,	Fit,	Fab 10.00	-	10.45
Friday,	14	April	2023 Coffee	Morning 10.00	-	12.00
Tuesday,	18	April	2023 Fun,	Fit,	Fab-Dance 9.30	-	10.30
Wednesday,	19	April	2023 Bell	Ringers 4pm-5pm
Thursday,	20	April	2023 Fun,	Fit,	Fab 10.00	-	10.45
Thursday,	20	April	2023 Village	Hall	MeeNng 19.30	-	21.00
Tuesday,	25	April	2023 Fun,	Fit,	Fab-Dance 9.30	-	10.30
Tuesday,	25	April	2023 Tuesday	Talk	–	Ten	Sheds	Bakery 19.30	-	21.30
Wednesday,	26	April	2023 Bell	Ringers 4pm-5pm
Thursday,	27	April	2023 Fun,	Fit,	Fab 10.00	-	10.45
Thursday,	27	April	2023 PC	-	Annual	Village	MeeNng 7pm	-	9pm
Friday,	28	April	2023 Coffee	Morning 10.00	-	12.00
Saturday,	29	April	2023 Life	Drawing	Class	 1.00	-	3pm
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Forthcoming Events at Gestingthorpe Village Hall 

Gestingthorpe History Group 
Over the weekend of the Coronation (May 6, 7 & 8), we will be having an 
exhibition in the Village Hall showing images, words and artefacts relating 
to the history of Gestingthorpe. The exhibition will open at 10am on the 
Saturday and be available for anyone to come and have a look (and listen) 
over the following 3 days. 

There will be a video playing which will highlight some of the activities we 
have been involved with over the 11 years since our last exhibition which 
will feature sound-bites of the interviews we have been fortunate to record 
of residents old and new. 

Tea and Coffee will be available throughout the days and there will be 
further displays taking place in the Church and information regarding tours 
of Ashley Cooper’s Museum at Hill Farm. 
Look out for further details via the Village Facebook page, notice boards or 
the flyers that will circulate throughout the village. 

25	April	2023 Tuesday	Talk	–	Ten	Sheds	Bakery 7.30pm
6	–	8	May	2023 GesNngthorpe	History	Group	

ExhibiNon
From	10am	
Tea,	Coffee,	Cake	on	sale

6	May CoronaNon	Drinks 6pm
20	May	2023 Spring	CraY	Fair 10am-3pm
7	June	2023 Summer	Party To	be	advised
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Pebmarsh 

St John the Baptist Church 

May I start by wishing you all a Happy Easter as we all watch our gardens spring 
into life and enjoy the daffodils. We will soon enjoy the scent of fresh flowers 
back in the church and some warmer weather.  
  
The Easter Service on the 9th April will be held at Great Maplestead with the 
benefice choir. 
  
We will be holding the AGM of the Parochial Church Council on the 23rd April after 
our 11am service.  
  
May I make a plea to our community as we are in desperate need of people to 
help our small team to run and maintain the church. There are many things 
people could help with, for instance flower arranging, delivering magazines, 
unlocking the church and joining the PCC to help run the church.  
  
We also need help occasionally at weddings, funerals and baptisms as sidesmen 
(ushers). It could be that you are already attending one of these events and 
could help on the day. It helps spread the load and make things run smoothly. 
We would welcome volunteers to help us carry out a good spring clean on 
Saturday 15th April at 10 am, with coffee and homemade cake thrown in of 
course! 
  
 If anyone is interested in flower arranging but doesn’t feel confident, I am happy 
to guide you.  In a world where we are all trying to be more sustainable we 
encourage helpers to pick flowers from their own gardens and have flowers only 
on the main alter for monthly services. At other festivals we have a small team 
who get together and decorate the church as a group. 
  
Pebmarsh is very lucky to have a good community and with quite a few new 
faces, as people move into the village. In some cases this has been one of the 
reasons they have chosen our village. Some people still return to clubs and 
events having moved away. So, please think about getting involved and meeting 
some people new and old.  
  
A big thank you must go out to Paula Hele for organising 
an annual litter pick through the village and all who 
helped. 
  
Sarah Burgess	
Pebmarsh Church Warden  
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Support In Pebmarsh 

Pebmarsh Volunteers continue to be here for you. If you need anything, 
such as if you're isolating/quarantining and need help to collect 
prescriptions or with shopping, get in touch with Kate Carling, please 
phone: 267924, and she will put you in touch with your village Volunteer. 

The following information is deliberately featured in a different orientation  
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King’s Head Public House	

We hope you will be interested in the events planned at the King’s Head 
over the next few months.  Ryan, Cathy and their team plan to offer 
something for everyone in the community and they look forward to 
welcoming you. 
  

Quiz Nights: Thursdays: 6 April, 11 May - 8pm   

Easter Bank Holiday:  7-10 April 
·       Easter Fun for Kids:  Saturday 8 April 
·       Live music with “Jaars” the ultimate cover band: 
  Sunday 9 April, 8pm 

  
Beer Festival: Saturday April 29 - Monday 1 May 

·       Beers and ciders to try.   Barn open:   Saturday 12-8pm 
      Sunday 12-8pm 

                                                                                Monday 12-5pm 
·       Karaoke: Sunday 30 April from 8pm 

  
King’s Coronation Holiday:  6-8 May 

·    “Street Party”:  Saturday 6 May: A fun day of bouncy 
castle, brilliant magician, street food and more 

·  Live music with popular local band “Blueprint” from 8pm 
  

As a lways you can f ind out about events a t the pub v ia 
www.kingsheadpebmarsh.co.uk or by following the pub on Facebook 
@kingsheadpebmarsh or Instagram @kingshead_Pebmarsh 
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Pebmarsh Village Hall 

Mondays         Dog training club - 17.15 - 21.00 
 Wendy Beard 0730519560 

  
Tuesdays         Pilates and Yoga - 09.45 - 10.30  

 Jade Gooding - https://pilatesandyogawithjade.com/ 
                         

 Ladies Club - 12.30 - 15.00 Every 2nd Tuesday in the   
  Committee Room  

 Sandra Beaney  
  

 **** NEW: Community Outreach    
 POST OFFICE every Tuesday in the   

 committee room 14:00 - 16:00 ****  

  

Wednesdays    Adult dance exercise class - 19.00 - 20:00  
 Kim Richardson - dance.kimrichardson@gmail.com 
  

Thursdays        Art Group -11.00 - 16.00  
 Sue Burgess 07443 537569 

                       
 Youth Club - 18.30 - 20.30 - every other week 
 Carol Parker  
  

Fridays            Life drawing art club - 10.00 - 12.00 
 Glynis Hughes  

                        
 Dog training club - 19.00 - 21:30 
 Wendy Beard  

  
For any further information on any of our club activities or to book the hall 
for an event / party please contact Kelly Thompson by 
emailing pebmarshvillagehall@gmail.com or calling 07919 897592 
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Pebmarsh History Corner 

Extract from the Easter edition of Pebmarsh Magazine April 1970 

Death of Rev. T.D.S Bayley, M.A. (9.3.70) 

Although 71 years of age, the sad news of the sudden passing of Denis 
Bayley so soon after the demise of his aged housekeeper, Miss White, 
reached this parish on Monday evening with considerable shock. 

Rector of Pebmarsh from 1930 – 1957, his tall figure often walking 
thoughout the parish and talking to parishioners was a familiar sight in 
those days. 

He saw service in the First World War and as a result suffered the effects of 
being gassed. 

He was ordained in 1922, during the early years of his incumbency here he 
was instrumental in persuading the Diocese to build the present Rectory 
above Mill Lane and he took great interest in choosing the site and 
supervising the work, which was blessed by the Bishop of Chelmsford on 
14.12.39. 

Installed in the New Rectory together with his Mother, younger sister and 
Miss White, he devoted much of his spare time in search of information 
both documentary and orally which he collected in connection with the past 
history of the Parish Church.  

Finally in 1946 he was able to have printed by the Oxford University Press 
the 85 page book on Pebmarsh Church together with 19 interesting plates, 
a very worthy and lasting memento to a past Rector. 

Instigator of the move to retain the Church School in the Parish following 
the 1944 Education Act, he was mainly responsible for the village effort in 
raising over £1000, in the early 1950’s towards a new school building.  

Due to long and protracted deliberations and negotiations between the 
various bodies involved, the present Primary School was not built until 
1966, but it is pleasing to remember that the Rev. Bayley travelled from 
Chichester to be present at the formal opening and blessing by the Bishop 
of Chelmsford in September of that year. 

An authority on Church Law’s procedure his scrupulous handling and 
recording of both ecclesiastical and parochial matters has left for posterity a 
visible and desirable standard to be achieved as well as a lucid record for 
historians. 
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Prior to relinquishing the Incumbency of Pebmarsh in 1957, he had made 
and erected near the village centre at his own expense, the outstanding 
OAK “Fitz Ralph” emblemed parish name sign. 

The funeral and burial took place at East Lavant Church on Friday March 
13th and among the floral tributes was one from his friends in Pebmarsh. 

Our condolences are extended to his two sisters, Mrs Neave and her family 
and Miss Joan Bayley. 

During the same evening a quarter muffled peal of Plain Bob Major was 
rung in Pebmarsh Church Bells as a tribute to a late Rector, by Messrs 
Arnold (Conductor), T. Bird, V. Buttle, R. Rippingale, G. Trendell and C. 
Weavers. 

Any interesting posts/articles on Pebmarsh from yesteryear? 
Please send to Luke Brown (Lhwbrown@hotmail.co.uk) 

  

Pebmarsh Village Hall Events 

Mondays         Dog training club - 17.15 - 21.00 
   Wendy Beard 0730519560 

  
Tuesdays        Pilates and Yoga - 09.45 - 10.30  

  Jade Gooding - https://pilatesandyogawithjade.com/ 
 Ladies Club - 12.30 - 15.00 Every 2nd Tuesday in the   

  Sandra Beaney    Committee Room  
  
Wednesdays   Adult dance exercise class - 19.00 - 20:00  

 Kim Richardson - dance.kimrichardson@gmail.com 
  

Thursdays      Art Group -11.00 - 16.00   Sue Burgess 07443 537569 
 Youth Club - 18.30 - 20.30 - every other week - Carol Parker  
  

Fridays         Life drawing art club - 10.00 - 12.00 
 Glynis Hughes  
 Dog training club - 19.00 - 21:30 
 Wendy Beard  

  
For any further information on any of our club activities or to book the hall for 
a n e v e n t / p a r t y p l e a s e c o n t a c t K e l l y T h o m p s o n b y 
emailing pebmarshvillagehall@gmail.com or calling 07919 897592 

Page  of  43 48

https://pilatesandyogawithjade.com/
mailto:dance.kimrichardson@gmail.com
mailto:pebmarshvillagehall@gmail.com


Hedingham Medical Centre 

The Castle Hedingham surgery: 01787 461465. The 
surgery is open from 11.00 - 13.00 and 14.00 - 18.00 
Monday to Friday to collect pre-ordered prescriptions. 
Their website is www.hedmed.co.uk. 
Out-of-hours appointments will be available from 
6.30pm to 8pm on weekdays, and from 9am to 5pm 

on Saturdays. 
An out-of-hours appointment might not be at your regular GP surgery. When you 
book an appointment, you will be told where the appointment will be. 

Local Information 

Local Women’s Running Group: laurabloom@btinternet.com or on 
07801 749802   

Local L ibraries: Ha ls tead and S ib le Hedingham L ibrar ies , 
libraries.essex.gov.uk. 

Four Parishes Book Group: Alison Cantor. 01787 462537  or 
acantor56@outlook.com 

Sudbury Area Cancer Support Group: Ruth Worsley on ruth-
SACSG@outlook.com 

The U3A Halstead: u3asites.org.uk/halstead/welcome 

The U3A Sudbury: u3asites.org.uk/sudbury/home 

U3A Braintree: u3asites.org.uk/braintree/events 

Halstead & District Photographic Society: www.halsteadphoto.org.uk 

Gestingthorpe History Society: www.gestingthorpehg.co.uk 

Community Agents; Community-based support for an ageing population: 
www.communityagentsessex.org.uk. 

The Empire Theatre Halstead: www.empire-theatre.co.uk 

Halstead and District Local History Society: 
www.halsteadhistory.org.uk. 

The Hedingham Singers: Bob L i l ley on 07790 573435 or 
www.thehedinghamsingers.com/. 

Sudbury Newstalk: www.sudburynewstalk.co.uk or 01787 468535. 

Clare Bridge Club: https://www.bridgewebs.com/clare/ 
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Village Emergency Telephone Service (VETS) 

VETS provide support when a defibrillator is required although the first 
action must be a 999 call. The telephone numbers of the village VETS are: 
Little Maplestead 01787 852252 
Gestingthorpe 01787 852850 

Neighbourhood Watch representatives 

Gestingthorpe Helen Skerratt 01787 237297 
Great Maplestead Ian Johnson 01787 461109 
Little Maplestead Bill Piper 01787 473933  

Parish Council Websites 

Gestingthorpe www.gestingthorpepc.co.uk 
Great Maplestead www.greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Little Maplestead www.littlemaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Pebmarsh www.parishcouncil.pebmarsh.com  

Local & National Authority Representatives 

Essex County Council 
Councillor Peter Schwier - cllr.peter.schwier@essex.gov.uk  
Braintree District Council 
Great and Little Maplestead 
Councillor Peter Schwier - cllr.pschwier@braintree.gov.uk 
Gestingthorpe  
Councillor Wendy Scattergood - cllr.wscattergood@braintree.gov.uk 
Pebmarsh 
Councillor George Courtauld- cllr.gcourtauld@braintree.gov.uk 
Councillor Gabrielle Spray - cllr.gspray@braintree.gov.uk 
Westminster 
James Cleverly MP - james.cleverly.mp@parliament.uk 
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All the April Church Services around our Parishes 

2nd Palm Sunday  We begin our service at 10am in the Round Church, 
Little Maplestead, then walk (if able) to St Giles to continue our service 
at 10:45. Followed by refreshments. 

	 Monday	3rd																				 	 7pm	Compline	 @	Li]le	Maplestead.													

	 Tuesday	4th		 	 	 7pm	Compline	 @	GesNngthorpe.																						

	 Wednesday	5th														 	 7pm	Compline		 @	Pebmarsh.	

	 Maundy	Thursday	6th	 	 7.30pm	Holy	Communion	@	Great	Maplestead.	

	 Friday	7th	Good	Friday								 2pm	The	Last	Hour	@	GesNngthorpe.	

	 Sunday	9th	Easter	Sunday				 10am	Holy	Communion@	Great	Maplestead.	

	 Sunday	16th		 10am				Team	Service	Holy	Communion	St	Andrew’s,	Earls	Colne.	

																									 	 10:30				Café	Church	 	 	 Great	Maplestead.	

	 Wed	19th												 10am				BCP	Holy	Communion	 GesNngthorpe.	

	 Sunday	23rd								 9:30						Holy	Communion	 	 Great	Maplestead.	

																										 	 9:30						Morning	Prayer		 	 Li]le	Maplestead.	

																												 	 11am				Morning	Worship	 	 Pebmarsh.	

																										 	 4pm					Compline																																	GesNngthorpe.	

	 Sunday	30th								 10:30				Team	Service		Holy	Communion	St	Andrew’s,	Halstead.	

																										 	 3pm					Bluebell	Service															Wiggery	Wood,	GesNngthorpe.	
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The Churchwardens serving our Benefice are
Great Maplestead Gill Peskett 

Jill Newton
01787 462786 
01787 463893

gillpeskett43@gmail.com 
gilliannewton4@gmail.com

Little Maplestead

Gestingthorpe Alice Nolda 
Peter Nice

01787 469688 
01787 460126

- 
peter.427nice@btinternet.com

Pebmarsh Jim Crayston 
Sarah 
Burgess

07957870340 
01787 269092

jim@craystonfarms.co.uk 
sarahburgess@btinternet.com
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Colour, Take a Pic & Get Printed! 

Page  of  47 48



Coming Up and Save the Date 

Wednesday mornings Coffee at St Giles, Great Maplestead 
Friday mornings fortnightly, Gestingthorpe Coffee Mornings 

22 April, The Hedingham Singers, St Giles, Great Maplestead 
23 April, Our Tudor Story, Gardens of Easton Lodge 

29 April, Life Drawing Class, Gestingthorpe 
30 April, Bluebell Sunday, Wiggery Woods, Gestingthorpe 

30 April, Willow Weaving Course, The Pheasant, Gestingthorpe 
4 May, Local Elections - remember your ID 

6 May, Maplestead Royal Variety 
6-8 May, All Villages Celebrate the King’s Coronation 

20 May, Annual Plant Sale, Little Maplestead 
20 May, Spring Craft Fair, Gestingthorpe 
16 Sept, Jumble Sale, Great Maplestead 

The Reverend Beverley Vincent 
The Rectory khvicar@gmail.com 07944 200132            
Church Street   01787 460273 
Great Maplestead   
Halstead  
CO9 2RG  

Parish News is printed by Paul Clark Printing Ltd 
Suite 6 . Enterprise House . Rippers Court . Sible Hedingham 

Halstead . Essex . CO9 3PY 01787 469628  sales@paulclarkprint.co.uk 
 

Parish News Website 

The magazine is available in colour on the Parish News website, which is a 
gateway to our four villages and their churches. The website address is: 

www.knights-hospitallers.org.uk
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The copy deadline for the May 2023 magazine is Friday 21 April 2023 
Submit your copy early to guarantee inclusion. Email me or our village reps. 

Copy 
Editor Nic Coppen 07743 816725 nicola.coppen@live.co.uk 
Gestingthorpe Andy Craig 07970 395640 andy@mdamarketing.com 
Gt Maplestead Ann Harris 01787 462818 ann66harris@gmail.com 
Little Maplestead Jenny Bishop 07906 083999 pmeditor@icloud.com 
Pebmarsh Luke Brown 07919 375341 lhwbrown@hotmail.co.uk
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