il Start Transaction

81301 1 <>

T B&M C:GAR 0.88 1 <1>
AM AMT TENDERED 095 1 <1>
TT Amount Due:$ 095 1 <1>
CH Change $ 000 1 <1>

Shopping While Blat:kz

FOUR LIBER!AN WOMEN ACCUSED OF
SHOPLIFTING AT GUESS? SAY THEY WERE
TARGETED BECAUSE OF THEIR SKIN COLOR
| BY JONATHAN KAMINSKY

I pon arriving atthesprawling Albert-  forour monev.”
villeoutlet mall onabalmymorning The deputy asked Thomas ta put her
in April, Albertha Thomas had two money away and told the wemen thev were

“ohjectives, she says. Accompanied by her  free to go, according to his report. But they !
twosistersand hercousin, shewaslooking  didn’t leave without telhng Manion that
for presents to bring along on a visitto her  they felt certain they’d been racially pro- |
native Liberia, which she’d fled during its ~ filed, and this wouldn’t be the end ofit,

rutal civil war. And flush from her lat- After gettmg home, they consulted the -
est paycheckasanurse’s = Py vellow pages for a
assistant, Thomas says, lawyer. The first one |
she wasn’'t opposed to they called was David ‘
spoiling herselfa little, teo. Wilson, a Minneapolis
After scoring shoes at immigration at-

Nike and buying a stack of torney. Wilson |
shirts at the Gap, Thomas and saw  the |
her fellow dark-skinned shop- case
ping companions, all in their late fig=
20s and caily 30s, were lured by a
promising sale at Guess?. They picked
out T~sh1rts passmg them around to see

Membershlp Gard

AIIE O LY. 0M-SCImE .t aphpul‘tx inthefitting *

;{)gms when  the e foursome was met by Sara ‘ine leng.
Manion the chicand slenderble md-han‘ed’ : white arm of the 'Bw% |
manager of the store. timg

a pattern. In 2005, after 1
Macy’s was accused by | |
then-New York Attorney

General Eliot Spitzer of !

Manion asked the women to follow her

10 the back rcom. Waiting for them there
was Wright County Sheriff's Deputy Aaron
Myren, a husky man in a beige uniform. 5
* Manion and her employses, having - racial profiling, it agreed to \
endured a spate ofrecent shoplifting. were sToaul sec. - ot its stores and offered ’
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