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YOU SURE THIS 1& THE
PLACE, CRITCH?

ROB 5AYS THEY'RE -..THAT'S ALSO
84% SURE. A 16% CHANCE
HE'S NOT
IN THERE.

I'M KINDA WITH ' E‘RE MILITIA, NOT ARMY, &0 IT'S ALL OR
BRETT ON THIS ONE. )  NONE. I THINK 84% |1& GOOD ENOUGH.

I 5AY WE END THIS WAR,
GO HOME AND GET A BEER.
WHAT ABOUT YOU PLEET?

I'D LIKE

A BEER. THUMBS. WE

IN OR OUT?




17 YEARS LATER, DEEP IN THE WOODS, NEAR THE SMALL VILLAGE OF SHURETON...

THERE WHAT
&, ROB?

HELP ME CLEAR
THIS OUT MORE.

WE PUNCHED ALL ¥
THE WAY THROUGH!

YOU PLAYED
HERE?

N

! T ron, THERE'S AT '  DAMN! THIS
S\ FUN CHILDHOOD... g PLACE 1& BIG.




I WONDPERED WHAT MAKES
IF IT'D SEEM AS YOoU &0 SURE

BIG AS IT DID IT WON'T CAVE
WHEN I wWAS IN AGAINT

A LANDSLIDE
SEALED IT, WIL.
NOT A CAVE-IN.

POOR
BASTARD.




MEANWHILE, A DAY'S RIDE AWAY...

Y/ TUST A LITTLE
| FURTHER. THERE'S
\_THE PRIORY.
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ZAK! MEGAN! THE CHIMES RANG. RECESS
& OVER. LET'S RETURN TO OUR LESSONS.

NOT FAST
ENOUGH!

AN o
ENFORCER! %

PRIOR
PLEET, T
COME 4EEHKING
YOUR COUNSEL.




NOT YOU TWO. THE MARSHAL'S
KANIN¥* NEEDS ATTENTION.

KID& Too §
MUCH FOR i
your i

NAH. IT WILL BE A
LONG WINTER. BETTER
TO LET THEM RUN.

WHAT BRINGS
You ouT?

CAN I TEAR
YOU AWAY FROM
THE CLASS?

OH...
I SUPPOSE.

TEN MORE
MINUTES CHILDREN!

SHE'S AT THE

BASE OF THE PATH.

R
ﬂé&%
Frasann

=
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I HAVE A DONATION FROM Y
THE TOWN OF BURLSOW. 4

DO I HAVE ANY
MORE RIGHT TO
ENFORCE THE LAW?

...TO LOCK UP POOR
FOLKS STEALING TO EAT;
OR THE DRUNKS WANTING

TO FORGET THE PA&ST?

ASKING THAT
1& WHAT MAKES

THE HOUSE OF LIGHT*
BESTOWS ITS BLESSINGS
ON ALL OF BURLSOW.

4 SPEAKING OF BURLSOW, E
| HAVE YOU CONSIDERED |
\THE COUNCIL'S OFFER? J
y A ] . !
YOU CUT TO THE

[ cHASE PRETTY QUICK
A THERE, SHEPARD.

ONLY WITH FRIENDS WHO
KNOW I HAVE NO BUSINESS
LEADING A FLOCHK.

TUST LIKE WE DO...

I TAUGHT GARETH
DPAWNING RIGHT HERE. |

HE'S NOTHING BUT A  [§

THUG AND A BULLY!

*THE OFFICIAL STATE RELIGION. PLEET |5 A PRIOR (LOCAL PRIEST) OF THE HOUSE OF LIGHT.




HE'S NOT FIT FOR POWER; ESPECIALLY
IF THE MERGER GOES THROUGH.

THERE'S TOO MUCH
MOMENTUM TO &STOP
THE MERGER NOW.

YOU KNOW YOU CAN'T HUNT KILLERS
FOREVER. THERE'S MORE TO LIFE.

ZAK, MEGAN, DID YoU
TAKE CARE OF THE
MARSHAL'S MOUNT?

BiLL, THIS COULD BE & SAFE
7/ YOUR SECOND CHANCE, ess TRAVELS,
BUT ONLY IF YOU TAKE IT. 4 MARSHAL!

\ BYE

MARSHAL!
YE BYE!
BYE, KIDS!

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR ADVICE,
PRIOR!




LATER THAT DAY, IN THE BURLSOW STOREHOUSE...

HURRY UP, SMALLS!
GET THIS CART OUT OF HERE.

IT'D GO FASTER
WITH MORE HANDS.

L ST S
I CAN'T GO TOY
THE MEETING

PUT IT

éﬁ; " BACK, SCAD.

|
Two
BARRELS.

(4l
THE DEAL WAS THREE.
PLUS A CASE OF BLUE

MIANRA¥* AND
ONE OF RE

YEAH... ABOUT
THAT DEAL...




I'M HOLDING
BACK A CASE
AND A BARREL
'TIL T GET
MY END.

THAT'S A BAD
MOVE. COWL WILL-

HE'LL GET THE
REST WHEN I GET
WHAT HE PROMISED.

i/ careFuL ||
WITH THAT |}
ONE, &CAD.

You TELL
HIM I'M
NO FooL!




WHAT ARE Y
DOING HERE?

ACROSS THE ALLEY IN A LOCAL HOTEL RoOO

IN TOWN, IN BROAD DAYLIGHT




BACK AT THE CAVE...

WHAT'S THIS?
LITTLE ROBBY'S
ADVENTURE MAP? HUH?
OH. YEAH.
KIND OF.

PRETTY
ACCURATE,
FOR A KID.

DOESN'T MATTER. IT WAS
A LONG TIME AGO.

DID YOU KNOW : 7 i R
{ THAT KID BACK ' HEAR THAT? THERE'S
4 THERE, ROB? ONE MORE THING TO SEE.

YEAH... THISLL
DO NICELY.

NOW THAT'S
A SIGHT.




AT BURLSOW TOWN HALL, MOST OF THE TERRITORY HAS TURNED UP FOR AN IMPORTANT MEETING
EVERYONE, TAKE YOUR SEATS, :

WE HAVE A LOT TO COVER TODAY.
" THIS 1& THE LAST MEETING TO

DISCUSS THE COUNTY MERGER.
’ "IF WE HAVE THE GOVERNOR'S APPROVAL

WE WILL BE VOTING ON IT NEXT MONTH.

_ FIRST UP I1& SHURETON'S

n CONSTABLE, TOPDP YATES

N
SHURETON'S CRIME RATE.
THERE'S NOT MUCH.
MAYBE A SQUABBLE 'TWEEN
| FARMS OVER AN ANIMAL, OR.

: VIDURAX* HAVE THE RIGHT
TO HEAR AND BE HEARD.

BUT NOTHING WORTH
HEARING ABOUT EVER
HAPPENS IN SHURETON...

A

5




NOW WE'LL HEAR FROM BURLSOW'S
CONSTABLE, GARETH DAWNING.

HELLO EVERYBODY! T WAS ALSO
ASKED FOR A CRIME REPORT...

THAT BASS-TURD WOULD
ARREST YOU FOR DRINK-ING FROM
THE BARSTOOL NEXT TO YOURS.

...HIRE MORE CONSTABLES
AND BUILD A BIGGER TAIL.

(AND A FREQUENT GUEST
IN THE DRUNK CELL). A\




THANK YOU,
CONSTABLE.
IS THE MARSHAL
HERE?

VOTE YES, &0
WE CAN ALL
PROSPER

TERRITORY
MARSHAL,
wiLLIAM

‘ Voo
|

I TOOK YOUR COUNTY MER
PROPOSAL TO SMOKE CITY*
AND BROUGHT BACK GOVERNOR
TOHN'S REPLY, WHICH I HAVE HERE.

H0000n,

TH THE ELDERS' PERMISSION,
I'LL READ IT ALOUD NO

UPON REVIEW OF THE MATTER OF THE MERGER
BY POPULAR VOTE OF THE TEORAINX*
COUNTY PARCELS KNOWN AS... §

¥CAPITOL CITY OF THE TERRITORY *¥¥TERRITORY NAME




THIS MIGHT BE A
MOMENT TAUGHT IN
TEMPLE &CHOOL

ents to the greater

7eVernue pa
s fe credited or

N'tc';'}/ may net :
duced as a part (ftlfis Jocal cit,

efgiﬁfe, aife 50‘{;9(-{&%({-“?'“ sent ‘W'/;EJ‘I
cam"[ UPES ‘EY execution cf a general
fottery selection. Jhe jeneraf fcm‘cf‘

L e e

SKIP TO IT, MARSHAL!
WHAT'D THE GOV' 8AY?

INCORPER-




"TACHK, C-CAN
IAsKkYoU |
| 2-coMETHING? J

IT MEANS YoU
WON'T GO PLACES
FOR FEAR OF WHO

MIGHT SEE YAH.

DAWNING 5-5AID ROB
WON'T SHOW HIS F-FACE. |
WHAT'S THAT M-MEANT /

HE'S NOT GOT
POSTERS LIKE
You DO; 50 WHY
N-NOT &How
HIS F-FACE?

Y NOT MY &TORY TO TELL, \
| KID. SUFFICE TO 8AY, HE
\ HAS HIATORY THERE. [/

DON'T ASK ANYONE ELSE
ABOUT ROB'S PAST

WHAT'S IN THE
WOODS, SMALLS? )




BACK AT THE BURLSOW TOWN HALL, THE MEETING IS WRAPPING UP..
s

HANKS 50 MUCH, BILL

I'M GLAD IT WAS FRUITFUL, KORA.
MY TOBS AP-EN"T ALWAYQ S50 PLEASA

SPEAKING OF JTOBS...

: _ qk
HAVE YOU THOUGHT ANY
MORE ABOUT OUR OFFER‘P
T'M &TILL
_CONSIDERING IT.

YOU BROUGHT

GOOD NEWS TO
OUR LITTLE d
INITIATIVE ¢

BAH! THAT'S
TJUST A FEW ' ARE You
DISSENTERS... LTAYING

LONG?

GOOoD.
RETURN
FOR OUR
FESTIVAL.

EVERYONE
THOUGHT [
20, BUT- /|




WALKING HOME FROM THE MEETING, AN EXCITED THE
PAIR DI&CUSS THE EVENTS OF THE DAY. GOVERNOR'S
= ———— T APPROVAL
WILL swAY
SEVERAL TO
VOTE IN
FAVOR OF THE
TWO-COUNTY
MERGER.

/ 1T's crAZY \
TO ME THAT

MADE UP
THEIR MINDS
YET.
2
I CAN'T BELIEVE I'M £0 EXCITED ABOUT
WHAT SOMEONE S0 FAR AWAY SAYS!

AH WELL, THEY'LL HAVE TO SOON.
THE VOTE IS IN &IX WEEKS.

AND THAT 15 CAUSE
FOR CELEBRATION!
I'M GONNA GET A DRINK.

I THINK YOU'VE
HAD ENOUGH!

{ ...5HAMING AUNT CHIPPER,
REMEMBER
YOUR HEART.

i
i / WHAT DID

E:

-You, You.




DEEP IN THE SHURETON WOODS, AWAY FROM PRYING EYES...

WERE YOU FOLLOWED?

AVOIDING AN
AMBUSH - SMART.

THERE'S SOMETHING ELSE - DAWNING SHORTED
THE LOAD. SAID TO TELL YOU HE'S NO FOOL.

OH, I'M
DISAPPOINTED,

AREN'T YoU

-..BUT WE GOT SOMETHING
MORE VALUABLE TODAY.

&HE &TAYED TUST OUT OF
SIGHT. WENT &LOW TO KEEP
DUST DOWN. &HE 4TOPPED AT
THE EDGE OF THE WOODA.

7 WE WERE
FOLLOWED?

I FIGURED HE'D PULL
SOMETHING LIKE THIS.
OH WELL...

WE LEARNED MORE Y\
ABOUT THE PLAYERS

i IN OUR LITTLE GAME.

5




AFTER SUNDOWN, AT A HOTEL THAT'S A
BAR ON THE EDGE OF BURLSOW ¥ e,

TRUE
&TORY!

Rl B ooco e

TALIX. DASH OF GREENFRUIT
JUICE IF YOoU GOT IT.

o -_%‘ )
&
L ] COME ON KATE,
L Ry TO THINK OF IT I 6AW SMALLS TODAY.

"COLORFUL". TRACKED HIM TO THE
FOREST BY SHURETON. }

I MIGHT 6O OUT THERE
AGAIN TOMORROW.

YOU COULD TRY HANGING AROUND
THE AREA. 4EE IF HE RETURNS.

T

SNORT!
-CHOKE-

YOoU NEVER COULD
HOLD YOUR DRINK!




s

o

YOU ALL NEED
TO TAKE YOUR
FRIEND HOME.

I THINK £0. GET US
ANOTHER ROUND, HONEY?

I'D RATHER HA HA!
TAKE You YEAH, OR
MAYBE You
COULD TAKE
us ALL
HOME.

THE ONLY PLACE
I'D TAKE You
IDIOTS 18 TFAIL.




I'D LIKE
TO &EE HER
TRY!

THERE'S THREE
OF US. 5HE'S
LITTLE BITTY.

LITTLE MAN WITH

A LITTLE &TICK, WHAT
ARE YOU GONNA DO7?

UH... TOE...
HEY MAN...
C'MON...

YOU WANT, BIG BOY.

‘ MET? NOTHING. BUT
I'D SUGGEST GOING
HOME LIKE SHE &AYS.

e

W

HY'S THAT, LITTLE STICK MANT

ILL, T'VE
GOT THIS.




MEANWHILE, ACROSS TOWN...

GRAND
MIL-&HUH

I KNOW WHAT
I SHOULD pPo!

A NIGHTCAP,
CRITCH?




A FEW MINUTES LATER... § I DON'T WANT TO GO HOME.

OBVIoUSLY
YOU'RE PISSED
AT ME.

HERE'S YOUR TALIX.
REFILL MARSHAL?

YOU DIDN'T HAVE

. i .
TO &TEP IN. T HAD y . SURE, T'LL
IT HANDLED. HAVE ANOTHER.

I WAS PROTECTING THEM! AND I DIDN'T WANT TO
ARREST AN ENFORCER FOR ASSAULTING A DRUNK.

YEAH WHATEVER. BYE.

OH - FIND
SOME BETTER
JALIX. THAT
STUFF 1S
WRETCHED!

HEY! T'M
NOT PAYING
FOR THIS
DRINs!




THE NEXT MORNING AT CHIPPER AND CRITCH'S FARM...

[ HAVE YoU &EEN YOUR
| UNCLE THIS MORNING?

e e ——

NOT YET. HE MAY NOT
HAVE WANTED TO COME

INSIDE LAST NIGHT.

[/ THAT OLD FOOL DOESN'T
EVEN REMEMBER HIS ANTICS.
WHEN YOU FIND HIM, TELL [
HIM BREAKFAST IS READY.

I BET I KNOW 4
WHERE YOU ARE. Jl

FRIGGIN' 5TATIC.)
THAT HURT. &
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

BURLSOW [BURL-50H] A LARGE TOWN. COUNTY SEAT OF KNOTT COUNTY
ENFORCER GENERAL TERM FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
GREENFRUIT TART, SLIGHTLY BITTER GREEN CITRUS FRUIT

HAMM COUNTY SPARSELY POPULATED RURAL FARMING COUNTY BORDERED
ON THE EAST BY KNOTT COUNTY AND THE &EA ON THE WES&T.

HOUSE OF LIGHT THE &TATE RELIGION. BASED ON MYTHOLOGY INVOLVING THE
INTERACTION OF THE TWO MOONS AND THE &UN.

JALIX [TEY-LIKS] A HARSH, DISTILLED LIQUOR DERIVED FROM
FERMENTING A MASH OF CACTUS PLANTS

KNOTT COUNTY A LARGE RURAL COUNTY. HOME TO MINING COMMUNITIES,
SMALL SETTLEMENTS AND LARGE FARMS

ANIN [KAY-NIN] A HORSE &IZED DOG LIKE ANIMAL. DIFFERENT
BREEDS ARE USED FOR PURPOSES LIKE RIDING AND PULLING
IN AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE

MIANRA [MEE-AHN-RAH] A VOLATILE, MINED ORE THAT COMES IN A
WIDE RANGE OF COLORS. DIFFERENT COLOR COMBINATIONS
OF MIANRA CREATE DIFFERENT EFFECTS. SOME
INTERACTIONS ARE VIOLENTLY EXPLOSIVE, OTHERS OFFER
SUSTAINED LOW ENERGY OVER EXTENDED PERIODSA.
EXHAUSTED MIANRA |& USED FOR LIGHTING IN LAMPS AND
OTHER &PECIAL PURPOS4ES.

PRIOR A LOCAL RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY &IMILAR TO A PRIEST.
PRIORY A SMALL LOCAL RELIGIOUS PARISH.
SHURETON A SMALL TOWN THAT |& THE COUNTY SEAT OF HAMM COUNTY.

IT &ITS AT THE EDGE OF A LARGE FOREST CALLED THE
"SHURETON WOOD4&"

SMOKE CITY THE LARGE CAPITAL CITY OF THE TEORAIN TERRITORY. HOME
OF GOVERNOR JOHN.

TEORAIN [TAY-OH-REYN] THE LARGEST TERRITORY OF THE LAND

VIDURA [VIH-DYOOR-AH] THE COLLECTIVE, FREE, MULTI-RACIAL

PEOPLE OF THE LAND



WICLIAM “BILLZ WENPEL

THEIMARSHAL

KATE ERIDAY

MHESTRACKER

BOOMBAH,
BOOMBAH 15 THE TRUSTY MOUNT OF
MARSHAL BILL WENDEL AND A WARRIOR
IN HER OWN RIGHT. A TRUE PARTNER, &HE

HAS SAVED THE DAY AND BILLS LIFE
MANY TIMES DURING THEIR PARTNERSHIF.

ENEMIES SHOULD NOT BE FOOLED BY

HER GENTLE NATURE. BOOMBAH 1& A&
FIERCE A KANIN AS HAS EVER LIVED. SHE
1& FAST, CUNNING, AND DEADLY,
ESPECIALLY WHEN THOSE &HE LOVES
ARE THREATENED.
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As ridiculous as it sounds. ..



