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Biden Vaccine Mandate Plans Face
Legal Challenge from Arizona
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@ Lawsuit argues violation of Equal Protection Clause

@ State attorney general says more lawsuits to come

An Arizona lawsuit filed Tuesday against the Biden Administration’s Covid-19 vaccine requirements is the
“first salvo” challenging the federal government on the issue, state Attorney General Mark Brnovich said.

Brnovich (R), who said Arizona is the first state to file a complaint against President Joe Biden's employer
vaccine and testing mandates, is asking the U.S. District Court for the District of Arizona to declare the
policies unconstitutional.

Leaders in several states have threatened legal action after Biden last week directed the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration to require businesses with 100 or more employees to ensure their
workers are vaccinated or test weekly for Covid-19, and outlined mandates for federal employees, federal
contractors, and many health-care workers.

Arizona's lawsuit argues that Biden does not have authority under the U.S. Constitution to require
vaccines. Additionally, the complaint alleges that U.S. citizens face discrimination compared with people
who cross the southern border illegally when it comes to the Covid-19 vaccine.

People apprehended after entering the U.S. unlawfully are given the option whether to receive the
vaccine, the complaint said, while U.S. workers will be required to be vaccinated. That difference in policy
violates the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment, the lawsuit argues.
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Brnovich, who is running for U.S. Senate in 2022, said the lawsuit doesn't dealwith the vaccine rules
themselves because they have yet to be promulgated. Instead, the complaint denounces a “power grab”

by Biden, and additional legal challenges will come, he said.

Biden last week said he was using his federal authority to require vaccinations for federal contractors, as
well as health-care workers who treat Medicare and Medicaid patients. The vaccine rules address
frustration that people remain unvaccinated as Covid-19 continues to spread, he said.

"The bottom line: We're going to protect vaccinated workers from unvaccinated co-workers,” Biden said.
The case is Brnovich v. Biden, D. Ariz., 9/14/21

To contact the reporter on this story: Brenna Goth in Phoenix at bgoth@bloomberglaw.com

To contact the editors responsible for this story: Tina May at tmay@bloomberglaw com;
Meghashyam Mali at mmali@bloombergindustry.com

U Documents

Complaint

Related Articles

Biden's Vaccine Mandate Plan Has Shot Despite Past Court Sept. 14, 2021, 8:01
Losses AM

Topics

occupational safety enforcement
vaccines

government employees

coronavirus

equal protection

workplace infectious disease exposure

© 2021 The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc. All Rights Reserved



