WINTER 2023

HERITAGE HALL MUSEUM & ARCHIVES
headlines
23 reflectlons for 2023

If we were to mark 2022 at Heritage
Hall Museum & Archives in the
tradition of the early American
Indian tribes who used winter counts
- pictorial calendars - to record the
primary events in their lives, our
museum would document last year
with a sketch of the Ludwig and
Susanna Deckert House.

Our staft and volunteers devoted
hundreds of hours to the final steps
in the relocation/restoration of the
historical early-1880s home last year.
We opened the house, which is listed
on the National Register of Historic
Places, to the public with special events
in October. We have a few things to
tidy up, but we’re thrilled that after a
five-year process, we can share its rich
history with our guests once again.

But 2022 was also filled with dozens
of other important and exciting
projects. We've compiled them -
primarily in chronological order - to

Th/s detall of the W/nter count in ourArnvaI
on the Prairie Gallery comes from the
Cheyenne River Sioux Nation. Drawn on
elk hide, it depicts events from 1769 to
1860. Each pictograph, recorded in winter,
marks the past year with a single event.

Our museum comp/ex in January 2023 the photo was taken by Jeremy Waltner.

help document the life and times of
our community’s museum.

1. In January we began the final
phase of renovating the front area of
the museum and mercantile area. We
updated the lobby and remodeled/
improved the office, thanks to a
generous donation from a friend of the
museum.

2. We also extended the walls to
the ceiling in our new Faith Traditions
Gallery, painted the ceiling black
and installed new track lighting. The
lighting project was made possible by
a generous grant from Golden West
Telecommunications.

3. On Feb. 4, our museum was
prominently featured in the debut of
Dakota Life, a South Dakota Public
Broadcasting program that told
Freeman’s story.

4. From Feb. 6 through April 24,
the historical Bethel Church became
home to “Voices of Conscience.” This
traveling exhibit from the Kauffman
Museum of North Newton, Kan.,
shares stories of those who questioned
and challenged the 1914-18 conflict
we know as World War I. It was
rescheduled from 2020; it had been
postponed because of Covid-19. The
exhibit attracted a number of groups,
including students from Freeman
Academy who incorporated it into
their history class. We also scheduled
several programs in conjunction with
the exhibit. On March 25 and 26, Dora
Maendel of the Fairholme Hutterite
Colony in Manitoba and Dr. Duane
Stoltzfus, professor of communication
at Goshen (Ind.) College and author of

continued on page 3
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The Director’s Perspective

“When you get a groove going, time flies” - Donald
Fagen.

Time has definitely been flying by at the museum and
our “23 reflections” give you just a glimpse of what we
were up to — what our “groove” was — in 2022.

But a new year has begun, and we are looking forward
to what is ahead. We have a new board of directors, and
you'll find them listed at the bottom of this page. They
are already gathering in committee work to focus on
the various aspects of building a better organization.

It is exciting to welcome the newcomers to this group
of individuals who are committed to improving our
organization and making HHM&A a better place.

Meanwhile, the HHM&A staft continues to work on a variety of projects, most
notably the Natural World Gallery. This multi-faceted gallery will cover various
aspects of the physical world we are part of here in southeastern South Dakota.
We are so happy that such a variety of people have been willing to collaborate
with us on this, and we’re excited to show visitors what’s been happening.

While it is a relief to have the Deckert House project behind us, the “project”
will continue as we finish up the little things and move on to others like
landscaping and, perhaps, starting “Susanna’s Garden” to feature plants that our
forebears brought with them from Russia and/or grew or utilized here on the
wide-open plains. There will always be projects and possibilities related to this
budding farmstead on the east side of our museum complex.

And, as is the case with wooden buildings subject to the elements, some of our
historical buildings will be needing paint. Built in 1896 just south of Freeman,
the Diamond Valley schoolhouse needs some TLC.

Another concern that we need to grapple with is that of security and how to
best protect and secure our historical buildings and the entire museum complex.

These are just some of the things that will take our time and attention this year.
As always, we welcome those who have expertise to share or who volunteer to
help out. And financial donations are always needed and appreciated.

We are hopeful that 2023 will offer a return to the level of activities (and
visitors) we saw prior to the disruption of Covid-19. If you are in the area, please
stop by. Check out our mercantile. Take some time to meander through the
museum complex or research in the archives. There is an exciting “groove” going
on here at HHM&A!

Marnette D. (Ortman) Hofer
Executive Director/ Archivist

HHM&A Board of Directors

Marlan Kaufman, chair

(vice chair to be named)

Jeanne Carter, secretary

Kevin Albrecht, treasurer

Nathan Bates, Brett Eisenbeis, Viki
Graber, Chantel Hofer, Charles Schrag,
Kevin Waltner, Terry Waterman

Our Mission

‘is to preserve, educate and foster
appreciation for the diverse natural
and cultural history of the greater
Freeman area, settled largely by
Germans from Russia in the 1870s.

TAGE Staff
pa . 3 Marnette D. (Ortman) Hofer, executive
? J l[l[fﬂlllll = director/archivist

Terry Quam, curator

Brian Skinner, facilities manager

Tim L. Waltner, communication/
education coordinator
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Schmeckfest returns

After a three-year hiatus (thank you
Covid-19) Schmeckfest 2023 is just
around the corner. This community
festival is a fundraiser for Freeman
Academy, and we are grateful that they
are willing to share the activities at
HHM&A with their guests. We have
a variety of programming planned. In
addition to visiting the museum and
archives and perusing the mercantile,
we'll be featuring basket-weaving and
rope-making demonstrations and our
model train is always fun to watch.
And the ever-popular Heritage Pickers
will be back, sharing 10-minute talks
about a variety of topics related to
our museum collection. In the Bethel
Church, we have several presentations
planned, including a visit with one of
our mercantile artisans, Kevin Gross of
Goshen, Ind., about the fractal artwork
that he creates, and a presentation by
Hutterite historian and area native,
Rodney Hofer of Lawrence, Kan.

Watch the Freeman Courier, our
Facebook page, and our website for
more details in the upcoming weeks.

Counting up to 150

The Freeman area was settled
largely by Germans from Russia -
German-speaking people who had
lived in Russia for a time and chose
to immigrate to America in the
1870s. With the availability of land to
homestead in the Great Plains region,
many came here to begin a new life
with an immigration wave that began
in 1874. 2024 will mark 150 years
since they began to settle in the larger
Freeman area, and we plan to be a part
of celebrating this milestone. If you
are interested in helping us brainstorm
and plan a celebration, please contact
us. And if you know of documents,
photos, recordings or stories that could
enhance the history we share, let us
know. This is “our story;” and we are
passionate about preserving it and
inviting others to explore the impact of
these and others who came to Dakota
Territory, persevered, created this
community and made it their home.
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“Pacifists in Chains: The Persecution
of Hutterites during the Great War;’
shared the story of four local Hutterite
men who were imprisoned at Alcatraz;
their story is part of the Voices of
Conscience exhibit. The program was
supported in part by a grant from the
South Dakota Humanities Council, an
affiliate of the National Endowment
for the Humanities. On April 2, the
Freeman Network for Justice and
Peace sponsored a program that shared
other local stories.

5. Seth Varner and friends of
Wandermore Publishing visited the
museum on March 14 as part of their
whirlwind tour of all 310 incorporated
towns in South Dakota. Their goal is to
showcase and document every town’s
history, architecture, etc. through
photographs for people to enjoy for
generations. They proclaimed Freeman
as the “Chislic Capital of America.”

6. After being canceled in 2020
and 2021 because of Covid-19,
Schmeckfest returned as a significantly
scaled-back ”Schmeck Stop” on March
26 and April 2; we opened for visitors
with extended hours on both days.

7. A derecho roared across the
region on May 12 causing widespread
damage. Although our museum
was spared, the two large HHM&A
billboards both north and south of
Freeman

| along
Fh e Highway
| 'k W 81 were
knocked
down.
{ Maxwell
M Hutterite
o Colony
assisted us
i by getting
them back up in June. The billboards
are important tools in our marketing
and promotion; guests often comment
they’ve stopped in because they’ve seen
our signs.

8. Two interns joined our staff in
summer 2022. Ryan Mews, a graduate
student at USD, helped research and
refresh the interior of the Deckert

NIV scnun e
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House. Madeline Hofer, a Freeman
native studying at Dordt University,
assisted with weekend staffing at the
museum, recorded video interviews
and helped prepare materials for

an interactive kiosk planned in the
Deckert House.

9. Madeline also helped us set up
Square, a new point-of-sale system that
we're using for admissions, mercantile
sales and inventory management. This
improves our efficiency and customer
service.

A special exhibit featuring vintage bicycles

opened in the Unruh-Tieszen Wing in June.
Photo courtesy of Carol Eisenbeis

10. On June 3 we offered a special
program about bicycles titled “200
Years on 2 Wheels” to participants of
RASDak (Ride Across South Dakota)
who had gathered in Freeman in
preparation for a (motorized) trip to
Hill City where they began their trek
back to Freeman. The program was
held beside our special exhibit in the
Unruh-Tieszen Wing that featured our
vintage bicycles and several bicycles on
loan from Linden Graber of Freeman
and the Kauffman Museum in Kansas.
The exhibit is a reminder that things
are always changing with something
new - even for local visitors who've
been to the museum recently.

11. Guests gathered at the Prairie
Arboretum Interpretive Center on
June 5 for a Sunday afternoon tea party
with Phyllis Schrag, sponsored by
Heritage Hall Museum & Archives as a
fundraiser for the museum.

12. We hosted several activities
for attendees of the Central Plains
Mennonite Conference held in
Freeman June 16-19, including a
showing of our movie, “Three Groups,

One Story”

13. Organizers of the S.D. MCC
Relief Sale held on the Freeman
Academy campus July 9, included our
museum in their promotion and we
extended our hours to welcome those
attending the sale.

14. On July 10, we sponsored a
program at the Salem-Zion Mennonite
(North) Church featuring Ellen
Ortman, who shared her research
on East Freeman Swiss-Volhynian
Mennonite nicknames. We later
printed a booklet of the information
Ellen compiled. It’s on sale in our
mercantile.

15. July 30 was a big day in
Freeman with the 2022 South Dakota
Chislic Festival held on the grounds
of the neighboring Prairie Arboretum.
We had a steady stream of visitors tour
our museum with extended hours
from morning until evening. Museum
director Marnette Hofer and Ian Tuttle
of Omaha shared the history of chislic
in presentations at the festival.

16. In August, Freeman’s new disc
golf course opened on the southeastern
portion of the Prairie Arboretum. The
Freeman Lions Club, which established
the course, invited our museum to
be a partner so our mercantile added
individual discs and disc sets to our
inventory - both for rent and sale.

17. In August, Freeman native,
author and historian Gary Waltner,
who has lived most of his life in
Germany, returned for what he
said may have been his final visit
to his home
community.
On Aug. 21
he shared
migration
stories of the |
Germans from
Russia who
began settling
in southeastern
Dakota Territory in the 1870s, during a
well-attended event at Pioneer Hall on
the Freeman Academy campus.

18. On Sept. 12 we inaugurated

continued on back page
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“Main on Mondays” a weekly
Facebook feature that shares a photo
and bit of history from our archives.

It began as a way to celebrate the
opening of Freeman’s new Main Street,
but it has become a popular weekly
history lesson that were continuing
every Monday.

-

19. After being closed since 2018
for moving, renovation, restoration
and refurbishing, the 140-year-old
Ludwig and Susanna Deckert House
was reopened with special activities
on Oct. 14-16. We invited Deckert
descendants for an open house on
Friday and then opened the home
to the public with extended hours
on Saturday and Sunday. We also
sponsored three programs. Ryan
Mews and Marnette Hofer offered a
closer look at the Deckert family, their
home, and the project we had just
completed. Another program, “New
Discoveries in Volhynian Low German
Mennonite History” was presented
by Rodney Ratzlaft, a Low German
Mennonite historian who lives in
Olathe, Kan., and “The Dutch Golden

Age - Mennonite to the Core,” featured

Dr. Lauren Friesen of North Newton,
Kan. All the programs were held at
the neighboring Bethel Mennonite
Church.

20. Fall 2022 also marked the
conclusion of renovations and
restorations at the Johannesthal
Reformed Church, which served
parishioners west of Freeman from

1902 until 1967. The improvements
included bringing electricity and new
lighting to the church. We can now
offer both the Johannesthal and Bethel
churches to groups/organizations
wanting to rent space for programs
and meetings.

21. One area we branched
into last year is technology in our
storytelling. Our website and social
media have become important tools
for us in recent years. We've added
QR codes to broaden the scope of our
exhibits. We've been digitizing some
of the materials in our archives and
conducting video interviews. We're
grateful to the Freeman Public School
District for donating three Promethean
Boards to the museum that enable
us to create interactive displays for
guests. We've established a YouTube
channel. We've tried — with marginal
success — livestreaming events. We are
committed to strengthening this aspect
of our museum.

22. One of the most exciting
developments of 2022 was the
collaborations that emerged. We noted
Freeman Public School’s donation of
the Promethean boards, the invitation
from the Lions Club to join the disc
golf project, the working relationship
with the MCC Relief Sale. We also
were pleased to participate with
Schmeckfest, the S.D. Chislic Festival
and Freeman’s Hometown Christmas.
Perhaps the most heartwarming
example of collaboration is what’s
happening in our Natural World
Exhibit. Last spring, Thor Aanenson,
then an 8th grader at Freeman Public,
visited the museum with his parents.
His interest in our plans for the natural
world exhibit led him to apply for
and receive a grant from the Freeman
Community Foundation to help us
tell the story of the mosasaur fossil we
have in our collection. The Freeman
Lion’s Club funded the creation of a

replica of the mosasaur skull that will
be the centerpiece of our restructured
Natural World Gallery. The gallery
will also include a refreshed display
of our mounted animals. Local artist
Michelle L. Hofer is bringing her
artistic skills to transform the beams
that frame the diorama into trees. A
backdrop featuring Jeremy Waltner’s
photo of the Turkey Ridge Valley sets
the scene for the birds and animals.
Other elements of our natural history
will be incorporated into the gallery,
which we hope to fully complete by
the end of the year. We're thrilled by
the collaboration on these projects,
which has also included local science
teachers.

23. Our review of 2023 would be
incomplete without acknowledging
the war in Ukraine; many of us in
our community trace our roots to
that region. Russia’s invasion came
shortly after we helped sponsor
an ongoing project promoting
“velotourism” (bicycle tourism) in
the Ostrog area of Ukraine. This area
was formerly known as Volhynia
and was home to a number of the
Germans from Russia that eventually
came to this community, including
the Low German Mennonite village
of Karlswalde. Because of this project,
photos of former Mennonite homes
(many like our Deckert House) began
to come to light. We grieve for the
people of Ukraine. We hope and pray
for peace in that region and look
forward to a time when this project
can resume.
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Ruby

Duane Schrag, Freeman

Emerald
Jean Ralston, Fountain Valley, Calif.
Elda Unruh, Bluffton, Ohio

Platinum

Kevin Albrecht, Marion

Maynard Augst, Montgomery, Minn.

Complete Media - Matt Luke, Sioux
Falls

Jolene Cook, Phoenix, Ariz.

Dennis Epp, Freeman

Charles & Diana Graber, Newton,
Kan.

Rachael Nealis Grant, Los Angeles,
Calif.

Robert & Lois Haar, Yankton

Bruce & Monica Hofer, Freeman

Paul Jr. & Priscilla Hofer, Freeman

Steve C. & Janie Hofer, Energy, Texas

Vernon J. & Norma Hofer, Freeman

Wyona E. Hofer, Freeman

Marlan & Rosemary Kaufman,
Canistota

Dorothy M. Preheim, Freeman

Ron & Lois Preheim, Newton, Kan.

Salem Mennonite Church, Freeman

Donald C. & Mary K. Schenk, Sioux
City, Iowa

Gloria Schnabel, Emery

Dawn Stahl, Freeman

Donovan & Heidi Waltner-Pepper,
Oak Park, Il

Gold

Marlow & Lorriane Deckert,
Freeman

Donovan & Sherryl Friesen,
Freeman

Velda Krengel, Phoenix, Ariz.

Orville & Janelle Ortman, Marion

Keith & Sharon Waltner, Freeman

Silver

Bill & Coleen Black, Elkhorn, Neb.

Jeanne Carter, Sioux Falls

Frances Mae Core, Bluffton, Ohio

Jim & Teresa Dick, Marion

Freeman Courier - Jeremy Waltner,
Freeman

Freeman Lumber - Dan & Loy
Herrbodt, Freeman

Mike & Marikay Shaw Freeman,
Dunkirk, Md.

Joe L Graber, Augusta, Kan.

Johnny Graber, Freeman

Linden & Judy Graber, Marion

Rachel Graber, Parker

Harriet Haggett, Wickenburg, Ariz.

Lynell & Pauline Hofer, Freeman

Hutterite Centennial Committee,
Freeman

Ken & Deanna Kehn, Libby, Mont.

Cheryl Koch, Sioux Falls

William & Sally Schoppert Little,
Mililani, Hawaii

MAX - Carlos & Ros Hofer, Sioux

To Our 2022 Heritage Hall Museum & Archives Members

Your support enables us to continue developing our museum

Falls

Ellen Ortman, Marion

Marlo & Mavis Ortman, Marion

Gwen Preheim-Bartel, Goshen, Ind.

Leroy & Winifred Saner, Elkhart,
Ind.

Nathan Schrag, Marion

James & Sharla Unruh, Marion

Jorgiann Waltner, Minneapolis,
Minn.

Kevin & Amy Waltner, Hurley

Tom & Patty Waltner, Mashpee,
Mass.

Tony Waltner, Marion

Bronze

Anonymous (2)

BDC Financial Services, Inc. - Brad
& Kris Carlson, Parker

Bonita Augst, Bloomington, Minn.

John & Jeri Butkus, Freeman

CorTrust Bank, Freeman

Samuel Deckert, Billings, Mont.

Steve Deckert, Billings, Mont.

Larry & Anette Eisenbeis, Marion

Shella & Duane Franz, Mt. Lake,
Minn.

Freeman Network for Justice and
Peace, Freeman

Marlyn & Maureen Friesen,
Freeman

Marian Gering, Freeman

LaVerne & Janice Graber, Freeman

Elmer & Judy Gross, Freeman

Jake Jr. & Irene Gross, Freeman

Keith Hofer & Joann Smith,
Freeman

Rodney Hofer, Lawrence, Kan.

Stewart & Chantel Hofer,
Bridgewater

Vanessa Hofer & Hans Weaver,
Lancaster, Pa.

Cheryl Lehmann, Sioux Falls

Salem Mennonite Home, Freeman

Leron & Carol Peters, Omaha, Neb.

Laurel & Twila Preheim, Omaha,
Neb.

Salem-Zion Mennonite Church,
Freeman

Lillian Schroeder, Sioux City, Iowa

Gary & Jennifer Tschetter, Freeman

Larry & Edie Tschetter, Freeman

Leo & Blanche Tschetter, Arlington

Russell & MarJean Waltner, Freeman

Tim & Mary Waltner, Freeman

Jill Whittington, Freeman

David & Rachel Winters, Tulsa,
Okla.

Jo Wohlenberg, Yankton

Conductor

Anonymous

James Adrian, Freeman

Bud & Delores Arbeiter, Marion
Clinton & Darlene Bauer, Freeman
Jerome & Yvonne Bentz, Platte
Geraldine Berg, Marion

Allyn Brosz, Washington, D.C.

John & Vanessa Buhr, Newtown,
Penn.
Dennis Delzer, Richardson, Texas
Jean Detrich, Chapman, Kan.
Arden & Marilyn Dewald, Freeman
Robert & Marla Engbrecht, Marion
LeRoy & Janette Epp, Freeman
Michael Epp, Wichita, Kan.
First Interstate Bank, Freeman
Connie Friesen, Freeman
Steve & Charlene Friesen, Freeman
Jerry & Elaine Glanzer, Bridgewater
Phil & Judy Glanzer, Sioux Falls
Glenn Roth Law Office & Roth
Realty - Glenn Roth, Freeman

Cecil & Susan Graber, Denver, Colo.

Cordell & Clara Graber, Freeman

Darryll & Linda Graber, Renton,
Wash.

Lerace Graber, Freeman

Perry Gross, Huntley, I1l.

Darrel & Renee Hartman, Freeman

Larry Hayslett, Belleville, Wisc.

Alicia Hofer & Jacob GunderKline,
Goshen, Ind.

Dallas L & Cindy Hofer, Sioux Falls

Delmer & Shirley Hofer, Freeman

Josh & Lynelle Hofer, Parkston

Kerry & Lori Hofer, Freeman

Norman & Darlene Hofer, Freeman

Patrick & Laura Hofer, Freeman

Ron & Kathy Lehman Hofer, Sioux
Falls

Vernon P. & Twyla Hofer, Freeman

Amos B. Hoover, Ephrata, Pa.

Lloyd & Gloria Huber, Sioux Falls

Ardis Jantzen, Freeman

Amber Javers, St. Joseph, Mo.

John Kautz, Tucson, Ariz.

Leslie Kehn, Savage, Minn.

Delmar & Beverly Klassen, Sioux
Falls

Sharon Kleinsasser, Freeman

Myron & Edna Koerner, Freeman

Donna Lehmann, Freeman

Sheila McCrahan, Mesa, Ariz.

Don & Lavonne Mendel, Doland

Brian & Wendy Miller, Hurley

Michael Miller, Fargo, N.D.

Jerald Moore, Council Bluffs, Iowa

Larry & Barb Olesen, Hurley

Stan & Gwen Ortman, Marion

Will & Sherilyn Ortman, Marion

Ted & Marlene Pidde, Freeman

Terry Quam, Menno

Dennis & Shirley Ries, Freeman

Saarie’s Auto Body - Blaine & Penny
Saarie, Freeman

Mary Schmidt, Freeman

Jared & Melody Schrack, Freeman

Charles Schrag, Seattle, Wash.

David & Kim Schrag, Bridgewater

John & Sara Schrag, Freeman

Larry & Phyllis Schrag, Ames, Iowa

‘Winona Senner, Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan

Flora & Bill Skillern, Boise, Idaho

Judy Snider & Viki Graber, Goshen,
Ind.

Dale & Lois Link Solberg, Freeman

Gayle & Joyce Stalheim, Painesville,
Ohio

Larry & Crystal Underwood,
Goshen, Ind.

Vision Care, Freeman

Derrold & Peggy Waltner, Freeman

Loren & Carolyn Waltner, Freeman

Donna Zeeb, Menno

Shopkeeper

Anonymous

Evelyn Blum, Aberdeen

Lee & Marilyn Brockmueller,
Freeman

Pam Doerschel, Seattle, Wash.

Curtis & Pat Fast, Marion

John & Tammi Goede, Spencer, Iowa

Steve & Linda Graber, Freeman

Warren & Lizbeth Graber, Sioux
Falls

Harris Haar, Wagner

Marilyn Hanson, Huron

Christina Hofer & Paul Zehr, Kansas
City, Mo.

Todd & Marnette Hofer, Dolton

Reno Huber, Freeman

Mark Huenemann, Peoria, Ariz.

Jim Kauffman, Casper, Wyo.

S. Roy Kaufman, Freeman

Rozella Pearson, Rochester, Minn.

Kelsey & Brett Pidde, Freeman

Gayle & Jana Preheim, Monument,
Colo.

Lyle & Lois Preheim, Freeman

Alan Ries, Freeman

Lynn Rieskamp, Cincinnati, Ohio

Reed & Susan Schrag, Freeman

Dennis Shaltanis, Ankeny, Iowa

Sam & Linda Sorenson, Freeman

Maynard & Barb Yoder, Freeman

Homesteader

Steven Auch, Yankton

Janice Dunlap, Phoenix, Ariz.

Fensel’s Greenhouse - Joann Ries,
Freeman

Kathy Goering, Moundridge, Kan.

Terry Graber, Newton, Kan.

Kevin Gross, Goshen, Ind.

Jack & Janice Kaufman, Toledo,
Wash.

Dennis Lehmann, Freeman

Sharon Mueller, Hagerstown, Md.

Crystal Nelson, Viborg

Nancy Schmidt, Freeman

Orpha Schrag, Nashville, Tenn.

Leann Schulz-Thomas, Marion

John & Alice Suderman, N. Newton,
Kan.

Jerroll & Karen Walter, Lincoln, Neb.

Everett & Marge Waltner, Freeman

Ruby Waltner, Freeman

Shirley Waltner, Freeman

Glen Wollman, Freeman



A word (or two) about membership

On the other side of this page, you will find the list of those who chose to become members and make

donations to HHM&A in 2022.

We are humbled and so grateful to each person on that list. Without their generosity, we could not have ac-
complished so much. Without their support, the mission of our organization would be unable to continue. We
value every gift and express our thanks to each of you.

Starting with 2023 we are making some changes in how we acknowledge these gifts.

Donations and memberships dated January 1 through December 31, 2023, will be recorded as gifts for
2023 unless indicated otherwise.

However, the benefits of membership — patron passes, reduced admission, newsletter subscriptions, etc.
- will extend a full 12 months from when we receive your gift. For example, a membership dated July 1,
2023, will include benefits through July 1, 2024.

And we’re pleased to announce that we've added another membership benefit — a 10% discount on all
purchases from our mercantile.

Another change this year is that we will record memberships at three basic levels: Homestead-
er ($30), Shopkeeper ($50) and Conductor ($100).

Contributions starting at $250 will be recorded as Sustaining Donations, with the same levels
we have been using in recent years. Those donations will include the benefits of membership
at the Conductor level.

As a 501(c)(3) organization, we will provide tax-deduction receipts, by request, and for all donations
above $250.

The accompanying form enables you to specify your intent.

Regardless of the amount, we appreciate your generosity and will continue to recognize both
Basic Memberships and Sustaining Donations in future newsletters.

Thank you for your continued support!

TAGE 2023 Heritage Hall Museum & Archives Membership/Donation
[IﬂZ’I /777
Name
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We value your ongoing support through Mailing Address
your memberships, donations and
volunteer time. Your contributions enable . .
us to continue and expand our mission of City/State/Zip Phone
sharing our community’s history.
We offer three basic membership Email Membership: $ Donation $
levels and nine sustaining donation -
levels; please indicate your choices. Newsletter Preference: O Paper edition [ Digital edition [ Both Digital/Paper editions
Thank you for your support. HHMG&A, PO Box 693, Freeman, SD 57029 * 605-925-7545 « info@heritagehallmuseum.com

BASIC MEMBERSHIPS SUSTAINING DONATIONS

) % 4 -
ASA  (8h) i é QX
HOMESTEADER SHOPKEEPER CONDUCTOR BRONZE SILVER GOLD PLATINUM EMERALD RUBY SAPPHIRE DIAMOND FOUNDER
$30 $50 $100 $250 $500 $750 $1,000 $5,000 $10,000 $25,000 $50,000 $75,000+
All members receive annual admission to the museum/archives, our quarterly newsletter, special pricing for museum events & a 10% mercantile discount.
Shopkeepers: 2 annual patron passes; Conductors: 4 annual patron passes; Recognition for sponsoring businesses.




